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VAUDE’S MANY FILM NAMES 


+> 


England Looks to Its Film Future, 


Insists Quota Producing Continue 


London, Oct. 10. 

Determined to enforce film quota 
laws now in effect, the British gov- 
ernment is insisting on the continu- 
ance there of American production 
during the war. The government 
wants to avoid a recurrence of the 
last war, when film production was 
stalled during hostilities, requiring 
10 years for the industry to get go- 
ing again following the Armistice. 

It’s understood the English gov- 
ernment is ready to grant a leave 
to any actors in service so they can 
return to pictures. 

United Artists will handle distri- 
bution of other producers in addition 
to Alexander Korda’s films. 
is in negotiation with Gabriel Pascal 
to release George Bernard Shaw 
pictures through UA. 

‘Major Barbara’ leads off the se- 
ries, with Wendy Hiller and Leslie 
Howard heading the cast. The Lord 
Portal-Arthur Rank group is said to 
be bankrolling Pascal. A deal is 
also on for an Elisabeth Bergner 
picture to be directed by her hus- 


A deal | 


Al Schacht’s Sports 
| Shorts Series for M-G 


Chicago, Oct. 10. 
_ Deal pends for a series of comedy 
|sports shorts by Metro with Al 
| Schacht. Pete Smith will be the 
| producer. Schacht, who was a ball 
| player before he turned comic, has 
/entertained fans in pre-game antics 
in the last 20 World's Series and dur- 
jing the regular season performed 
| similarly in ball parks from coast 
| to coast. 
| He started the ball park routines 
/with Nick Altrock, but has worked 
alone the past seven years. 


‘Siegfried Line’ 
Song Uncertain 


j 
| 


U.S. Market 


FONOMY ‘Comedy the Keynote of Next Pix 


Cycle, as Contrast to Grim Europe 


AIDS 


Vaudeville’s Upbeat Absorb- 
ing Fancy-Priced Screen 
Talent — Constance Ben- 
nett’s $6,500 One Example 


*MORE PIXITES ON TAP 


The general wave of economy in 
Hollywood, which has resulted in 
salary cuts and paring of player 
rosters at virtually every studio, is 
reflecting itself in vaudeville. From 
present indications, there will be 
more film players available for stage 
appearances than has been the case 
in the past five years. 

Contributing to the influx of cel- 
luloid personalities to in-person the- 
atre bookings is the opening up of 
more playing time in the past few 
weeks. This has been particularly 
true in key cities and that’s what 
interests the Coasties, who’ve ducked 


+ 


If It’s German It’s 


Poison to Canada 
Montreal, Oct. 10. 

War feeling has risen to the point 

here that any broadcast whatever 

from Germany is likely to be 


taboo. Hitler’s Berlin Reichstag 
speech was not relayed here. 
grams from Berlin, with American | 


commentators as heard intermittently | 


over NBC and CBS, are also sus- 
pected. 


Canadians feel the Americans, as! 


everyone else, are under wraps. 
They have little inclination to listen 
to what might be, or is suspected 
to be, colored material. 


Budgetitis, In 
Effect on Coast, 


Pro- | 


Story editors have been instructed 

by production execs at several of the 
major studios to watch for ‘polite 
comedies,’ as the next cycle of films. 
Light stuff is in derand at the moa- 
ment, as good b.o. contrast to the 
grim background of war. European 
countries are already asking for this 
type film and it seems to have the 
best chance of getting a favorable 
break there. 
Of primary importance, however, 
is the fact that these comedies can 
be made cheaply, using a minimum 
of expensive sets. 

There have been few important 
film story purchases since the out- 
break of hostilities. Film eds had 
been working on instructions that 
brought about the last cycle—heavy 
dramatic stuff for star names, as 
with ‘The Old Maid,’ and adventure, 
like ‘Stanley and Livingstone,’ until 
this new edict. 


Canada Wants Laughs, Too 
Winnipeg, Oct. 10. 
Comedy, according to officials of 
practically every branch of show 


band, Dr. Paul Czinner.  Para- the jerktown dates in the past. business, will be uppermost in 
mount distri iss Tt list f l avere 2IUSINESS, I 
istributed Miss Bergner’s 1e list of film players already he coma 


last film, ‘Stolen Life.’ 
Another deal is in the fire with 


Neville Neville, whose ‘An English-.| 


man’s Home,’ directed by Albert de 
(Continued on page 11) 


Vallee’s Idea To Show 
That Critic’ Set Back, 


Phonograph recorders are evincing 
,a lukewarm interest in ‘We’re Gonna 
Hang Out the Washing on the Sieg- 
fried Line,’ the British war song, 
which has been made available to 
them by Skidmore Music Co. Decca 


has taken the position that it wants | 


|to string along with radio’s policy of | 


anti-neutrality en- 


Victor has a standing 


avoiding 
tanglements. 


any 


Probably Permanently :ci:-s of not handling anything as- 


Pittsburgh, Oct. 10. 

Proposed legit appearances of 
Rudy Vallee out of town in a re- 
vival of ‘The Man in 
have been set back 
probably permanently. Bandsman 
warbler was recently seen in the 
play at the Papermill Playhouse, a 
summer theatre in New Jersey. Per- 
formance was covered by a first 
string New York critic, whose notice 
advised Vallee to stick to radio 
scripts and his saxophone. 

Vallee was so steamed up over the 


Possession’ | 
indefinitely, 


sociated with the war, while Colum- 
bia Phonograph reported yesterday 
(Tuesday) that it hadn’t seen a copy 
of the number as yet and that un- 
(Continued on page 56) 


PORTLAND. ME. C. OF C. 
TO BR. VAUDE’S RETURN 


Portland, Oce., Oct. 10. 


State of Maine, currently without | 


a regular stage show policy, may | 


touring vaudeville houses, or pre- 
(Continued on page 18) 


Legit Actors Who Took 
Cut Share in Pic Coin 


Fight players In ‘Remember the 
Day,’ produced by Philip Dunning’ 
in 1935, will split $2,700, 
managerial share of the picture 
rights, money being in the hands of 
Equity for distribution. Comedy 
had a moderate run, but finished in 
the red. 

Cast took a cut, in consideration of 
which Dunning agreed to turn over 
his share of the film rights to the 
players if and when sold, provided 
the cuts were not refunded. Busi- 
ness did not improve enough to bal- 
ance the reduction in pay and, when 
the rights were recently sold, Dun- 
ning remitted his end of the film 
coin. 


the full} 


| 


| 000 per picture. 


Saves Pix Plenty 


Hollywood, Oct. 10. 
Tightening up of production at 
20th-Fox is resulting in pictures be- 


ing brought in three to five days un- 
der schedule. New plan has been put 
into operation by William Koenig, | 
starting production at 8 a.m., with | 
companies working up to 6 p.m. and | 
often later. 

Femme players are reporting at 
6 a.m. to be ready for the cameras. 
Production saving to the studio is 
figured to be between $20,000 to $35,- 


NEWSPAPER GUILD’S 
WAR PAY PROVISOS 


| Before 
| leader in the film business, he was 


In all new contracts and renewals 


winter (and war) days. This be- 
came evident after a quick quiz 
among heads of the various divisions 
of pop entertainment in this section, 
Radio, due to its close association 
(Continued on page 63) 


Nick Schenck, Other 
Showmen to Be on N. Y. 
Fair's Board in 1940 


Constructive realignment of oper- 
ations at the New York World’s Fair 
in 1940 has been decided on and it 
will see experts in different phases of 
show business installed on the board 
of directors. Nicholas M. Schenck 
shortly will be asked to serve on the 
board as an authority on amusement 
matters and outdoor show operation. 
Schenck became an active 


highly successful in operating Pali- 
sades Park, New Jersey. 


criticism that he decided to prove get live talent at Keith’s Portland, | " oe by the Newspaper Guild, a clause is : 

that he could develop into a regular via the Chamber of Commerce. Outlaw Thanksgiving ‘ing inserted d nding arene | With the N. Y. expo lacking only 

legit actor. T oth ff his per-| House is said to be indie-operated vs : abe na es ie a | about 68,000 of 22,000,000 paid at- 
. smootn off his per- Gives Extra Holiday ment by the employer that any tendance, as of close of business 


formance, as such, bandsman sought 
bookings for ‘Man’ in Pittsburgh, 


Philadelphia and Buffalo, intending | 
to open in the show next week in| 
either of the first two named cities, | 


provided there was no other legiter 
In opposition. 


both on the dates he was interested 
in, Vallee decided to forget the idea, 
for the present at least. 


Upon learning that. 
regular attractions will be played in. 


and the C. of C. 
desire to back a flexible policy at 
the theatre, but sans pictures. 

C. of C. rep last week contacted 
Charles J. Freeman, 


ists, on the idea of a 42-week sea- 
'son, bulk of which is to be made 
_up of variety shows headed by pic- 


\ (Continued on page 59) 


| two Thanksgiving Eve hops if both 
Interstate dates hold, due to some parts of the 
booker with Consolidated Radio Art- | 


| 


ture and radio names, or name band phia Nov. 


Philadelphia, Oct. 10. 
Jimmy Dorsey orchestra will play 


country abiding by the President’s 
moving the holiday up, and some 
retaining the calendar date. 

He’s set to play one in Philadel- 
22 and another in Boston 
the. 29th. 


member of the union who has to go 
to war will be guaranteed his job | 
back, if returning and desiring it. | 

In addition to this war clause, the 
Guild is demanding that time spent 
abroad in any war be tacked onto 
the years spent on the newspaper 
job so that pensions and severance | 
pay will not be jeopardized during | 
the enforced absence. 


Sunday (8) last, present gait indi- 
cates that the final paid total will be 
between 24,500,000 and 25,000,000. 
Chicago’s Century of Progress the 
first year totaled 22,320,456 paid ad- 
missions, with the operating period 
15 days shorter than N. Y.’s fair. 
Chicago’s exposition ran from May 
26 to Nov. 11, the last two weeks a 
big attendance void. 
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GN’s $1,600,000 Bankroll Stalled: 


Warner's Showdown With Hammons. 


With continued delay on consum- 
ynation of the $1,600,000 loan which 
is slated to set Grand National on 
its feet, Franklyn Warner, prez of 
Fine Arts Pictures, came into New| 
York again last Friday (6) for an- 
other confab with Earle Hammons, 
GN chief. 

Warner, in one way and another, | 
has some $500,000 tied up in the, 
distributing company and is anxious 
io learn whether he must write it 
off or prepare to go ahead making 
additional product for GN release. 
He is naturally endeavoring to aid 
Hammons in every way to swing 
the loan, so that he can get his coin 
out. Hammons has promised a final 
answer by today (Wed.). 

If the GN future appears hope- 
less to him, it is understood he is 
desirous of making arrangements for | 
extension of the three-picture deal | 
he recently inked with RKO. It is 
improbable that he will continue 
turning out product for RKO release 
if GN gets its organization going. 

Although technicalities have re- 
peatedly stood in the way of the 
loan to the indie company, it is re- 
liably understood now that it will 
come through shortly. RFC, which 
is to provide $600,000 of the coin, is 
said to have given its approval to 
the transaction. Final details are 
now being worked out with Felt & 
Co., Wall St. bankers, who are to 
put up the other $1,000,000. 

Difficulty with the RFC was in 
earmarking of the two loans. Gov- 
ernment coin, originally supposed to 
be $400,000, was to go into an op- 
erating fund for the company, while 
the larger amount from Felt was to 
become a revolving production fund 
for loans to indie producers of GN 
product. Under the opinion that 
$400,000 was insufficient for operat- 
ing, Hammons went back and asked 
for $200,000 more. RFC quibbled 
over which of the two funds it was 
to go into and, as a result, there 
has been some juggling of amounts 
in the two funds to meet the Gov- 
ernment demands and get the whole 
$600,000, 

FA’s Interest in GN 

Fine Arts’ interest in GN, which 
is holding Warner in the east, con- 
sists in a small part of stock. More 
imporiant, however, is $152,000 in 
story material for future GN re- 
leases. These stories are designed 
for low-cost production and are fig- 
ured by Warner to be useless if he 


STATEMENT OF THE OWNERSHIP, 
MANAGEMENT, CIRCULATION, 
ETC., REQUIRED BY THE ACT OF 
CONGRESS, OF MARCH 3, 1933, 


Of Variety, published weekly at New 


York, N. Y., for October 1, 1939. 
‘ State of New York, County of New 
ork, ss 


Kefore me, a Notary Public in and for 
the State and County aforesaid, person- 
wily appeared Harold Erichs, who, hav- 
ing been duly sworn, according to law, 
Geposes and says that he is the business 
mianager of Variety, and that the fol- 
lowing is, to the best of his knowledge 
end belief, a true statement of the 
ownership, management, etc., of t! 


aforesaid publication for the date shown 
in the above caption, required by the 
Act of March 3, 1933, embodied in Sec- 
tion & Postal Laws and Regulations 
printed on the reverse of this form, to 
wit: 


1 That the names and addresses of 
the publisher, editor, managing editor, 
wend business manager, are: 
Publisher—Variety, Inc., 154 West 

street, New York city. 
Editor—Sidne Silverman, 154 West 46th 

sireet, New York city. 
Managing Editor—None,. 
Business Manager—Harold Erichs, 154 

West 46th street, New York city. 

2. “That the owners are: Variety, Ine., 
154 West 46th street, New York cit) 
Sidne Silverman, 154 West 46th street, 
New York city. Estate of Sime Silver 
nan, 154 West 46th street, New York 

3. That the known bondholders, mort- 
Bagees und other security holders own- 


46th 


ing or holding 1 per cent. or more of 
total amount of bonds, mortages, or 
other securities, are: None. 


4. That the two paragraphs 
ebove, giving the names of the owners, | 
stockholders and security holders, if any, | 
eontain not only the list of stockhold- 
ers and security holders as they appear 
upon the books of the company, but 
also, in cases where the stockholder or 
security holder appears upon the books 
of the company as trustee or in any 
other fiduciary relation, the name of the 
person or corporation for whom such 
trustes ts acting, is given, also that the 
raid two paragraphs contain statements 
embracing affiant’s full knowledge and 
belief as to the circumstances and con 
ditions under which stockholders and 
security holders who do not appear upon 
the books of the company as trusiees 
hold stock and securities in a capacity 
other than that of a hona fide Sermon, 
and this affiant has no 
lieve that any other person, association 
op eorprration. has any interest, 
or indireet, in the said stock, honde or 
oiher securities than as so stated by 
him. 

5. That the average number of copies 
of each issue of this publication sold or 
distvibuted, throurh the mails or other- 
wise, to paid subscribers during the 
months preceding the date shown above 
(This’ Information is required 
froin daily publications only.) 

Harold Erichs, 
Business Manaerer. 

Sworn to and subscribed before ine 
this Z8th day of September, 1939. 

Harold J. O'Connell 
Notary Fubli« 
March 30, 1941) 


next 


My commission expires 


‘continues work for RKO. GN pix 


‘Arts is 
pletes the loans. 


| extended basis of more pix for RKO 


| leaving out consideration of the war 


‘range for release of his films abroad 


reason to he- | 


divest 


cost under $50,000 to make, while 
RKO’'s in the future will run four 
times that much. 

Even more important than these 
properties, however, are seven Fine 
Arts pix that GN now has in dis- 
tribution. The last one was released 
less than six weeks ago. Inasmuch 
as GN, under its present setup, has 
but a skeleton sales force, the films 
are bringing to Warner only a small 
fraction of their potential income. 

Declaring ‘I'm not here for a 
showdown, I'm_ only exploring,’ 
Warner declared yesterday that Fine 
willing to guarantee GN 
product for this season if it com- 
He said he wants 
to know whether to go ahead on an 


or to prepare for GN production. 

Another point Warner is attempt- 
ing to clear up with Hammons is 
Fine Arts’ relations with Grand Na- 
tional, Ltd., of London, Latter firm 
has no connection whatever with GN 
in this country except the similarity 
of names and the fact that it re- 
leases GN pix abroad. GN, Litd., is 
in good financial shape and Warner, 
for the moment, is anxious to ar- 
through the firm. 

Warner will deliver his first film 
to RKO under the recently-com- 
pleted deal next week. It is ‘Isle of 
Destiny,’ on which scoring was 
finished Sunday (8), Originally 
made for GN, it is expected to be 
put in immediate release. Second 
RKO feature will be ‘Land's End,’ a 
prehistoric animal story. Third 
still untitled, but will be a tale of 
slave traffic in 1805. Arthur How- 
den Smith is doing the writing, 


RKO Neutrality 
Defers Way ;Max 
Gordon Back East 


Hollywood, Oct. 10. 

Adherence strict neutrality, | 
conforming to the Government’s 
policy, has caused RKO to set back | 
‘The American Way’ indef. It had} 
been scheduled for a mid- -November | ; 
start. Consequently, Max Gordon is | 
leaving in two weeks for New York | 
to ready two Broadway _ shows. 
Frederic March and Florence EI- | 
dridge were to have been in ‘Way,’ in | 
their original roles created at the! 
Center, N. Y. RKO paid $200,000 | 
for the ‘Way’ rights. 

Shooting on ‘Abe Lincoln in Ili- 
nois, another Max Gordon chore, 
winds up Tuesday (17), with 


scoring, 


Schwartz Charts Series 


Of Musicals for Metro 


Hollywood, Oct. 10. 
Schwartz, formerly associ- 
with UFA in Berlin, 
Metro te work out a formula 


Hans 
ated 
in at 


for a series of medium budget musi- | r 
during 


ale 
Cais, 


two | 
more weeks required for cutting and | 


checked | 


Two On the Rail 


Hollywood, Oct. 

Benjamin Franklin Derby at 
under way this week with War- 
ners and Metro readying a pic- 
ture based on the life of Amer- 
ica’s earliest, greatest diplomat. 

Burbank has entered Edward 
G. Robinson for the title role, 
and Spencer Tracy is due to gal- 
lop for the Culver City stable. 


U.S. QUIZ IN 


ENDED 


Los Angeles, Oct. 10. 

Federal Grand Jury's investigation 
of the film industry is finished un- 
less there are order for further in- 
quiry by attorney general Frank 
Murphy. It is up to Washington to 
decide whether the legal explora- 
tions of his special assistant, Charles 
H. Carr, will be followed by indict- 
ments. 

Among the witnesses questioned 
on possible income tax, labor and 
trade violations were Louis B. May- 
er, Harry M. Warner, Harry Cohn, 
Pat Casey, Herbert Sorrell, Joseph 
Carpenter, Guy H. Cooper, 
Hentchell, Ed Hein, C. G. Blix and 
Victor Clarke. 


Selznick Pruning N.Y. 
End, Anticipating 
Production Hiatus 


Selznick-International began par- 
ing its New York staff this week in 


| preparation for a slated shutdown of 


its Coast Studios following comple- 


tion of ‘Rebecca’. First layoffs in 
the east were in the story depart- 
ment, remainder of the staff ex- 
pected to be left intact for a while 


inasmuch as there will be three S-I 
pix in release shortly. 


Story department is expected in a 


few weeks to have been reduced to 
Katharine Brown, eastern 
and her secretary. Miss Brown will 
stay on until about Jan. 1, when she 
also will go on furlough. Reason 


for the story department's being in 


Irving | 


editor, | 


No. 1 spot for the axe is that the | 
studio has laid up a good future 
supply of pronverties. Among them 


are ‘The Flashing Stream’, ‘Second 
Meeting’ and ‘Ordeal’. 

With the completion of ‘Rebecca’, 
| Selznick will have two pictures still 
to deliver on his current UA deal. 
‘Intermezzo’ opened last week. 
With the Wind’, 
making for Metro. 
completed at the 
‘Rebecca’. 

Selznick’s plan for a shutdown is 
partially due to present uncertain 
| conditions and partially 
sire to vacation and travel. 
ing the four to six month hiatus he 
will go to South America, looking 
over that territory with future films 
in mind, 

Reports that he will 
films next season are 
S-I execs to be ‘publicity’. He may 
or may not make that many, and 
probably won't, it is said. 


is expected to be 
same time as 


make eight 
admitted by 


Selznick’s” 40 Slate 
Holiywood, Oct. 10. 
David O. Selznick’s slate for the 
calendar year 1940 calls for six to 


Basil Dipson s Buffalo Product OK 


After Reported Beef to Justice Dept. 


SCRIPT AGENTS’ MOVES 


‘Collier Young’s N. Y. Visit—Monica | 


McCall's, Miriam Howell's Plans 


Collier Young, of the Myron Selz-_ 


nick agency’s Coast office, will re-| 
turn to Hollywood tomorrow 
¢‘Thursday) after a week of confabs 
in New York with Carl Brandt, head 
of Brandt & Brandt, 
reps in the west through the Selz- 
nick office. Young was also in to) 
make recommendations for the fu- 
ture of the Selznick office in New 
York. Swanky $600-a-month suite 


has been virtually vacant except for) 


a telephone operator for four 


months. It was praciically closed | 
down when Herman Bernie left as) 
its chief. 


Monica McCall has pulled out of | 
the Curtis Brown agency, where she 
handled play and film rights for the 
past four years. Allan Collins, Jr., 
will take over her work. Miss Mec- 
Call will set up her own literary 
agency. 

Miriam Howell, 
New York story editor for 


who resigned as 


understood returning to the Leland 
Hayward agency, where she _ for- 
merly was associated. She is ex- 
pected to handle submissions of 
story material to film companies in 
the east. 
mitting everything on the Coast. 


US. Biz Census 
Wants to Know 


All About Pix 


Washington, Oct. 10. 
Film industry's picture will be al- 
most full-length when the 1939 Cen- 


sus of Business is finished. Sample 
schedules issued by the U. S. Com- 
merce Department calls for a good 
deal of information never before | 
collected by the Federal Govern- | 
ment. 


Some of the questions indicate 


|that agitation over monopoly and 
|concentration of economic power 


‘Gone | 
which Selznick is | 


and wealth have caused some seri- 
ous concern, although the data is 
not likely to be available in time for 
use by either the Justice Depart- 
ment prosecutors or the Commerce 
Department pacifiers. When the 
answers have been digested, how- 
ever, the Government will be bette: 


| able to map out policies ‘of coopera- 


fo his de- | 
Dur- | 


tion as well as to attack the trade, 
if it still desires. 


The Commerce Dept. wants to 


know the prinicipal details about 
chain companies, for example, in- 
cluding. the home office address. 
data of debut in each city, total 
‘number of establishments under the 
same management, and time 
when each establishment was ac- 
quired. 


eight productions. five of which have | 


been selected. Sixth will be picked 


Selznick’s vacation, which 


If studio execs approve his ideas, | starts Nov. 1. 


he will be given a producer rating. 


Still Chasin’ Injuns 
Hollywood, Oct. 10. 

James Fenimore Cooper’s old Red- 
skin yarn, ‘The Deerslayer’, forms 
the basis of the second RKO produc- 
tion by Gene Towne and Graham 
Baker, 

Robert Bruce is leading a camera 
crew to Maine for forest back- 
grounds, Shooting at the studio 
staris Nov. 1, 


ARRIVALS 


(At the Port of New York) 
Buddy 


| Comes, 


and Judy Allen, Florénce | and production, 


First to go will be ‘The Swan.’ 
hitting the starting line about Feb. 1. 
Others are ‘Titanic, ‘If Winter 
and ‘Flashing Stream.’ 


Storm Stays West 
Hollywood, Oct. 10 
Samuel Goldwyn has 


hold Fred Storm at the studio as 
publicity chief, reversing himself af- 


correspondent east. 
only to Goldwyn. 

Jock Lawrence, 
boss, 


Storm reports 


former publicity 
is devoting his time to stories 
currently working 


& Alvarez, Harris, Claire & Shannon. | on a spy yarn. 


SAILINGS 


Oct. 12 (Amsterdam to New York) 


Dvi Dja and Balinese Ballet (Rot- 
| terdam). 
Oct. 12 (London to New York) 


Fanny Holtzman, Geraldine Fitzger- 
aid. John Wiison, Albert Parker 
(Manhattan), 


Wright’s Par Exodus 


Hollywood, Oct. 10. 


sociate producer in the Harold Hur- 


‘ley unit. 
| He made four pictures for the, 
‘studio, lagt ef was, Death of 


William Wright checked off the. 
Paramount lot after 18 months as as-. 


decided to 


ter ordering the former Washington | 


j}the annual 
| owners, 


On the ledger side, the schedule 
calls for the usual figures on re- 
ceipts and payrolls but, in addition, 
has a space for reporting the total 
taxes collected from customers and 
turned over to local, staie or Federal 
governments. Includes sales and 
amusement levies. 

Payroll data is the same as usual. 


The number of paid emplovees must | 
as well | 


be reported for each month, 
as the total for a sample week in 
October. Data must cover both full- 
time and part-time workers, while 
salary of proprietors, 
and firm members must be 
given in a lump. 


+ 


whom Young. 


Samuel | 
Goldwyn about five months ago, is | 


Hayward is currently sub- | 


| Buffalo, Oct. 106. 


Saie of the RKO product firsi-run 
in Buffalo to the Basil-Dipson cir. 
cuit, and away from the Publix. 
Shea chain, according to account, 
stems from a complaint lodged with 


the Department of Justice, because 
of inability to get pictures of major 
caliber for the Century, taken over 
| last August by B-D. House was for. 
_merly in the Publix-Shea fold end, 
in the past, had obtained film first- 
| run, 

| In addition to success of Basi]- 
Dipson in getting RKO first-run for 
the Century in downtown Buff, it 
is reported 18 Warner pictures may 
| be released by Publix-Shea to the 


| house in order to maintain peace. 

| Gist of the complaint to the D. ef 
| J., it is said, was that when the Cen- 
tury was operated by Publix-Shea 
(an affiliate of Paramount), it had no 
difficulty getting film, last year hav- 
ing played 105 features, and that just 
| because it is under different man- 
| agement now, there is no reason why 
the supply should end. 

Century has been playing Mono- 
gram and Republic pictures since it 
| was taken over by the Basil-Dipson 
| people. Latter have eight subse- 
quent runs in Buff and three Niagara 
| Falls houses. Circuit operates these 
,}as Basil Bros., while two others in 
Elmira, N. Y., and houses in Ohio, 
Pennsylvania and West Virginia are 
grouped under the Dipson circuit. 


Martin Buying Product 
Columbus, Oct. 10. 


{! Louis Martin has ironed out legal 
difficulties pertaining to the Court 
theatre, Cambridge, and is now sign- 
ing product contracts. House is ex- 
pected to open within a month. Mar- 
tin, with Harry Chakares, is plan- 
ning to build in Washington. Tenta- 
tive plans call to take over the Roxy 
and remodel extensively. 

Schine circuit delayed taking over 
management of Majestic, Nelsonville, 
until definite action in the Govern- 
ment suit results. 


Warners’ Deals 

Warner Bros, has closed up 
eral important circuit deals during 
the past week, in all cases calling 
for 100% of the product. They in- 
clude the Paramount-Blank theatres 
in the midwest; Maine and New 
Hampshire theatres in New England, 
in which Par also is interested; St. 
Louis Amusement Co. (Fanchon & 
Marco), operating over 100 houses 
in Missouri; and Joe Seider’s Pru- 
dential chain in New York and Long 
Island, totaling 51 theatres. 

Monogram has closed circuit deals 


with E. M. Loew Theatres, Inc., of 
Boston; Kincey circuit, North Care- 
lina: Anderson circuit, Chicago; 


Sheedon Grengs, Minneapolis, and E. 
F. Burgan, Kansas City. Pacts com- 
pleted by George W. Weeks, general 
sales manager of Mono. 


L. A. TON. Y. 


Mebane Beasley Harry 
Consianee Bennett Nunnally Johnsen 
Ward Byron Harold Kemp 
Frank Capra Reginald te Korg 
Ricardo Cortes Bela Lugosi 
Pauline Craie Burress Meredith 
Wiiliam Dozier Raymond Massey 
Corey Ford Edward Stevenson 
Ruth Gordon Jane Withers 
Nan Greyv Sol Wurtive 
lianvold tlackett Herbert J. Yates 
Harvey S. Haislip 
N. ¥. to L. A. 

Iulian Abeles Marx 
Mr. & Mrs. Irving Jor enh M. Sihene® 

Brecher Sugene Solew 
Tr A J. Cronin Van Upp 
Cloodman Franklyn Warner 
Mr. Mrs, Wervyn Mr. & Mrs Jeck L. 

leRe Warner 


Mr. & Mra. Groucho 


Other News of Interest to Films 


France acts to restore show biz... 
Many versions on Artie Shaw.... 
Radio reviews: Robert Benchley, 


Carroll, Jack Benny, 


Walter O'Keefe, Ben Bernie, 
Burns and Allen, Fred Allen, Herbert Marshall, Madeleine 
Nan Grey-Donald Woods, Joe Penner, 
‘Silver Theatre, Kate Smith, ‘By Kathleen Norris,’ 
Berle, Fanny Brice, Rudy Vallee........... Leeaee 
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SWG Can’t See Much Cause for Alarm 


Screen Writers Guild, at a meet 
prexy Charles Brackett, ‘reports b 


: Hollywood, Oct. 10. 
ing Monday (9) night was told by 
y members, with unofficial contact 


with Washington, would tend to disprove alarmists’ rumors about the 


war’s effects on the picture industry.’ 


Reports point out that even if 


all picture theatres in belligerent countries shut down completely, 


revenue would drop less than 10% 


, and the slack would be taken up 


by increased profits from other markets, , articularly as British, French 


and German competition have vani 


‘Question of money embargoes is not a new one. 


in most countries involved, have 


shed, 
Such embargoes, 
existed for many years, and film 


companies have found means to circumvent the obstacle.’ 


Brackett said around 315 writers 


are now working in major studios 


with no instance of scribes taking cuts, and only a slight falling off in 


employment. 


Film Payroll Choppers Appeased, 
Heavy Firing Over, Clip Here n’ There 


Hollywood, Oct. 10. 

Bombardment of picture payrolls 
showed signs of appeasement during 
the week, with the heaviest firing at 
Metro, where 42 sound men were 
registered as casualties in the war- 
time retrenchment. Lop-off reduced 
the sound personnel from 167 to 125. 
In the writing department, 24 week- 
to-week scribes were aired, and in 
other departments the reduction was 
registered at a slower tempo. 

Workers at Grand National studio 
were cut down to a skeleton crew of 
15, following an order by Earle W. 
Hammons to suspend salaries along 
the line, including home office and 
exchange employes, until the com- 
pany’s new financing deal is com- 
pleted. 

At Paramount, Y. Frank Freeman 
denied rumors that there would be 
a general shutdown. He explained 
that there is a definite plan to wind 
up all pictures currently shooting by 
Dec. 21, so that there will be no 
production during Christmas week. 
After that, he asserted, the studio 
will be busy with outstanding pic- 
tures until June. 


Schaefer Says Foreign 50% Off 
Hollywood, Oct. 10. 

War conditions in Europe have 
feduced business in London and 
Paris film theatres by at least 50%, 
according to cables received by 
George J. Schaefer, head of RKO. 
In provincial England, outside of 
eities, the trade was reported as two- 
thirds of normal, 

Two RKO pictures feeling the 
inch of war are ‘Gunga Din’ and 
Cavell.’ 
tance on ‘Din’ was only $33,000, as 
against a normal take running from 
$110,000 to $140,000. ‘Cavell,’ aimed 
et the British trade, is doing about 
half the business expected. In addi- 
tion, the exchanges find it hard to 
collect rentals. 


BEN GOETZ OPERATED 
ON IN N.Y. HOSPITAL 


Ben Goetz, chief of British pro- 
duction for Metro, was operated on 
in Doctors’ hospital, N. Y., last 
Thursday (5) for gallstones, He's 


recuping satisfactorily and expected | 
to be out of the hosp in about two) 


weeks. 


Goetz returned from Europe Sept. 
29 and was in confabs with Metro 
@xecs on the future there when the 
attack of illness occurred, 


Sinclair Lewis’ $75,000 


Asking Price a Record? 


If Sinclair Lewis gets the $75,000 
ie wants for the film rights of his 
latest. book, it will arnount to what 
is believed to be the highest figure 
ever paid. ‘Grapes of Wrath’ sold 
for $72,500 and ‘Gone With the Wind’ 
$52,000, latter bought from the 
proofs. 

Lewis’ book, just completed, 
tagged ‘Bethel Meriday,’ is a story 
of the theatre, strawhats in particu- 
lar, and is said to be based in part 


On the author’s experience while| money charged for the distribution ish market received $150,000 in re- wife and an infant baby accompany | 
touring recently in ‘Angela Is 22.’ 


| Doc Giannini East 


Hollywood, Oct. 10. 
Dr. A. H. Giannini is heading east 
this weekend for a month’s vacation. 
Wife, son and daughter-in-law 
will accompany him. 


STILL 
MYSTERY 


Game of ‘money, money, who's 
got the money?’ which Sam Gold- 
wyn and United Artists has been 
playing ever since the UA board of 
directors met last month to divvy 
up the company’s 1938 profits among 
its producers, still goes on. Gold- 
wyn has maintained from the start 
that he was ‘included out’ of the 
bonus payments, and is having his 


| contract on this ground. 
a member of its board of directors, 


for Goldwyn and it is just a matter 
of his picking it up. 


attorney take steps to break his UA | 


Charles Schwartz, UA counsel and | panies will be hard hit. 


It is said on one hand that Gold- | 
wyn, for technical legal reasons, is| good product it would leave. ‘ 
refusing to accept the coin, while a| lish government also has been ap-/ return to the Coast the end of this 


MAJOR 


Gross Potentialities Not as 
Big a Headache as Task 
of Getting Money Out of 
Belligerent Countries — 
British Pound Keynotes 
Foreign Film Situation 


15% ‘BREAKAGE’ 


Crux of the threat to foreign busi- 
ness, as result of the European war, 
is tied to the British pound and what 
Great Britain does on currency re- 
strictions. Foreign department ex- 
ecutives are more concerned over 
what will happen to their film 
rental money in belligerent coun- 
tries, than over the threat to gross 
business in the foreign field. They 
realize that what is done by Great 
Britain’s government regarding lim- 
itations on remittances and foreign 
exchange will have a decided effect 
on foreign revenue because of the 
wide usage of British pound sterling 
by so many nations. 

A government proposal to restrict 
the export of coin from England has 
been handed American distributor 
representatives by Oliver Stanley, 
head of England’s Board of Trade, in 
London. Matter is still undecided, 
but it is generally understood that a 
satisfactory solution of the British 
quota law question will clear the 
air. Film company officials admit 
the whole difficulty just now, in re- 
lation to business in Great Britain, 
is that the financial policy under the 
war regime has not been definitely 
established by the British. 

In the meantime, U. S. companies 
are not getting any rental money on 


Jr. Laemmle’s Czech Pic 
With an Anti-War Theme 


Hollywood, Oct. 10. 

Three companies are _ reported 
negotiating with Carl Laemmle, Jr., 
for distribution of ‘Skeleton on 
Horseback,’ made by a Czecho- 
slovakian company in Prague, but 
which has English dialog. 

Picture carries a strong preach- 
ment against war and is replete with 
incidents which touched off the 
powder keg in Europe. 


RADIO SQUAWKS 
AGAIN FROM 
EXHIBS 


Minneapolis, Oct. 10. 

The presence of so many topflight 
funsters on the air, together with 
war commentators, is making radio 
opposition the toughest that it ever 
has been, local independent exhibi- 
tors claim. Northwest Allied lead- 
ers blame present ‘poor business’ in 
part on this opposish. 

The Northwest Allied bunch as- 
sert that various theatre owners 
/have noted many missing faces dur- 
,ing the past fortnight particularly 
and have searched out the owners 
thereof to obtain the lowdown on 
the absences. In all too many cases, 
it’s declared, they were told that the 
former patrons remained away to 
listen to the free radio entertain- 
ment. 

‘I don’t want to miss Bob Hope’s 


new contracts from Great Britain. | program,’ was the gist of the an- 


The remittances 
ported as collections on old commit- 
ments. 

If London does put on the brakes, 
restricting the amount of rental) 
money that can be shipped from | 
England to the U. S., picture com- | 
However, 


there are two tangible reasons why 


declares that the money is waiting | such a situation may not develop. 


One is that the British do not 
want to lose American companies as | 
distributors, because of the void of 
Eng- 


| Goldwyn rep declared yesterday that prised of how the free flow of money | 


i though it 1s admitted that it is due 
him under the 


erate. 

If UA has ectually failed to pass 
Goldwyn his gravy, it is believed 
that the reason may lie in the suit 
Goldwyn brought against the com- 


with them. Case is now awaiting 
decision and on its outcome may de- 
pend the bonus payment. 
Goldwyn’s Cuts 

Cut in salaries of top 
the Goldwyn organization is fore- 
| seen as likely soon, inasmuch as 
| Goldwyn is determined not to fire 


cut pay of the lesser help. It is ad- 
mitted that a few persons have re- 


in the normal course of business.’ 


more efficient manufacturing costs. 


Frenke’s GN Suit 


Holiywood, Oct. 10. 


superior court, 
pany with making wrongful deduc- 
tions on the proceeds of his picture, 
‘Life Returns.’ 


of his film was never spent. 


plan’ on which UA’s producers op- | 


| 


Last weekly remit- | it is just the other way around; that! is necessary for extensive production 
| UA, for technical legal reasons, has} by 


| refused to vote him the money, al- | Britain under the quota. 


American companies in Great 


The other is that Great Britain has 


‘Silverstone bonus! no desire to antagonize any U. S. 


industry. 


Wide Effect 
What happens to the British pound | 
and what is done by Great Britain 
regarding currency restrictions is 


'regarded as likely to be reflected in 


pany last winter to break his termer | 


many nations tied to the pound 


sterling. These include India, South | 
| Africa, Australia, New Zealand and 


execs of | 


any large number of employees or | tries through London. 
| 


First step ordered by Goldwyn has. serious 
been the careful rewriting and edit- pound’s value would represent a 
ing of stories to cut down the num- severe loss in the gross take from 
ber of expensive sets and to obtain belligerent countries. 


| 


Fugene Frenke filed suit for $2,113 weakness would be wiped out be-- 
against Grand National Pictures in cause operations overhead would be. 
charging the com- benefited to that extent. 
| 


| not been frozen. 


other British Empire colonies. Canada 
uses the dollar system. The govern- 
ment of Great Britain as war 
credits established in nearly all Brit- 
ish dominions, which forces the 
clearance of money of these coun- 


Pound sterling now is down ap- 
proximately 15%. For a major 


cently been separated from the pay-|company having a foreign gross | 
roll, ‘not as war retrenchment but) business running into millions an-| 


nually this, of course, is an item of | 
import. This dip in the | 


However, the same major com- 
pany also would benefit to the ex- 
tent of 15% in the matter of oper- 
ating costs, since these are figured in 
pounds also. Thus it is conceivable. 
and likely that a hefty portion of, 
the loss suffered by the pound’s. 


An encouraging feature to date is, 
that rental coin in Great Britain has | 


(Continued on page 60) 


received are re- | swers, they say. 


| future policy, 


‘So I stayed away 
from the picture.’ 

If it isn’t Hope, it’s Fred Allen, 
Kaltenborn, Jack Benny, Burns and 
Allen, or others, according to the 
grumbling exhibitors. 


JOE SCHENCK’S H.0. 
POWWOWS WITH KENT 


Joseph M. Schenck will probably 


week or early next, after huddles at 
the 20th-Fox home office to discuss 
the emergency caused by the war, 
immediate problems, 
Schenck con- 
over 


plus other matters. 
ferred with S. R. Kent 
weekend, 
company’s president from the Thou- 


the | 
following return of the! 


sand Islands where he spent a por- 
tion of the summer. Well rested 
after his summer vacation, Kent was | 
back at his 20th office desk Monday | 
(9) and is expected to remain east | 
indefinitely. 

William Goetz did not come east | 
last week, as Yreported, and is not} 
expected in the immediate future. | 

Jack L. Warner is also in New 
York discussing present plans, poli- 
cies, problems, etc., with h.o. War- | 
ner Bros. executives. He will return 
to the Coast the end of the week. 
Mervyn LeRoy is another N. Y. visi- | 
tor, going back the end of the week. | 


‘Trouble’ for Schuster 


Hollywood, Oct. 10. 
Harold Schuster, who recently re- 
turned from England, signed with 
Universal to direct ‘Trouble Is My | 


Middle Name,’ with Edmund Lowe | 


|and Constance Moore in the top 
spots. 
Story, by Roy Chandler, deals 


with newspaper work. 


DR. CRONIN’S COAST DICKER 
Dr. A. J. Cronin, English author, 
to the Coast today (Wednesday) to 


|set a contract writing job at one of 


the studios. 
Anxious to remain in this coun- 


One major com- try, he has put his two children in 
Plaintiff asserts that part of the | pany depending heavily on the Brit- private school in Rhode Island. His_ 


| 


| 


to Hollywood. j 


After nearly two years of nego- 
tiations, an agreement for the re- 
sumption of Hollywood financing of 
legit will become effective in about 
a month. Terms are virtually set 
and will be submitted to the Drama- 
tists Guild membership and _ the 
Broadway managers within the next 
week or two. Deal will be effec- 
tive immediately after the two mem- 
berships okay it, with the managers 
expected to do this without delay. 

Plan, which is understood to have 
been approved by the Guild council 
last week, is reported to be a com- 
promise between the proposals sub- 
mitted by the Guild representatives 
and film company officials several 
months ago, but along the general 
lines of the formula suggested by 
the latter group. 

Instead of the $15,000 ‘bonus’ pro- 
posed by the Guild, the plan calls 
for a minimum ‘advance’ of $5,000 
for the first week’s run, an addi- 
tional $2,500 for a second week’s run 
and a total of $15,000 ‘advance’ if 
the play runs threc weeks. Of course 
such payments would merely be an 
advance for the picture rights to the 
play and would not take the place 
of royalties for the legit engage- 
ment, or picture royalties based on 
the Broadway and road run. But 
the fact that the minimum payments 
will be in the nature of an ‘ad- 
vance,’ rather than a ‘bonus,’ is a 
break for the film end. 


Sliding Scale Royalties 


Royalties for the picture rights are 
to be figured on a sliding scale based 
on the length of the legit run, the 
week gross and the operating ex- 
pense. Not revealed exactly what 
the terms are, but it’s understood 
they’re higher than in the proposal 
originally submitted by the studios. 

Pointed out that the new agree- 
ment will be alternative to the 
regular minimum basic agreement, 
rather than a substitute for it. Thus, 
legit managements may produce 
under the existing rules, or under 
the new plan, either with or with- 
out film backing, according to whiche 
ever they or the studios prefer. 

Figured that in many cases the 
Broadway producers and the Holly- 
wood end will probably operate 
under the alternative plan. But in 
some cases they are expected to op- 
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wood Just Can't 
Costly Habit of 


Get Over That 
Changing Titles; 


| | Par’s New ‘Moon’ Team 


Hollywood, Oct. 10. 
| New romantic team at Paramount 
' is Patricia Morison and Robert Pres- 
ton, to be co-starred in ‘Moon Over 
| Burma,’ based on a novel by Wilson 


Each Switch Averages $50,000 Loss « 


Hollywood, Oct. 10. 

Come another Jan. 1, the day set 
aside for sour stomachs and sweet 
resolutions, and the picture makers 
will release their annual pronounce- 
ments’ against the fallacy of chang- 
ing titles once a vehicle has been 
sent into production. Then, on Jan. 
2, as in the past, they will resume 
their former expensive policy of 
switching tags while the cameras 
are turning or even on the eve of re- 
lease. 

It’s a pastime as old as the cinema 
itself, and in spite of its amazing 
wastefulness in actual dollars and 
cents, it is one that holds promise 
of being with us forever, 
vows repeated yearly by studio execs 
notwithstanding. Meanwhile, lot ac- 
countanis go merrily on juggling 
records to take care of the resultant 
unnecessary outgo ranging anywhere 
from $5,000 to $50,000 for each of 
the 75 to 125 title revisions put into 
effect every 12 months. 

When an exhib, scanning his 
Variety, reads that 


as name of its completed and about- 
to-be-released A budgeter, he mere- 


ly shakes his head and tells him- |} 
self that ‘Hollywood is still at it!’ | 
But custodians of Super-Colossal's | 


production and_ distribution cost 


sheets are not able to toss the mat- | 


Confusion of Titles . 


ter off so lightly. On the debit side 
of their ledgers they must enter a 
series of figures to cover this lost 
effort, numerals that tell only a small 


solemn | 


Super-Colossal | 
Pictures has substituted ‘South Seas | 
Honeymoon’ for ‘Pago-Pago Nuptials’ | 
|next it was being heralded as ‘The | 
Half of the | 


somebody | trust for the kids his remuneration 


a 
+ 
| cumstances the tag, ‘Are Husbands 
Necessary?’ might be embarrassing 


‘to her, she urged that it again be | 


for Yours,’ with the publicity depart- HITS SHO W MEN 


|ment launching a new drive in way | 
of wordage, art and what-have-you. | 


'changed. The studio crowd agreed, 


| and the picture became ‘My Love 


This newest tag lasted exactly four 
_days, when it was blue-penciled in 
favo: 
| which survived only 24 hour. 
/it reverted to ‘My Love for Yours, 
| the flackery, advertising and exploi- 


when 


tation guns continuing to boom away | 


| with each succeeding shift. In the in- 
| terim some 4,000 stills were re-print- 
ed with new captions. Then came 
|}another, and finally the present re- 
‘lease tag, ‘Honeymoon in Bali.’ 
Case of ‘Bali,” nee ‘Woman’ et al., 
is not an isolated one by any means. 
Warners had equal difficulty in mak- 


were unshuttered, but it wasn’t long 


beth and Essex.’ That title seemed 
meaningless to outfit’s sales heads, so 


Knight and the Lady.’ 

footage was in before 

pointed out that Bette Davis and 
(Continued on page 62) 


Costly at Boxoffice 


of ‘It Happens to Women,’ | 


|'ing up its mind about ‘The Private , 
‘Lives of Elizabeth and Essex.’ That's , 
'the way it stood when the lenses | 


before it was shortened to ‘Eliza- | 


| series of golf shorts. 


US. TAX RULING 


Washington, Oct. 10. 
Refusal of the U.S. Supreme Court 
Monday (9) to review the tax row 
between Bobby Jones, former golf 
champion, and the Internal Rev- 
enue men may mean grief for 


/Numerous persons Hollywood. 
'Case which was thrown out this 
week had widespread significance 


since it involved the legality of busi- 
ness methods rumored used by 
numerous executives and actors in 
order to cut their liability to the 
Federal Government. 

Without any explanation beyond 
the usual curt ‘denied,’ the highest 
bench disagreed with contentions of 
ones’ lawyers that the appeals 
court erred in backing up _ the 
Treasury's claim the club-swinger 
could not sell his services to a cor- 
poration which would rent them out 
to a film company and then hold in 


from camera work. Device had been 
used to save as much as possible of 


| the $156,000 he received from War- 


ner Bros. several years ago for a 
Jones reported 
_his income from the picture venture 
'at only the $1,000 per annum which 
_ Was paid by the corporation which 
_his father headed. 
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Hays Office's 5-204, Cuts Will Trim | 


Annual Budget from $845,000 to 6006 


| Drastic salary cuts for the whole 
Motion Picture Producers & Dis- 
tributors organization, effective last 
Friday (6), is the forerunner of other 
economies at the Hays office which 
is expected to trim the annual bud- 
get from $845,000 (last current fig- 
ure) to $600,000, and possibly to 
around $500,000 per year. This in 
turn is expected to result in an av- 
erage of $8,000 for each of 26 mem- 
ber-companies, 

Salary slashes were = announced 
for the Hollywood office earlier in 
the week. They were in line with 


Will Rogers Memorial 
Distributes Checks 
To Infantile Funds 


| Special contribution of $50,000 for 
| aid to institutions specializing in the 
| care of handicapped children was 
announced last week by the Will 
Rogers Memorial Commission which 
supports the Will Rogers Memorial 
Hospital at Saranac Lake. Its phil- 
anthropies to perpetuate the mem- 
ory of the late comedian were ex- 
tended to that extent, the sum being 
allocated among 25 various comuni- 
ties throughout the U. S. 

General Hugh S. Johnson, chair- 
man of the recent Infantile Par- 
alysis campaign in Greater New 
York, was given a check for $14,595 
so that this could be administered 
by the New York chapter for emer- 
gency needs and recovery treatment 
of handicapped children in this area. 


those in New York, the reductions 
being reported uniform for al] Havs 
office employees making $50 per 
week or more, being graduated from 
5% to 20% according to amount re- 
ceived, The 20% slash is applicable 
to all receiving $500 or more. 

The 20% cut trims Will Hays’ <a]. 
ary from $100,000 per year to $80.. 
000, the president of MPPA agreeing 
to voluntarily take the reduced pay, 
although holding a long-term con- 
tract which does not expire for near- 
ly three years. Others with contracts 
are understood to have agreed to the 
pay cut. 

Entire economy campaign with the 
veteran Hays organization is at- 
tributed to the European war, major 
companies emphasizing sails musi be 
trimmed because revenue from the 
foreign field will be reduced con- 
siderably by the conflict. Hays trim- 
ming is in line with economy moves 
on the part of numerous companies 
which fear a heavy dent in the 
highly profitable British market will 
result from Europe’s warfare. 

If the MPPDA’s annual budget 
can be pruned to $600,000, it will 
be virtually the same figure as set 
by the Hays office in the fall of 1932 
when U. S. business was at lowest 
ebb of the depression. At thai time, 
Hays salary was set at $100,000 per 
year when he voluntarily took a 
$50,000 annual slash and agreed to 
eliminate nearly $100,000 vearly ex- 
pense. After that time, Havs paid 
expenses out of his own pocket. 

Hays originally was given a $100.- 
000-per-year pact in 1924. Then he 
was handed a three-year extension 
of the original agreement at $150,- 


part of the sad story, for there A 
no way of estimating the value of 
newspaper and magazine publicity | 
that has been piled up to the credit | 
of the initial title, all of which means | ; i 
nothing in view of the feature’s re- | Editor, VARIETY: 
christening. | We've had a great deal of discus- 
sion among our theatre men relative | 


For Feature Series 


Boston, Oct. 5, 


That Big Red Splotch 


Similar Methods 


Similar methods, said to have been 
used by film execs in connection 
with transactions of picture stock 
are now being scrutinized by the 


Justice Department and challenged | 


by the Revenue Bureau. Various 


Disbursements also were made the (000 per year. 

same day in 17 other cities, while! Besides the eight major produc- 
remaining allotments will be made | ing-distributing companies, the See 
this week. Pescara of the 26 member-com- 

| panies are made up largely of pro- 
Skouras Fund Contrib |ducing organizations. Membership 
Los Angeles, Oct. sy |fee is on a sliding scale, gauged 
Charles P. Skouras, head of FOX) jarsely by the amount of. business 
| West Coast theatres, turned over $5,- | by 


Among the items, however, that 


are written down in red ink are such 


things as: 

1. Studio publicity depart- 
ment manpower (salaries, 
expenses, overhead) work- 


ing on film’s bally for 10 

2. Stills and other art shot 

with captions carrying 

‘dead’ title on negative, 

with prints already made 

un and shipped 3,500 
3. Mailing expense, publicity 

4. Ads already placed and 

5. Work already done on ad- 

vertising accessories, etc... 7,500 
6. Expense of arranging co- 

operative tie-ups that now 

must be done over........ 2,500 


There was a time during the free- 
and-easy era of the industry when 
$27.500 was considered a trivial sum, 
but today it’s important cash to any 
studio exchequer. Yet, except for 
frequent oral outbursis on the sub- 


| 
ject, the Coast crowd seemingly does | 


nothing about it. It is, though, a 
problem that could easily be solved 
by giving tags a little more thought 
at start of film’s preparation period. 

Take the case of Paramount and a 
yarn purchased under the title of 
“Free Woman.” Flacks went to work 
on property the very day the con- 
tract was signed between studio and 
author. They continued their toil 
as it was handed to Jeff Lazarus as 
producer, and while he, in turn, set 
E. H. Griffith to direct and Fred 
MacMurray, Madeleine Carroll and 
Allan Jones as the stellar trio. Long 
before the vehicle actually went into 
work, the public was pretty well ac- 
quainted with the fact that Par was 
making ‘Free Woman’ and advance 
indications were that it would be 
something worth the price of admis- 
sion, 

But somewhere along the line a 
bright mind decided that ‘Are Hus- 
bands necessary?’ held far more b.o. 
appeal, so the first monicker was de- 
toured, carrying with it as worthless 
debris the reams of accumulated ex- 
ploitation. ‘Are Husbands Neces- 


sary?’ also was destined to be short- | 


lived, although studio and home 
office flacks already had _ trained 
their guns on it. 
Anything to Please 
Within the final two weeks of lens- 
ing, Miss Carroll decided to go to 


‘London to sue for her marital free- | 


dom. Suggesting that under the cir- 


, to a problem which has been bother- 
jing them for some time and about 
, which you are probably familiar. At 
any rate, I'd like to pass along their 
reaction for what it may be worth. 
The problem concerns the similari- 
ty of titles in current pictures and 
‘series of ‘family’ pictures. It is their 
|opinion—and as managers they are 
‘able to gauge pretty accurately the 
‘reaction of the moviegoing public— 


| that the public had become very con- | 
fused about the similarity of titles. | 


As a consequence, many patrons de- 
liberately avoid seeing certain films 
because they erroneously 
they have already seen them. 

As an illustration in point, take 
any one of the Andy Hardy series. 
It’s difficult for even an exhibitor to 
remember just which picture in this 
series he is showing. 
many of them following right after 
;one another that you can readily un- 
derstand the public’s reaction and 
subsequent confusion, 

The same thing holds true for the 
Dr. Kildare series, the Jones Family, 
|Mr. Moto, etc. 

Another example are the two films 


Jackie Cooper made for the same | 


company recently, ‘Boy of the 
Streets’ and ‘Streets of New York.’ 


believe | victory. Judges also refused to look | tutions specializing in the care of | 
| handicapped children. 


Rogers, widow of the lariat-twirling | 


‘GOLDWYN RELEASES 


| ods, 
There are so} 


performers are believed to have set 
up trust funds patterned on these 
lines as a means of foiling the tax- 
grabbers. 

Conceding that he was attempting 
to cut down on his taxes, Jones ar- 


he was not guilty of any offense as 
long as Congress had left the loop- 
hole. The courts didn’t see it this 
way, holding that he was liable to 


deficiency judgments even if he 
didn’t get the earnings direct. 
Second tax case of 


Hollywood was another Government 
into the argument between Betty 


humorist-actor, Will Rogers, and the 
Government over accounting meth- 
The Treasury claimed addi- 
tional taxes because it didn’t like the 
way she deducted from income the 
losses they suffered on certain Los 
Angeles property. Instead of treat- 
ing the $54,055 loss as an ‘ordinary’ 
business Jemon, the Internal 


enue Bureau ruled it was a ‘capital’ | 


loss, which has to be calculated in a 


bility by $33,959. 


GROUP’S ‘LIGHT’ MAY 


We found that these two titles were | 


mueh too similar, and I think we can 
definitely attribute a loss of business 
to the fact that patrons thought both 
films were identical. 

How to overcome this obstacle is 
of course, another problem. We've 
received very few concrete sugges- 
tions from the field. They know that 
a problem exists, but they are at a 
loss to suggest a remedy, and prob- 
ably the studios are also at a loss. 
The best suggestion I can make is 
that in all advertising the titles of 


the previous films in that series be the production of three features in| 
the next two years. Financing is all | 


listed in small type, and then the 
name of the current film in the series 
in a large bold type. The titles of 
the previous films might be checked 
‘off, and the tile of current film could 
be displayed in large-faced tvpe as 
the ‘latest in the hit series.’ I'd sug- 
gest that a procedure along these 
lines be followed in all advertising— 
trailers, lobby displays, 
ads, stills, ete. 

_ There is no doubt about the popu- 
‘arity of these series. The only diffi- 


culty is the obvious confusion about | 


| Which of the series has been seen 
and which hasn‘t, and we are certain 
this can be overcome. 

Harry Browning, 
Dir. of Pub. & Adv., M.& P. Theatres. 


newspaper 


BE FILMED BY THEM 


‘Tower of Light,’ Group Theatre’s | 


first legit offering of the season, 
tentatively set to open at the Belasco 


310 to the 


| 
‘lection made by the circuit in the 
|!recent Rogers Memorial drive. Sal- 
'vation Army gets the remainder. 

gued futilely that the practice was | 
entirely legal under the law and that | 


National Infantile Par- 
Foundation, 
represents 


alysis 


Sum part of the col- 


K. C.’s $562.50 
Kansas City, Oct. 10. 
The Will Rogers Memorial Com- 
mission presented a check in the 
amount of $562.50 to the K. C. chair- 


|man of the National Infantile Par- 
Foundation, in 
interest to| the policy of devoting a portion of 


keeping with 


the campaign funds to local insti- 


HOLD ON MISS OBERON 


Hollywood, Oct. 10. 
Sam Goldwyn has granted Merle 


Rev- | Oberon a release from her contract, | foreign revenue. 


which had three years to run. Pact 
|was held jointly with Alexander 


for nine months’ tenure with each 
| producer. 

| On her arrival from Europe last 
| week, Goldwyn approached her on 
| the suspension of the contract and 
| requested that she work for no other 
| producer during that time. The ac- 
| tress demurred and had her agent, 
Myron Selznick, negotiate a release. 
She plans to continue as a United 
Arists star and also work for other 


early in November, may be the ve-| producers. 


hicle for the organization's initia) 
film. 
Play is being eyed with that in 


view by execs of the Group and of 
Eastern Service Studios, Astoria, 
L. I., with which it has a deal for 


| set, selection of a story currently be- 
ing the only holdup. 


Donlevy’s Par Deal 


| Hollywood, Oct. 10. 
| Brian Donlevy closed a deal with 
Paramount for three pictures, with 
options for three more. 

First job under the new pact will 
be the title spot in ‘Down Went Mc- 
Ginty.’ 


LOY’S ‘FORSYTHE SAGA’ 
Hollywood, Oct. 10. 
Metro will star Myrna Loy in John 
Galsworthy’s ‘Forsythe Saga.’ 
Picture was intended for London 
production before the war broke out. 


| Republic 


| Katherine Grayson’'s 


Studio Contracts 


| 
Hollywood, Oct. 10. 

Diana Lewis inked player pact at 

| Metro. 

handed Tommy 

one-year player ticket. 


Ryan 
minor con- 
with Metro approved by 
| Superior court. 
| Eddie Dunn signed three-picture 
acting deal with 20th-Fox,. 

Superior Judge Emmet H. Wilson 
approved contract between Jean 
Cagney and Paramount. 

Doris Day handed stock contract 
at Republic. 

Paramount hoisted Virginia Dale’s 
player option. 

Norah Perry's stock player option 
| lified by Metro. 
| Rosemary Lane given new player 
iticket at Warners. 


| Coast Cuts 
| 
| 
| 


| The last officially recorded budget 
|'of the Hays association was $845.- 
|}000. Of this amount, about $301.000 
|is credited as going for salaries and 

incidentals of operation. Aside from 

this amount, $350,000 goes for ex- 
| tensive educational and public rela- 


|tions activities; $100,000 for han- 
|} dling foreign affairs; $48.000 for 
;}court and legislative matters and 


| study of internal problems: and $46.- 
000 for administration of the adver- 
tising code. Budget covers offices in 
Paris, London, Washington 

| Hollywood, besides New York. 

Meeting Again Today (Wed.) 
Hays office directors will go into 
|another adjourned session’ today 
(Wednesday), with the European 
| war situation and necessary €cono- 
mies foremost in mind. Realignment 
of activities for the Hays office in 
the coming season, with possibly a 
inew budget tentatively set, may re- 
| sult today from a desire of directors 
'to adjust operating cost to reduced 
It was not revealed 
| what would be the course of action 
should a_ successful peace parley 


and 


different manner, raising her lia- | Korda, her husband, and provided | between warring factions in Europe 


| develop. The possibility, however, 
|is likely to be given consideration. 
| Hays directors adopted a resvlu- 
| tion paying tribute to Thomas A. 
Edison and George Eastman, latter 
having prepared the flexible film 
|used in the first Edison kinetoscope 
| machine on Oct. 6, 1889. Directorate 
|also adopted a resolution expressing 
its regret at the loss of a 
| leader, Carl Laemmle, 
true friend to all men and 
career will be a lasting inspiration.’ 


pioneer 
was & 
w hose 


Hollywood, Oct. 10. 

Drastic cuts in the personnel of 
| the Producers Association set UP, 
| Will Hays office and Central Casting 
|Corp. are being made. First to £0 
| were Kyle Palmer, chairman of com- 
mittee on public relations, and Gabe 
| Yorke, another member of the com- 
| mittee. 

Palmer was employed _ in 
shortly after Frank Merriam 
elected governor, and has served «Ss 
legislative contact for the Producer 


Way of Our Flesh 


Hollywood, Oct. 10. 
Paramount is shifting its remcuke 
of ‘The Way of All Flesh’ from «h 
Austrian to an American buck- 


1935, 


was 


ground to avoid international kinks. 
Shooting starts in two weeks. Low's 
King directing. 
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1939 PICTURES 


VARIETY 5 


PUSH 15% TILT 


20th-Fox Follows WB, Par and M-G 
In Okaying 10-15-20% Cancellations 


In line with the 10-15-20%% rejec- 
tion privilege as called for by the 
trade practices code, 20th-Fox has 


FAIL AGREE 


Increase Through Hour Re- 


+ 


CLARK GETTS EXPANDS 


| Voeller, Ray West Join His Holly- 


= 


Jules Levy s RKO Resignation 
Brings Andy Smith In, Realigns 
Entire Sales Setup; May Join UA 


EXTRAS 


agreed to this basis of cancellation | wood Office 
under all its deals for the 1939-40, 


season and beyond, where written 
for more than one year. Accounts 
will be permitted to exclude up to 
20% where the rental average over 
a year is $100 or under; 15% where 
the average is between $100 and 
$250, and the usual 10% beyond that. 

This is the same basis of cancella- 
tion that accounts on the Metro and 
Paramount books are receiving, these 
companies also allowing the rejec- 
tion on all deals for '39-40 written 
during the year and while the code 
was still deep in negotiation. War- 
ner Bros. permits 20% on rentals up 
to $100, and the customary 10° over 
that figure. 

It was a foregone conclusion that 


90th-Fox would give its accounts the | 


benefit of the enlarged elimination 
under product contracts in view of 
the fact that it was S. R. Kent who 
strongly backed a proposal to let ex- 
hibitors cancel out more pictures 
than in the past. Kent was chairman 
of the distributor committee which 
worked out the ill-fated code, and 
has been ardent in his desire to give 
the exhibs the maximum in conces- 
sions that are possible under the 
present system of selling film. 

With four companies, the largest 
of the Big 10, now granting an en- 
larged exclusion, RKO, Columbia, 
Universal, Monogram and Republic 
remain to be heard from. United 
Artists is an exception since it never 
did have a cancellation and couldn't 
now in view of its peculiar setup. 
In addition to merchandising pic- 
tures on a more or less individual 
basis and with contracts written on 
an individual producers’ pictures, a 
cancellation is virtually impossible. 
Every producer in UA would have 
to make 10 pictures before as little 
as 10% or one film could be can- 
celled, as a matter of pure arithme- 
tic. 


ASC NOT AFFILIATING 


WITH IATSE PHOTOGS 


Hollywood, Oct. 10. 

American Society of Cinematogra- 
phers Monday night (9) voted over- 
whelmingly against affiliating with 
International Photographers 
659, of IATSE. 
agreed to acceptance of a separate 
IA charter, with membership limited 
exclusively to directors of photogra- 
phy. Failing to get such a charter, 
ASC continues as an independent 
organization. 


NLRB Reviewing TMAT 


Beef vs. B’klyn Chain 


Hearing was held by the National | 


Labor Relations Board yesterday 


(Tuesday) on charges by the Motion | 


Picture Division of the Theatrical 
Managers, Agents 
Union that the Endicott Circuit, 
Brooklyn, refuses to recognize or 
bargain collectively with the union 
and is otherwise violating the Wag- 
ner act. Decision was reserved. 
TMAT strike against the 12 houses 


of the circuit has been in progress | 
) All the theatres are being | 
picketed, except two, which have | 


10 weeks, 


closed since the walkout began. Un- 


fon maintains it has a majority of | 


managers and assistant managers in 
the circuit and that several members 
were fired when it was discovered 
they belonged to the organization. 

Ushers walked out in sympathy 
With the TMAT members at the 
Park; Ritz and En- 
dicott. Ushers, doormen, cashiers, 
and matrons struck in sympathy at 
the Howard, Sun and Metro. Howard 
and Metro are the houses that closed 
down. Other theatres involved are 
the Coliseum, Berkshire, Fortway, 
and Hollywood. 

Hearing will be held next Tuesday 


(17) on the union’s demand for re- 


Cognition by the Raybond circuit. 


Hollywood, Oct. 10. 

| Clark Getts, the New York lecture 
| impresario, is opening a Hollywood 
office and has installed a_ staff 
| headed by W. H. Voeller, once with 
Paramount but more recently with 
Conquest Alliance, Aerograms and 
/Other radio ventures. Ray West, 
former orchestra leader, will be 


| head of Getts’ orchestra division and 
| Ethel McDowell comes in from New 
York to run the office. 

Getts, an alumnus of the NBC | 
artists bureau, plans a general talent 
representation set-up. He handles | 
the affairs of Osa Martin among 
others. 


Mono Prez Observes 
U.S. Increases Should 


Offset Foreign Less 


Monogram Pictures operating | 
profit of $78,773 for the eight-month | 
period running from Nov. 1 last to | 
July 1, 1939, was reported by W. | 
| Ray Johnston, president, in a state- | 

ment before the stockholders’ meet- | 
ing last Wednesday (4). He said | 
the profit for the 26-week period 
ending on July 1 last totalled $41,541. | 
A. Sisto, O. Henry 
| Briggs, William B. Jaffe, Scott R. | 
| Dunlap, Trem Carr, T. P. Loach, | 
| Norton V. Ritchey and Samuel 
Broidy were reelected directors. 
| Johnston claimed that Mono would 
| likely be less affected than the larger | 
| companies ‘because of the fact that 
in England we are guaranteed a cer- 
| tain advance on each picture as de- | 


Johnston, J. 


duction Sought for Players 
Drawing Under $500 
Weekly — Prepare Basic 
Contract Demand 


SAG DEFIES CUTS 


Hollywood, Oct. 10. 
Demand for a 15% wage boost for 


NETH’S REFINANCING 


Columbus Nabe Operator’s $245,000 
Mortgage Cancels 2 Others 


Columbus, Oct. 10 | 

Completing a refinancing program, | 
the J. Real Neth Theaters, operating | 
the Eastern, Markham, Clinton, State | 
Lincoln and Cameco, all Columbus | 
neighborhood units, has given a | 


extras is being readied by the Screen | 
Actors Guild. Proposal will be sub- | 
mitted to the Producer-SAG Stand- | 
ing Committee, with a proviso that 
request be sent to arbitration if com- 
mittee members are unable to agree. 


Actors also are mulling idea of in- 
cluding day players, stunt men and /' 
stock players in wage demand. An. 
increase, through reduction in hours, | 
may be sought for performers re- 
ceiving up to $500 per week or em- 
ployed on a daily basis of not more | 
than $83.33 per diem. These are | 
only contract clauses on which the | 
Guilders can demand arbitration. 


If the proposed increases are | 
granted, $5.50 check for stricily at- | 
mosphere players would be upped | 
to $6.3215; the $8.25 check for regu- 
lar extras to $9.5854; the $11 check 
for special classifications to $12.65; 
the $12.50 check to $14.37145; the 
$16.50 check for dress extras to 
$18.9715, and the $25 check to $28.75 
for extras who have lines to speak. 

Statistics on which SAG will ask 
reopening of its Basic Minimum 
contract are now being prepared by | 
Nate Edwards, in charge of junior 
division of SAG, and attorney Jack 
Dales, Jr. Contract clause on which 
the SAG hopes to hang 15% pay tilt, 
follows: 

‘The said committee shall, at said | 


|; which many members 


$245,000 mortgage to the City Na- | 
tional Bank & Trust Co., cancelling | 
one for $265,000, and another for | 
$165,000. 
A chattel mortgage for $245,000 | 
also was given the bank as additional 
collateral behind the mortgage. 


Technicians’ Local 37 
On Coast Given Back 
Its Autonomy by IATSE 


Hollywood, Oct. 10. 
Immediate restoration of  au- 
tonomy to Technicians Local 37 was 
ordered by the IATSE, in an agree- ' 
ment reached over the weekend. | 
Peace pact also releases $100,000 in 


funds tied up for several months. | 


New deal between unions calls for 
merging the membership of Local 37 
with Local 728. 

Status of Locals 44, 80 and 727, to 
of No. 37; 
were assigned, is unaffected by the | 
peace move. Members of the No. |! 
37 board of governors who did not 
resign or transfer retain their posts. 
Election of permanent officers will 
be held in December. 


, outside business. 


Following resignation on Friday 
(6) of Jules Levy, as RKO general 
sales manager, RKO on Monday (9) 
appointed A. W. Smith, Jr., eastern 
sales mgr. and laid out a realign- 
ment of its districts. Smith, former 
associate of Ned E. Depinet in First 


| National, takes over the eastern end 


on sales immediately, while E. L. 
McEvoy shifts to a newly-created 
division taking in Cleveland, De- 
troit, Indianapolis and Cincinnati. 
Realignment of other field districts 
also figures, 


Pending announcement from Levy 
on future plans, possibly forth- 
coming within a week, with a United 
Artists connection strongly rumored, 
plus a plunge into production, he is 
remaining at the RKO office to take 
care of unfinished business. Another 
report is he may enter theatre op- 
eration on his own. Levy re- 
fuses to comment at this time on 
the UA report but believed that if 
he goes in there, it will be as gen- 
eral manager in the post, not since 
filled, formerly held by Andy 
Smith, Jr. Smith left nearly a year 
ago and has been inactive in films 
in the interim, although having an 
In UA, meantime, 
sales have operated under two di- 
vision managers, Harry Gold (east? 
and L. J. Schlaiffer (west), both be- 
ing directly under Murray Silver- 
stone, 

In addition to the creation of a 


/new district in charge of McEvoy, 


the entire south is being consoli- 
dated into one division. Bob Mo- 
chrie, district manager formerly with 
Warner Bros., who shifted to UA 
when Smith went over from WB, is 


to be in charge of the whole south, 
with 


headquarters at Atlanta. 
Under the old RKO setup, Hubert 


|livered against our percentage, in- | 
stead of operating on a strictly per- | meeting, discuss such modification of 
centage basis as most of the com-/| this agreement as may be suggested 
panies do.’ | by either committee, and submit 

Johnston also pointed out that ‘the | recommendations to the Guild and to 
supposition of all people in our in-| the producers, and if such rec- 
dustry is that the countries not €n-| ommendations are concurred in by 
gaged in the war will become larger! the Guild and the producers, they 
buyers of American-made pictures, | shall become a part of this contract. 
thus partly offsetting any loss of|If the committee cannot reach an 
revenue from England.’ agreement, either committee may de- 


|} autonomy move, are to be drawn. ern 


Attorney fees incurred by 37, and Lyons had the eastern half of the 
part of expenses accumulating to | south and Sol Sachs the district com- 
IATSE in fighting the Technicians prising the western and southwest- 
portion. Lyons now takes 
from the $100,000 fund. over the Atlanta branch under Mo- 

chrie, while Sachs becomes Dallas 
exchange mgr. 
J. B. Brecheen, recently over the 


Ci0 DISCLAIMS NEW Atlanta branch, shifts to Charlotte 

| lotte, joins the Atlanta sales staff 
C. W. Allen, former Dallas manager, 


Local 
First cameramen | 


and Treasurers | 


PELTON, WALSH REP trim Petras ui 
STUDIOS ON LABOR 


Hollywood, Oct. 10. 

Fred Pelton, biz manager of the} 
Metro London productions, and Wil- | 
liam Walsh have been named pro-! 
ducer labor contacts. Walsh will | 
look after the legal aspects, with | 
Pelton concentrating on the wages | 
and hours conditions affecting the | 
studio crafts. Pat Casey continues | 
to handle film union negotiations in 
the studio basic agreement. | 
Understood Casey’s aide, Victor | 
| Clarke, retains his present post. 
Walsh handled nearly all important | 
film cases before the labor board and 
will resign as senior counsel for the 
Los Angeles office of the National | 
Labor Relations Board. 


tee Many Guns And | 
Not Enough Fiddles 


| Hollywood, Oct. 10. 

| ‘Guns and Fiddles,’ planned as a 
‘high budgeter for Robert Taylor, | 
| Hedy Lamarr and Miliza Korjus, was | 
'shelved by Metro because of unset- | 
'tled market conditions in Europe. 

| Miss Korjus plans a concert tour 
'while_.the studio readies another 
/yarn for her. 


Bergen Sleuths for U 


| Hollywood, Oct. 10. 


| 


| €dgar Bergen returns to the screen | 
' next Monday (16) as star in ‘Charlie 
McCarthy, Detective’ at Universal. | 


Frank Tuttle produces and directs. } 


| advised its 


The Standing Committee is now 
engaged in a study of the extra situa- 
tion, with the idea of making rec- 
ommendations that will eliminate | 
many problems of the small actor. 
Questionnaires have been sent to the 
players asking information as to the 
education, earnings, dependents, time 
in business, ability in other trades, | 
etc. Géeneral idea is to reduce list | 
of extra players to a point where 
those remaining can earn a liveli- 
hood. 

In the meantime the SAG has 
members to veto any 
suggestions from producers that they 
take percentage salary cuts. After 
discussion by SAG board of directors 
of reports that top and supporting 
players were being asked to 
cuts, Kenneth Thomson, SAG exec- 
utive secretary, sent the following 
letter to all senior members: 

‘Rumors are current in the indus- 
try of pending salary cuts in all de- 
partments. Certain studios have al- 
ready started interviewing contract 
players with respect to reduction in| 
their present salaries. 

‘The Guild believes that this is a} 


take 


|matter for consideration by the in-| 


dustry as a whole. You will recall 
that your president, Ralph Morgan, 
has publicly announced that the 
Guild is prepared to meet with the 
producers for the purpose of con- 
ducting an investigation into the en- 
tire -situation. 

‘We feel that it is the right of ac- 
tors to have a complete knowledge of 
the effects of the war, if any, on the 
motion picture industry. We believe 
that actors should learn from their 
own representatives the extent of 
the emergency, if any. We believe 
that actors should know exactly what 
every other branch of the industry, 

(Continued on page 17) | 


peared 


At special meetings and confer- 
ences that were held during the pasi 


| week it is understood that CIO offi- 
| cials, including the regional director 


of the union in the New York ter- 
ritory, have denied to responsible 
sources that a charter has been is- 
sued to a new operators-stagehands’ 
union. United Theatrical and Mo- 
tion Picture Service Employees | 
Union, taking in all crafts in thea- 
tres, and headed by Bernard Deck- 


| off, is reported claiming a CIO af- 


filiation. This union is promising to 
supply operators, stagehands, etc., 
to Greater New York houses. 

The New York State Musicians’ 
union operates out of the same head- 
quarters as United and would be 
Opposition to all music-men in the 
state, while United is a threat as a 
rival to Local 306, N. Y. operators 
as well as No. 1 stagehands 


Tom Mix Back from 18 
Months’ Tour Abroad 


will 
staff there by Sachs. 


| his 
added to 
will be the Mochrie territory in the 
south, 


were not distribution men. 
of course is, having come up from 


be fitted into the local sales 


Cresson E. Smith continues over 
present western division, but 
the districts under him 


Other districts remain. 
Schaefer Move Over Sales 
George J. Schaefer, RKO presi- 


dent, is reported instrumental from 
the top in the realignment on sales. 
On the Coast now, it is understood 
he will divide his time between the 
ea t 


and west, with Depinet move 


directly in charge of general sales 
matters than in the past, following 
Levy’s resignation. 


RKO is the only company that in 


-ecent years had a v.p. over distribu- 
tion, plus a general sales manager. 
This 
measures of the company and the 
doubling in numerous high admin- 


setup followed reorganization 


istrative matters of Depinet be- 
cause those in charge, including Leo 
Spitz—whom Schaefer succeeded 


Schaefer 


ales in Paramount, later becoming 


| head of distribution at UA. 


Hollywood, Oct. 10. 


Tom Mix is back in town after an 
18-month tour of Europe 
ended in Hamburg, Germany. The | 
day war was declared, Mix packed 
up, trained to Antwerp and sailed 
for home. While abroad he ap- 
with the Circus Belle and 
in variety and music halls. 


|for three years. 


Levy has a large following among 


the country’s exhibitors, and if not 
which going into another sales post, with 
UA or elsewhere, his knowledge of 
the trade should serve him well on 
| his reported plunge into production. 
He was at one time 


in charge of 


Seven years ago 


Mix declined an oifer to remain’ he moved up to the general sales 


with the circus even though assured 
hostilities would not interfere with 
the engagement, which was to get 
under way Nov. 1. Former western 
picture star preferred the safety of 
America and in company with his 
wife and horse, Tony, took the first 


managership, 
salesman for Universal, at one time 
Levy had his own state rights ex- 
change in Detroit and also operated 
' theatres there. 
National and subsequently was with 

available boat home. j ti 


Originally a_ film 


He later joined First 


A as a special sales representa- 


ve. 


a 


We 


ns 
| | 
eT | 
om | 
| 
bie | 
al- 
10 | 
Ing 
Ull- 
ar- — 
cts 
| 
| 
| | 
| j 
| | 
| 
mand arbitration.’ 
| 
buyin : fey REO, hamdiing tha 
| | 
| 
| 
| 


PICTURES 


| Reger McGee’s $250 Per; 


VARIETY 


6 


If Neely Passes, Indies See Their 
Big Break; However, lt Looks Cold 


+ 


11-Year-Old’s M-G Deal 


Hollywood, Oct. 10. 


after scoring in his first talking part 
in ‘Stop, Look and Love’ (20th). The 
|young son of Mr. and Mrs. Lee R. 
as | McGee, has been in Hollywood for 
Group of indie distribs, working Jack Cummings Marx | six years playing bit parts and in the 


cn the possibility that the Neely bill | mpeived 27 wee 
Bros. Chore Uncertain 20th-Fox film received $75 per week. 


Roger Lee McGee, 11, has copped | 
a $250 per week contract from Metro | 


mney : i | His father is route manager for a! 

ot Congress, has been quietly sound- | Hollywood, Oct. 10. | dairy company in Los Angeles. 

ing out financial sources during the | Jack Cummings, Metro producer, | . : aes | 


wast few months on the possibility 
of obtaining advances of coin to do 
producing when their day comes. 
Led by J. H. Hoffberg, importer of 
foreign product, the distribs see the 
Neely measure as opening new vistas 
for their salesmen which will make 
it profitable to forget the foreign im- 


ports and turn out films themselves. | 
_ Hofiberg’s recent activity in bank- | \,.1+ Buzzell has since been switched 
ing circles was believed to have to an Eddie Cantor vehicle. 


| cus,” 
|other Metro 


been in connection with the financ- 
ing of indie product to replace the 
foreign stuff, particularly English, 
which he now distributes and which 


is expected to be eventually cut off | 


continues, 


Neely Looks Cold 
Washington, Oct. 10. 

Chances that the Neely bill will, 
g¢1 attention in the House during the | 
session were pretty well. 
wiped out Jast week by the decision | 
of Democratic leaders against taking | 
up any matters beyond neutrality 
legislation. That's not complete in- 
surance for the industry, however, 
since Congress chiefs are adept 
mind-changers. 

For tne present, the lid is being 
kepi on. 
Ling with neutrality, the House will 
be in almost continuous recess. | 
Since neither branch can quit for | 


it the wai 


more than three days at a time with- | 
out consent of the other, a corporal’s | 
guard will go through the formality 
of meeting every Monday 
Thursday znd knocking off pronto. 
Possibly a 
consumption but no business will be 
transacted. 

In a further attempt to block any 
ection which would upSet the neu- 


high command ordered committee 
chairmen not to hold any meetings 
for an indefinite period. As long as 
the calendar remains in the shape 
it was when the boys went home 
Aug. 5, it will be easier to keep the 
lid on. 
stiaining the thousands of stymied 
bills, it mey prove impossible to 
head off fighis that may have far- 


reaching consequences, 


General expectation is that Con- 
gress will be here for quite some | 
time and that before the special | 
session winds up other matters will 
get atiention. Pressure to do some- 
thing is bound to develop if the 
Senate becomes bogged down in 
long debate on the arms embargo, | 
eic. For the younger law-makers 
wont cotion to hanging around in- 
cefinitely twiddling thumbs after 
having their vacation plans abruptly 
reached only through a_ substantial 
cutlay for 
nullified. The members from nearby 
fiaies scooted home 
elier 
but 


| 
| 


those whose districts can be 


(Continued on page 11) 


BRANDTS’ NEW B’KLYN 
NABE; OTHERS BLDG. 


Bran@ts’ New B’klyn Nabe 
New 600-seat house being erected 
ty Brandt circuit in Brooklyn. The- 
etre wil] include facilities for exhi- 
bition of television and will have 11 
sioies attached. Being built by Puri- 


ian Land Corp., a Brandt construc- | 


tion subsid, of which Harold Wein- 
fiock is prez. Open about Feb. 1. 
New N. O. Nabe 
New Orleans, Oct. 10. 
The Circle, new nabe owned and 
@perated by Jaydel Theatres, Inc., 
opened here. Caters to white and 
Negre patronage. J. A. Dicharry is 
president of operating corporation. 


New Tri-Stater 
Des Moines, Oct. 10. 
Tri-Staies’ new Ingersoll, nabe, 
4ust opened; Bruce Shelton, man- 
latier formerly assistant at Des 
Moines. 


Bryant’s Duplicate 


jand Groucho Marx back west, both 
'scheduled to depart this week. 


While the Senate is spar- | * 


| of $518,197 and assets of $119,717. 


and | 


few speeches for home| 


uri 500,000 additional 
tialily apple-cart, the Administration | 
| three years and bearing 3% interest | 
| will be issued. At a meeting of cred- | 
| itors Oct. 9, over 95% of them agreed 


Once the working units start | 


| 


transportation will be! 


immediately | 
reporting on the first roll call, | 


may or may not be on the next! 


|Marx Brothers film for Metro, 
‘Out West,’ on which he and Kalmar | 
|}and Ruby have been working the | 
past several months. The Marxes’ 
‘At the Circus,’ recently completed, 
| was directed by Eddie Buzzell, who 
was slated to do the Cummings film, 


Irving S. Brecher, scripter on ‘Cir- 
is returning this week to an- 
assignment, under Mer- 
vyn LeRoy. Latter is also vacation- 
ing east with his wife, the former 
Doris Warner, and follows Brecher 


Pix a Frequent Target 


Legislatively This Year 
But, So Far, No Damage 


Picture business thus far has run 
the gauntlet of some 725 bills affect- 
ing the industry, as introduced in 44 
state legislatures this year, with no 
unfavorable legislation yet passed. 
Wisconsin, which has a threatening 
admission tax bill, was still in ses- 
sion this week, with adjournment 
date dubious. Alabama adjourned | 


| the middle of September but New | 


Jersey salons still are in session. 


session to more coin. | 


Dufaycolor’s Reorg; 
Owes $518,197, Assets 
Amount to $119,717 


Dufaycolor Co. RCA Bldg., 
N. Y., filed a petition for reorgani- 
zation under Chapter XI of the 
bankruptcy act in N. Y. federal court 
vesterdav (Tues.), listing liabilities 


The company, which is in the busi- 
ness of importing raw film from) 
Dufay-Cromex, Lid., of England, | 
also promotes the, sale of Cinecolor | 
motion picture film, 

The reorganization will be handled 
by allowing the debtor to continue 
in charge of its business, and by se- | 
working | 
due in| 


} 


Promissory notes 


that the debtor should be allowed to 
remain in business, 

The estimated payroll for the next | 
month is $2,044 for salaries, and 
$1,080 for operating expenses. 

Among liabilities is $399.500 owed 


to Color Corp., on 5-year 5% notes. | 
Other creditors are De Luxe Labs, | 
$3,479; Rockefeller Center, $2,872; 
Eastman Kodak and Du Pont Labs. 
Assets include stock in trade, $60,- | 
161, 
and debts $30,775. 


All wage and tax claims 
paid at once in full. 


will be 


LOOKS TOUGH FOR ALL 
GA. SUNDAY FILMERIES 


| 
Atlanta, Oct. 10. 
What mav be death knell for Sun- 
‘day films in Georgia was sounded 
| Monday (9) when the Court of Ap- 
| peals here ruled that operation of 
| cinemas on Sunday is a violation of 


tres are operated for specific chari- 
ties. Ruling upheld decision of 
| DeKalb superior court, following ap- 
| peal of Southern Theaters, Inc., op- 
erators of Avondale, in Avondale 
Estates, Atlanta suburb. J. R. Hae- 
ger, M. R. Brewster and C. H. Rogers 
were found guilty on Nov. 4, 1938, 


of violating Sabbath laws by operat- | 


ing Avondale on Sundays and were 
fined $100 and costs each, plus one- 
| year terms on work gang, which 
were suspended. 

Defendants had pleaded they were 
operating theatre on Sundays for 
charity and that gross proceeds went 


tal for Crippled Children. 


expenses of operating house on that 
day. 


WB’s Tinted Briefies 


Hollywood, Oct. 10. 
| Seven more featurets 


| acted, 


state’s blue laws, even though thea- | 


to treasurer of Scottish Rite hospi- | 
Hosp, | 
they set forth, reimbursed theatre for | 


in Techni- | 


Of more than 700 measures intro- 
duced in one way or another aimed | 
at the industry, eight bills were on | 
theatre divorcement. None passed, | 
with North Dakota’ repealing 
divorcement statute. 

Showing of pictures on Sunday) 
was legalized in Arkansas, Maine and , 
in Vermont ‘after 6 p.m.) Dog | 
racing was continued in Florida and 
there were the usual new tax bills, 
but none of these singled out the film 
business for special or discriminatory | 
treatment. | 

Chain-store tax bills, which sub- 
sequently might have been made ap- 
plicable to theatres, were introduced 
in seven states, but none was en- 


its | 


Film censorship measures were in- | 
troduced this year in 10 states with | 
the bill still pending in New Jersey. 
In Arkansas, Iowa, Massachusetts, 
Michigan, Missouri, Nebraska, Okla- 
homa, Texas and West Virginia the | 
proposals lost out. This is the first 


time that picture censorship was | 


| 
Oppose N. ¥. Pari-Mutuels 
Albany, Oct. 10. 

The film biz is quietly taking steps 
to mobilize support within the in- | 
dustry for the campaign to defeat | 
the pari-mutuel amendment up for | 
action by New York voters at the! 
November election. To date, the| 


Through the State Council 


outside groups. In answer to a solici- | 
tation, Carl E. Milliken, of the Hays 
organization, last week phoned Dr. | 
W. T. Clemens, executive secretary | 
of the State Council. 

| Milliken, who personally ac- | 
quainted with Dr. Clemens, told the 


is 


latter that pari-mutuels were ‘ob- 
| noxious’ to the motion picture busi- | 
|ness. He indicated that the indus- | 


| try should work for rejection of the 
|amendment and that some move 
| toward this end would be taken. 


| Te Battle Amus. Taxes 

| Memphis, Oct. 10. 
| Dixie exhibitors are readying 
|concerted drive on special 
ment texes now existing in 
States, 

Campaign will get under way in 
Mississippi, which has a 2% amuse- 
ment levy on top of the regular sales 
|tax. Mississippi legislature meeting 


a 
amuse- | 
several 


lin January is regerded as possibly 
ifavorable to repeal of the statute. | 
New State administration is said to 


have pledged its aid to the boys in 
getiing out from under. 


Banker’s 50G RKO Suit 


Los Angeles, Oct. 10. 
| George Burrows, exec of the Guar- | 
aniy Trust Co., of New York, filed 
suit here for $50.000 aeainst RKO 
and Frank Rowe. 

| Banker charges he was seriously 
injured while riding in an auto 
rented fiom Rowe by the s udio. 


B. BRISKIN GOES ‘A’ 


| years, mostly sub-renting 
| Illinois is threatening to call aspecial the past two years. 


| this 
| pected to lay their side of the con- 
| troversy on the table. 


Charlotte, N. C., Oct. 10. | color are scheduled at Warners be-. Hollywood, Oct. 10. 

Robert E. (Bob) Bryant, owner of tween now and Christmas, starting) P>cney Briskin we 
the Capitol, Rock Hill, has purchased | Oct. 16 with ‘Old Hickory,’ based on! production manacer to assisiant pro- 
property to build a theatre here. the life of Andrew Jackson. 
Bryant has engaged Ben Schlanger, | 
New York architect, who will dupli- 


Others are ‘Clara Barton and the handlins ‘Escape to Parsdisc,’ 
Red Cross,’ ‘Fremont, the Pathfinder,’ Breen siarrer. 
cate as near as possible the Norman- | ‘Robert E. Lee,’ ‘Daniel Boone,’ ‘The Sol Lesser, Principal chief. 
Gie theatre at Park avenue and 53d, Discovery of America’ and ‘Teddy | voting his time to ‘Our Town.’ 
gireci, in New, York. Will seat 700. | Roosevelt ang, His Rough Riders.’ United Artists release. 


de- 
for 


is 


upred from! 
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MPTOA Confab 


23-24 Will 


With Distributors Sales Concessions 


Actinograph May Keep 


Frank discussion of what the dis- 
tributors did and did not do for their 


Bio, Bronx, Studio Open /association members will be taken 


Biograph studios jin the Bronx 
will remain open, it is understood, 
after Consolidated Film Industries 


Actinograph Corp., which owns the 
studios and is a subsid of the Em- 
pire Trust Co., will maintain the 
plant for the purpose of leasing or 
renting it to indie producers. 

Consolidated is now making an 
inventory of its paraphernalia 
the studio, which Actinograph may 
take over, 

Studio, one of the oldest in the 
country, is assessed at $425,000 by 
the city. Actinograph, by keeping 
open, hopes to realize enough in- 
come to pay at least part of the taxes 


Consolidated, through iis subsid, Bi- 
ograph, has operated it for seven 
it during 


IA’s F.&M. Picketing 
Of 7 St. Loo Nabes 


St. Louis, Oct. 10. 

Mass picketing of Fanchon & 
Marco’s 5.000 seater Fox. in midtown, 
by members of IATSE, Local No. 
143, began Thursday (5) after only 
one of four operacors at the theatre 
answered a strike call of the local. 
It was the first spread of picketing 


'by the union to the large F&M thea- 
| tres 


which operates the 25 house 


‘chain of the St. Louis Amus. Co. 
Starting Sept. 30, six nabes of the 
| Amusement Co. were picketed and 
a seventh was added to the list a 


few days latér. 

The Fox inaugurated its first stave 
show of the season Friday (6) but 
the union did not ask the stagehands, 


| brought up in Massachusetts since | electricians or tooters to join the 
| 1922 when a law was enacted but | strikers. The operators who are re- 
| subsequently killed by a referendum. 


maining at their posts are charged 
by execs of Local No. 143 with being 
adherents of John P. Nick, ousted 
head of the Local. C. B. Nelson. 
personnel director for F&M said the 
picketing of the Fox was an effort 
on the part of the union ‘to bully us 
because we have a stage show start- 
ing.” Nelson, in a statement, said 
F&M was making every effort to 


Machinery and tools, $14,853;| Protestant church forces have been! get a contract giving the company 
| bearing the brunt of the drive. | what he termed ‘essential rights: 


(1) to select from the members of 


| Churches, headquartered in Albany,| the union their own employes when 
| requests for support have been made | vacancies arise, (2) to transfer men 
| to chambers of commerce and other | without 


decrease in salary where 
the efficiency of booth operation 
could be enhanced, (3) correction of 
discrimination against certain thea- 
tres in the matter of wage scale. 
Union execs assert F&M has been 
making appointments and transfers 
without the knowledge or consent of 
the Local and in violation of the 
constitution of IATSE. 

A meeting of the board of Direc- 
tors of St. Louis Amus. is skedded 
week and F&M execs sre ex- 


A new departure in Joca) union 


| labor troubles was inaugurated efter 


the picketing of the six nabes be- 
gan. In addition to. distributing 
pamphlets in front of the theatres. 
members of the Local and thei: 
wives started a house-to-house can- 
vas of the residents in the vicinity 
of the theatres to relate the cireum- 
stances ceusing the picketing. When 
the pickets were placed at the Shaw. 
the seventh house of the Amus. Co 
Robert Thomsen, prez of Local No. 


| 143, said two operators in this house 

| had received special oral agreements 
| covering 
| from F&M, an act in which the Loco! 


wages and emovlovment 
was ignored. 

The Post-Dispatch, p.m. rag, ad- 
ministered an editorial spanking to 
Harry C. Arthur, Jrv., head of F&M's 
interests here for the stand he is 
making in the present controversy. 


Nizer Nixes Candidacy 


Political leaders in Kings county, 
(N.Y.) sought Louis Nizer, film in- 


‘dustry legalist as candidate for dis- 


ducer at Principal Pictures, currently 
Bob | 


trict attorney on three party tickets 
—Republican, Fusion and American 
Lebor Party. 

Nizer this week rejected the three- 
ticket offer beczuse he wants te re- 
tain his private law practice. 


} 


| pulls out at the end of this month. | Member 


up at the round table confabs of the 
Motion Picture Theatre Owners of 
America when it meets Oct. 23-24, at 
White Sulphur Springs, W. Va. 
s have indicated in advance 
that they will demand to know just 
what the prospects are of getting 
anything additionally tangible 


ac- 


_complished in the forthcoming sea- 
son. 


in| 


MPTOA representatives claim that 
the failure to accomplish anything 
on arbitration during the fair trade 
practice conferences of majors 
leaves two vital matters hanging in 
midair. They are overbuying and 
clearance, two highly volatile sub- 


/jects, which naturally are wrapped 


and avoid its being a dead weight. | y 


in arbitration, of 
conciliation, 

One thing which exhibitors have 
resented for the last 12 vears—the 
added score charge—has been vir- 
tually wiped out as result of the 
trade practice parleys. The MPTOA 
has fought this for four or five years. 
Although every distributor has not 
admitted full elimination of the score 
charge, it now seems highly dubious 
if any company will attempt to get 
it from exhibitors this season. 

Concellation, while restricted and 
limited, has been secured in more 
substantial form than at any time 
in the past, the West Virginia meet- 
ine probably will be told. 

Thus far Warner Bros., Par, 20th- 
Fox and Metro have come out for 
cancellation, but these are expected 
to be joined shortly by the others. 
There also is a possibility that 
Columbia and Universal will provide 
a cancellation privilege. 

Other problems, such cut-rate 
campetition, duals and = premiums, 
which were not handled in the code 
diewn up by the major companies, 
still remain unsolved but doubt- 
lessly will be touched on by the 
MPTOA. 

Additionally, theatre men have 
their own problems such as radio 
competish, taxes, legislation and dog 
racing to bring before the meet- 
ine. Tax problem is rated the most 
serious. 


or ai system 


as 


Pa. Exhibs Meet Oct. 23-24 
Pittsburgh, Oct. 10. 

Charles Philbrook named general 
chairman for annual convention of 
MPTO of Western Pennsylvania, 
which will be held here at the 
Roosevelt Hotel Oct. 23-24. At least 
500 expected to attend two-day ses- 
s10n. 

Affair will also mark the 30th m- 
niversary as a theatre organizer of 


Fred Herrington, secretary of or- 
eanization and who has held that 


post since the MPTO was formed in 
this section of the state. 


LOEW’S. MONO AND U 
DEALS SHOWN VIA S.E.C. 


Washineton, Oct. 10. 

D> bbling in a few film stocks was 
revealed last week in Securities & 
Exchange Commission’s semi-month- 
lv report on operations of ground- 
floor tenants. 

Loew's continued grabbing paper 
of Loew's Boston theatres, running 
holdings of the subsid up to 99.860 
shares of common through three 
purchases of 68 tickets. 

Monosram Pictures, Inc., unloaded 
200 shares of Monogram Pictures 
Corp.. cutting the roundabout inter- 
est of George W. Weeks of New York 
in the latter firm. The intermediary 
still holds 800 shares of common, 
with Weeks directly owning 1,000, 
und retains an option on 7.141 more. 

Nathan J. Blumberg grabbed more 
Universal Corp. voting trust certifi- 
cates, building up his pile of proxies 
for the common to 3,000. In three 
batches he got 800 more. Charles D. 
Prutzman acquired 100 more certifi- 
cates. boosting his total to 500 and 
cot 10 pieces of Universal Pictures 
Co. preferred. 

Sele of 100 shares of Pathe com- 
moi was reported by Kenneth M. 
Young, who retains $00 pieces. 


MORE ‘CITIZEN’ PICKETING 
Des Moines, Oct. 16. 
CIO pickets are patrolling the en- 
trance to the Capitol, Davenport, 
where ‘Our Leading Citizen’ is ‘be- 
ing shown, 
Pickets of the Farm Equipment 
union Garry signs reading: 


‘Our, Leading Citizen Is Anti-Union. 


| Soreads to De Luxe Fox 
| 


an SO 


Wednesday, October 11, 1939 


PICTURE GROSSES 


VARIETY 7 


War Pix Pani 


‘Cavell’-Vaude 136, ‘All Quiet’ 
Mild $4,000, Guard'-Vaude OK 166 


Chicago, Oct. 10. 

Holdovers again fill most of the 
downtown houses as the theatres find 
it best to go two and three weeks 
with strong pictures, rather than 
atick to a weekly change policy. 

‘Old Maid’ went into the Apollo 
for its third loop session after a 
fortnight in the Chicago and is get- 
ting fair enough coin. ‘Dust Be My 
Destiny’ continues for second week 
at Roosevelt, after building towards 
the end of initial stanza and easily 
rating the hold-over. 

‘The Women’ is in its fourth and 
indicated final week, to be followed 
by ‘Thunder Afloat’, at the United 
Attists. Picture dipped sharply after 
two bang-up sessions, but turned in 
enough gross on its third week to 
justify an additional stanza. 

Top mounter of the gross parade 


currently is unquestionably ‘The 
Rains Came’ coupled with stage 
show at the Chicago. Disappoint- 


ment this week figures to be ‘Nurse 
Edith Cavell’, which failed to get 
started in the Palace and doesn’t 
show any signs of perking towards 
the end. In fact, there is a possibil- 
ity that the picture will be pulled 
before the initial seven days are 
completed. 

Garrick is again on a double fea- 
ture policy with a reissue of ‘All 
Quiet’ and the new ‘Night Work’, 
but, like ‘Cavell’, the war picture 
doesn't indicate much b.o. power 
here. 

Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (B&K) (1,200; 35-55-65- 
75)—Old Maid (WB). In third loop 
stanza and looks for fair $5,000 cur- 
rently after two big weeks in the 

hicago. Last week, ‘Beau Geste’ 

Par), completed a fourth loop peri- 
od to oke $4,100. 

Chicago (B&K) (4,000; 35-55-75 )— 
‘Rains Came’ (20th) and stage show. 
Power item of the current loop 
parade and is marching to bright 
$40,000, or better. Last week (2d), 
‘Old Maid’ (WB), was hypoed to big 
$43,000 on the second half by per- 
gona! of Betty Grable and Roches- 
ger. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 35-45-55)— 
“All Quiet’ (U) (revival) and ‘Night 
Work’ (Par). Combination not 
gtrong, with the public indicating 
aun aversion to war pictures at this 
time. Gross slips currently to $4,- 
000, mild. Last week, ‘What a Life’ 
(Par) and ‘U-Boat’ (Col), hefty 
$6,800, one instance where they went 
for a war pic. 

Oriental (Jones) (3,200; 25-40)— 
*“Stanley’ (20th) and ‘Tropics’ (M-G), 

ual, and vaude. Subsequent ap- 
pearances for both pictures. Plenty 
of running time on this bill, which 
ig garnering okay gross of $14,000 
currently. Last week, ‘Chips’ (M-G) 
and vaude, faded to meek $12,200. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 35-55-65-75) 
—Cavell’ (RKO) and vaude. Dis- 
appointment in the offing, with biz 
sharply off to weak $13,000. No 
strength in town currently for seamy 
side of war. Last week, ‘Name Only’ 
(RKO) and vaude, finished two- 
weeker to all right $14,100. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 35-55-65- 
75)—Dust Destiny’ (WB) (2d wk). 
Final weck, with probable $6,000 in 
the offing, fairish take after gather- 


ing pretty good $10,300 last week. | 


State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 25-40)— 


“Coast Guard’ (Col) and vaude. Ex- 
cellent picturesfor this patronage. 
Ups the pace to neat $16,000. Last 


week, ‘Man Hang’ (Col) and vaude, 
watisfactory $13,100. 

United Artists (B&K-M-G) (1,700; 
85-55-65-75)—*Women’ (M-G) (4th 
final wk). Has had an excellent 
stay and will wind up to all right 
7,000 this stanza, after taking good 
9.000 last week. 


BETTE HOTTEST THING 
IN DENVER AT $11,000 


Denver, Oct. 10. 

Split-week at the Denham, with 
last two days of ‘$1,000 a Touch- 
down’ and five days of ‘What a Life,’ 
getting good business. 

‘The Old Maid,’ at Denver, is gar- 
nering the most coin in town. 

Estimates for This Week 
Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 25-40)— 
Fight Peace’ (Mono). Poor $2,100. 
Last week ‘Rains Came’ (20th), after 
& week at the Denver, big $6,000. 

Broadway (Fox) (1,040; 25-35-40) 
"Fifth Girl’ (RKO) and ‘Conspir- 
acy’ (RKO), after a week at the Or- 

heum. Only fair $2,500. Last week 
Glamour Girls’ (M-G) and ‘Black- 
mail’ (M-G), after a week at the 
Broadway, fair $2,500. 

Denham (Cockrill) (1,750; 25-35- 
40)—‘Touchdown’ (Par), two days 
after a full week, and ‘What a Life’ 
(Par), five days. Split getting big 
$8,500. Last weck ‘Touchdown’ (Par), 
800d $6,500. 

: Denver (Fox) (2,525; 25-35-40)— 
Old Maid’ (FN). Very fine at $11,- 


‘Thunder Afloat’ (M-G), $800, n.g. 


| —'Women’ 


| age $2,400. 


000. Last week ‘Golden Boy’ (Col), 
fair $9,000. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2.6°°; 25-35-40) 
—Thunder Afloat’ (M-G) and ‘Way 
Down South’ (RKO). Fair $8,800. 
Last week ‘Fifth Girl’ (RKO) and 
‘Conspiracy’ (RKO), good $10,000. 

Paramount (Fox) (2,200; 25-40)— 
‘Angels Faces’ (FN) and ‘Hawaiian 
Nights’ (U). Nice $4,000. Last week 
‘Sherlock Holmes’ (20th) and ‘Stop, 
Look’ (20th), fair $3,500. 

Rialto (Fox) (878; 25-40)—‘Rains 
Came’ (20th), after a week i: each 
the Denver and Aladdin, and ‘Whis- 
pering Enemies’ (Col). Okay $2,200. 
Last week ‘Iron Mask’ (UA), after a 
week at each the Denver and Alad- 
din, and ‘North Shanghai’ (Col), fair 
$1,700. 


K.C. QUIET, BUT 


Kansas City, Oct. 10. 

Combo of ‘Golden Boy’ and ‘U- 
Boat’ at the Midland are in the van 
this week, and edge is slight. ‘Honey- 
moon in Bali’ at Newman, surprised 
with some midweek strength and got 
h.o. 

Tower is gaining added attention 
this week, with Gene Austin as first 
sizeable name on its stage since re- 
opening several weeks ago. Biz bol- 
stered some. 

Weather is taking a whack at the- 
atres. Saturday's (7) high of 98 de- 
grees hurt. 

Estimates for This Week : 

Esquire and Uptown (Fox Mid- 
west) (820 and 1,200; 10-25-40)— 
‘I’m Stranger’ (20th). Moved in 
Thursday (5), day earlier than usual. 
Name of Brenda Joyce played up 
hereabouts, as gal hails from Excel- 
sior Springs nearby. Combined $7,- 
200 only fair. Last week, “lomor- 
row Comes (U), eight days, light 


$7,000. 

Midland (Loew's (3,573; 10-25-40) 
—‘Golden Boy’ (Col) and ‘U-Boat’ 
(Col). Despite names of first and 
timeliness of second, combo is only 
fair at $10.000. Last week, ‘Black- 
mail’ (M-G) and ‘Hidden Power’ 
(Col), lightweight $8,500. 

Newman (Paramount) (1.900; 10- 
25-40) —‘Bali’ (Par) (2d wk). Bol- 
stered slightly by sneak preview Fri- 
day (6), $5,000, okay after first 
week's unexpected $7,500. 

Orpheum (RKO) (1,500; 10-25-40) 
—Old Maid’ (FN) and ‘Nancy Drew’ 
(FN) (2d wk). Couple pacing for 
nice $5,600 after opening week's 
good $8,800. 

Tower (Joffee) (2,050; 10-25)— 
‘Hero for Day’ (U) and Gene Austin 


and ‘Models and Melodies’ unit on 
stage, Austin upping biz to $8.000, 
best since opening. Last week, 

Holmes’ (20th) and 


‘Sherlock 
‘Hawaiian 
fair $6,000. 


WOMEN’, $5,500, HOLDS 
UP STRONGLY IN 0. C. 


Oklahoma City, Oct. 10. 
‘The Women’ is strong at the Cri- 
terion while ‘Rains Came’ moves in- 
to third week with extended run at 
the Plaza. 
Other 
slightly better. 

Estimates for This Week 
(Stan) (1,500; 25-35-40) 
(M-G). Looks v. g. for 
$5,500. Last week, ‘Name Only 
(RKO), average $4.400. 

Liberty (Stan) (1,200; 15-20-25)— 
‘Chicken Wagon Family’ (20th) and 
‘Chan’ (20th). Average $2,400. Last 
week, ‘Confession’ (RKO), and 
‘Hobby’ (iN), split with ‘Speedway 
(WB) and ‘Asked For It (U), aver- 


grosses are average, OF 


Criterion 


Midwest (Stan) (1,500; 25-35-40 )— 
‘Dust Destiny’ (WB). Average $3,- 
Last week, ‘Fast and Furious 


$3,300 

(M-G), average $3,300. 
Plaza (Stan) (750;  25-35-40)— 
‘Rains Came’ (20th). Third week 


downtown. Nice $1.100. Last week, 
(1,100; 15-20-25 )— 
‘Mickey Kid’ (Rep) and *Whisper- 
ing Enemies’ (Col). Average $2,- 
200. Last week, ‘U-Boat’ (Col) and 
‘Calling Marines’ (Rep), v.g. $2,900. 

Tower (Stan) (1,000; 20-25-30)— 
‘Stranger’ (20th). Average $1,800. 


State (Noble) 


First Runs on Broadway 


(Subject to Change) 


Week of Oct. 12 


Astor—‘Goodbye Mr. 
(M-G) (22nd wk.). 

Capitol—‘Thunder Afloat’ 
(M-G). 

(Reviewed in Variety, Sept. 20) 

Criterion—‘Fast and Furious’ 


Chips’ 


(M-G) (11). 
Globe—‘U-Boat 29’ (Col) (2d 
wk.). 


(Reviewed in Current Issue) 

Music Hall—‘Intermezzo’ (UA) 
(2d wk.). 

Paramount— What 
(Par) (11). 

(Reviewed in Variety, Sept. 20) 

Rialto—‘All Quiet the 
Western Front’ (U) (2d wk.). 

Rivoli—‘Jamaica Inn’ (Par) 
(11). 

(Reviewed in Varizty, May 31) 

Roxy—‘Hollywood Cavalcade’ 
(20th) (13). 

(Reviewed in Variety, Oct. 4) 

Strand—‘Dust Be My Destiny’ 
(WB) (2d wk.). 

Week of Oct. 19 


a Life’ 


Astor—‘Goodbye Mr. Chips’ 
(M-G) (23d wk.). 
Capitol—‘ Babes in Arms’ 


(M-G). 
(Reviewed in Variety Sept. 20) 
Criterion —‘Calling All 
Marines’ (Rep) (18). 
(Reviewed in Variety Sept. 2 
Globe—‘Rio’ (U) (20). 
(Reviewed in Variety, Oct. 4) 
Music Hall—Mr. Smith Goes 
to Washington’ (Col). 
(Reviewed in Current Issue) 
Paramount—What a Life 
(Par) (2d wk.). 


Rialto—‘The Witness Van- 
ishes’ (U) (21). 
Rivoli—‘Jamaica Inn’ (Par) 


(2d wk.). 

Roxy—‘Hollywood Cavalcade 
(20th) (2d wk.). 

Strand—‘On Your Toes’ (WB) 
(21). 


‘Dust -Weems-Ann Sheridan Qomphy 


‘Intermezzo Tuneful 1006 on 


———-A5G, U-Boat’ 166, ‘Quiet’ Loud 146 


October counteracted by a 
influx of tourisis, nearly 
people being clocked at the Fair 
over the weekend. Result is that 
boxoffices are prospering regardless. 

A surprisingly smart $100,000 or 
thereabouts will be shown by ‘Inter- 
mezzo’ at the Music Hall, provid- 
ing for a holdover. Good teaser cam- 
paign put on for this picture no 
doubt helping, plus the sightseers. 

United Artists has another first 
run against the Hall, ‘Eternally 
Yours’, the first outside booking by 
the Roxy (20th controlled) in over 
a year. This one is not comparatively 
as good as ‘Intermezzo’ but at the 
lower Roxy scale it is doing quite 
satisfactory at $45,000 or near. 
A third UA release, ‘Real Glory’, 
was on the scene along with the 
other two UA’s up to last night 
(Tues.) when it closed at the Rivoli. 
Picture on the final six days of a 
fourth week hit its holdover figure 
but ads on ‘Jamaica Inn’ had already 
been planted, causing its departure 
anyway. The six days $15,000. 

‘Dust Be My Destiny’, with Ted 
Weems orchestra and Ann Sheridan 
in person, opened at the Strand Fri- 
day (6) and clamoring for a possible 
$45.000, very good. Miss Sheridan 
is attracting plenty of this coin and 
remains for the run of ‘Destiny’. 

War interest is helping ‘U Boat 29’ 
at the Globe to a smash $16,000 on 
the first week ending tonight (Wed.) 
and holds over. The same factor 
figures in the reissue ‘All Quiet on 
Western Front’, in revised version, 


holds over. Rialto is grinding as 
long as 20 hours a day. 


Cincy B.B. Fever 
Cools; Boles Ups 


Cincinnati, Oct. 10. 


Reds has natives tamed to normalcy 
after a fortnight of baseball hub- 
bub, which is plenty okay for pic 
and general biz. World’s series 
games here over the weekend did 
little b.o. tilting, yet overflow of 
visitors brought trade of double New 


Year’s eve proportions to hotels, 
downtown bars and niteries. 
Vaudfilm Shubert is the main 


stem’s pacer for the fourth consecu- 
tive week. Current fare has ‘Under- 
Pup’ on the screen and John Boles 
the flesh topper. House enjoyed an 
accidental publicity break when one 
of Adelaide Nelson’s three dancing 
elephants crashed through the stage 
during a Friday (6) afternoon per- 
formance. Nobody was hurt and no 
|show was lost, although the elephant 
was not removed from the _ base- 
ment until the next day. Incident 


| fetched front-page news and art at-| 
Revue’ stage production, 


tention. 

‘Hollywood Cavalcade’ is_ the 
week’s ace cinema coin-jer@er, with 
a very good Palace figure. Keith’s 


Faces,’ and ‘Here I Am a Stranger’ 
is fair marker for the Albee. Cani- 
tol has a no-dicer in ‘Dancing Co- 
Ed.’ 
Estimates for This Week 
Albee (RKO) (3,300: 35-42)— 
i‘Stranger’ (20th). Fair $10,000 
Last week, ‘Cavell’ (RKO), tapered 
| off in last half to a slow $9,500. 
| Capitel (RKO) (2,000; 35-42)- 
'*Dancing Co-Ed’ (M-G). Poor §$3.- 


000. Last week, ‘Rains Came’ (20ih) 
(3d wk), okay $4,800. 

| Family (RKO) (1,000; 15-25) 
‘Could Happen’ (20th) and ‘Chan’ 


| (20th). split with ‘Gray Walls’ (Col) 
and ‘Calling All Marines’ (Rep). 
Good $2,000. Same last week on 
‘Exile Express’ (GN) and ‘Sorority 


House’ (RKO), split with ‘Range 
War’ (Par) and ‘Death Champion’ 
(Par). 


Keith’s (Lisbon) 
‘Angels Faces’ (WB). 
Last week, ‘Thunder Afloat’ 
good $4,500. 

Lyric (RKO) (1.400: 25-40)—‘Bali’ 
(Par) (2d run). Okay $4.500. Same 
last week with ‘Fifth Girl’ (RKO) 
(2d run). 

Palace (RKO) (2,600; 35-42)— 
‘Hollywood Cavalcade’ (20th). Very 
good $13,000. Last week, ‘Dust Des- 
tiny’ (WB), fairly good $9,500. 

Shubert (RKO) (2,150; 40-60)— 
‘Under-Pup’ (U) and John Boles 
heading stage show. Snappy $13,500. 
Last week, ‘Touchdown’ (Par) and 


Good $4,800. 
(M-G), 


Gene Krupa’s orch fronting vaude, | 


Last week (2d), ‘Rains Came’ (20th), 
v. g. $2,300. 


good $12,500. 


Yanks’ four-game mauling of the | 900. 


is above par on ‘Angels Wash Their | 


(1,500; 35-42)— | 


war-minded from a b.o. viewpoint 
and booked ‘Murder in the Maginot 
Line’, French-made, into his grind 
New Amsterdam, playing it singly. 
It grossed $7,500 against a house 
average of $4,000 with double bills. 

“Lady of the Tropics’, second run, 
with Del Courtney, Jack Durant and 
Jackie Heller, are getting the State 
a suitable $20,000 or above this 


9 ] | week. 
n Today (Wed.) the Par opens ‘What 
2 | a Life’, with the Russ Morgan band 


and Jimmy Durante on the stage. 
House went three weeks’ with 
‘Honeymoon in Bali’ and the Glenn 
Miller band, final session being $40,- 
On the three weeks big profit 
at over $151,000 in gross. 

‘The Women’ also heavy coin-get- 
ter at the Capitol on a 21-day run, 
concluding week being near to $25,- 
000 for total on three weeks of near- 
ly $115.000. ‘Thunder Afloat’ opens 
| here tomorrow (Thurs.). 

Estimates for This Week 

| Astor (1,012; 25-40-55-65)—‘Chips’ 
| (M-G) (22d week). The 21st week 
| ending Monday night (9), $7,000 o. k. 
| Prior stanza (20th) was $7,500. 
Capitol (4,520; 25-35-55-85-$1.25 )— 
|‘Women’ (M-G) (3d-final week). 
| Nudging close to $25,000, good, after 
rolling through to just under $40,- 
| 000 last week (2d). ‘Thunder Afloat’ 
| (M-G) opens tomorrow (Thurs.). 


Unseasonal New York warmth for | all 
heavy | 


which is heading for a tremendous | 
$14,000 at the pill-box Rialto. It also 


Last week Max Cohen also got! 
|combo of 


right at possible $45,000 on 
strength mainly of Loretta Young- 
David Niven names. Last week 


‘Here Am Stranger’ (20th) under 
$30,000, weak. 

State (3,450; 35-55-75) — ‘Lady 
Tropics’ (M-G) (2d run) and Del 


Courtney band, Jackie Heller and 
Jack Durant. Indications point to 
$20.000 or above, okay. Last weck 
‘Oz’ (M-G) (2d run) and, on stage 
Gus Van, Andy Kirk, others, under 
$25,000, satisfactory. 

Strand (2.767; 25-50-55-75-85-99 )— 
‘Dust Be My Destiny’ (WB), with 
Ted Weems orchestra and Ann 
Sheridan in person. Miss Sheridan 
providing much of the draught that 
means a chance for $45,000 first week. 
Holds. Last week, second for ‘Es- 
Pplonage Agent’ (WB) and Artie 
Shaw, $30,000, 0. k. 


DET. RIOT; 
DUO 


Detroit, Oct. 10. 

Biz just so-so. with nothing to 
choose from for special honors, 
although ‘Four Feathers’ and ‘Fast 
and Furious’ dual is best. Runners 
up are ‘The Women,’ building in its 
third week at the United Artists, and 
‘Rains Came’ and ‘In 
Name Only’ at the Adams. 


Estimates for This Week 


Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 30-40)— 
‘Rains Came (20th) (2d run) (2d 
wk.) plus ‘In Name Only’ (RKO) (2d 
Run), dual. Latter moved here 
from Fox for combo with ‘Rains,’ 
which had played here week previ- 
ously with ‘Two Bright Boys’ (U). 
Result will be good $7,000. Last 
week, good $7,400 for ‘Rains’ and 
‘Boys,’ former moved here after two 
weeks at Fox. 

Fox (Fox-Michigan) (5,000; 30-40- 
55)—Road to Glory’ (20th) (reissue) 
plus ‘Stranger’ (20th). Revival of 
war flicker meeting only so-so suc- 


Criterion (1,662; 25-40-55)—‘$1,000 
| Touchdown’ (Par). Football film not 
| doing so well, $6,000 or shade over. 


Last week ‘Woman Judge’ (Col), | 
around $7,000. 
Globe (1,700; 25-35-55)—‘U Boat | 


29’ (Col). Brought in Thursday (5) 
and hitting on all for $16,000, with 
holdover set. ‘Challenge’ (FA) went 
only five days. $4,000. 

Palace (1,700; 25-35-55)—‘Rains 
Came’ (20th) (2d run) and ‘Every- | 
thing’s on Ice’ (RKO) (st run), 
dualed. Looks $8.800, okay. Last 
| week ‘Old Maid’ (WB) (2d run) and 
|‘Hawaiian Nights’ (U) (st run), 
doubled, $9,600, good. 

Paramount (3,664: 25-35-55-88-99) 
—‘What a Life’ (Par) and, on stage, 
Russ Morgan, Jimmy Durante, oth- 
ers. Opens today (Wed.) after three 
solid, heavy money-making weeks 
with ‘Bali’ (Par) and Glenn Miller- 
‘Ink Spots. Final week $40,000, very 
fine. after second of $52,000 and first 
$59,000. | 

Radio City Music Hall (5,980: 40- 
60-84-99-$1.65 )—‘Intermezzo’ (UA) 
and stage show. Pulling remarkably 
well, $100,000 or thereabouts being 
in prospect after sock weekend take. 
Holds over. Last week, finale for 
| ‘Cavell’ (RKO) on a fortnight’s run, 
| $82.000, excellent. 


(U) (reissue). War film packing ’em 
into Arthur Mayer’s sardine can for | 
first week of $14,000, about all house 
can do. Remains a second week. In 
ahead, ‘Full Confession’ (RKO) went 
| 10 days to $12,500, very good. 

Rivoli (2,092: 25-55-75-85-99) — 
‘Jamaica Inn’ (Par). Opens here this 
morning (Wed.) after good advance 
ad campaign. ‘Real Glory’ (UA), | 
which could have held a fourth based | 
on gross, got $15,000 on its final six 


| 


days, run being one day short of 
fourth week. Third stanza $19,000, 
good. | 


Roxv (5,836: 25-40-55-75) — ‘Eter- 
nally Yours’ (UA) and stage show. | 
doing 


i Not knocking ’em dead but 


Rialto (750; 25-40-55)—‘All Quiet’ | 


doed’ 


cess; about $14,000 due. Last week 
not so good $12,509 for ‘Name Only 
(RKO) and ‘Everything’s Ice’ (RKO). 
Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000; 
30-40-55 )—‘Four Feathers’ (UA) plus 
‘Fast and Furious’ (M-G). Getting 
good support at $15,000. Last 
week, just fair $13.000 for ‘Bali’ 
(Par) and ‘What Life’ (Par). 
Palms-State (United Detroit) 


(3.000; 30-40-55)—‘Bali’ (Par) (2d 
Run) plus ‘What Life’ (Par) (2d 
Run). Combo shifted here from 


Michigan; due for mediocre $5,000. 
Last week, ‘Blackmail’ (WB) and 
‘Irish Luck’ (Mono}, fair $6,000. 
United Artists (United Detroit) 
(2.000; 30-40-55)—‘Women’ (M-G) 
(3d wk.). Continually building by 
word-of-mouth and should clip off 
food $9.000 currently following 
stanzas of $15,000 and $11,300. 


‘Bali’ Dual OK $18,000 
In B’klyn; Hedy Fair 166 


Brooklyn, Oct. 10. 


Good biz at RKO Albee with 
‘Rains Came’ in second week. Fa- 
bian Paramount, with ‘Honeymoon 
in Bali’ and ‘Death of Champion’ 
is also "ood and Loew's Metropoli- 
tan, with ‘Lady of Tropics,’ will 


come through okay. 

Far removed from downtown sec- 
tor, Brandt’s Flatbush. with stage 
show featuring Larry Clinton’s orch, 
is doing nicely. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (3.274: 25-35-50) — ‘Rains 
came’ (20th) (2d wk). Still going 
strong and will grab profitable $15,- 
000. Last week swell $20,000. 

Fox (4.089; 25-35-50)—‘Espionage 
Agent’ (WB) and ‘Pride Bluegrass’ 
(WB). Quiet $14,000. Last week 
‘Golden Boy’ (Col) and ‘Everybody's 
Hobby’ (WB) (2d wk), good $16,000. 

Met (3.618: 25-35-50) — ‘Lady 


| Tropics’ (M-G) and ‘Blackmail’ (M- 


G). Fair $16,000. Last week ‘Oz’ 
(M-G) and ‘Should Husbands Work’ 
(Rep), strong $18.500. 

Paramount (4.126: 
‘Honeymoon in Bali’ (Par) and 
‘Death Champion’ (Par). Okay $18,- 
000. Last week ‘Star Maker’ (Par) 


25-35-50) — 


|and ‘Island Lost Men’ (Par) (2d wk), 


good $16,000. 

Strand (2,870; 25-35-40)—‘Torpe- 
(FA) and ‘Hawaiian Nights’ 
(U). Mild $5,000. Last week ‘Mutiny 
Blackhawk’ (U) and ‘Parents 
(Col), uneventful $4,000, 
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EXPLOITATION 


Magicians Beef to 


Wanger Over 


Alleged Exposes in ‘Eternally 


Flood of protests and threats of 


court action have poured into United | 
Artists from magicians as result of | 


the mild expose of several illusions 
in ‘Eternally Yours,’ Walter Wanger 
production current at the Roxy, N.Y. 

An odd angle is that the chief 
beefer is I. I. (Al) Altman, eastern 
talent head for Metro. Altman is 
national chairman of the committee 
on ethics and standards of the So- 
ciety of American Magicians. He's 
an amateur magi. 

Altman, in a wire to Murray Sil- 
verstone, UA prez, and Wanger, de- 
elared he has pledges from several 
major eastern circuits not to book 
the pic. His own employers, Loew’s, 


have already dated it into several | 


houses, however. 

To one protest made to him per- 
sonally, Wanger declared he did not 
teel he was breaking faith with the 
magicians in exposing their tricks 
because he bought the book of ex- 
planations in a magic shop for 35c. 

Gripe was filed with the Hays of- 
fice by Hubert Brill, chairman of 
the expose and ethics committee of 
the Pacific Coast Association of Ma- 
gicians, International Alliance of 
Magicians. One of the principal 


UA’s ‘Thief’ Commercials 
| United Artists becomes the fourth 
| company to set up a commercial li- 


| censing sideline, with the first pic- 
ture to figure being ‘Thief of Bag- 


dad.’ an Alexander Korda all-color | 


subject. Bud Fox Enterprises will | 
handle the commercials. 
| Walt Disney (RKO), Paramount 


'and Metro are the other companies | 


| in the field now. 
| 


Wash. Diplomatic Corps 
Gets Special Screening 
Of Capra’s Mr. Smith’ 


focusing the diplo- | 


Columbia is 


matic eyes on its ‘Mr. Smith Goes to | 
| Washington’ in a choice tieup with | 


| the National Press Club, the film to | 


| be sereened at Constitution Hall, in | 


| 
'the Capital, next Tuesday (17), two | 
' days prior to its premiere at Radio 
City Music Hall. 


Nate Spingold, Col'’s  pub-ad 
| head, is inviting the diplomatic corps 


| highlight 


‘OV’ BALLY CARAVAN 


HEADING TO MIDWEST 


Indianapolis, Oct. 10. 

‘Wizard of Oz’ publicity caravan 
tour has completed canvas of 17 
cities in the Indianapolis and Chi- 
cavo exchange territories, and ob- 
tained excellent publicity breaks, in- 
| cluding front-page space on many 
oceasions. The caravan will go on 
to St. Louis territory this weekend, 
to be followed by Minneapolis, 
Omaha and Kansas City, completing 
the western tour before returning to 
New York for visits to Long Island 
New Jersey spots. 

In Connersville and Rushville, 
Ind., school holiday was declared in 
order for the public and high school 
students to enjoy the parade. In 
Indianapolis, advance stories were 
planted with the Times, News and 
Star, with one of the biggest mo- 
tion picture ballyhoo parades ever 
staged. Capt. Volney Phifer, in 
charge of the caravan, was given an 
official greeting by Lt. Gov. Schrick- 
er in this city. In Monticello, the 
tour was front page news, with an- 
other school holiday. In Delphi, the 
was participation in the 
parade of the city’s famous ‘Bike 
Brigade,’ with the riders perform- 
ing intricate manoeuvers, 


LIBRARY SHOWS 


Wednesday, October V1, 


939 


Life’s ‘Maginot’ Scenes 


Tabu in 42d St. Nabe 


used in advertising ‘Crime in the 
Maginot Line’ were misleading, at- 
torneys for Time, Ine., last week 
requested the management of the 
New Amsterdam theatre on West 
42nd street, N. Y. 
eration) to remove them at once or 
face suit. March of Time has re- 
issued its subject ‘Maginot Line’ and 
the lobby display employed scenes 
from the M. T. picture. New Am- 
sterdam removed the objectionable 
material pronto the same day the re- 
quest was made. 

Pictures used were blowup repro- 
ductions of four full pages of Life 


magazine. These pages printed back 
last November contained = scenes 


from March of Time's ‘Maginot Line’ 
film, M. of T. having given Life per- 
mission to use them. 


N.Y. Fair’s Boone 
Advertises for Job: 
Reporters Pan Ex-P.A. 


Perley Boone, former director of 
publicity at the New York World's 
Fair, wants a job. He took a full 
page ad in Editor and Publisher, 
newspaper trade journal, to bid for 
one, What he wants is a position as 
executive editor of a daily. 


Claiming that the lobby blowups | 


(Max Cohen op- | 


TRIBUTE PAID 
INDUSTRY 


| Motion Picture Producers & Diss 
jtributors of America officially come 


memorated the Golden Jubilee of 
adopted by the direciors on Frie 
| day (6). Radio also paid tribute on 
me day when Mrs. Mina M. Ede 
'ison Hughes spoke over a 
| wide (NBC-Red) hookup. 
| The 50th Anniversary last week 
various communities and theatres all 
over U. S. Activities of the differ~ 
|}ent cooperating groups were coore 
| mittee, set up by advertising and 
‘publicity directors at the of- 
‘fice late last June. 
that Edison, using flexible film pre- 
| pared by George Eastman, perfecied 
ithe kinetoscope, Oct. 6, 1889, there- 
| picture, said that the direciors of 
| the Hays office ‘wish to pay the in- 
dustry’s tribute on the Fiftieth An- 
| possible this great service of enter- 
tainment and education.’ 
| - Edison’s widow in her radio talk, 


; motion pictures through @ resolution 
sa 

nalione 

also was marked by observances in 

'dinated by the Golden Jubilee com- 

MPPDA resolution, after noting 

| by marking the birth of the motion 

| Niversary to the genius which made 

| when interviewed by Mrs. Malcolm 


illusion-shatterings he objects to is| and there’s a good chance that the 


In the same issue of E. & P., by| Parker MacCoy, chairman of the 


the ‘Escape Trunk Trick.’ Hardeen | President and Mrs. Roosevelt may 
is currently going this in ‘Hellza- | also attend. Frank Capra is coming 
poppin’ and Brill declares that the | 0" from the Coast for the special 


expose threatens his livelihood. | 

It’s done so mildly and offhand in | 
film that few even notice it. 

Other so-called exposures are of | 
‘Flight of Venus,’ telepathy, ‘Rabbit | 
and Flower’ and lock pick for hand- | 
cuffs. 

Similar protests and a $50,000 | 
court action was filed against R. J. | 
Reynolds Tobacco Co. in 1938 by the | 
late Horace Goldin, English magico, | 
when the company was exposing il- | 
lusions in its Camel cigaret ads. | 
Justice Leibell in N.Y. supreme court } 
ruled that there was no cause of ac- | 
tion and dismissed the complaint of 
unfair competition on the grounds | 
that ‘as long as a fair means was | 
used to obtain knowledge of the way | 
in which it (an illusion) was op-|! 
erated, the defendant might expose 
it without liability.’ 

Wanger, it understood, 
make no changes in the film. 


will 


is 


PAR’S ‘PASSAGE’ TO BE | 
PREMIERED IN DETROIT 


Detroit, Oct. 10. | 


‘Tron Mask’ Heavily 


started out to exploit UA’s ‘Man In 


event. 


Col. Pix—NBC Reciprocity 
Hollywood, Oct. 10. | 
Columbia Pictures and National 
Broadcasting Co. have gotten to- 
gether on a deal whereby the studio | 
gives the network two shorts to 
televise, in return for plugging ‘Mr 
Smith’ via tele trailers. 


Plugged in St. L. Tieup 


St. Louis, Oct. 10. | 

‘Chick’ Evens, manager, and Jimmy 
Harris, p.a. of Loew’s, unearthed a 
new one for this burg when they 


The Iron Mask’ current at the de- 
luxer, by making a swell tieup with 
the Continental Oil Co. which op- | 
rates 165 filling stations in St. Louis | 
nd adjacent territory. By 


e 
a virtue | 


these stations were utilized for at- |} 


tions 


| ciate 


| was developed through Metro. 
sult was that some 90 still photo- 


| script 


STUDIO VIEWS 


Cleveland, Oct. 10. 
Frederick Meyers, public rela- 
director for the Cleveland 
Public Library, moulded such a 
showmanly display on ‘how motion 


pictures are made’ that other librar- | 


ies are inquiring as to the manner 
they can frame similar displays. The 
Cleveland exhibit drew the atten- 
tion of W. Ward Marsh, writing in 
the Cleveland Plain Dealer. It also 
got the eye of the Loew exploita- 
tion division. 


Entire Cleveland promotion grew | 


Kiesling’s book on | 
| editor, night editor, managing editor. | 


out of Barrett C. 
talking pictures and how to appre- 
them. Kiesling is Metro- 
Goldwyn-Mayer’s traveling repre- 
sentative. Hence, the library tieup 
Re- 


graphs showing  behind-the-scene 
episodes in production of a feature 
were lined up for the library exhi- 
bit. Library further elaborated by 
making it easy for reader patrons, 


of the deal bill-boards in front of | who might be interested in a photo 


the 
to 


work on 
Passage,’ 


writers at 
‘Northwest 


showing 
of 


Detroit will get a ‘world pre- | tractively printed 1 sheets carrying | porrow the novel and also a copy 
miere’ on Oct. 18 when Par’s ‘Dis- | ‘Iron Mask’ and theatre copy for a} of ‘How to Write and Sell Film 


puted Passage’ is given its baptism | 
at Michigan here. In addition to} 
swarm of cricks, it’s expected Doro- | 
thy Lamour, John Howard 


Akim Tamiroff will attend fanfare| UA exploiteer, who barged 
on Washington Blvd. here, which’ll| help the cause the Central Public | 
| Library and 19 outlying branches | 


be broadcast. 

There’s no eonnection whatever 
between ‘Passage’ or its stars and 
Detroit or Michigan, but Par offi- 
cials apparently wanted to take curse 
off previous cancellation of a long 
heralded ‘Star Maker’ premiere, 


Pittsburgh Wants That 
‘Allegheny’ (RKO) Preem 


: Pittsburgh, Oct. 10. 
If Pittsburgh doesn’t get the world 
Preem of RKO’s ‘Allegheny Up- 


rising,’ it won’t be because the burg | 


hasn't tried. 
from locals have poured into RKO’'s 
home office asking for it. There's a 
home-town feud on for the site of 
the opening when and if. The down- 
town backers want it in the heart 
of the golden triangle, and the sup- 
porters for the old town of Alle- 
gheny are trying to land it for a 
house on the northside, now a part 
of the city, but once Allegheny. 

City Council has passed a reso- 
lution asking RKO for the get-away 
and Mayor Scully has also added his 
request to the avalanche. Over the 
weekend, Joe Feldman, advertising 
head of WB here, the RKO outlet, 
flew to New York.to huddle with 
RKO execs on the matter. 

It’s a good build-up anyway, even 
if the flicker’s preem was probably 
decided on for Pittsburgh some time 
ago. Story has a local background 
and stems from a novel, ‘The First 
Rebel,’ by Neil Swanson, scholarly 
one-time m.e. of Pittsburgh Press. 


full week. First time the stunt was 
pulled here. 


With the aid of Bernie Evens, 
in to 


| Stories, by Frances Marion. In 
| slmilar manner, those interested in 
set designing would be steered to 


books on that branch of the film 
| business. 

Metro ties in by offering exhibitors 
| the pick of choice stills, showing be- 


|} were crashed for planting ‘Iron hi 

; ind the scene views, for use in 
Mask’ book marks that also bore their lobby when M-G-M pictures 
considerable theatre copy. Usually | were run, with the angle that 276 


the library execs. frown on exploita- 
tion gags but were sold on the his- 


torical and educational angles of 
Dumas’ immortal story. The book 
mark gag extended to lending li- 


braries, retail book stores and the 
book section of the Famous-Barr 
Dry Goods Co. Store and _ the 
Doubleday-Doran Book Co. yielded 


display. 

Wallie Heim, Harris’ aide, chimed 
in with a sock high pressure job in 
planting a full page of ‘Iron Mask’ 


At least 50,000 cards| COPY and pic mats in the University | 


City News, a St. Louis County week- | : ’ 
| Goldenson married Isabelle Wein- | 


| ly. Another tieup was with the 


Hauptmann Tobacco Co., one of the | 


| largest distributors of its kind in the 
Mississippi Valley, whereby 500 
‘Iron Mask’ streamers were planted 
in drug stores and retail tobacco 
shops that are on the company’s 
books. 


{ 


WFAA Theatre Tieup 


Dallas, Oct. 10. 


Tieup between WFAA and _ the 
Interstate theatre circuit has been 
arranged whereby the theatres will 
run a film short containing enter- 
tainment out of the WFAA ‘Early 
Bird’ programs. 

Short will run in nine suburban 
_houses on the circuit. On its end 


| WFAA will plug the theatres and | 


give away passes to the theatres 
‘during. the six weeks of the deal. 


full windows for an ‘Iron Mask’ book | 


| different crafis work on a film pro- 
duction. 


Goldenson’s Combined 
Honeymoon-Biz Trip 


Leonard Goldenson, Paramount 
home office theatre department ex- 
ecutive, left yesterday 
| trip south. He is contacting Par the- 
atre partners. 


daughter of Max Weinstein, 
| president of Russek’s 5th Ave. store, 
| yesterday morning (Tues.), at the 
| bride’s home. 


| stein, 


_ Talent Quest Finals 


Gilbert Marbe, manager of Loew’s 
| Ziegfeld, has set next Wed. (18) for 
| the finals in his ‘high school glamour 
| contest,’ open to girl students in 
| Manhattan. Award for the winner, 
| who will be selected by a commit- 

tee of professionals, will be a schol- 
| arship in elocution and drama at the 
Wolter Academy. 

Frank Mandella’s orchestra will 
play on award night. Judges include 
John Powers, George White, Russell 

| Patterson, Georgie Hale, Benn 
Jacobson, Billy Livingston, Charles 
| LeMaire, Tony DeMarco, Norman 


Pincus end William Jarvis. 


(Tues.) on a) 
combined honeymoon and _ business | 


coincidence, is a leiter signed by 
eight of the New York newspaper 
reporters regularly assigned to the 
Fair, mercilessly panning the pub- 
licity department. ‘Conditions have 
been improved immeasurably,’ the 


picture of himself, is headed: ‘A Let- 
| ter from Perley Boone to the Pub- 
lishers of America.’ 

After quoiing favorable comment 
;on his work from Grover Whalen 
and several exhibitors who ‘expect 


to hear’ he has ‘an important new | 


connection 
| Boone sets 


in the publicity field,’ 
forth, ‘I have worked 


| from Coast to Coast, and I haven't: 


missed much...Carrier boy, re- 
| porter, copy editor, picture editor. 
news ediior, make-up editor, city 


‘Round this 
the other 


off with 
side of 


three years 
the fence— 
pu 
Fair—and I am ready to gamble on 
| my news judgment, my ability to get 
| out a newspaper that wilj sell... 


;So here is my proposition, Mr. Pub- | 


lisher: 
|; ‘I will take a job as executive, 
leditor at a relatively small fixed 


| salary, plus a monthly increase for 
every thousand of added circulation 
Or I will make a straight contract 


for a number of years at a definitely | 


| fixed rate, based upon your faith in 

{}my record and my. faith in myself. 

| Sincerely yours, Perley Boone, 205- 
11 42d ave., Bayside, L. I.’ 

| A P. S. read: ‘I need $15.000 per 


year. I could use more. I will take 
less. P. B.’ 
The Reporters’ Rap 


The letter from N. Y. 
jhammering Boone's much-criticized 
| handling of the Fair's publicity de- 
| partment signed by Frederick 
Woltman, World - Telegram: 
Wilson, Post: Edward Reid, Brook- 
lyn Eagle; William Rice, News: Phil 
| Clifford, Mirror; William  Bloeth. 
| World-Telegram: Hubert Bernhard. 
Journal-American: Leo J. Margolin, 
Standard News Association. 

‘The undersigned,’ the letter states. 
‘who have been covering the World's 
| Fair since its opening May 1, wish 


is 


(Continued on page 61) 


Prudence Penny Packs 


Em in at Free Show 
Albany, Oct. 10. 

Strand (WB), at no cost to itself 
other than for opening and lighting 
the theatre during a two-hour morn- 
ing period, grabbed gobs of pub- 
licity, including art and radio tab- 
bing over WGY, on a Prudence 
Penny Homemakers Party. Consid- 
ering the expense to the house, it 
probably was the sweetest publicity 
break a local theatre has received in 
some time. 

Sixteen hundred women crowded 
;seats in the Sirand orchestra, bal- 
leony and boxes, Colonel Jim 
Healey, WGY news commentator, 
acted as emcee. 

A ‘Prudence Penny’ 
| duced with technicolor 
, wood, was on the bill. 
| were lectures 
| strations. 


short, pro- 
in Holly- 
There also 
end cooking demon- 


letter states, ‘since Boone left Aug. 1.’ | 
Boone's ad, topped by a half-page | 


blicity for the New York World's | 


reporters | 


Ear] | 


motion picture department of the 
N. Y. State Federation of Women's 
Clubs, told of her husband's success 
experiments at West Orange, 
| N. J., and first suecessful use of move 
ing pictures, 
Television broadcast scheduled 


is 


for next Friday (13) over NBCe 
RCA, 
Co-Op Adv. in Balt. 
Baltimore, Oct. 10. 
Full page advertisement in lecal 
| newspapers promoting the ‘golden 


anniversary of motion piciures’ ap- 
peared over the signature of Motion 
‘Picture Theatre Owners of Marys 
land on Friday (6). There were 63 
city and nabe theatres tied in with 
the advertisement. 

| Page was illustrated with photos 
graphs of the old Edison Kinetes 
scope and the modern projector, a& 
,scene from ‘The Kiss,’ old-timer, 
starring May Irwin, contrasted with 
a modern romantic scene, and ex¢ 
terior views of pioneer and mogern 
' film theatres. 


STANLEY, PITT, LOSES 
DR. I. Q’ B. 0. LURE 


Pittsburgh, Oct. 10. 

Stanley, WB deluxer, is pleniy 
sorry to see the Dr. I. Q. neiwork 
|'show every Monday night fade from 
stage after a six-week streich, 
Program moves to a Philadeiphia 
theatre for continuation of its coast+ 
to-coaster. Cash giveaway airer was 
a potent biz-builder for Stanley. wiih 
management freely admitting it got 
house 50% above normal biz every 
Monday. 

Show was originally scheduled to 
stick eight weeks at Stanley, but that 
was before house had any idee cf 
resuming stage presentations. With 
| latter, however, afier four months 
| Of straight pix, insertion of the 1.Q. 
| program made it too tough on sched- 
ules and turnover. 


| 
} 
| 


Mass. Allied; Devlin Y. P. 


At an election of Allied Theatres 
of Massachusetts, Inc., held in Bos- 
ton, Sam Pinanski, Par New Eng- 
land operator, was voted the presi- 
dency and John H. Devlin of the 
Loew circuit v.p. Treasurer elected 
is Stanley Summer of the Univer- 
sity theatre, Cambridge; Joseph H. 
Brennan, of Allied, sec. 

Massachusetts Allied is not affil- 
iated with the national Allied States 
Assn, 


BALTO’S 2 NEW ‘UNS 
Baltimore, Oct. 10. 
Latest addition to F. H. Durkee 
chain of local nabes, the Senator, 
just opening. Seating 1,200, man- 


aged by Joe Schlee, moved up fiom 
similar stint at Northway. Gus_ 
| Martin, former assistant at Siete, 


managing Northway. 

| The Times, town’s first newsreel 
| house, also preeming this week, 
Morton Baker, formerly with WCEM. 
managing. 


Sam Pinanski Prez of 


t+ we 


Wednesday, October 11, 1939 


Mpls’ 100th Anni Celebration K0’s Biz; 
Dunne-Boyer Film Only Mild at $4,000 


Minneapolis, Oct. 10. 

Theatres are recovering slowly | 
from the headache suffered as a re-| 
gult of the city’s century celebration, | 
a sort of early fall carnival. Busi- | 
ness had been plenty bad anyway, | 
nd the celebration made it worse. 
With the atYair over, there’s still not 
much to cheer about, | 
As far as the show houses are con- | 
eerned, the city needn’t ever have 
another such celebration. On two! 
nights there were elaborate parades | 
and the theatres were empty. More- | 
over, the celebration’s own show at 
the Auditorium, scaled at 15c for the | 
daily matinee and 25c at night, and | 
| 


with Vincent Lopez and Pinky Tom- 
lin’s orchestras as headliners, copped | 
a goodly share of the available en- , 
tertainment funds, pulling plenty | 
away from the theatres. It was the 
toughest opposition within memory. 

In spite of the many unfavorable 
conditions, “The Women’ is clicking | 
in Yankee style. It did a bang-up, 
first-week business at the State—al- | 
though undoubtedly hurt to the ex-_ 
tent of at least several grand by the: 
celebration and considerably less 
than such an attraction would gar- 
nev in more normal times—and in its | 
econd canto it continues to deliver. 
The Minnesota holds its steady pace. 
Which apparently is satisfactory to 
the local group which opened the 
uge house with the vaudfilm policy. 
gue otherwise it’s a pretty drab tale, 
such better-than-average film offer- 
ee as ‘Man in Iron Mask,’ ‘When 


‘omorrow Comes’ and ‘What a Life’ 
failiag to hit a fast pace. The Or- 
pheum last week hit a new stage-_ 
head low, although it had a name 


eadliner, Chester Morris, and en- 

irely acceptable entertainment. 

The fact that more than 3,000 po- 
tential theatre customers made the, 
trip to Lincoln, Neb., to witness the 
Minnesota-Nebraska football game | 
also wasn't helpful to grosses. 

Local public is becoming more and 
more price-conscious, theatre owners 
here say. Development has been! 
particularly noticeable during past 
several months, it’s asserted. Recog- 
nition of this state of affairs is indi- | 
cated in the matinee scale slashes | 
at the Minnesota and Orpheum for | 
vaudfilm. Now the Gayety is chang- 
ing its volicy to permit a drop from 
99c to 55c on Saturdays and Sundays. | 
When there'll be four and three 
hows, respectively, in place of the |} 
‘former two. The Minnesota slashed 

niekel on the 1 to 5:30 p.m. prices. 

he Orpheum dropped from 35c to 

Se to 1 p.m. and from 40c to 35c 

‘ont 1 to 5p.m. As far as is known, 
mo other price-cutting is contem- 
Diated. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aster (Par-Singer) (900; 15-25)— 
Champion’ (Par) and ‘Stop. Look’ 

20th), dual first-runs, split with 

scape’ (20th) and ‘Nancy Drew’ 
(WB), also dual first-runs. Fairly 
Re $1,600 in prospect, Last week, 


ange War’ (Par) and ‘Charlie 
han’ (20th), dual first-runs, $1,700. 
Okay. 

Century (Par-Singer) (25-35-40)— 
Omorrow Comes’ (U). Boyer- 
unne combo bringing in feminine | 
ans and matineee trade relatively 
etter than night. Headed for mild 
4,000. Last week, ‘Rains Came’ 
(20th) (2d wk), $5,000, good enough 
after fine $10,500 first week at State. 
Gopher (Par-Singer) (998; 25)— 
"What a Life’ (Par), Quite an ad- 
Vertising splurge for this one and 
pe boxoffice interest in evidence. 
Looks like good enough $3,200. Last 
(Par), $2,800, | 
air, 


Granada (Par) (900; 25-35)—‘Liv- 
ingstone’ (20th) and ‘Oz’ (M-G), 
plit. First neighborhood showings 
be route to big $2,800. Last week. 

achelor Mother’ (RKO) split with 
‘Livingstone’ (20th), $2,000, mild. 

Minnesota (Mpls. Co.) (4,000; 15- ! 
23-30)—Mickey Kid’ (Rep) and 
Stage show, including Evelyn Breni 
and Harry Fox, Lots of show for 
small admission. The bargain hunt- 
ers’ mecca. Pretty good $6,000 in 
—— Last week, ‘Of Human 
Bondage’ (RKO) and stage show, in- | 
eluding Coleman Clark and Senator 
Murphy, $5,600, fair. 

Orpheum (Par-Singer) (2,300; 25- 
335-40)—Iron Mask’ (UA). Good | 
enough picture, but adverse condi- | 
tions are raising havoc. Okay $6,200 | 
indicated. Last week, ‘Stranger’ | 
(20th) and Chester Morris and Bon | 
Ait’s ‘Star Line’ revue on _ stage, 


$6,000, very poor. Heavy opposition | 


‘Touchdown’ 


—¢ 


lover the 


| Agent’ 


biz 
| strong shows are doing okay at Lyrie 


Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
This 
(Based on 26 cities, 174 thea- 
tres, chiefly first runs, including 
N. Y.) 
Total Gross Same Week 
92,166,708 
(Based on 26 cities, 172 theatres) 


HUB LIKES WAR: 
THUNDER’ BIG 


Boston, Oct. 10. 
‘Thunder Afloat,’ on duai bill, is 
cashing in on current war interest 
and grossing big at the Orpheum 
and State. 
Big biz 
chalked up 


Friday and Saturday 
to opening of football 
season here. American preem of 
‘Port of Shadows,’ French film, 
lauded by exhuberant press and is 
oo strength at the Fine Arts 
Estimates for This Week 


Boston (RKO) (3,200: 20-30-40)— 
‘Prison Gates’ (Col) and ‘Sky Patrol’ 
(Mono?’, dual, with vaude. for three 
days; and ‘Irish Luck’ (Mono) (Ist 
run) and ‘Moto Vacation’ (20th) (2d 
run), double, three davs. Aiming at 
okay $7,500. Last week, ‘Conspiracy’ 
(RKO) and ‘Way Down South’ 
(RKO), dual, with vaude, three days; 
and ‘Bachelor Mother’ (RKO) and 
‘Nancy Drew’ (WB) 
double, four days. nice $8.800. 

Fenway (M&P) 1.332; 
55)—Time of Life’ (Par) and ‘Tele- 
vision Spy’ (Par). Very good $6.500 


indicated. Last week, ‘Espionage 
Agent’ (WB) and ‘No Place Go 


(WB), okay $5,700. 
Keith Memorial (RKO) (2.907; 25- 


week, big $19,500. 


| 
| 


(both 3d run), | 


25-35-40- | 


| 


35-40-55 ’)—Fifth Girl’ (RKO) and | 
|*Full Confession’ (RKO) (2d wk). 
Heading for good $15,000. First 


| split with ‘Sherlock Holmes’ 


PICTURE GROSSES 


VARIETY 9 


Lincoln Biz Building; 
‘Women’ Strong $4,000 


Lincoln, Oct. 10. 

Weekend jam for Minnesota- 
Nebraska game helped biz, with the 
Stuart offering a midnight show for 
the first time this season (Holly- 
wood Cavalcade’). Competish was 
tough, Turnpike Casino (dancery) 
spotting Gray Gordon (6) and Duke 
Ellington (7) on $1.50 combo tickets. 

‘Daughters Courageous.’ a h.o. at 
the Liberty, is doing fairly well. 


‘Women’ very strong at Nebraska. | 


Biz generally is building, but slowly. 
Estimates for This Week 
Colonial .(NTI-Noble-Monroe) | 
(750; 10-15)—‘Port Hate’ (Met) and | 
‘Ghost Town’ (U), split with ‘Cipher | 
Bureau’ (GN) and ‘Riders Black | 
River’ (Col). So-so $800. Last | 
week, ‘Long Shot’ (GN) and ‘Okla- ! 
homa Terror’ (Mono), split with) 
‘Riders Frontier’ (Mono) and ‘Pana- | 
ma Patrol’ (GN), $805. | 
Liberty (NTI-Noble-Federer) (1,- | 
000; 10-25-35)—‘Daughters Courage- ! 
ous’ (WB). Moveover from Varsity | 
is this theatre’s opener and may get | 
$1,600, fair. 
Lincoln (LTC-Cooper (1,600; 
25-35) —‘Tell Tales’ (M-G) = and, 
‘Touchdown’ (Par), split with ‘Stole 
Million’ (U). Football half good; 
likely $2,300, good. week, 
‘Chan’ (20th) and ‘Speedway’ (WB). 
(20th) 
and ‘Torchy’ (WB), light $1,900. 
Nebraska (LTC-Cooper) (1,236; 10- 
25-40) — ‘Women’ (M-G). Strong 
$4,000. Last week, ‘Beau Geste’ | 
(Par), good $3,400. 
Stuart (LTC-Cooper) (1,900; 10- 


| 
| 


25-35)—‘Dancing Co-Ed’ (M-G). In| 


for eight days; fair $3,100. 
week, ‘Stranger’ (20th), pulled in 
six days, getting only $2,400. 

Varsity (NTI-Noble-Federer) (1,- 
100; 10-25-35)—‘Each Dawn’ (WB). 
Pretty average $2,300. Last week, 
‘Daughters Courageous’ (WB), got 
$2,700 and held, being moved to 
Liberty. 


L’ville Levels Off: 
Ginger Best, 7146, 


Last | 


| 


| 


to anniversary of house line. 


Weak Pix Bog Down L. A. Trade: ; 


Vaude Helps ‘Life’ to Big $21,500, 
‘Angels’ Weak 146, Ginger 2d, 13446 


Broadway Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
$356,800 
(Based on 12 theatres) 
Total Gross Same Week 
Last 
(Based on 12 theatres) 


| Los Angeles, Oct. 10. 

| Weak crop of pictures in the 
weekly change first-runs has been 
reflected in the boxoffices. and with 
a few exceptions biz on current 
stanza is away off. Outstanding ex- 
ceptions are the Paramount, where 
stage shows are back after being 
dropped several months ago, and the 
Four Star, where ‘Hollywood Caval- 
cade’ got under way for indefinite 
run after grossing $7,440 for benefit 
of Motion Picture Relief Fund at 
premiere showing. Paramount has 
Count Basie and ork on stage, sup- 
ported by the Dead End Kids and 
ag ‘Schlepperman’ Hearn, and take 
Is big. 


$17,000 
CAPITOL 


Washington, Oct. 10. 

Nobody's dying this week, but no- 
body is busting any records, either. 
Top is ‘Honeymoon in Bali’ and 
Roxyette Birthday Revue at Earle, 
critics raving over unexpectedly 
clever pic and devoting plenty space 
Phil 
Spitalny’s orch and attendant smart 


| ballyhoo is doing yeoman chore of 
' dragging ‘Here I Am Stranger’ into 


| second place at the bigger Capitol. 

| Of three new straight pics, ‘Man 
in Iron Mask,’ at Palace, is well 
| ahead, with ‘Nurse Edith Cavell,’ re- 


| cently world-premiered here, strong | 


|; second, and ‘Man They Could Not 
, Hang’ doing nicely for Met, WB 
second-run spot. 
Estimates for This Week 
Capitol (Loew) (3,434: 25-35-40-66) 
| —‘Stranger’ (20th) and vaude. All 


° ithe credit to Phil Spitalny’s Hour 
'of Charm, which will drag week up 
ule 9 ’ | to good $18,000. Last week, ‘Dancing 


Louisville, Oct. 10. 


Main stem biz nothing to shout) ace and will win nice $5,200. 
week, No! 


about on the current 
standouts and trade is pretty evenly 
distributed. ‘Fifth Avenue = Girl,’ 


Metropolitan (M&P) (4.367: 25-35- | dualed at the Rialto, is shaping up 


and 
Sag- 


Came’ (20th) 
(2d wk). 


40-55)—‘ Rains 
‘Stop, Look’ (20th) 


' ging afier initial frame, but will take 
| satisfactory 


$13.500, 
very big $20.000. 
Orpheum (Loew) (2.900: 25-35-40- 
35)—’Thunder Afloat?’ (M-G) and 
‘Fast Furious’ (M-G), Looks like 
smasho with biz 
weekend, vast week, 
Boy’ (Col) and ‘Miracles 


25-35. 


First week, 


‘Golden 


| Sale’ (M-G), good $15,500. 


Paramount (M&P) (1.797: 


40-55) —'What Life’ (Par) and ‘Tele- 


vision Spy’ (Par). Very good $8,500 
promised. Last week, ‘Espionage 
(WB) and No ‘Place Go 
(WB), okay $7,000. 

Scollay (M&P) (2,538; 25-35-40-50) 


Maid’ (WB) and ‘Torchy Dynamite’ 


State (Loew) (3,600; 25-35-40-35)— | 


Afloat’ (M-G) and ‘Fast 


‘Thunder 


| 


| 


—‘Espionage Agent’ and 
‘Touchdown’ (Par) (both 24 run). | 
| Probable $5,500. Last week, ‘Old 


(RKO) and 


(WB). both second run, $5,500 | (Par), okay $1,800. 


Furious’ (M-G). Will deliver around | 


‘Golden 


’ 


$15,000, big. Last week, 
Bov’ (Col) and ‘Miracles Sale 
(M-G), dual, okay $12,000. 


‘SPEEDWAY ’-NELSON 


for the town’s top gross, and ‘All 
Quiet on Western Front’ is grabbing 
niece coin at the Strand. ; 
Opposish from sports not so evi- 
dent over the weekend, but perfect 
fall weather, with thermometer in 
the upper’ brackets, 
lured many to the country. 
Estimates for This Week 
Brown (Loew’s-Fourth Avenue) 
(1,000; 15-30-40)—‘Bali’ (Par) and 


‘Witness Vanishes’ (U). Nothing very |Girl’ (RKO) (2d wk), strong $8,000.| week. ‘All 


exciting on moveover trem Rialto 
and pacing for fair $1,600. Last 
week, ‘Rains Came’ (20th), good $1,- 
800 in second downtown week. 
Kentucky (Switow) (900; 15-22)— 
‘Girls Go Paris’ (Col) and ‘Stole 
Million’ (U), split with ‘Frontier 
Marshal’ (20th) and ‘Million Dollar 
Legs’ (Par). Heading for average 
$1.700. Last week, ‘Bachelor Mother’ 
‘Magnificent Fraud’ 


Loew’s State (Loew's) (3,100; 15- 
30-40) —- ‘Golden Boy’ (Col) and 
‘U-Boat’ (Col). Both pics potentially 
good b.o. material and timely, but 
returns indicated as around average 
$6,500. Last week. ‘Blackmail’ «(M-G) 


and ‘Five Little Peppers’ (Col), 
|'medium $6,000. 
Mary Anderson (Libson) (1,090; 


| 15-30-40)—‘Pride of Bluegrass’ (WB). 


BIG $13,000, INDPLS. 


Indianapolis, Oct. 10. 

Theatre managers in downtown | 
sector added the World Series broad- 
casts to their list of alibis to blame 
over the weekend, but} 


and Indiana Lyric tops the list} 
with Ozzie Nelson orch on stage and 
‘Indianapolis Speedway’ for one of 


Horse pic, with some dialog and 
scenes of Churchill Downs. should 
have quite an appeal to local pa- 
trons, but results rather tepid. Looks 


and grabbed off good $3,600. 
Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3.000; 15- 
30-40 )—‘Fifth Girl (RKO) and 


‘Everything’s on Ice’ (RKO). Cou- 
ple of good b.o. pix and Ginger 
Rogers name on marquee means 


something here. Nothing terrific in 


the best weeks since reopening. In- | sight, but should corral satisfactory 


diana is strong with ‘Old Maid’ and | $7500 to lead the town. 


‘Everybody's Hobby, with pull in 
the first pic. 
Circle lags badly, 


| 


selling 


Last week. 
‘Bali’ (Par) and ‘Witness Vanishes’ 
(U), good enough $6,500 


Strand (Fourth Avenue) (1.400: 


and bad general biz conditions re- , Quiet’ over ‘Under-Pup,’ with audi-| 5_39.49)—‘All Quiet’ (U) (reissue) 


sponsible. 
State (Par-Singer) (2,300; 25-35- | 
40)—'Women’ (M-G) (2d wk). Box- | 
Office sock, 
from males and feminine fans alike. | 
May reach heavy $7,000 after sensa- | 
tional $12.000 first week. 
Time (Gillman) 
Lucrezia Borgia’ (Foreign) (3d wk). 
ensational angles fully stressed. | 
00king for mild $800 in eight days. 
-ast week, $1,000, okay under cir- | 
cumstances. 
World (Sicffes) (350; 25-35-40-55) | 


~‘Stolen Life’ 


(Par) (2d wk). A. 


00d spot for this one, inasmuch as 
\oUse Caters to carriage trade. Going 
along 

$1,300. 


somewhat better after slow 
Reaching toward pretty good 
Last week, $1,200, light. 


(2°); 25-35-40)— | 


ence reaction against war pie €Vi-| and ‘Tropic Fury’ (U). 
denced last week when on | average for athis house at 
woew Last week, hat Life’ 
Getting a terrific play atso below average dualling ‘Golden |‘Chan’ (20th), okay $3,300. 


hissed. 


‘All Quiet’ was 


Bov’ and ‘U-Boat 29.’ 
Estimates for This Week 
Apolle 


sion’ (RKO). Fair $3.200. t 
week. ‘Rains Came’ (20th) and ‘Chan’ | 


(20th). moveover after first week at; ‘Golden Boy’ 


Indiana, mild $2,500. 
Circle (Katz-Dolle) 
(U). Dull $4,800. | 
(Par) 
fair $5,600. 


with ‘Under-Pup’ 
Last week, ‘Bali’ 
Brizht Boys’ (U). 


(Katz-Dolle) (1.100; 25-30-, body’s Hobby’ (WB 
40)—-"Touchdown’ (Par) and ‘Confes- |Last week, ‘Fiith Girl’ (RKO) and 
Last | ‘Conspiracy’ (RKO), fairish $6,000. 


Better than 
$3,800. 
Par) and 


Strong $9,000. 


Loew's (Loew's) (2,400; 25-30-40 )— 
(Col) and ‘U-Boat’ 


(Col). Below average. $6,900. Last 


(2,600: 25-30-| week, ‘Blackmail’ (M-G) and ‘Coast 
40)—‘All Quiet’ (U). reissue. dualled , Guard’ (Col), weak $6.000. 


Lyric (Lyric) (1,900; 25-30-40)— 


and ‘Two ‘Speedway’ (WB) and Ozzie Nelson 
Lorch. 


Nifty $13,000. Last week, 


{indiana ‘(Katz-Dolle) (3.100; 93-30- | ‘Dawn Die’ (WB) and vaude. $8,700. 
40)—‘Old Maid’ 


(WB) and ‘Every- | weak. e 


like this. 


Co-Ed’ and vaude, light $13,000. 

Columbia (Loew) (1,234; 25-40)— 
| ‘Star Maker’ (Par) (2d run). Back 
{downtown after oke stanza at Pal- 
Last 
week, ‘Thunder Afloat’ (M-G) (2d 
run), built to big $5,500. 


Earle (WB) (2,216; 25-35-40-66) 
‘Bali’ (Par) and vaude. Sock re-| 
views and word-of-mouth on pic, | 


plus plenty interest in house line’s | 
smart anniversary revue, will lead 
town with nice $17,000. Last week, | 
‘What a Life’ (Par) and Ann Sheri- | 
dan p.a., slid slightly to still =) 


Keith's (RKO) (1.830; 35-55) 
‘Cavell’ (RKO). War and recent! 
world premiere here helping to good 
$9,000. Last week, ‘Fifth Avenue | 


undoubtedly ¢17 990. 


| 


Met (WB) (1,600; 25-40)—‘Man | 


Could Not Hang’ (Col). Usual re- | 
peat spot likes occasional first-run 
Last week, | 


Good $5,000. 
‘Dust Destiny’ (WB) 
$5,300. 

Palace (Loew) (2.242: 35-55) 
‘Iron Mask’ (UA). Oke $13,000. Last | 
week, ‘Women’ (M-G) (2d wk). built 
to swell $14,500 and was yanked only 
because of booking jam. 


‘Thunder’ Dual Nice 
$5,800 in Portland 


Portland, Oct. 10. 
‘The Women,’ at Parker’s UA, is 


(2d run), nice 


still the burg’s b.o. highlight in its 
second week, and is likely to hold 
jonger. New pix in this week are 
‘Fifth Avenue Girl,’ at Liberty, 


like light $2,500. Last week, ‘Espion- | “Thunder Afloat,’ at Broadway, asd 

lace Agent’ (WB), copped some at-, ‘Honeymoon in Bali,’ at the Ham- 
tention on strength of war interest, 'ick-Evergreen Paramount. They're 


all okay at b. o. 

The Mayfair is holding revival! of 
‘All Quiet on the Western Front’ for 
a second stanza. 

Estimates for This Week 

Broadway (Parker) (2,000; 30-35- 
40)—'Thunder Afloat’ (M-G) and 
‘Forgotten Women’ (U). Better than 
average at $5,800. Last week ‘Black- | 
mail’ (M-G) and ‘Hawaiian Nights’ | 
(U), fair $4,300. 

Liberty (Hamrick-Evergreen) (2,- 


000: 30-35-40)—‘Fifth Girl’ (RKO) 
and ‘Sherlock Holmes’ (20th). Good 
enough $4,500. Last week ‘Golden 


Boy’ (Col) and ‘Peppers’ (Col), fair 
$4,200. 

Mayfair (Parker-Evergreen) | 
500; 30-35-40)—‘All Quiet’ (U) and 
‘Hero Day’ (U) (2d wk). Last five 
days good enough $1,700. First week 
connected for good $3,800. 

Paramount (Ha.arick-Evergreen) 
(3.000; 30-35-40)—‘Bali’ (Par) and 
‘Stolen Life’ (Par). Better than av- 
eraze $5,000. Last week ‘Rains Came’ 
(20th) and ‘Stop, Look’ (20th), ended 
a good second week with $4.000. 

United Artists (Parker) (1,000: 30- 
35-40)—‘Women’ (M-G) (2d wk). 
Getting big $5,600. May h ‘d longer. 
First week terrific $7,800 


| bad week with 
| Stranger,’ 


Last 


| 40-55) 


T.oew’s State-Chinese are having a 
‘Here I Am a 
and Warner day-daters 
are not very hot with ‘Angels Wash 
| Their Faces.’ 
Estimates for This Week 
Carthay Circle (Fox) (1,518; 30- 
40-55)—‘The Rains Came’ (29th) and 
‘Stop, Look and Love’ (20th) duat 
(4th week). Another $3,700 in sight 
after excellent $5,100 last week. 
Chinese (Grauman-F-WC) (2,024: 
30-40-55-75)—‘Here I Am a Stranger’ 
(20th) and ‘Adventures of Sherlock 
Holmes’ (20th), dual. Very disap- 


pointing $6,800. Last week, ‘Thun- 
der Afloat’ (M-G) and ‘Glamour 


Girls’ (M-G), fair $9,000. 

Downtown (WB) (1.800: 30-40-55- 
65)—‘Angels Wash Their’ Faces’ 
(WB) and ‘Kid Nightingale’ (WB), 
dual. Not very hot at $7,500. Last 
week, ‘Dust My Destiny’ (WB) and 
‘Nancy Drew’ (WB), surprised with 
| $8.500. 

Four Star (F-WC-UA) (900; 40-55) 


|— ‘Hollywood Cavalcade’ (20th). 
| Looks like house has another big 
money-maker, with initial stanza 


| headed for terrific $7,100 in six-day 
| week. Added $7.400 garnered at $10 
for Motion Picture Relief 
| Fund. giving house $14,500 for open- 
| ing stanza. Sat. and Sun, set new 
| attendance records. Last week, ‘Four 
| Feathers’ (UA), in seventh-final 
week. okay $1,400. 

Hollywood (WB) (2.756: 30-40-55- 
|65)—‘Angels Wash Their Faces’ 
| (WB) and ‘Kid Nightingale’ (WB). 
| Looks like washout with only $6.500 
|} in sight. Last week, ‘Dust My Des- 
| tiny’ (WB) and ‘Nancy Drew’ (WB), 
not hot, $7,300. 

Pantages (Pan) (2.812: 30-40-55)— 


| ‘Fifth Avenue Girl’ (RKO) and ‘Full 


Confession’ (RKO) (2d week). Hold- 
over rather weak, so will have to be 
satisfied with fair $6,500. Initial 


|; week around $10,000, what was ex- 


pected. 

Paramount (Par) (3.595: 30-40-55) 
—‘What a Life’ (Par) and stage 
show. Return of flesh after several 
months straight sound, and big build- 
up given Aldrich Family series by 
Par, heading for big $21,500. Last 
Quiet’ (U) and ‘$1.000 
Touchdown’ (Par), just fair $9,200. 

RKO (2,872: 30-40-55)—‘Fifth Ave- 
nue Girl’ (RKO) and ‘Full Confes- 
sion’ (RKO) (2d week). Second 
week looks like poor $6.200. after 


| first week piled up profitable $10,500 


State (Loew-Fox) (2.414: 30-40-55- 
75)—‘Here I Am a Stranger’ (20th) 
and ‘Adventures of Sherlock Holmes’ 
(20th), dual. One of those depress- 
ing weeks with $8.800 best in sisht 
week, ‘Thunder Afloat’ (M-G) 
and ‘Glamour Girls’ (M-G), fair 
$13.700 

United Artists (F-WC) (2.100: 30- 
‘Thunder Afloat’ (M-G) and 
‘These Glamour Girls’ (M-G). dual. 
Moveover hitting good gait for 
around $4.10). Holds second week. 
Last week. ‘Rains Came’ (20th) and 
‘Stop, Look’ (20th), very good hold- 
over. $5.300. 

Wilshire (F-WC) 
615)—‘Thunder Afloat’ 
‘These Glamour Girls’ 
(00d $5,200 and holds. Last week. 
holdover of ‘Women’ (M-G) and 
‘News at Night’ (M-G). good $4.200. 


(2. 2N-40-55- 
(M-G) and 
(M-G), dual 


Ushers-Doormen Union 
Seeking N. Y. Contracts 


With a reported 1,600 members en- 
rolled, Ushers and Doormen’s locals 
have been set up fer New York and 
the Bronx by the International Al- 
liance of Theatrical Stage Em- 


_ployees and immediate steps will be 


taken toward negotiation of con- 
tracts for recognition and wage 
scales. Offensive will be against one 
of the New York chains operating 
in Manhattan and the Bronx as a 
starter, it is understood. Circuit 
identity is withheld. 

Charters to the two locals, Man- 
hattan branch of which will be Lo- 
cal B-171 and the Bronx Local B- 
172, were issued by the IATSE at a 
midnight meeting Friday night (6), 
at which official installation of the 
two unions took place. The charters 
were handed out at the meeting by 
Richard Scott. organizer for Local 
306, N. Y. Operatois, who repre- 
sented the IA in the proceedings 


— 
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PICTURE GROSSES 


Frisco; Women's 2d Lively $11,000 


San Francisco, Oct. 10. 
Best of the newcomers this week 
is ‘Honeymoon in Bali,’ which is be- 
ing dualled at the Fox with ‘Death 
of a Champion.’ It has things pretty 
much its own way, competish from 
the Golden Gate and the Warfield 


put management took peace talk 
| seriously, and wanted to get ‘All 
Quiet’ played before the war folded. 
Stanley «WB) (3,600; 25-40-60)— 
|‘Espionage Agent’ (FN) and Bowes’ 
amateurs. This combo will sink 
WB deluxer back into the dumps 
again after an encouraging getaway. 
Bowes units have apparently out- 
lived their boxoffice magic here. Not 
'much more than $13,000 in sight. 


‘WHAT A LIFE’ SURPRISE | 233%: “Ghamour 


Girls’ (M-G), rang up close to 
CLICK IN MEMP HIS, 66 ae (WB) (2,000; 25-40)— 


'‘Touchdown’ (Par) and ‘Everybody’s 

Memphis, Oct. 10. | Hobby’ (WB). Strictly in the double- 
Surprises of week are low take feature tradition and a couple of 
‘for Parkyakarkus’ personals at the | weakies that will be lucky to waltz 


Rooney-Garland Smash $22,000, But 
Rio -Fio Rito Dull $16,000 in Philly 


‘ESCAPE’-HOOT GIBSON 
BIG $7,000 IN PROV. 


Providence, Oct. 10. 
Average is the word for local biz 
this week, with ‘Honeymoon in Bali’, 


— 


Philadelphia, Oct. 10, 
With a heat wave on, and atiff 
competish from college football over 
the weekend, Mickey Rooney and 
Judy Garland’s latest opus, ‘Babes in 
Arms,’ comes as a life-saver. The 
moppets team up to bring what leoks 


theatre being negligible. All th€; Orpheum and relatively excellent; off with even $3,200, which is in the at Strand, getting the strongest play. | like a super-forte $22,000 to the 
other houses are h.o's. | draw by starless ‘What a Life’ at doghouse. Last week ‘Saint London’ Thursday begin! for Loew's | Boyd’s b.o. this semester. 
Golden Gate is screening ‘Full, the Warner. _ | (RKO) and Way Down_ South’ | State, Majestic and Carlton are ex- Also showing strength is ‘Hollv 
ee The | Official football season opening | (RKO). had to settle for a loss, too, | pected to hold until after Armistice g g is olly- 
Confession.’ Biggest names on the’ \ it) Miss.-Southwestern pitting two at $3,300. Day. Strand has been operating | Wood Cavalcade’ at the Fox, heading 
stage this week are the Stroud jocal favorites against the theatres | with Thursday policy for more than | for a nice $18,500. ‘Old Maid’ con- 


Twins. The Warfield is 
‘Dancing Co-Ed’ and ‘Streets of New 
York.’ 

Estimates for This Week 

Fox (F-WC) (5,000; 30-40)—‘Bali’ 
(Par) and ‘Death Champion’ (Par). 
Crix went overboard in their notices 
on ‘Bali’ and competish from other 
houses lessened through number of | 
holdovers. Hopeful of getting $13,- 
000, okay. Last week (2d), ‘Thunder 
Afloat’ (M-G) and ‘Everybody's Hob- 
by’ (WB), dull $9,090. 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,850; 35-55) 
—‘Full Confession’ ‘tRKO) and 
vaude. Stroud Twins picked up 
some extra plugs for the Gate when 
they did a radio interview. In view 
of offish week everywhere, $12,000 is 
quite fairish. Last week (2d), 
‘Fifth Avenue Girl’ (RKO) and 
vaude, strong $13,500. 

Orpheum (F&M) (2.440; 30-40)— 
*All Quiet’ (U) and ‘Hero For Day’ 
(U) (2d wk.). Biz off terribly fol- 
lowing socko first week. around $5,- 
000 currently after $12,500 take the 
first week. 

Paramount (F-WC) (2.740; 30-40) 
—Women’ (M-G) (2d wk.). Doing 
great biz on holdover stanza, which 
will grab lively $11,000. Picture very 
well liked and may hold for third 
week. Last week, great $19,000. 

St. Francis (F-WC) (1,470; 30-40) 
—‘Rains Came’ (20th) (4th wk.). 
Will turn in nice $5,000 on its 
fourth week. Last week, $7,500, ex- 
cellent. 

United Artists (Cohen) (1.200; 35- 
55-75)—‘Real Glory’ (UA) (2d wk.). 
Cooper-Niven and Leeds are giving 
this house swell biz. Second stanza 
on the uppish side at $9.000. Last 
week, $12,000, plenty good. 

Warfield (F-WC) (2,680; 30-40)— 
‘Dancing Co-Ed’ (M-G) and ‘Streets 
New York’ (Mono). Biz on the mild- 
ish side at $10,000. Last week, 
‘Stranger’ (20th) and ‘Stop, Look’ 
(20th), $10,000. 


Competish Hurts 
Omaha; Ginger's 
Torrid $5,000 


Omaha, Oct. 10. 


offering | 


‘Hollywood Cavalcade’ soaring to 
smash $12,500 at the Orpheum. 


‘Quiz Lab’ on stage one night eee | 
a 
| Agent’ and Major Bowes’ ‘Fifth An- | 


gross and house stayed open 
night Saturday for extra biz. 
Heavy competish from all sides. 
Ak-Sar-Ben ball, burg’s annual so- 
cial Jah-de-dah, which drew 10.000, 


film houses. 
Estimates for This Week 

Avenue - Dundee - Military (Gold- 
berg) (800-600-950; 10-25 )—‘Bachelor 
Mother’ (RKO) and ‘Maisie’ (M-G), 
dual, split with ‘Jones Family’ 
(20th), ‘Boy Friend’ (20th) and 
‘Hell’s Kitchen’ (FN), tripler. So- 
£0 $1,600. Last week, ‘Captain Fury’ 
(UA) and ‘Each Dawn’ (FN), dual, 
split with ‘Naughty Nice’ (FN) and 
‘Bridal Suite’ (M-G), dual, $1,700, 
good. 

Brandeis (Singer-RKO) (1,250; 10- 


25-35-40)—‘Fifth Girl’ (RKO) and 
‘Full Confession’ (RKO). Ginger 
lenty hot here for $5,000, swell. 


ast week, ‘Golden Boy’ (Col) and 
*Man Couldn’t Hang’ (Col), dual, 
$5,800. socko. 

Omaha (Blank) (2.000; 10-25-40)— 
‘Bali’ (Par) and ‘All Come Out’ 
(M-G). Fairish $7,000. Last week, 
‘Shall Have Music’ ‘UA) and ‘Mag- 
nificent Fraud’ (Par) $%7.000. fair. 

Orpheum (Blank) (3.000: 10-25-40) 
—‘Hollywood Cavalcade’ (20th) and 
‘Hawaiian Nights’ (U). Best here in 
many moons, $12,500, socko. Last 
week, ‘Frontier Marshall’ (20th) and 
Winter Carnival’ (UA), $8,000, so- 
60. 

Town (Goldberg) (1.250: 10-20-25) 
—‘New Frontier’ (Rep). ‘They Asked 
It’ (U). first-runs, and ‘Hell’s Kit- 
chen’ (FN), trinler, split with ‘Fly- 
ing Irishman’ (RKO), first-run, ‘Boy 
Friend’ (20th) and ‘Saint London’ 
(RKO), trivler. Good $1,200. Last 
week, ‘Oklahoma Frentier’ (Rep). 
‘House Fear’ (U). first-runs, and 
‘Forgotten Women’ (UU), trinler, 
split with ‘Man Texas’ (Mon.), first- 
run, ‘Captain Fury’ and 
‘Naugchty Nice’ (FN), tripler, $1,200, 
good. 


hurt the weekend trade. 
Estimates for This Week 

Loew’s (Loew) (2,600; 10-30-40)— 
‘Blackmail’ (M-G), ‘Glamour Girls’ 
(M-G). Under average with around 
$4,000. 
(M-G), $4,800, fair. 

Warners (WB) (2,300; 10-30-40)— 
‘What Life’ (Par). Surprise of 
week, with maybe $6,000. Last week, 
‘Espionage Agent’ (WB), $3,300, dis- 
appointing. 


Malco (Lightman) (2,200, 10-30-40) | 


—Honeymoon Bali’ (Par). Going 
nice to $5,700. 
Ave. Girl,’ $4,700, average. 

Orpheum (Cullins-Evans) 
30-55) —‘Beauty for the Asking 
(RKO) with Parkyakarkus, Bill 
Bardo band and Lorraine Sisters on 
stage. Failing to do as well as 
should, lucky to hit $5,000 in five 
days. Last week, ‘Folies Bergere’ 
aided ‘Could Happen to You’ (20th), 
five days, to very big $9,100. 

Strand (Lightman) (1,000; 10-20- 
30)—‘Chicken Wagon’ (20th), ‘Mu- 
tiny on Blackhawk’ (U), ‘Death of 
Champion’ (Par), triple split. Usual 
$1,800. Last week, ‘Five Came Back’ 
(RKO), ‘Stop, Look, Love’ (20th), 
‘Chan’s Treasure Island’ (20th), 
garnered $7,900, very good. 


Espionage -Ams 
Cold $13,000 In 


(2.800; 


Hot Pittsburgh 


Pittsburgh, Oct. 10. 


Biz is moving into reverse this | 
It’s a | 


week after a brisk fortnight. 
combination of several things, prin- 
cipally the heat and the conspicuous 
absence of saleable product. Weath- 
er, however, seems to be the prin- 
cipal factor, the mid-summer mer- 
cury breaking all records locally for 
this time of the year, keeping ’em 
out of the theatres in droves. 
Penn’s grabbing off favored slice 
with ‘Beau Geste,’ although not up 


to expectations, and Fulton’s getting 
enough with ‘Under-Pup’ to rate film 
an extra few days. Reissue of ‘All 
Quiet’ is also in the upper brackets, 
doing very well for the Senator, but 
elsewhere it’s the doldrums. Stanley 
gasping for breath with ‘Espionage 
niversary ‘Rio’ 


Revue,’ doing next 


to nothing at Alvin and twinner of | 


‘$1,000 a Touchdown’ 


the depths. 


Estimates for Thi Week 


Alvin (Harris) (1,850; 25-35-50)— , 


| Rio’ (U). Cricks handed this one 
|}a spirited spanking and not enough 
, Marquee strength to balance the 
| reps. Doubtful of reaching even $4.- 
000, pretty bad here. Comes out 
| Wednesday afternoon (11) to make 
| way for special Hollywood-style pre- 
miere of ‘Hollywood Cavalcade’ 
| (20th) at night. Last week ‘Stranger’ 
| (20th), n.s.h. either at $6,300. 

| Fulton (Shea-Hyde) (1,750; 25-40) 
—‘Under Pup’ (U). Everybody liked 
| this one and it’s doing very well 
| considering fact that it’s kid star’s 
| (Gloria Jean) first picture. Head- 
| ing for around $5,000 and holds over 
‘for at least half a week, and may 


| get a full one. Last week, fourth of | 


| ‘Livingstone’ (20th), with Louis- 
| Pastor fight pix, in four days got 


| about $2,500, totaling around $22,000 | 


/ On the run. 

Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 25-35- 

50)—‘Beau Geste’ (Par). Mixed no- 

| tices for remake, but Gary Cooper’s 
_b.o. and picture’s previous rep do- 
| ing it considerable good. Looks like 
| around $16.500. Last week ‘Black- 
_mail’ (M-G), was helped a lot from 
_overflow at Stanley, block wav. and 
| was Satisfied to settle for $12.000. 

Senator (Harris) (1,700: 25-40)— 
| ‘All Quiet’ (U) (reissue). This one’s 
| played half a dozen reissue dates 
here in last couple of years, but 
| cashing in this time. “ot the house 
|its biggest opening in flock of 
|! months, and paced for slick $4.200. 
| That’s real coin at this spot. Last 


| week ‘Rains Came’ (20th), brought | 


here after two weeks at Alvin, did 


| fine $4.100 and could have stayed, | 


Last week, ‘Thunder Afloat’ | 


Last week, ‘Fifth | 


) chdown’ and ‘Every- | 
and three big football games hurt! body’s Hobby’ is sinking Warner into | 


Seattie Tasting War; 
| ‘Cavell’ Poor $3,700 


| Seattle, Oct. 10. 
| This burg is feeling the European 
war in type of films currently at 
| the first-runs: ‘Nurse Edith Cavell,’ 
at Paramount; ‘Thunder Afloat,’ at 
Orpheum, and ‘Espionage Agent,’ at 
Palomar. They're all decidedly war- 


flavored. 
Estimates for This Week 
Coliseum ‘Hamrick - Evergreen) 
| (1.900; 21-32)—‘Chips’ (M-G) and 


|‘Chan’ (20th) (2d run). Hitting: for 
great $3,500. Last week ‘Iron Mask’ 
(UA) and ‘Boy Friend’ (20th), $2,900, 
| good. 

Fifth Avenue 


(Hamrick - Ever- 
|} green) (2,349: 27-42)—‘Women’ (M- 
G) (2d wk). Looking for wonderful 
$7,000 and may hold. Last week, 
same film, $11,000, marvelous. 

Liberty (J-vH) (1,650; 21-27-42)— 
‘Grey Walls’ (Col) and ‘Man Is News’ 
(Par). Expect okay $3,600 in six 
days. Last week ‘Have Music’ (UA), 
under $3.000, terrible. Started okay, 
but dived. 

Music Box (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
| (850; 27-42)—‘Bali’ (Par). Moveover 
| from Paramount indicates good $3,- 
' 400. Last week ‘Rains Came’ (20th) 
(3d wk), big $3,000. 

Orpheum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
| (2,600; 27-42)—‘Thunder Afloat’ (M- 
|G) and ‘Stronger Desire’ (M-G). Big 
|}campaign forging this one to front 
‘ranks. Anticipate great $8,000. Last 
week ‘Angels Faces’ (FN) and ‘Stop, 
Look’ (20th), $5,300, good. 

Palomar (Sterling) (1,350; 21-27- 
|42)—‘Espionage Agent’ (WB), plus 
|; vaude. Looking for fair $4.500. Last 
|; week ‘Dust Destiny’ (WB), plus 
vaude, okay $5,000, 
| Paramount’ (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
| (3,039; 27-42)—‘Cavell’ (RKO) and 
| ‘Everybody's Hobby’ (FN). Heading 
ifor onlv $3,700, poor. Last week 
|*Bali’ (Par) and ‘House Fear’ (U), 


' $7.000, big. 

Roosevelt (Sterling) (800; 21-27- 
42)—‘Dust Destiny’ (WB). Moved 
|from Palomar. Anticipates $2,900, 
okay. Last week ‘Old Maid’ (WB) 
| (4th wk), $2,400, good. 

Winter Garden (Sterling) (800; 16- 
32)—‘Hell’s Kitchen’ (WB) = and 
‘Coast Guard’ (Col) (2d run). Ex- 
pect fair $2.200. Last week ‘Each 
Dawn’ (WB) and ‘Blondie’ (Col), 
'oke at $2.500. 


0.s Pace Montreal; 
‘Oz, 2d, Strong $13,000 


Montreal, Oct. 10. 

| Three h.o.s currently, with one of 
| them, ‘Wizard of Oz,’ again easily 
topping the town with probable $13,- 
, 000 at Loew’s. ‘Honeymoon in Bali,’ 
|at Palace, pacing for handsome 
| $8,000, while repeat of ‘Iron Mask,’ at 

Orpheum, getting good coin at the 
| small-seater. 

Thanksgiving holiday Monday (9) 
brought heavy travel biz into city, 
which all helps. 

Estimates for This Week 

Palace (CT) (2,700; 25-45-55)— 
‘Bali’ (Par). One of only two first- 
runs in town currently pacing for 
very good $8.000. Last week (2d), 
| ‘Rains Came’ (20th), nice $6,000. 
Capitol (CT) (2,700; 25-45-55)— 
i‘Golden Boy’ (Col) and ‘Woman 
| Judge’ (Col) (2d wk). Probable 
; good $4.500 after very good $7,500 


| last week, 

| Loeew’s (CT) (2,800; 30-40-60)— 
‘Oz’ (M-G) (2d wk). Children be- 

| ing admitted to this one by special 
arrangement with provincial govern- 

‘ment. Will get $13,000 currently, 

big. and topping first week’s 
$12.500. since minors are going all 

| week against only last five days last 


week. 

Princess (CT) (2,300: 25-34-50)— 
‘Man Couldn’t Hang’ (Col). Only 
other first run in town is not doing 
so well against heavv opposition and 
little better than $3.000 sighted. Last 
week, ‘Coast Guard’ (Col) and ‘Magi- 
not Line’ (Col), nice $4.000. 

Orpheum (Trd) (1.100: 20-40-50)— 
‘Iron Mask’ (UA) (2d wk). Point- 
ine to excellent $5.000 and h.o. after 
verv good $8.000 first week. 

Cinema de Paris (France-Film) 
(600: 25-50)—‘Louise’ (5th wk). Still 
getting fair play. with nice $1,200 in 


j 
| 
| 


| 


year, which now leaves only RKO 
Albee and Fay’s with Friday open- 
ers. 
Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (2,200; 25-35-50)— 
‘Under-Pup’ (U) and ‘Full Confes- 
sion’ (RKO). Fairish $5,000. Last 
week, ‘Fifth Girl’ (RKO) and ‘Spell- 
binder’ (RKO) (2d wk). surprisingly 
strong ($6,000, after $7,500 first week. 
Carlton (Fay-Loew) (1,400: 25-35- 


50)—‘Dancing Co-ed’ (M-G) and 
‘Career’ (RKO) (2d run) attracting 
juves for okay $3.800. Last week, 
‘Dust Destinv’ (WB) and ‘Drew 
Staircase’ (WB) (2d run), fair 
$3.000. 

Fay’s (Indie) (2,000; 25-35-40)— 


‘Escape’ (20th) and Hoot Gibson on 
stage. Vaude, with accent on west- 
erner, drawing plenty kid trade for 
strong $7,000. Last week. ‘Two Boys’ 
and vaude, satisfactory $6.000. 
Majestic (Fay) (2.200: 25-35-50)— 
‘Espionage Agent’ (WB) and ‘For- 
gotten Women’ (U). Attracting only 
mild interest for fair $6,000. Last 
week, ‘Sherlock Holmes’ (20th) and 
‘No Place Go’ (WB). meek $5,000. 
State (Loew) (3.200; 25-35-50)— 
‘Intermezzo’ (UA) and ‘Conspiracy’ 
(RKO). Paced at average $11,500. 
Last week, ‘Dancing Co-ed’ (M-G) 
and ‘Career’ (RKO), okay $12,000. 
Strand (Indie) (2,200: 25-35-50)— 
‘Bali’ (Par) and ‘Prison Gates’ (Col). 


Peppiest in town and snappy $9,- 
000 sighted. Last week, ‘What A 
Life’ (Par) and ‘Flight Midnight’ 


(Rep), good $7,000. 


BAN; 
BIG 176 


Buffalo, Oct. 10. 

‘Old Maid,’ at Buffalo, is stand- 
out item among this week's offer- 
ings along the main stem, though 
‘U-Boat 29,’ dualed, is also edging 
up nicely at the Lafayette. Other 
spots seem to be grinding out merely 
routine takings. 
Lifting of Health Department's 
paralysis ban yesterday (Monday) 
will help, but comes too late for 
much improvement in current down- 
town grosses. Shea nabes are run- 
ning special after-school matinees to 
try and catch some of the lost 
kid biz during past six weeks, 

Estimates for This Week 

Buffalo (Shea) (3,500: 30-35-55)— 
‘Old Maid’ (WB). Getting strong 
play and looks to grab sturdy $17,- 
000. Last week, ‘Women’ (M-G), 
perked up néatly and went over an- 
ticipations to same amount. 

Great Lakes (Shea) (3,000; 30-50) 
—Women’ (M-G) (2d run). Six 
days only, due to Cantor show and 
‘Conspiracy’ (RKO) taking over 
house Monday (9). Cantor’s draw 
first day (9) meant $5.500. ‘Women’ 
garnered good enou¢h $6.500. Last 
week, ‘Rains Came’ (RKO) (2d run), 
Okay $6,500. 

Hipp (Shea) 
‘Touchdown’ (Par) 
Holmes’ (20th). 


(2.100; 25-35)— 
and ‘Sherlock 
Slightly improved 
pace indicates okay $6,000. Last 
week, ‘Stranger’ (20th) and ‘Chan’ 
(20th), $5,200. slow. 

Lafayette (Hayman) (3,300: 25-35) 
—‘U-Boat’ (Col) and ‘Peppers’ (Col). 
Both ends of this card clicking and 
looks in velvet for better than $8,- 
000. Last week. ‘Unexpected Father’ 
(U) and ‘Society Smugglers’ (U), 
passable $6.000. 

(3,- 


20th Certurv 
000; 25-35)—‘Cavell’ (RKO) and 
‘Bookies Wept’ (RKO) (2d wk). 
Second stint for this looks offish 
and will be cut short Thursday (12). 
Just over  $5.000. Last week, 
snagged over $10.000, nifty. 


(Basil-Dipson) 


sight after good $1,500 for fourth 
week. 

St. Denis (France-Film) 2.300; 20- 
34)—‘Serge Panine’ and ‘Gangsters 
du Chateau D’Ys.’ House down a 
little lately, but good $4.500 probable 
currently. Last week, ‘Vierge Folle’ 


and ‘Train pour Venise,.’ good enough 


$4,000. 


BUFF. LIFTS 


tinues potent in a third run show- 
ing, with Beau Geste also finishing 
in the money. 


In the weakie class is the ‘Rio’- 
Fio Rito orch combo at the Earle, 
connecting for a low of $16,000. An- 
other disappointer is ‘Intermezzo’ at 
the Aldine. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aldine (WB) (1,303; 32-42-57)— 
‘Intermezzo’ (UA) (2d wk). Leslie 
Howard, usually a favorite with the 
femmes, is failing to bring them in, 
barely getting poor $7,000 for the 
second turn, after turning in medi- 
ocre $11,800 last week. 

Boyd (WB) (2,350; 32-42-57) 
‘Babes in Arms’ (M-G). Nicest thing 
that’s happened here in a long time. 
Powerful $22,000 and looks good for 
h.o. Last week, ‘Women’ (M-G), vg. 
$15,400 in second week. 

Earle (WB) (2,758; 32-42-57)— 
‘Rio’ (U) with Ted Fio-Rito’s orch. 
Scraping bottom with a dismal $16,- 
000, almost a low mark for the Earle. 
Last week, ‘Dancing Co-Ed’ «(M-G) 
and Phil Spitalny’s all-gal orch, did 


better, being good for $18,- 
500. 
Fox (WB) (2,423;  32-42-57)— 


‘Hollywood Cavalcade’ (20th). With 
film crix sounding the drums, this 
musical is netting nice $18.500 end 
looks good for h.o. Last week, ‘Bali’ 
(Par), poor $11,000. 

Karlton (WB) (1,066; 32-42-57)-— 
‘Bali’ (Par) (2d run). Perking up 
after poor first run and wi!! do about 
$4,800 here. Last week, ‘Old Maid’ 


(WB) (2d run) (2d wk), plenty 
healthy $4,200. 
Palace (WB) (1,100; 26-42)—‘O)d 


Maid’ (WB) (3d run). Bette’s vehi- 
cle still rolling along to a smashing 
$6,300 after five weeks downtown. 
Last week, ‘Name Only’ (RKO), fair 
$4,700 for third-run showing. 


Stanley (WB) (2,916; 32-42-57)-— 
‘Beau Geste’ (Par) (five days, 2d 
wk). Doing fair $10,000 for five 
days of second sesh. “Thunder 
Afloat’ (M-G) opening tomorrow 
(Wed.). Gary Cooper's thriller got 


nice $16,600 in opening sesh. 

Stanton (WB) (1,457: 32-42-57) 
‘Espionage Agent’ (WB). War in- 
terest is building this one up to 
profitable $5,800. Last week, ‘Rains 
Came’ (20th), neat $4,900 for its rec- 
ond run after two weeks at the 
Stanley. 


BALTO BLAH: 
NICE 
$10,000 


Baltimore, Oct. 10. 

Anticipated upswing in biz looked 
for by local exhibs not yet evidenc- 
ing itself. So-so product at hand is 
one possible reason, and reluctance 
of customers to come downtown, ex- 
cept on weekends, another headache. 

‘Honeymoon in Bali’ getting 
some action at the Stanley, and 
‘Blackmail,’ at Century. and ‘Here I 
Am a Stranger,’ at New, sharing 
some slight interest. 

Estimates for This Week 

Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000: 15- 
25-40 —‘Blackmail’ (M-G). Some 
mild attention at $7,000. Last week, 
‘Iron Mask’ (UA), strong $9.200. 


Is 


Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,205: 
15-25-35-40-55-66)—‘Fifth Ave. Girl 
(RKO) and vaude (2d wk). Main- 


taining fairish pace at $10,000 after 
holding own on first round with 
pleasing $13,600. 

Keith’s (Schanberger ) (2.496; 15-25- 
35-40)—‘Shall Have Music’ (UA). 
Opens tomorrow (Wed.) after strong- 
ly ballyhooed revival of ‘All Quiet’ 
(U) to good $5,900. 

New (Mechanic) (1.581: 15-25-35- 
55)—‘Stranger’ (20th). Some day- 
time femme_ response to possible 
$3.500. n. g. Last week. third session 
of ‘Rains Came’ (20th). hrought to- 
tal for run to okay $15.200. a strong 
fiture in this house of limited ce- 
pacity. 

Stanlev (WB) (3,280: 15-25-35-46- 
55)—‘Bali’ (Par). Attrecting trede 
with satisfactory $10,000 indicated 
Last week, ‘Espionage Acent’ (WEB! 
got some fair response at $6,700. 


| 

| | 


*VARIETY’S’ LONDON OFFICE 


8 St. Martin's Place, Tratalgac Square 


Move to Keep British Actors Working 


INTERNATIONAL 


Cable Address: 


VARIETY, LONDON 1 1 


Telephone Temple Bar 5041-5042 


London, Oct. 10. 


British Actors Equity has appointed a committee to devise a means 
of securing the maximum employment for performers. 

Situation is particularly acute at this time because many theatres 
are still closed throughout the country because of the war. 


freland, Sans Blackouts, Big at B.0.; 
London Wants Sunday Matinee, Legit 


+ 


London, Oct. 1. 


It looks almost a certainty that 
England will have legit shows Sun- | 
day afternoons. Without it man- 
agers will not be able to exist, since 
the proceeds of the daily perform- 
ances and the early night perform- 
ances are not profitable and won't 
be until there is a letup on the black- 
outs demanded by the Air Raid Pre- 
cautions. 

In Ireland, where there are no 
blackouts, excellent business is be- 
ing done. In Dublin, ‘White Horse 
Inn,” musical which played on 
Broadway a couple of seasons ago, 
did $10,000 in one week, and fol- 
lowed it up in Cork with $8,000. A 
Dublin management is said to have 
offered Jack Hulbert and Cicely 
Courtneidge $10,000 a week and 
percentage for a minimum six weeks 
run of ‘Under Your Hat,’ in which} 
they’ve starred in the West End. 

Takings in ‘darkest England’ have 
not been so good. John Giel- 
gud, in ‘The Importance of Being 
Earnest,’ played to an average of 
about $1,000 a performance at Gold- 
ers Green Hippodrome. None of 
the others fared so well. At Bris- 
tol, Reginald Foort drew $200 for 
a well advertised single perform- 
ance, At Blackpool, ‘Robert’s Wife,’ 
with Fay Compton and Owen Nares, 
took $115 for the opening perform- 


| 


ance; $285 the second night and $390 | 
the third night. 

Earl St. John, heed of Paramount's 
circuit of picture houses in England, 
states the takings of films in the 
West End, with the 6 o'clock clos- | 
ing, don’t pay the overhead, and un- 
less this is relaxed, it will be im- 
possible to continue. 

Operation of picture theatres is 
beginning to take on some semblance 
of normaley but actual business at 
cinemas is decidedly off despite lift- | 
ing of heavy early restrictions. Where | 
two weeks ago about one-third of | 
the film houses in England were op- | 
erating, it is estimated that 80% or 
more currently are open for busi- 
ness. Remainder are expected to 
reopen as soon as bombproof facil- | 
ities are obtained, since many thea- 
tres are being used for this purpose. 

Niteries are still making a de- 
termined bid to keep open, with) 
opening time having been cut from | 
8:30 p.m. to midnight, instead of 
9:30 to 2 a.m., as previously. Pat- | 
ronage has been surprisingly good, | 


with abandoning of cover charges 
helping. 
Biggest hindrance has been the 


musicians’ union. It had been ex- 
pected to lower the minimum, which 
is $50 per man, and has been asked 
to support niteries in lowering their 
prices by 30% for the next few 


weeks till the situation becomes a! 
little more normal. This it has re- | 
fused. 


St. John, 


Blockade Evaded 


Mexico City, Oct. 10. 

Plenty German-made pix ma- 
terial, from films to cameras, is 
reported arriving in Mexico, de- 
spite the war. 

Those receiving this material 
are wondering how it can be de- 
livered right on the dot consid- 
ering the British blockade. 


SOUNDS LIKE CANADA 
REALLY HAS JITTERS 


St. John, N. B., Oct. 10. 

Exhibitors of the maritime prov- 
inces are going in for air raid insur- 
ance. Being on the Atlantic coast, 
the maritime provinces’ communi- 
ties, particularly those on the sea, 
are adjudged in special hazard from 
submarine and plane raiders. 

Famous Players, Spencer and 
Franklin & Herschorn theatre chains 
ave understood to have insured their 
individual theatres in the Atlantic 
provinces against damage from the 
air. F. P. own and operate one house 
in St. John, two in Moncton, three 
in Halifax, and operate two in Syd- 
ney. F. G. Spencer, of St. John, has 
19 houses in his chain, with links in 
Woodstock, Campbellton, 
Dalhousie, Chatham, Amherst, Truro, 
Windsor, Kentville, Charlottetown. 
Franklin & Herschorn, of St. John, 
own and operate two in St. John, 
two in Halifax, two in Dartmouth 
and one in Yarmouth. 

Film showmen with one and two 
theatres are considering following 
the initiative of the three chains and 
ynutting on the air raid protection. 
Local theory is that the German 
bombers, if and when they make as- 
saults from aloft, will aim at theatre 
buildings, on the premise they can 
flicker out a young army of lives 
with one bomb. 


Looks to Future 


Continued from page lw 


Courville, who’s now in Hollywood, 
is being distributed by UA. Film 
deals with 
vasion of England by Germany and 
doing big biz in Great 
efforts have been 


has been 
Britain although 


made to stop its showing in London. | 


Canadian Socialite Sets 
Legits Shows for Soldiers 


Montreal, Oct. 10. 
Martha Allan, only daughter of the 
Sir Montagu Allans, broadcast over 
CFCF last week to announce the 
organization of a theatrical home 
front. Head of the dominant local 


amateur group, the Montreal Rep- 
ertory Theatre, which has the sup- 
port of the snootier element in the 
West End, Miss Allan has reputedly 
appeared professionally with the 
Duffy Players in San Francisco and 
other legit groups. Understood that 
socially prominent folk eventually 
prevailed upon her to give up com- 
mercial show biz aspirations. 


Assisting Miss Allan in first broad- 
cast on importance of theatrical en- 
terainment in time of war was Paul 
Levien, a White Russian whose fam- 
ily fled Bolshevism after the revo- 
lution. 


Opening the war offensive against 
those who would ‘decorate the city 
with crepe and gloom from a per- 
verted sense of duty’, Miss Allan 
announced that the Montreal Rep- 
ertory Theatre has made plans to 
cooperate with the Red Cross and 
that a Red Cross unit would be open 
to actors, authors and members of 
the MRT. On premise that troops 
want gaiety, the MRT proposes to 
produce comedies for the soldiers. 
Season opens Oct. 17 with Gerald 
Savory’s ‘George and Margaret,’ 
which has played London and New 
York during recent seasons. 


BOXOFFICE 
AUSTRALIA 


Sydney, Sept. 20. 
There’s a mild boom of the enter- 


Paris, Sept. 25. 


The capital’s show biz has re- 
turned to a semblance of its former 
self due to the energetic steps taken 
by the government. 


Hectic changes had been caused 
by mobilization and _ evacuation. 
Actors, directors, producers, techni- 
cians and others responsible with 
entertaining the nation dropped their 
work to rush to the front, paralyz- 
ing the entire industry. Audiences 
melted considerably, as almost half 
the capital’s population evacuated 
into the provinces at the authorities’ 
insistence. Others temporarily for- 
got about the lighter forms of life. 


But now, despite these conditions, 
the government is reorganizing the 
various forms of entertainment. Au- 
thorities are unanimous in declaring 
that entertainment must be main- 
tained. They consider it necessary 
in keeping high the nation’s morale. 

The greatest strides towards nor- 
malcy has been madé by the cinema 
industry. It has already adjusted 
itself to wartime necessities. There 
has been little reaction from legit, 
but this is due mostly to the fact 
that it’s early in the season. A few 
night clubs and danceries have un- 
shuttered, but some difficulty is be- 
ing encountered here due to union 
restrictions. Owners maintain they 
reopened to give musicians and en- 
tertainers employment and insist that 
salaries should vary according to 
house receipts. Confidence is ex- 
pressed in an early compromise. 


Actors and singers in the govern- 
ment’s subventioned theatres are 
busily rehearsing for early reopen- 
ings. The Opera Comique troupe of 
singers has been keeping its vocal 


tainment field in Australia. Now 


that war is an actuality, following so | 


many months of uncertainty, the 
public is seeking relaxation via the 
theatres. 

The Hoyts loop 
trade in all its houses, 
hits include ‘Only Angels 


reports smash 
Current city 
Have 


Wings’ (Col), ‘Captain Fury’ (UA), | and cozy corners have reopened and | #! 


‘Wuthering Heights’ (UA), ‘Clouds | 
Over Europe’ (Col) and ‘A Girl| 
Must Live’ (GB). ‘Jamaica Inn’ 
(Par) is very big for Carroll-Mus- 
grove at the Prince Edward and ‘Mr. 
Chips’ (M-G) is tops for Metro at 
its St. James. 

In legit, Williamson-Tait are head- 


|ing for real coin with ‘Switzerland 


. 
|Ice Show,’ here after a sock run in} 


| Melbourne. 


UA is having a print shipped to | 


the U.S. for exhibition 


there 


possible 


U. S. Slant 


American picture companies have | patrol’ (WB), ‘Only Angels’ (Col), 
reacted to the proposed British quota | «{nion Pacific’ (Par), ‘Little Prin- 
|arrangement, which would suspend | cess’ (20th), ‘If I Were King’ (Par), | 
To counteract the demands of the | provisions for exhibitors while main- | «a }exander 


| Theatres. 
conjecture on the in-| 7 


Dave Martin premiered 
‘A Kiss From Kiki’ at his Minerva, 
Sydney, and expects a good run. 
Vaude-revue is also on the uplift in| 
Sydney and Melbourne for Tivoli | 


N. Z. Biz Boosts | 


Auckland, N. Z., Sept. 20. 


| to the film pickup. 


biz 


chords in trim by filling in on radio 
programs. The Comedie Francaise 


| is awaiting the go signal. It is doubt- 
iful whether 


the Opera and the 
Odeon will reopen for the present. 


Niteries’ Roaring Trade 
Most of the bars, restaurants, cafes 


are doing a roaring trade. The only 


restrictions are to lock up at 11 p.m. | 


and that music should not be heard 
outside. 


Radio has become the govern- 
ment’s most powerful propaganda 


instrument. Most of the day French 
stations are hooked up on a single 


| chain for the news broadcasts given 


in mutiple languages. 

Americans have contributed partly 
Soon after the 
outbreak of war Harold Smith, Will 
Hays’ representative in Europe, went 
to see Commander Chataigneau, 
head of cinema division of the Gen- 
eral Information Service, as unof- 
ficial rep of the American group do- 
in France. He offered the 


| collaboration of Americans here. 


New Zealanders are not letting up 
on entertainment buying. All thea- 
tres are open and report, following 
the exit of cold weather, a general 


| increase in trade. 


B.O. attractions include ‘ Dawn 


Bell’ (20th). ‘Great 


unions, some spets have reduced | taining them for distributors. While | waltz’ (M-G). ‘Stolen Life’ (Par). 
admittedly willing to cooperate and | ‘Calling Dr. Kildare’ (M-G), ‘Citadel’ 


their bands by 50%, while others | 
are just ignoring the union, telling | 
it to do its worst. 


If Neely Passes 


Continued from page 6 


restive at enforced camping in ho- 
tels, 


AFL Opposes Neely 
Continued opposition to the Neely | 
bill is voiced in the annual report of | 
the American Federation of Labor | 
executive council. Unionists fear 
loss of jobs for their dues-payers | 
if the blockbooking ban bill ever 
Sets on the statute oooks. 

In the legislative review, the high 
command remarked that the Senate 
approved the reform proposal in the 
face of protests from all workers’ or- 
Sanizations in the business. 

‘If the bill becomes a law it will 
mean that production schedules of 
the motion picture industry will be 
Cut in half and thus directly affect 
the employment of somc 282,000 per- 
sons who are employed in the pro- 
duction, distribution, and exhibition 
divisions of the industry,” member- 
ship was warned, 

‘According to evidence given be- 


maintain production in Great Britain | (y.G), ‘Idiot's Delight’ (M-G), ‘Nazi 
compliance with the Quota Act, 
distribs fail to see the equality of | Chips’ (M-G). 
‘any setup which would force them 


tu produce certain films but would re- 
move any obligation that exhibitors 
would have to show them in Eng- 
land. They contend that this would 
make them turn out features with no 
assurance of getting their 


tions. 


} 


money | 
back on them under present condi- | 


U. S. companies claim they would | 


require definite playdate commit- 
ments on product completed in Great 
Britain if they are to break even on 


pictures made in England. 


fore the Senate Committee on Inter- 
state Commerce, there are 276 crafts 


thousands of these workers 
will lose continuity of employment 
or be made entirely idle. All unions 
whose members are employed in the 
industry appealed to the Senate to 
defeat the bill and President Green 
wrote a strong letter to the leader 


many 


of the majority in which he pointed , 


ou. the injury that would be done to 
the workers in the industry by creat- 
ir extensive unemployment.’ 


| exhibit 
| month and the first run houses one 


Spy’ (WB), ‘Gunga Din’ (RKO), ‘Mr. 
‘Wuthering Heights’ 
(UA), ‘Midnight’ (Par), ‘Captain 
Fury’ (UA), ‘Rose of Washington | 
Square’ (20th), ‘The Warning’ (BEF), | 
‘Man of Conquest’ (Rep) and ‘When 
Tomorrow Comes’ (U) 


Must Show Mex Fiims 


Mexico City, Oct. 10. 
A boost for Mexican pix has been 
given by the local civic government 
with the regulation that circuits must 
one production a 


|every two months. 
employed in the industry, and that | 


| 6 


| Lives of 


: 
Lives’ Longer Abroad 
Hollywood, Oct. 10. 
Warners is releasing ‘The Private 
Elizabeth and Essex’ as a 
two and one-half hour show in Great 


Britain, Canada, Australia, New, 
' Zealand and India. 
Film ran an hour and 49 minutes 


}at the preview here. 


|of the 


| tate Franco-American 


| operators 


This was followed by a 
American group in Smith’s 
The Yanks drafted a motion 
to aid the French trade 
way possible. The French Syndical 
Chambers also met in Smith’s office 
a few days later. Representing all 
producers, distributors, exhibitor.’ 
and exporters in the country, they 
studied the American's propositions, 
which they accepted. The meeting 
resulted in the formation of an In- 
tersyndical Group, which will facili- 
collaboration 
as advisors to the local in- 


office. 


and act 


| dustry. 


Dr. Pierre Blancheville, 
the French distributors, was named 
president. Paul Ambiehl, head of 
the producers groun, 


|Yvart, prez, of the exhibitors’ syn- 
| dicate, were appointed v.p.s and| 
Alexandre Kamenka, secretary. | 


| Americans in the committee include 


‘Allan Byre, Metro; W. B. Morgan, 
20th-Fox, and David Drion, Para- 
mount. 

The Intersyndical group was 


unanimous in insisting that produc- 
tion should pick up where it left off 
with least possible delay. American 


firms will be encouraged to produce | 


in France while entry of American- 
dubbed pictures will continue to be 


guided by the last official decree, 


which permitted unlimited importa- 
tion. The Americans’ offer to train 
and other’ technicians 
among women and older men was 
warmly accepted. 

This group will act as a liaison be- 


'tween the French and Americans in | 


the cinema di- 
office, which 


the trade here and 
vision at the censor’s 


France Acts to Restore Show Biz: 


Film Industry Nearest Normalcy: 
US. Unit Moves to Aid Production 


meeting | 


in every | 


head of | 


and Edouard | 


_has the final say on all matters sou. 
‘cerning the industry. 


Normalize Exhibs 


The cinema division has already 
taken steps to normalize the exhibi- 
tors’ end. It has prolonged the 
closing time from 8:30 to 10:00 p.m, 
contingent on certain regulations. 
Showcases must limit audiences to 
300 and must have a shelter in the 
basement or within 500 feet of the 
theatre which can accommodate the 
entire audience. 


As soon as operators, electrictans, 
ushers, managers and other help can 
be trained to replace the mobilized 
absentees, houses will reopen. From 
; about a lean dozen which kept func- 
tioning during the early phase of the 
mobilization the number now doing 
business has increased to over 59 
boulevard and neighborhood houses. 

Most of the newsreel houses are 
open and doing a roaring trade In 
this connection, newsreels hence- 
forth will occupy the greater part 
of the programs. This is according 
to the expressed wishes of both 
patrons and the government 

Henceforth, newsreel programs 
will be identical in all houses, with 
companies being asked to cooperate 
by pooling their reels. All news- 
reels, of course, are censored. 

Fifteen pix, representing 80,000,000 
francs (about $1,800,000), still re- 
main to be completed, while a like 
number just crept in under the wire 
and will be released as soon as tha 
technical details can be arrange’. To- 
gether with another 30 or so re- 
leased comparatively recently, the 
French industry, it’s believed, should 
have enough domestic pix to keep 
the trade going until next season. 

Steps are being taken to get a re- 
j|lease for a number of actors and 
|directors from the colors to assure 
|completion of the 15 infinished pics. 
| The military authorities are ponder- 

ing this request and there is every 
reason to believe they will okay the 
jlist. It is said to include 30 actors 
‘and 20 directors. 
| The deal with Gaumont—merging 
ithe Siritzky and Gaumont circuits 
|comprising 125 houses—is being held 
|in abeyance until the situation has 
'clarified. Sammy Siritzky has re- 
| vealed that 50 of the 125 houses of 
ithe two circuits were again func- 
| tioning, 30 of which are first-run 
| Showcases. He added that another 
/ 50 had been requisitioned by the mil- 
itary authorities for army needs. 


US. Picture Shipmeats 


| 


| Jo Aussie Seen Curbed 


By Decrease in Sailings 
| 


Sydney, Oct. 10 

Any easing in the quantity of 
Hollywood production is likely to 
mean the introduction of a single 
feature policy through most of 
Australia, industry leaders here said 
this week. Distributors announce 
that supplies are sufficient currently, 
although transportation § difficulties 
arise which would curtail filrm 


| imports. 
| Any possible shortage, either 
'U. S. or British, would see a 


strenuous effort made to change the 
right given exhibitors in New 
South Wales to reject 25% of Amer- 
ican films. 

Fewer Sailings 

Shipping to Australia has been 
considerably modified because of 
limited sailings by American boats 
American distributors no longer ship 
| in British or other boats because of 
the U-boat threat, using U. S. ships 
entirely. 

Thus, most Yank companies ship 
to the Antipodes once per month in- 
stead of every week or oftener, as in 
the past, when more frequent suail- 
ings were made, including those by 
American and British ships. 


Geodman Back to Japan 


De! Goodman, 20th-Fox’s Far East- 
ern manager, left Monday (9) for 
Hollywood. After a short stopover 
!on the Coast, he sails for Japan. 

Has been at the home office dis- 
cussing the- present problems of his 
territory, future policy, ete. 


| 
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AFLOAT’ 


“BABES 
“NINOTCHKA” 


WHAM! HE’S THROWING ONE 
NATURAL AFTER ANOTHER! 


And Now! Just Previewed! 


Not only has Leo come through 
With another smash hit, but 
It’s a LAUGHING hit! 
You know what that means— 
The folks want to forget 
And here’s the show that’s a 
Tonic for headline headaches! 
~ Sell it BIG with this slogan: 
“KEEP THE WORLD LAUGHING 
They'll howl! They’ll shriek! 
And you start yelling now about MARGARET DUMONT, NAT PENDLETON «Sree 


Play by Irving Brecher «+ Directed by Edward Buzzell 


MARX BROS. “AT THE CIRCUS.” _ A MERVYN LEROY Production + An M-G-M Picture 
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FILM REVIEWS 


Mr. Smith Goes 


To Washington 
Hollywood, Oct. 3. 


oolumbia release of Frank Capra produce 
tion, stars Jean Arthur and James Stewart, 


Directed by Frank Capra. Screenplay by 
Sidne suchman, Story by Lewis K, 
Foster; camera, Joseph Walker; editors, 
Gene Havlick and = Al Clark; montage, 


Slavko Vorkapich; asst. director, Arthur 
lk Previewed at Pantages, Oct. 3, 


time, 126 MINS, 

Senator Joseph Rains |} 
wernor Hopper. Guy Kibbee 
Diz Thomas Mitchell 
Chick Mugene Pallette 
Ma Bon ij 
Senate Majority B. Warner 
Prosident of Senate. .Hlarry Carey 
senator MacPherson. Mitchell 
Senator Monroe, ...+.+- Porter Hall 
Senata Minority Leader......Pierre Watkin 


Noses 
Bill tiviifith... 
Catl Cook. 


{ Billy Watson 

| Delmar Watson 
John Russell 
Harry Watson 
Gary Watson 
Baby Dumpling 


The Hopper 


‘Mr. Smith Goes to Washington’ is 
typically Capra, punchy, human and 
absorbing a drama that combines 
timeliness with current topical in- 
terest and a patriotic flavor blended 
masterfully into the composite whole 
to provide one of the finest and con- 
sistently interesting dramas of the 
season. Picture is a cinch for top 
grosses in the Key runs, with hold- 
overs the rule rather than exception. 
It's meaty and attention arresting 
for the subsequent run houses, and 
topflight 
audiences. 

Capra goes to Washington in un- 
winding the story, and in so doing 
= a graphie picture of just 
the national lawmakers op- 
erate. His one-man campaign 
against crooked polities will catch 
attention in 
smallest hamlets. In unfolding his 
narrative, Capra never attempts to 
expose political 
wide scale within our governmental 
system. He selects one state politi- 
cal machine, and after displaying its 
power and ruthlessness, proceeds to 
tear it to preces, 

Capra focuses attention on Wash- 


ington as the symbol of liberty and | 


democracy of the 
Presentation is in a sincere vein, 
with no direct attempt at a preach- 
ment. But the patriotic appeal is 


there, forcefully, albeit secondary to | 
the main dramatie thread, and will | 
everyone | 


command attention from 
Who witnesses the picture. 
When a western state senator dies, 
political boss 
tates the successor to governor Guy 
Kibbee. The voters object, and boss- 
controlled Kibbee appoints James 
Stewart. organizer 


elubs and hero of the youngsters, 


attitude being that Stewart is harm- | 


less, hence easily controlled by the 
machine. But the junior senator's 
is given added impetus 
2v the wonders of Washington, and 
he the machine with well- 
directed shots at a dam grab spon- 
sored by the boss. Facing sena- 
torial expulsion, Stewart is con- 
fronted with trumped charges and 
forgery before 
mittee. Before he is voted out of 
the body, however, he stages a one- 
man filibuster against the impor- 
tant deficiency bill, and. in the final 
moments, triumphs as a one-man 


crosses 


sponsor of an insurmountable cause. | 


There's tremendous dramatic im- 
pact threaded throughout the pic- 
ture, interwoven with those deft hu- 
man episodes which have become 
familiar with Capra’s direction in 
previous pictures. He keys the mo- 
tivation of his basie premise without 
wasting time, and then carries it 
through vigorously, 

Stewart is a most happy choice 
for the title role, delivering § sin- 
cerity to a difficult part that intro- 
duces him as a self-conscious ideal- 
ist, but a stalwart fighter when 


faced with a battle to overcome the | 


ruthless political machine of his own 


State. Jean Arthur is excellent as 
the wisely cynical senatorial secre- 
tary who knows the political ropes 
of Washington. Unimpressed at first 
with the backwoods ideals of the. 
new senator, she finally falls in love 


with him to be the key figure and 
advisor in the famous filibuster. 
Supporting cast is excellently set 
up to conform with standards set by 
Capra in previous pictures. Claude 


Rains is effective as the senior sen- | 


ator; Arnold grooves neatly into spot 
of the political boss; and Kibbee 
makes a good, boss-controlled weak- 
ling governor. 

Thomas Mitchell and Harry Carey 
command attention for two high- 
light performances in the picture. 
Mitchell is frequently-inebriated 


newspaper reporter and boy friend | 


of Miss Arthur. Pair’s drinking ep- 


isode in a cafe booth is a standout | 


Comedy sequence. Carey is superb 


as the Vice-President and presiding | 


Officer of the Senate. His wise dis- 
cernment of the honesty of the 
young senator during the filibuster. 
and assistance in upsetting the staid 
members of the chamber, is a high- 
light during the climactic episodes. 

Sidney Buchman rounded out a 


Crackerjack script from the original | his 
Picture, | 


story by Lewis R. Foster. 


‘though running 126 minutes, has! Put 


ent running time. 


due to deep cutting will not be ap- 
| parent to audiences generally. Pic- 
torial background shots of Wash- 
ington are excellently utilized, with 
general production of top rating. 
Replica of the Senate chamber pro- 


vides a fine set for the filibustering 
| episode, and is claimed by Colum- 
bia to be an exact 
every respect. 


excellence, with 
demonstrating 
ship, 


sound throughout 


NINOTCHKA 


Hollywood, Oct. 6. 


The few bounces ! 


duplicate in| 
_ Photography by Jo- | 
|seph Walker hits a high standard of 


excellent craftsman- | 


VARIETY 13 


dull spots, and shows that t 
‘apra whittled the foot: ge down! M R 
considerably to get it “within ina ure 


‘Mr. Smith Goes to Washing- 
ton’ (Col). Timely and absorb- 
ing drama presented in_ best 
Capra craftsmanship. Top b.o. 

‘Ninotchka’ (M-G). Garbo in 
comedy role, spotlighted by fine 
and typical Lubitsch direction. 
Big b.o. in keys and subsequents. 

‘The Flying Deuces’ (RKO). 
Unfunny Laurel and Hardy com- 
edy, for secondary duals. 

‘U-Boat 29’ (Col). Timely spy 
and submarine story.  British- 
made, but not controversial. 
| ‘Sabotage (Rep). Drama of an 
unspecified ‘ism’ operating in 
America. For the dualers. 


lease of ‘Taming of the West’ (Col) 
Lubitseh production Stars Greta Garbo; 
features Melvyn Douglas. Ina Claire. pic; Above average western with 
Latbitseh Screenplay by | Bill Elliott heading cast. 

‘harles Brackett, Billy Wilder and Walter | . 

Reisch, based on. original by Melchior | "The Arizona Kid’ (Rep). Bet- 
Lengyel; camera, William Daniels: editor, | ter than average Roy Rogers 


attraction for general | 


the largest cities. and | 


skullduggery on 


United States. | 


Edward Arnold dic- | 


of Boy Ranger | 


the senatorial com- | 


Gene Ruggiero, 


After these many vears of straight 
|; drama, period and costume pictures, 
| Metro presents Garbo in a straight 
comedy that leans towards the 
farcical. It’s a happy choice, aimed 
to increase the star's draw in the 
domestic market. 

It's high calibre entertainment for 
adult audiences, a top attraction for 
the key de luxers, and rates better 
grosses from the subsequent houses 
than has been the case in Garbo’s 
last three pictures. Furthermore, its 
lighter theme doesn’t make it de- 


ket for profit. 
| Selection of Ernst Lubitsch to pilot 
| Garbo in her first light performance 
| in pictures proves a bull’s-eye. Deft 
j}and amusing touches and switches 
are there in goodly numbers, for 
plenty of sparkling entertainment. 
There’s some bright and eyebrow- 
llifting dialog, delivered in typical 
| Lubitsch fashion. 
The punchy and humorous jabs di- 
|rected at the Russian political system 
and representatives are the most 
direct so far presented in an Ameri- 
!ean film. His contrast of bolshevik 
| receptiveness to capitalistic luxuries 
and customs is displaved in farcical 


vein, but there still remains the 
|serious intent of comparisons be- 
{tween the political systems in the 
| background, 


| Story is a_ slight 


| which the director builds his situa- | 
jtions and pours forth witty epi- 
}sodes in the lengthy’ unfolding. 


Three Russian trade representatives 
arrive in Paris to dispose of royal 
jewels ‘legally confiscated.’ Playboy 
Melvyn Douglas takes them in tow 
and proceeds to unbutton them with 
a taste of champagne, intent on cut- 
ting himself in for part of the jewel 


}sale, Tying up the gems in lawsuit 
for former owner, Ina_ Claire, 
Douglas is confronted by special 


/envoy Garbo, who arrives to speed 
the transactions. Douglas gets ro- 
mantic. while Garbo treats love as a 
biological problem, but finally 
under the persistent cam- 
returning to Moscow when 
legal ownership of the jewels is 
established. Unable to get into 
Russia, Douglas finally maneuvers 
the three comrades and Garbo to 
Constantinople on another trade 
mission for satisfactory climax 
The excellent in het 
role. Paris. she’s curt, 
and deadpan. Whether de- 
livering orders to the three 
‘comrades’ or listening to the ro- 
|mantic approaches of Douglas. she 
retains that brusk and matter-of-fact 


softens 


paign, 


light 


star is 
Arriving in 


attitude. But she finally melts, and 
then transforms into a gay and 
frivolous individual who finds the 
leanitalistic system much her 


liking. 

Douglas is a persuasive Don Juan 
He assumes a rather bon vivant alr, 
| characterized previously by the di- 
rector In Nis intimate marital come- 
dies of a decade or more ago. 


Broadly sketched. and providing ele- 
mental comedy of high merit, the 
Russian trade trio of Sig Rumann, 
Felix Bressart and Alexander 


Granach are prominently spotlighted 
for numerous laughs with fat 
tions and lines. Ina Claire, 
| Lugosi and Richard Cerle are ade- 


| quate in supporting spots. ; 

Script Charles Brackett. Billy 
| Wilder and Walter Reisch has been 
‘compactly set up from the original 
Melchior Lengyel. Carrying conti- 
/nental flavor throughout, it provides 
lan excellent foundation for Lubitsch 
to construct his satirical twists and 
amusing situations. 
| William Daniels is of high standard, 
'with production tops from every 
technical department. 


| RKO TICKETS FARROW 
Hollywood, Oct. 19. 
John Farrow was handed a new 
| directional contract at RKO as re- 
sult of his work on ‘Reno.’ 
| Sudio also boosted the budget on 
next picture, ‘Father Damien,’ 
ting it in the ‘A’ class. 


Previewed at Chinese, Oct. | 


Running time, MINS, 

Hotel Manager..... Rolfe Sedan 


pend too much on the foreign mar- | 


framework 


situa- | 
Bela | 


Photography by | 


westerner that'll click in duals. 
‘Mystic Circle Murder’ (Mer). 


Expose of seance fakirs augurs 
| very light business possibilities. 
| ‘The Affair Lafont’ (Cip). Fair 
| French-made pic, starring Cor- 
| rine Luchaire, for the = arty 
houses. 
| 


THE FLYING DEUCES 


Hollywood, Oct. 5. 

RKO release of Boris Morros production, 
Stars Stan Laurel and Oliver Hardy; fea- 
tures Jean Parker, Reginald Gardiner. Di- 
rected by Edward A, Sutherland. Original 
story and screenplay by Ralph Spence, 
| Alfred Schillar, Charles Rogers, Harry 
Langdon; camera, Art Lloyd; special effects, 
Howard Anderson; aerial photography, 
Kimer Dyer; editor, Jack Dennis: 


rector, tobert Stillman. Previewed at 
Pantages, Oct. 5, ‘38% Running time, 67% 
MINS. 

Jean Varker 
Commandant Charles Middleton 
Jatler James Finlayson 


Laurel and Hardy ducked from 
Roach banner to | 


under the Hal 


!ture for Boris Morros who marks a 


asst. di- | 


| make their first outside comedy fea- 


| the individual exhibitor. It can be. 


| sold up to the hilt. 

|} One thing is obvious—that the pro- 

| ducers were treading on eggs due to 
the fact that England was at peace 
at the time of filming. Because of 


| this, there isn’t much in the way of | 


obvious propaganda. Nor is there 
| any effort to build up hatred for the 


| Germans, despite the faet that the | 


| tithe and story revolve around in- 
| sidious submarine warfare. 


Timeliness of the film itself can be 


measured by newspaper headlines of | 
| Friday (6), the day the film officially | 
|} opened at the Globe on Broadway. | 


One story emblazoned a warning 
| from the German Admiralty that an 
American passenger liner may be 


sunk; another yarn detailed the ex- | her. ave 
submarine , been worked out rather effectively. 


| periences of British 


crew whose craft was being bombed. | Dick Curtis is 
a!menace, while 


| These are natural 
| picture of this type. 
Actually, the story is about Ger- 
man spies, with surprise twist via 
British counterspies, who trap Con- 
rad Veidt, commander of the Ger- 


buildups for 


ing of the West’ is an above average 
horse opera. Bill Elliott, on top, is a 
tvpe likely to become quite popular, 
He's more along the line of William 
S. Hart and somewhat of a slugger, 
with punches not always pulled. 


Cattle rustling figures in a come 
munity that is hard-bitten by out- 
lawry, killings, plunder. After a 


| flock of sheriffs are knocked off, El- 
|liott comes into the picture as the 
marshal out to clean house. He does 
so in an effective fashion, but per 
usual hundreds of shots never seem 
to hit their mark. 

Iris Meredith. opposite Elliott. is 
much better in ‘Taming of the West’ 
than in other parts recently handed 
The romantic angles have also 


again sinister 
Dub Taylor, as the 
| jail-keeper, lends good comedy re- 
lief, Char. 


;man U-Boat 29, and foil a plot to THE ARIZONA KID 
| torpedo a flotilla of British destroy- | (WITH SONGS) 
, ers. Valerie Hobson, working for Republic release of Joseph Kane produce 
| England, impersonates a German spy, | tion, Stars Roy Rogers; features George 
| while Sebastain Shaw puts on an act | Hayes. Directed by Kane, Screens 
|as_a disgruntled, drunken British | by Miss Ward: camer. Willie 
naval officer willing to sell out secret | Nobies; editor, Lester (Orlebeck: musical 
| maneuver plans. In this way they | director, Cy Feuer. Reviewed in Projection 
; ensnare Veidt, but at the last min- | Room, N. Y., Sept. 28, (3%. Running time, 
jute he gets hep to the idea and | 6! MINS. 
/escapes on a British freighter, which | 
also happens to be carrying several |taura Sally March 
German seamen prisoners. Veidt | Mcbride Stuart Hamblen 
frees them and captures the ship. | Bess Warren.ccceceees Dorothy Sebastian 
| changes its course and tries to head Marl Dwire 
his U-Boat's rendezvous with | shemon 
| destruction. The sub, however, opens | Melton red Burns 
shiv and sinks —— 
; electing to remain on the bridge ‘ : an : nat 
| while everybody else escapes. Brit- | The Arizona Kid,’ Roy Rogers 


| ish destrovers shatter the sub with 
denth bombs. 

Veidt. Miss Hobson and Shaw 
in the film’s only meatv 
acauit themselves 


roles and 
capitally. 


| 
| 
| 


latest starrer, is one of Republic’s 
better westerns. Rogers, who lilts a 


are tune with an abandon equal to his 
Miss | dexterity with a six-shooter, makes 


Hobson is especially photogenic as | the film a natural dualer for the kids. 


well as being a 
| Athole Stewart. as a cleric. and 
Grant Sutherland. town constable, 
are standouts in minor roles. 
_Production is A-1. as is the diree- 
ition. J the entire 177 


there’s only one defect. This 


a realistic stamp and 


_none too impressive start as a produ- | void of controversial issues. 


|cer, after several years as head of 


Paramount studio’s music depart- 
‘ment. Picture is a hodgepodge of 
‘elemental horseplay and_ slapstick, 


| with an extended chase that culmi- 
| nates in a wild plane ride. ‘The Fly- 
ing Deuces’ will have to be content 
with secondary bookings in the 
lower dual spots, and depend cntirely 
'on the Laurel-Hardy team for any 
draft. 

Comedy is of early Keystone vin- 
tage with squirting water and bumps 
, into walls used extensively to create 
laughs. Overall, it’s pretty dull, but 
may get by with the juve audiences 
for mild attention, 

Laurel and Hardy are Paris sight- 


| seers. latter falling in love with a 
| waitress. She turns him down, and 
pair enlist in the Foreign Legion. 


| Breaking all regulations, they are 
tossed to the laundry, and _ finally 
|rebel and try to desert. Jailed and 
threatened to be shot at sunrise, they 
escape the cell for a wild chase 
around the courtyard finally landing 
in a plane. It’s a dizzy ride until 
the ship cracks up, with Hardy re- 
incarnated as a horse. 

Picture is a series of gags and sit- 
uations strung together for an ex- 
cuse to extend the picture to its 67 
minute running time. Not much 
enthusiasm displayed for the comedy 
attempted, with exception of two 
brief episodes. Hardy sings chorus 
of ‘Shine On Harvest Moon’ while 
Laurel does some light stepping. 
Later, Laurel's utilization of bed 
springs to play a harp solo is a good 
gag that is the picture’s highlight. 

Boris Morros, for his first as an 
independent producer, bought the 
rights to a French picture, “The Two 
Aces.’ but in the remake, dropped 
the picture down to the bottom of 
the deck with the new title. He 
might have had a better piece ol 
| merchandise if he re-shot the orig- 
inal scene for scene, rather than giv- 
ing it a new adaptation. Producti 
factors are up to par for moderate 
budgeter. 


U-BOAT 29 


(BRITISH-MADE) 
rele I 


tive Co \ Sela an 
Shaw, Valet Hobsor by Michael 
Pov so ‘ Rolan Pet 
Camera Bern ne; ) Jtugh 
Siewart At Globe, N. Y., dual ! 
6 Running time, 77 MINS. 
Captain Conrad Veidt 
sebastian Shaw 
School Vu Hobson 
Anne Burnett... June Duprez 
K Hector Matth Athol Siews 
Mrs. Agnes Laughtin 
Rev. John Hart Cyril Raymond 

i} Captain eee. George Surmers 
| Engineer..... H 

| Bob Garant Sutheriana 
Mary Morris 

Commander Dennis.... Kenneth Warrington 
submarine Officer........ Tovin ‘Thatcher 

Although made and finished in 


England before the war, this film is 
as timely and topical as tomorrow's 


That it also includes meri- 


; headlines. 


torious story, production and acting 
give it added values, and its b.o. will 
j be measured by the showmanship of 


It's to producer Irvine 


| of phoney barbarism Scho. 


SABOTAGE 


capable actress. | 


| It’s a Civil War background, made 
|more credible than the usual yarns 
jabout the conflict of emancipation 
because of historically authentic in- 


minutes, | cidents developed to form the crux 
1S alin this story. 

, brocess shot of the British fleet. It | 
looks like a penny posteard photo- 
| graph. Otherwise, evervthing carries | 
is almost de- 


Asher’s 
credit that there’s a complete lack 


| Yarn is built around Missouri’s 
| pledge of allegiance to the north, dis- 
| senters against this avowal of faith 
forming lawless bands, in the guise 
| of Confederate soldiers. There’s the 
| sacrifice angle, where Rogers, as a 
| Confed captain, must order shot his 
close friend, played by David Ker- 
| wyn, for his part with the plunder- 
; ers, led by Stuart Hamblen. All of 
which lend reasonably’ effective 


Republic release of Herman Schlom pro- | touches. 


Auction Directed by 


Lionel 


Harold 
Houser, Alice 
cumera, i Lanning; editor, 
Morgana: musical director , Cy 
Reviewed in Projection 


Screenplay 
schuler; 
William 
Meuer. 


Young. | 
Alt-| paired with Rogers, 


For romance there’s Sally March 
| but her picture 
'debut holds little promise for her 


Room, | future, either as an actress or photo- 


George ‘Gabby’ Hayes, 
| who has teamed with Rogers in other 
| westerners for the comedy relief, ig 


Littlefield | adequate, as usual, in a similar role, 


while other okay verformances are 


Kerrigan | turned in by Dorothy Sebastian, fea- 


| tured player of the silents, Hamblen 


Direction and camera pass muster. 
Rogers’ tunes are traditional plains 


Ont. 6. Running time, 69 MINS. | genically. 
Tommy Gordon Oliver 
Majer Grayson... Charley Grapewin 
Lucien 


Caught in the wave of films that 
has accompanied 


tion, ‘Sabetage’ is another in the 


Darien 


the European situa- | 


series designed to create topical in- | 


terest. Its modest budget will en- 
able it to gain commensurate returns 
on provincial dualers, 

Casting and direction are uniform- 
ly good, though the story is obvious, 
directing its attack on an unspecified 
‘ism’ that attempts to disrupt the 
machinations of an American plane 
factory. Yarn veils the ‘ism,’ since 
the characters in the movement are 


strictly Anglican in mannerisms and 
speech, though the names of a 
couple, like Kruger and _Barsht, 
have a Teutonic inference. Attempt- 


ing to cloud the identity of the story 
in this 
thority. 

Story specifically 1s about the rail- 
roading of an innocent plane me- 
chanic, framed by co-workers in the 
movement, and the subsequent 
sleuthing by his dad, a watchman at 
the factory, to unearth the culprits 
and smash the ring with the aid of 
a group of vets. There’s a phoney 
flag-waver ring to the roundup by 
the vets, shown taking the law into 
their own hands in the 
maintain ‘the American way.’ 

Charles Grapewin, as the boy’s 
father, heads the cast and handles 
role with restraint. Plenty easy 
on the optics is Arleen Whelan, 
showing improvement in acting, as 
the boy's sweetie. Gordon Oliver, 
as the juve, Lucien Littlefield, Paul 
Guilfovle and Joseph Sawyer handle 
lesser roles effectively. 


his 


way tends to lessen its au- | 


capture, to| 


HARVEST 


(FRENCH-MADE) 

French Cinema 1 Marcel Pagnol 
Production, Features Gabriel Gabrio. 
andel, Orane Demazis, Directed by Puen 
Screenplay by Pagnol, based on novel by 


‘lease of 


ean Giono; musk Arthur Honeggers 
eamera, Willy and Roger Ledru: KEneglish 
titles by Charles Jahrblum and Mark 


Brum. At World, N. ¥ week Uct. 2, '39. 


Running time, 77 MINS, 
Panturle, a farmer ; Gabriel Gabrio 
Gaubert, a bla mith | Delmont 
Gedemus, an itinerant knife-grinder 
}rernandel 
The Gendarme, -... Rollan 
Amoureux, a farmer....... Henri Poupon 
Alphonsine, his wife i Odette Roger 


M. Astruc, a aul Dullac 


(In French; with English Titles) 


‘Harvest,’ the picture which the 
N. Y. censors banned and then had 
themselves reversed by the State 
regents, shows traces of where the 


shears were wielded, yet the pruning 
(what little there is) at least cut 
down the running time and quick- 
ened the pace. Nobody will find fault 
as the film stands, including even 
the Hays code crew. 

Production will do only in arty, 
foreign language houses because too 
slow-paced to fit in the dual spots of 
other theatres. Judged artistically, 
it Just misses by lacking sufficient 
popular appeal for widespread circu- 
lation in this country, except as 
noted, 

Jean Giono’s novel is the basis for 
the story which strives to point out 
that the good earth requires atten- 


| tion from man if it is to flourish with 


TAMING OF THE WEST. 


| knife-grinder’s helper, 


Columbia production and release. Fea- 
tures Bill Elliott, Iris Meredith. Directed | 
Norman Deming, Story, Robert Lee 
Johnson; adaptation, Johnson and Charles 


Krances Royal; editor, Otto Meyer; photog- 
raphy, George Meehan. At Central, N. Y.., 
time, 54 


dual, week Oct. 6, "3%. tunning 

MINS. 

Wild Bill Saunders....... es Bill Elliot 
Judge Ethan Allen 


While the story is routine and guns 


bellow, with few hits scored, ‘Tam- 


crops. Scripters have developed a 
natural romance between the plod- 
ding, husky Panturle, and the nai 

Arsule. They 
have attempted to show, as their de- 
votion for each other grows into a 


| happy marriage. that the ambition of 


| the 


indolent farmer is roused until 
he has revived not only the broken- 
down homestead but the whole 
countryside 

The exchange of the clowning 
knife-grinder’s wife to the fireside 
and home of Panturle is” only 
sketchily treated. the relationships 
never being clearly established. This 


possibly was one censorial objection, 
(Continued on page 18) 


| 
| 
| 
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HELD OVER For SECOND SMASH WEEK 


RADIO CITY MUSIC HALL 
SCORING BIGGEST OPENING BUSINESS 
THE SEASON AND HITTING HIGHEST OPENING 
MARK ANY SELZNICK PICTURE EVER 
PLAY THE MUSIC HALL. MORE THAN 100,000 
PEOPLE SAW ITS FIRST FOUR DAYS! 


SELZNICK INTERNATIONAL 


presents 


LESLIE 
HOWARD 


STAR OF “PYGMALION” 


A Love Story 


introducing 


INGRID BERGMAN 


Produced by DAVID O. SELZNICK 
Directed by Gregory Ratoff 
Associate Producer Leslie Howard 


RELEASED THRU UNITED ARTISTS 


t ‘ 
| 
| 
Ctu re | 
Ve, Ta wry I Ov 
Bo One of Will 
| 
| 


E. J. Weiselmann has sold his Em- 
press, Hugo, Colo., to J. Al Fischer. 


distributor in the same areas for the | 
First Division releases. 


its Rex, Bakersfield, and its Cali- | 


Classic, also that city. Has closed the 


fornia, San Bernardino, to newsreel Savoy temporarily. 
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died. Policy will be switched to! hotel, for the penthouse of the Black ceived contract to erect new 1,100. 

r ar OW ota S second run, at 40¢ top. | as the new club’s headquarters. seater in Carbondale, Ill, for W. 

B. H. Lustig, president of Inter-| K. Lee Williams has announced Rodgers Circuit of Cairo, IL. 

coast Amusements, Inc., opened new | acquisition of the Wright theatre and The Rialto, Clarinda, Ia.. owned 

Tower, Santa Rosa. Gimmicks of | building at Gurdon, Ark., from G.)| by Mrs. Alice Pennington, Villisca, 

eatre, XC ange ersonnel Mores . types are tabu in the new| Sterling. Takes possession Nov. 1. Ia. leased to Rialto Theatre Co, 

10USe. | after complete new equipment in- undergoing face-lift. 
C. W. Kelly, Colorado circuit op- | stalled. Albert Crichlow, Alton, IL, plan- 
| erator, bought the Dale, 500-seater,| Ralph Pulliam, manager of Isis, ning new house in Roxana, Il. 

arian in Long Beach, from Cabart. resigned to go to California, suc- The Time, Davenport, remodeling. 

Denver, Oct. 10 the Brosdmoor and By-the-Lake.| of | ceeded by Toby Wilson, former man-| McDonald Bros. Torrington, Wyo. 

p 3 a, ie ager Q festerns alace, | ew eatre in ltcnell, 

| ly manager of the Sequoia, Redwood City, succeeded Tulsa. C. J. Mercer transferred from Neb. 
take over the The Wal by_ George Biederman. | Cameo, West Tulsa, to the Palace; Frank Barnes, Carmi, Ill., prepar- 
at Glenwood Springs, Colo., and will tak eroy theatre, Wallace, Neb., Joe Leo and John Ludwig will|and Gene Hayes named new man- ing to open new 750-seated recently 

odernize both houses, bought from taken over by Francis Cohen, who | . ce tis mplete 
m D h oa Dibra purchased the house f R “| Operate new 825-seat house now/ ager of Cameo, according to an- completed. 
Gibraltar Ouse irom obert | under construction in L. nouncements of W. P. Moran. v-p. Houston has taken over 
31 | manuel Hoffman leased his 700- _ of Southwestern. the Melba, Houston. 

Fox goon hich th the Ute, building in yngmont, Cols. be seat Avalon to Sam Decker, with re- 

‘olo., whic ey are now & ral options for five years is -hines 
and This will 29d two side walls of the original lerating the house continuously or Wee. Get. Columbus, Oct. 10. 
ive Fox two houses there and it PUilding will be used in the theatre | 13 years George Hannon, former op of the — Schines took over the Majestic, 
Sill be the first time in years that “hich is to be opened about Thanks-| “qj Peskay’s Majestic exchange t Grand here, managing house upon | Nelsonville. Former owner, Spence 
piving. Masestic excnange | its reopening by Standard Co., which Steenrod continues as manager for 

two theatres have operated at the | handl rester distrit f 
same time Civic Theatres has made Lou Wil- | Stal ‘da Of renovated the theatre. chain. 
° Ted Z. Halmi, publicity director /!2™S., formerly with Fox, manager — scaiiians West Salem Theatre Co. has re-| Ted Pekras, formerly owner of the 

‘tie ces here, has sectived his of Grandad, Denver. Succeeds —--——— opened the Salem at West Salem. Ritz, planning new 800-seater on the 
for rphet aoa oe on. Charles Beishline, resigned to open " a aces House formerly the Rex. Completely | Hilltop. Preliminary plans call for 
fina ernie a t Hun ed an art shop. More Coast Newsreelers modernized and under operation of extensive property developments in 
zen. ative hes gary. ; | Coppel Amus. Co., now has the San Diego, Oct. 10. Mades Cullmann, M, E. Walker man- | addition to the house. 

Lon T. Fidler, local Monogram) exclusive on Mexican-made films for! This city’s first newerect theatre | ager. ; | John Robertson has taken over the 
manager, reports that deals have «the Denver and Salt Lake areas, | goes into operation tomorrow (Wed.) |, Rock River Theatre Operating Co. | Areade, Georgetown, third house 
been closed with Fox- -West Coast and having taken over the business of when Fox West Coast's Plaza shifts 2&5 taken over the Savoy, Water- added te his circuit in recent weeks. 
Gibralter for Mono product for all ithe Gayton Amus. Co., of Pueblo, | to that policy. Circ it J hye a aut vd town, from Harry Perlewitz and will! Charlie Dixon building 300-seater 
houses. ' Colo. Coppel has also been named | ia ee ee ee operate it in connection with the in Beverly. 


The Capitol, Williamsport, sched- 


uled to open Oct. 15. 


Weiselmann also operates in Pali- New Fox theatre at Laramie, Wyo.. and plans two more, one in Long —— <n 
sades and Limon, Colo. _., ,| 9pened by Fox Intermountain, seat- | Beach and one in Hollywood. Schine’s Shifts Gilbert Adds Nabe 
Bob Garland, southern district ing 942, | ee Rochester , i ae Syracuse, Oct. 10 
manager for Fox, improving slowly ester, N. Oct 19. Expanding his chain to three 
in an effort to life. Shift Seattle, Oct. 10. Avon, closed since June. Complete 
& | Waller Mande L. J. McGinley back as _ local | director of advertising and publicity furbishings and decorations and 
lying in | d branch manager for Universal, re-|for 12 Schine theatres in area. Bob/| first marquee in town completely 
M trose, Colo Miz S ded | Placing C. L. Theuerkauf, who re-| Meagher, assistant, also serves as lighted by florescent tubing are 
facing larceny charges due to the al-|and district taser. for Monse-Rothen, | McGinley has been tield manager for | goes from Riviera to Avon, Waier- Who operates the Riviera an 
jeged theft of $470 worth of script berg chain in Boston. | Bast few months of the. ‘exhibitor- | town, Brighton, opened with a free show 
dave perg chain ir oston. _ | sponsored testimonial’ idea under Harold DeGraw, Corning, becomes which jammed the house. 
away or sold cheaply. | Van Vorst, manager of Reade’s’ W. J. Heineman, western sales man-| manager of Temple, Fairport, and 
Trail theatre, Deertrail, Colo., now St. James, Asbury Park, switched ager. Clayton Cornell named manaver of Kemper’s Unloading 
operating four days a week, having to the Savoy following resignation — Rialto, East Rochester. Wallace - Crestline, O., Oct. 10. 
ty | of Glendon Redden. Malcolm Mar- Forkin shifted from Madison to man-| R. T. Kemper has disposed of his 


added Tuesday and Wednesday 


Okla. City’s Variety Club 


ormer operating days of Saturday | Shall, manager of Par there, goes to zs ager of Dixie, Bob Baker resigning. holdings in Kemper Theatres, Inc., 
od AB oly & y y St. James. while R. Mooney, Lyric Oklahoma City, Oct. 10. Bill Primmer, Playhouse, Canandai- operating the Crest here and the 
New Nyal theatre being built at manager, siicceeds Marshall at_ Par. Closing of the charter rolls and | gua, becomes assistant manager of State and Opera House, in nearby 
Mitchell, Neb., to deplace old house, | Post vacated by Mooney at Lyric | formal dedication of the new Variety Madison under Louis Levitch, Shelby, to devote all his time to the 
will be managed by Robert Spawn,! Will be filled by J. Kennedy, now | Club's headquarters here set for Oct. | Schine’s city manager. Century Theatrical Enterprises, Inc., 
recently resigned as booker at! Manager of Community, N. J. 15 by L. C. Griffith. chief barker, — of Buffalo, an affiliate of Dipson in- 
Gibralter Enterprises to go with | Rio to St. Loo Amus.? terests. 
Harry McDonald. Spawn will also ’ : ioe members had been brought into the St. Louis, Oct. 10. 
handle booking for Rese McDonald WB Takes Back House ‘ club at the meeting last week, bring-| New Rio, North St. Louis nabe. Moore Back at Isis. K. C 
houses, the one at Mitchell, one at Los Angeles, Oct. 0. | ing the charter membership rolls to| nearing completion, owned by River- Kansas City Oct. 10 
Torrington, Wyo., and another at Warners resumed operation of the | approximately 75. |view Theatre Corp., and may _ be- Fox-Widwest reopened the Isis as 
Crawford, Neb. 2.400-seat Wiltern theatre, which, Morris Loewenstein, Horace Falls|come another unit in St. Louis a deluxe nabe, 1,400-seater having 
Al Yohe made manager of pub- had been operated for five years by | and Otto Rhode now negotiating with | Amus. Co. chain. been completely remodeled. Morrill 
licity for the Eddie Ott dance spots, Ben N, Berinstein, who recently! Dan James, manager of the Black! Edgar Stephens, Cairo, Ill, re-! Moore back as manager. 
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STRAND THEATRE 


NEW. YORK WEEKS} 


_ HARTFORD, CONN. OCT. 27TH 


$BURG , OCT. 20TH 


STATE THEATRE 
EARLE THEATRE 


. PHILADELPHIA, NOV. 3RD 


TAKES US BACK ONCE AGAIN TO PLAY 
BEFORE THE THOUSANDS OF THEATRE AUDI- 
ENCES WHO GENEROUSLY RECEIVED US IN 
THE PAST. WE PROMISE THEM A SHOW 
THEY'LL ALWAYS REMEMBER. 
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* LOS ANGELES knows it! 
* CINCINNATI knows it! 


* OMAHA knows it! 
* PHILADELPHIA knows it! 


* HOUSTON knows it! 
* DALLAS knows it! 
* DENVER knows it! 


IS THE MOST SENSATIONAL 
BOXOFFICE ATTRACTION THAT 


EVER HIT THIS INDUSTRY! 


% These are the seven 
openings to date. 
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Tilt for Extras 


Continued from page 5 


including distribution and exhibition, 
is prepared to sacrifice if necessary | 
to meet any crisis. We do not be- 
lieve that a percentage cut of the 
salaries of the talent groups is the 
answer. 


‘your organization is prepared to) 


go fully into the matter and to an- 
nounce its findings and recommenda- 
tions to its members. Until the pro- 
ducers have accepted our offer and 
such investigation is completed, we 
do not feel it is incumbent upon you 
as an individual to be required to) 
make any decision regarding reduc- 
tion of your salary. We would fur- 
ther suggest that if you are called 
by your studio for a discussion of 
this subject, that you take this let- 
ter with you and show it to the 
producer as your answer.’ 
Agents Fix Own Fee 


The Screen Actors Guild has 
agreed to permit the Artists Man- 

agers Guild to fix its own licensing 
fee for members when franchise 
agreement between two groups be- 
comes effective last of this month. 
The SAG will estimate the amount 
necessary to operate the licensing 
setup, and AMG will set its fee to 
raise the sum. General idea under 
consideration calls for a_ sliding 
scale, based on the gross earnings 
of an agency. 

Re-election of prexy Ralph Mor- 
gan and other officers of the SAG 
had to be postponed when only three 
persons showed up for annual elec- 
tion meeting. Two of these were 
wives of members of board of di- 
rectors who were seated on the 
stage. Board finally decided to con- 
duct the election by mail ballot. 

Aubrey Blair, western regional di- 
rector of the American Guild of 
Variety Artists, has advised mem- 
bers and agents that the day of the 
chiseling actor and agent is over. 
He said the working alliance be- 
tween AGVA, the American Federa- 
tion of Musicians and the Interna- 
tional Alliance of Theatrical Stage 
Employes would make it possible to 
remove from the show business any 
performer or agent who refused to 
obey regulations. 

The Los Angeles Chapter of the 
American Federation of Radio Ar- 
tists has agreed to release staff writ- 
ers of KNX to the Radio Writers 
Guild of America. The only pro- 
viso is that the RWG show it repre- 
sents a majority of the scriveners 
and is prepared to negotiate a con- 
tract for them. 

Simultaneously, AFRA announced 
appointment of the following execu- 
tive committee: William Brandt, 
James Eakins, Thomas Freebairn- 
Smith, Edward Arnold, Ted Bliss, 
Georgia Fifield, Fred Shields, Lu- 
cille La Poisg‘2, attorney I. B. Korn- 
blum. 

The Screen Writers Guild has 
scheduled its annual election of of- 
ficers for Nov. 8 The following 
nominating committee has been 
named to draft a slate of candidates: 
David Hertz, chairman; Frank Par- 
tos, Edward Eliscu, Don Hartmann, 
S. K. Lauren, Brian Marlowe, Jane 
Murfin, Paul Jarrico, Ted Paramore, 
Dwight Taylor. 

Flack Pact in Force 


Basic minimum contract between | 
producers and the Screen Publicists 


Guild became effective yesterday 
(Monday). About 85° of member- 
Ship will receive pay tilts ranging 
from $15 to $55 week. Minimum 
Salary for senior flacks is fixed at 


$110 week and $50 for juniors. Con- | 


| 


tract also carries a clause providing | 


for severance pay of one week for | 


each 12 months’ employment up to 
five weeks where flacks are dis- 
charged without cause. Publicity | 
men on location will receive 29% 
above studio scale. 

Producers have agreed to inclusion 


| 


of a wage scale for outside readers | 
In the basic contract with the Screen | 


Readers Guild. Rates for 
readers will be $3 for 100 pages, 
for 200 pages, $7.50 for 300 pages, 
and $1 for each 100 pages. Regular 
readers will receive a minimum of 
$45 a weck, special readers $55. 


| 
outside 
$5 | 


The Screen Set Designers Guild | 


has submitted demands to producers 
calling for boost in pay from $1.70 
hour to $2 and reduction in weekly 
hours from 44 to 40. 

Producers have okayed 10% wage 
tilt for Newsreel Cameramen’s Union. 
Minimum will be raised from $100 
to $110. Action on a proposal to 
reclassify assistants as apprentices 
and hours and working conditions 
has been deferred for several weeks. 
Boost will not apply to lensers now 
receiving more than 10% above the 
scale. 


Monogram and Boots and Saddles | 


are latest producer companies to 


sign Basic 
with the Screen Directors Guild. 


Minimum Agreement 


FILM BOOKING CHART 


(For information of theatre and film exchange bookers VARIETY presents a complete chart of feature releases of 


Rev. 


all the American distributing companies for the current quarterly period. Date of 
reviews as given in Variety and the running time of prints are included.) 
ALL RIGHTS RESERVED 


in Var.—Reviewed in Variety 


COPYRIGHT, 1939, BY VARIETY, 


INC. 


Key to Type Abbreviations 


R. T.—Running Time 


M—Melodrama; C—Comedy; CD—Comedy-Drama; W—Western; D—Drama; Mu—Musjcal 


GROOMS 
‘NEW 
LIST 


Hollywood. Oct. 10. 


WEEK Rev. Checkup on Warners contract list 
OF in TITLE TYPE Co. TALENT R. T. | discloses 10 young stock players 
RELEASE! Var. added during recent months and 
groomed for feature roles. 
8/4/39 8/30 | COAST GUARD D Col R. Scott-R. Bellamy-F. Dee 72 Youngsters are Brenda Marshall, 
‘ 8/16 | MIRACLES FOR SALE cD M-G R. Young-F. Rice-F. Craven 70 Mary Anderson, Julie Stevens 
8/9 NIGHT WORK Cc Par M.Boland-C.Ruggles-J.Mathews 61 Frank Wilcox Nanette Webares. 
7/5 BACHELOR MOTHER C | RKO | G.Rogers-D. Niven ijane Gilbert. Lucille Fairbanks 
7/26 | SHOULD HUSBANDS WORK? CD | Rep | J.Gleas’n-L.Gleas’n-H.Davenport | 71 | Fairbanks, 
| E. MAXWELL’S HOTEL, WOMEN CD 20th | Darnell-J. Ellison-A. Sothern | 81 Marie Wrixon, William Lundigan 
4/9¢ | FOUR FEATHERS UA | J.Clements-J. Duprez 1390 | 2nd Herbert Anderson. 
7/19 | INDIANAPOLIS SPEEDWAY M WB P. O’Brien-A, Sheridan 82 
= 8/2 |_MR. WONG IN CHINATOWN ~~ M | Mono | B. Karloff-G. Withers 7° _|To Examine Both K 
8 1139 |~89 | LADY OF THE TROPICS D | M-G | R.Taylor-H.Lamarr - “91 0 Lxamine alle, 
dia 9/6 GIRL FROM RIO D Mono | Movita-W. Hull-~. Baldwin 63 . 
3/23 | RIDERS OF FRONTI:R W | Mono | Tex Ritter 60 Raphaelson; Divers 
OUR LEADING CITIZEN | Par | B. Burns-S. Hayward-J. Allen 87 
8/1 ‘ Rep Three Mesquiteers-P. Isle 56 0 P § o 
8/16 BAD LANDS Ww RKO R. Beery, | 65 ther icture uits 
9/27 | CHICKEN WAGON FAMILY C 20th | J. Withers-L. Carrillo-M. Weaver 63 
3/16 | WHEN TOMORROW COMES cD U C. Boyer-I. Dunne 90 nti 
6/23 | MAN IN IRON MASK. D | UA | L:Hayw’rd-J.Bennett-w.William | 110 Both Samson Raphaslson, plaintiff, 
9/27 | TORCHY PLAYS DYNAMITE WB_| J. Wyman-A. Jenkins 60 
12.29 | THESE GLAMOUR GIRLS Rrown | reach of contract action, 
8/18/39 | THE OKLAHOMA TERROR W | Mono | J. | must be examined before trial. 
8/2 MAN FROM TEXAS W | Mono | T. Ritter-H. Price-C, B, Wood 69 | Kane, who heads New World Films, 
7/26 | THIS MAN IS NEWS cD Par V. Hobbs-B. Karnes 74 | Ltd. 20th Century-Fox’s English pro- 
7/26 RENEGADE TRAIL Ww Par W. Boyd-R. Hayden-G. Hayes 87 ducing subsidiary, is in England 
89 IN OLD MONTEREY WwW | Rep G. Autry-S. Burnette-G. Hayes 70 | Rapheelson may wait five weeks 
8/9 IN NAME ONLY CD | RKO | C, Lombard-C, Grant-K. Francis | 94 | until he returns, or appoint a com- 
R/2 STANLEY AND LIVINGSTONE D 20th S. Tracy-N. Kelly-R. Greene 190 Teng hit 
7/12 | THEY SHALL HAVE MUSIC D UA | J. Heifetz-J. McCrea-A. Leeds | 
7/19 | EACH DAWN I DIE D | WB | J. Cagney-G. Raft 92 The 
aa” | —a a FIVE LITTLE PEI | , meantime will take place Oct. 17. 
8 25 39 9/6 cD E. Fellows-D. Peterson 55 The writer seeks $25,000 damages 
8/16 Cc G | J.Garland-F. Morgan-B. Lahr 100 y 
IRISH LUCK M Mono F. Darro- *. Purcell-L. Elliott : claiming breach of a 10-week writing 
8/23 THE STARMAKER MU Par B. Crosby- -L.Campbell-N. Sparks 90 } contract entered into in February, 
8/23 | SMUGGLED CARGO D Rep B Mackay-R. Hudson-G.Barbier 62 | 1938, at $2,500 weekly. 
8/16 | QUICK MILLICNS C | 20th | J.Prouty Byington-K. Howell | 61 | Kanc’s defense is that he acted in 
9/6 ANGELS WASH THEIR FACES M WB Dead End Kids 86 | all capacities as an agent for New 
a en 9 27 | EVERYBODY’S HOBBY cD WB | I. Rich-H. O'Neill _56_ | World, and if the plaintiff has any 
9 1/39 a KONGA, WILD HORSE Ww Col Fred Stone-Konga | cause of action, it is against the Fox 
9/6 THE WOMEN C | M-G N.Shearer-J.Crawford-R.Russell | 132) | subsidiary, not himself. 
8/30 | DEATH OF A CHAMPION D Par | L. Overman-R. Paige-V. Dale 67 ; 
8/3 CONSPIRACY D | RKO | A. Lane-L. Hayes-R. Barratt 38 ‘Buccaneer’ Battl 
| 96 | WALL STREET COWBOY W | Rep | R. Rogers-G. Hayes-A. Baldwin | 66 | a ae 
| 9/30 | FLIGHT AT MIDNIGHT D | Rep | P.Regan-J.Parker-Col.R.Turner 69 | Federal Judge Henry W. Goddard 
| 9° ADV’T’RES SHERLOCK HOLMES M 29th B. Rathbone-N. Bruce-I. Lupino &5 j in N. Y. has ordered Paramount, 
8/30 THE UNDERPUP M U G. Jean-R. Cummings-A. Gray 87 | Cecil B. DeMille and Adolph Zukor 
; 8/9 MUTINY ON BLACKHAWK M U R. Arlen-A. Devine 62 to file a bill of particulars to Zelma 
8/2 _THE OLD MAID D | _WB_| B. Davis-M. Hopkins-G. Brent _ 95 B. Tilden, who is suing for an in- 
9 8 39 316 | GOLDEN BOY CD | Col B.Stanwyck-A.Menjou-W.Holden| 98 | Junction and accounting of profits 
fg HENRY GOES ARIZONA CD | M-G | F, Morgan-A. Morriss-H. Hull against Par'’s picture, ‘The Buc- 
8/3 RANGE WAR Ww Par W. Boyd-R. Hayden-B. Moran 65 | cancer 
8/23 CHAN AT TREASURE ISLAND ™M™ 20th S. Toler-C. Romero-P. Moore 72 | Miss Tilden claims the DeMille 
THE FIGHTING GRINGO w RKO G. O’Brien-L. Tovar 59 | film is based on her story, ‘Captain— 
8/23 | FULL CONFESSION D | RKO | V.McLaglen-S.Eilers-B.Fitzger’d 72 | What the Devil.’ 
9/20 TWO BRIGHT BOYS M 4 E. Lowe-W. Barrie 4 
8/16 | DESPERATE TRAILS w J. M. Brown-B. Baker-F. Knight | $200, 000 Theatre Profit Accounting 
_NANCY I DREW & STAIRCASE = _B. Granville-J, Litel —-—- | The appellate division of N. Y. 
915/39 | OUTPOST OF MOUNTIES D | Col C. Starrett-I. Meredith supreme court has upheld a_ su- 
/ 9 27 DANCING CO-ED cD M-G L. Turner-R. Carlson-L. Bowman 80 preme court order, and ordered the 
SKY PATROL M | Mono | J. Trent-M. Stone-M. Reynolds 61 | examination of the books and rec- 
7/26 | BEAU GESTE D | Par | G.Cooper-R. Milland-R. Preston | 114 | o-4; of the RKO White Plains the- 
920 | DAY THE BOOKIES WEPT € | RKO | J. Penner-B. Grable 53 | tre j ti ith a $200,000 
9/13. | THE RAINS CAME cD | 29th | M. Loy-T. Power-G. Brent 
9/3 HAWAIIAN NIGHTS MU | U J. Downs-M. Carlisle-C. Meere 63 suit against the RKO Film Booking 
8/16 | DUST BE MY DESTINY D | WB _| J. Garfield-P. Lane _ 88 and the 
9 22/39 PRISON SURGEON D | Col W. Connolly-I. Meredith 
9/20 | THUNDER AFLOAT D | M-G W. Beery-C. Morris-V. Grey 94 sire with the & & 
9/27 | $1,000 A TOUCHDOWN | Par | J. E. Brown-M. Raye-E. Blore 
3/23 | FIFTH AVENUE GIRL CD | RKO | G.Rogers-W. Connolly-E. Ellison | 82 | Inc., the landlord, claiming a lease 
8/30 | STOP, LOOK AND LOVE } | 20th | J. Rogers-W. Frawley 57 | since 1925 assuring them $40,000 and 
10/4 INTERMEZZO, LOVE STORY CD /| UA L. Howard-I. Bergman 70 | ean yearly rental, plus 50% of the 
10/ RIO cD U B. Rathbone-V. McLaglen | 78 net profits. It is their contention 
NO PLACE TO GO cD WB - Dickson-D. Morgan-F, Stone | | that they are owed the amount sued 
| SCANDAL SHEET D | Col_ | 0. Kruger-O. Munson | prods, 
9 29 39 FAST AND FURIOUS cD M-G A Sothern-F. Tone-V. Grey W1 | fuses | to show its books for an in- 
9/13 HONEYMOON IN BALI Cc Par MacMurray-Carroll-Jones 95 | spection, 
9/27 CALLING ALL MARINES M Rep D. Barry-H. Mack-W. Hymer 65 
10/4 THE ARIZONA KID Ww | Rep R. Regers-G. Hayes-S. March | Lenrose’s Anti-Trust Exam. 
9/27 | HERE IT AM, A STRANGER D 20th R. Greene-R. Dix-B. Joyce 81 Examination before trial of S. Rob- 
| | THE WITNESS VANISHES M U__| D. Durbin-E. Pallette-L. Howard ert Putterman and Benjamin Green, 
8/23 | NURSE EDITH CAVELL D RKO | eee ee 97 officers of the Lenrose Amus. Co., 
| A CHILD IS BORN D | WB | Fitzgerald-J. Lynn took place in 
| _MeCrea-B. Marshall _™4 | offices of Louis Phillips, in N. Y. 
10 6 39 920 | WHAT A LIFE C | Par J. Cooper-B. Field 73 | This is in connection with Lenrose’s 
aoe 9/29 | CRASHING THRU D Mono J. Newill-W. Hull- -M. Stone 2 | $150,000 triple damage anti-trust ac- 
THE KANSAS TERRORS Ww i Rep Three Mesquiteers | /tion against the Motion Picture Pro- 
| EVERYTHING’S ON ICE C | RKO | L. Dare-E. Ellis-V. Vale | 63 ig Poot 
| ducers & Distributors of America, 
| THE ESCAPE D | 20th | K. Richmond-A. Duff Inc. Columbia, Metro, Leew’s, Para 
10/4 | ETERNALLY YOURS €D | L. Young-D. Niven | 
9/13. | HERO FOR A DAY CD | U A. Louise-D. Faran | 65 |mount, United rtis S, niv ersa a 
| PRIDE OF BLUE GRASS CD WB E. Fellows-J.McCallion _ a Bros., RKO Radio and 20th- 
72/14. | FLIGHT TO FAME cD Col C. Farrell-J. Wells 67 
10 13 /39 | 12/18 | MUTINY IN BIG HOUSE D Mono CC. Bickford-B. MacLane 
5/31 | JAMAICA INN M Par C. Laughton-M. O’Hara | 99 be constr ued as a bill of particulars, 
10/4 | THREE SONS D RKO E. Ellis-V. Vale-W. Gargan | 7 Suit charges violation of the She T= 
10/4 HOLLYWOOD CAVALCADE MU 20th A. Faye-D. Ameche-S. Erwin | 99 man-Anti-trust act, in depriving the 
; ON YOUR TOES MU WB Zorina-E. Albert | plaintiff's theatre in Newark of pic- 
9/13 | HOUSEKEEPER’S DAUGHTER Cc UA Bennett-A. Menjou-W. Gargan 80 tures. 
10/20/39 | | THE LITTLE ADVENTURESS CD Col E. Fellows-J. Wells-C, Edwards _Stoneham’s Par Action 
: F LAW OF THE TEXAN Ww Col B. Jones-D. Fay Action of David Stoneham, former 
| AT THE CIRCUS Cc M-G Marx Bros.-K. Baker-F. Rice theatre owner jin Massachusetts, 
TELEVISION SPY D Par W. Henry-J. Barrett-W.CollierSr.| 58 | against Sam Katz and other direc- 
10/11 | THE FLYING DEUCES Cc RKO | S. Laurel-O. Hardy-J. Parker | 63 | tors of Paramount, has been set for 
| SHIPYARD SALLY Cc 20th =| G, Fields-S. Howard | trial Friday (13) in N. Y. Supreme 
| PACK UP YOUR TROUBLES c 20th = J. Withers-Ritz Bros. 'Court. Plaintiff ch that 
| TOWER OF LONDON M | U | B.Rathbone-B. Karloff aintiff charges that mis- 
| SM ASHING MONEY |] RING M WB ‘R. _Reagan- -M. ‘Stevenson | representations were made to him 
- ; when he sold his theatre to Para- 
BEWARE SPOOKS Col J. E. Brown-M. Carlisle 
1 27, 39 | PATSY D M-G V. Weidler-G. Reynolds-R. Owen c 
| OVERLAND MAIL w Mono} Jack Randall 
| DANGER FLIGHT D Mono _ J. Trent-M. Reynolds-M. Stone | 
DISPUTED PASSAGE D | Par | Lamour-Tamiroff-Howard Grapes’ Tour Ends 
ALLEGHANY UPRISING D RKO | J. Wayne-C. Trevor-C. Sanders Hollywood, Oct. 10. 
20,000 MEN A YEAR +3) 20th = R. Scott-P. Foster-M. Lindsay | Otto Brower, director, and a cam- 
| LITTLE ACCIDENT cD U | sCH.. Herbert-B. Sandy-F. Rice era company of 40, checked in at 
| THE ROARING TWENTIES D | WB | J Cagney-H. Bogart-P. Lane 20th-Fox after a 3,000 mile tour, get- 
| _SEEPERS CREEPERS CD Rep Weaver Bros.-R. Rogers ting ~background shots for ‘Grapes 
| 90 11 NINOTCHKA D M-G G. Garbo-M. Douglas-I. Claire | Ath oof Wrath.’ 
11 3 39 MARSHALL OF MESA CITY  W |. RKO | George O’Brien | | ty mented 
QUEEN OF DESTINY D | RKO A. Neagle-A. Walbrook | through California, Texas, New Mex- 
HEAVEN BARBED WIRE FENCE CD | 20th J.Rogers-R.Waiburn-M.Rambeau th 
LEGION OF LOST FLYERS M U | *R. Arlen-A. Nagel-A, Devine | ico, Arizona an ahoma, the 
4 ol hun. 
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' principal problem being the estab- 


Film Reviews 


lishment of law and order in the 
wesf, which would lure settlement 
via covered wagon migration, 

14 and under. Barn. 


HARVEST 


‘Continued from page 13) 
but it is smoothed over partly by the 
English dialog. 

Marcel Pagnol’s production still in- 
clines towards the tedious, just as it 
was in his ‘Heartbeat.’ But he is 
helped by several upstanding per- 
formances and a better sense of pace 
with his own directing. Orane 
Demazis again is his heroine, and in 
the closing passages does have a 
chance to dress up a little and cast 
off the rustic garb. Diminutive 
French actress turns in a good per- 
formance, and her role of Arsule is 
one of her better concepts. Gabriel! 
Gabrio, the farmer, also demon- 
strates he is one of the better French 
screen actors. He makes the trans- 
formation from the ill-kempt, idle 
farmer to the ambitious tiller of soil 
natural and likely. Fernandel, lanky 
French comedian, again has a serio- 
comic character as the talkative, lazy 
knife-grinder. Edouard Delmont 
mekes considerable of a minor part. 
Support has been well chosen. 

Arthur Honegger’s original score 
much. Wear. 


Demon Barber of Fleet St. 
(ENGLISH-MADE) 


production and release, Features 
Eve Lister, Bruce Seton, 
Stello Rho. Directed by 
At Central, N. Y., duai, 
39, Running time, 66 


Select 
Tou Slaughter, 
Ir. J. Williams, 
George King. 
week Sept. 29, 
MINS. 

.Tod Slaughter 


Sweeney 

MACK Bruce Seton 
Siephen J. Williams 
The Johnny Singei 


British-made horror subject that 
will find the pickings none too cer- 
tain in this country, although title 
may prove b.o. in some cases. Pro- 
cucers are coupling this picture with 
another chiller from abroad, ‘Return 
of Frog,’ and selling both of them 
together, with one press book to 
cover, Dual bill is being merchan- 
dised as Europe’s double-thrill hor- 
ror show.’ Tod Slaughter, billed as 
‘the horror man of Europe,’ is the 
estar. He overacts ridiculously. 

The story is basically all right but 
as it's done by the English producer s 
it emerges as ordinary screen ma- 
terial. From the action and dialog 
to the direction by George King the 
picture is stamped by mediocrity. 

Yarn concerns a barber of several 
centuries ago who made it his busi- 
ness to cut throats rather than 
whiskers, carefully selecting custom- 
ers who had money or jewels on 
them. It is also suggested that sev- 


| For the juvs, 
'eral barber bovs also went the way | THE CITY 
of the razor but for what reason Is | 
never clear unless it’s that this | World release of Civic Films, Inc., pros 
added to the macabre pleasures of | duction; by 
: clate producer, enowar Rodakiewied, le 
. +s rection and photography by Willard an 
Slaughter is a sinister enough type Dyke and Ralph 
but the way he overacts creates new [by Pare Lorentz; script, Rodakiewiez; 
highs among Britishers. The girl is | comment, lewis Mumtord, music, Aaron 
> Copland: narrator, Morris Carnovsky; mue- 
Eve Lister whose performance also j 7°) conductor, Max Goberman; editor, 
lacks much. This is also true of | ‘rycodore Laurence At Little Carnegie. 
Bruce Seton, romantic lead opposite ¥., week Sept. 15, Running time, 
Miss Lister. D. J. Williams is a good | 45 MINS 


-haracter as a ship-owner of ques- | 
charac : | “The City,’ originally produced by 


ionable reputation, nother char- | 
a cae. aa ved by Stello Rho, | the American Institute of Planners 
fails to rise above the ordinary. for showing ostensibly only at the 
including photog- | N.Y. Worlds Fair, has been a long 


Technically, 
raphy, film is away below standard. 
Char. 


time getting into other theatres. The 
production which Oscar Serlin, for- 
merly head of eastern talent activity 
| for Paramount, turned out is a most 
gripping documentary film. Picture 
was made possible through a grant 
_ from the Carnegie Foundation, and 
has been playing at a civic exhibit 


Overland With Kit Carson. 


(SERIAL) 


Columbia production and release. Stars 
Pill Kihiett: features Iris Meredith, Richard | at the exposition since a short time 
Fiske, Bobby Click, LeRoy Mason. Di- | after the N.Y. fair opened. 


ted by Sem Nelson and Norman Deming. 


joceph Foland, Mor. |, Original outline is credited to Pare 


poche i. Cox, ‘Ned Bandy; camera, Benjamin | Lorentz, who has been actively en- 
Kline and George Meehan; editor, Richard | gaged in U.S. documentary efforts. 
Kontl end Jerry Thoms, At Colonial, Line | Film rated some major distributor 
coln, with do«l. Running time (per chap- | taking it over for general distribu- 
ter), 20 MINS, 
Kit | tion, While it may be a bit over- 
Iris Meredith | board in running time right now, 
Richard Fiske there are manv spots where pruning 
MECN ‘Travor Burdette Idea of a new, livable city away 
TENNESSEE occccceseceeterecwecs James Craig | from the slums is well sold. Early 
EON Ollie Francis development is leisurelv as with 
Richard Botiller | prelim footage lays the groundwork 
and aliaferro, lio Cambpe ohn | io ower 
Tyrell, Francisco Moran, Hank Bell, Irene big city (lar gely N.Y. here) —_— 
lfernden, Ernie Adams, Stanley Brown, Art | the ideal residential development for 
Mix, Jack Rockwell. all large communities in the metrop- 


olises of tomorrow. Producer has 
driven home his point that this so- 
called ideal city’s residential section 
is as well afforded as the slums of 


Bill Elliott in a lame script west- 
ern filled with Indians, renegades 
and gun runners, ‘somewhere in the 


west. Strictly a batch of simple | today. Narrator claims that the new 
kidology, ‘Overland with Kit Car- | ideal city is here, and it is only a 
son, doesn’t add much to b.o, suc- | question of adapting it, as against 
tion for adults. the squalor of present-day com- 
Rolleall of familiar phizes from | munities, 
the hoss opry school fills the cast. | Besides clear-cut photography that 
Iris Meredith has been Columbia’s | covers every detail with finesse, 
first thought, and almost the only | Aaron Copland’s music, as_ inter- 
one, when a western heroine is de- | preted by Max Goberman, always 
manded. for two seasons, so this is | clearly defines the tempo of the 
no new job for her. Not unlike her, | scene. Direction by Willard Van | 


Dyke and Ralph Steiner, who also did | 
cameraing, 
{attuned for this of vehicle. Wear. 


Mystic Circle Murder 


as far as constant use and ability to 
deliver types needed for outdoorers, | 
are Dick Curtis, LeRoy Mason, Ken- 
neth MacDonald, Hal Taliaferro, 
Hank Bell, Ernie Adams and Jack 
Rockwell. They've been doing the 
same lines so long, the kids yowl 


battle—in each episode, the rene- 
gades having every chance of win- 


Oct. 6, °39. 
Ada Barnard. 


or hiss when they first show on the , Merit penne of Fan hon Rover Broiuce 

lon, Features y oOMmpsan, ober 

screen—sven before their position | Fiske, Mme. Harry Houdini. Directed by 

has been est ablished. Frank O'Connor. Story, O'Connor; adapta- 

The story: The familiar ingredients tion, Charles Céndon and Don Gallaher: 

ee editor, George Halligan; camera ac 

| stand, a scrap fist. gun, or pitched | Greenhalzh, At Central, N. Y., ovat, week 
| 


Pe? time, 69 MIN 
ee . Betty 


New York Theatres 


ning up to the last reel, and the | Great La GUEE.nseness: -Robert Fiske 
Martha Morgan..ceccceoce: Helene Le Berthan | 

" we | Elliot Cole... Arthur Gardner | 
Inspector Burke... Robert Fraza 
= 
t 
FH ‘Mystic Circle Murder’ is an ob- 
| 
E | vious effort to utilize the entertain- | 
==|/ment medium of the screen to drive | 


THERE'S A BETTER SHOW AT THE 


Late Feature 
at 1 a.m. 


“STRAND- 


“WHAT A LIFE”’| FX PERSON 
A Paramount Picture 
Starring DURANTE 


JACKIE COOPER 
BETTY FIELD 


and Band 
PARAMOUNT 


Centinuous from (0 a.m 
Pop. 2rices, 25¢ te | p.m. 


Bway end 45tn ate Show 11:05 p.m. Dail: 


Robert Donat in M-G-M’s 


GOODBYE MR. CHIPS 


with Greer Garson @ 5th MONTH 


RUSS MORGAN 


gazing and communication with the 
departed is phoney. 
message is lent by the appearance of 
Mme. Harry Houdini, widow of the 
magician, who 
the seers during his lifetime. 
chances minor. 

The story, framed to 


B. 
carry forth | 


and the dialog lifeless. Also, 
lines are frequently done very 


ert Fiske, as a fakir; Betty Compson, 


Le Berthan, another sucker for 
racket. Arthur Gardner 
for romance, but there’s 


there. 


san. den Others Fiske are the background 


it seems, 
Other 


in front of which, 
i up headquarters. 


| The acting. 

ed, 
sloppy direction of Frank O'Connor, 
who authored the original. Char. 


The Affair Lafont 


(FRENCH MADE) 


Held Over 
3rd BIG Week ! Broadway Blet Street 


Norma SHEARER Joan CRAWFORD 
Kosalind Russell 
“THE WOMEN” 
A Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Picture 
Coming Seen—Wallace Beery 
in M-G-M's AFLOAT" 


duction. Stars Corinne lLuchaire. 

| by Leonid any, Screenplay, Mans Wil- 
{helm and Gina Kaus, based on novel 
Miss Kaus; camera, ‘Ted Pahle; 
| Wal-Berg; English titles, 


“JAMAICA INN” comer Path 


with CHARLES LAUGHTON 7, °89, Running time, 100 MINS, 


re IV 

ARTISTS at 49th St. |} Michel Lafont..... peeses Raymond Rouleau 
Doors Open 9:20 A.M. MIONITE SHOWS Obert Carter | 

A@UIING@ é a on 


| Gerard 


HELD OVER 


LESLIE HOWARD in | 


"INTERMEZZO" 


Spectacular Stage Productions 


(In French; with English Titles) 
along a French 


|then where will we be? 


is pertinent and smartly | 


| tour 


Strength to the | 


| Moguy 
frequently exposed | 


the propaganda intended, is ordinary | 
the | 
me- | 


chanically by a cast headed by Rob-| Verting film for the arty houses. 


is on hand 
little punch | the French counterpart. 
He plays a newspaperman | 


shots of | frantic 


| the Sphinx and Pyramids in Egypt, | her grip on Michel because she could 

Fiske has | 
produc- 
tion details also suggest carelessness. 
in addition to being stilt- 
is handicapped by the generally 


by 
music, 
Herman 
Oct 


| earlier 
| Without Bars.’ 


-Claude Dauphin 


One day, perhaps, there will come | erine. 
picture totally ob-| 
scured from that old debbil sex, and | ably lacking in Miss Luchaire’s char- 
Had acterization. 
'*The: Affair Lafont’ been. graced wily} Reger Duchesne (a- nifty looker -for ; manner. 


| paring and planning to do so, is al- 
j ready very 


in compari- 
Among 


impressive 
son with previous seasons, 
the filmers are: 

Constance Bennett 

Martha Raye 

Joe E. Brown 

Edmund Lowe 

Wally Vernon 

Dick Powell 

Patricia Ellis 

Chester Morris 

Raymond Walburn 

Claire Trevor 

Bela Lugosi 

John Boles 

Stuart Erwin 

Ann Sheridan 

Charles Butterworth 

Jack Haley and Mary Carlisle unit 

Hugh Herbert 

Ritz Bros. 

Henry Armetta 

Marie Wilson 

Betty Grable-Eddie 
Anderson Unit, 

Dead End Kids 

Freddie Bartholomew 

Marion Martin 


Such an exodus from 
into the variety houses possibly in- 
dicates the effects of the shortage of 
names for vaude appearances, as 
well as the economy wave on the 
Coast. In any event the gainers 
are the pop-priced theatres. 


Of the above list of names, Con- 
stance Bennett is probably getting 
the highest salary. She opens Oct. 
20 at the Palace, Columbus, and then 
goes to the Shubert, Cincinnati, and 
Palace, Cleveland, in that order. All 
are RKO dates and her salary 
ported at $6,500 against a split. Julie 
Stein is in the act as pianist. Wil- 
liam Morris office, which is agenting 
Miss Bennett, is also selling Martha 
Raye-Bob Zurke band unit, Joe FE. 
Brown, John Boles, Wally Vernon 
and submitting Raymond Walburn, 
Patricia Ellis, Bela Lugosi. Stuart 


(‘Rochester’) 


|Erwin, Charles Butterworth and 
Hugh Herbert. 
Claire Trevor is another in the 


| high- -salary brackets, though not yet 


| booked. She's asking $5,000 a week 
for vaude dates. 


Picture Names A-Touring Go 


Hollywood, Oct. 10. | 
Film names in the flesh have | 
achieved recent popularity, but 


whether it is the old public yearning 
for flesh shows, or something else, 
Leo Morrison is not prepared to 
state. Anyway. he is sending out 


| the Dead End Kids on a nation-wide 


and is dickering for other 
| jaunts by picture personalities. 


Dead Enders open in Memphis 


home the argument that all crystal | Fr iday (13) after a week at the Para- 


the excellent direction ‘of 
and the cast headed by Co- 
rinne Luchaire, it might easily have 
slithered into the plutonic abyss 


| which the French are so notoriously 
famed in dramatizing. 


With tongue 
in cheek, however, and a mind hap- 
pily primed for almost anything, ‘Af- 
fair’ can be put down as a mildly di- 

Probably the film's notable 


most 


as one of his disciples, and by Helene | distinction lies in its similarity to Zoe 
the | Akins’ 
| analogy 


‘The Old Maid.’ 
is certainly 


And _ the 
unflattering to 


Adapted from Gina Kaus’ 


Thursday | who runs all over the world trying | “The Sisters Klee,’ ‘Affair’ is typically | 

—- ; to catch up with Fiske and the two | French in its representations of 

Last Times Today Bing Crosby | gals who are being lured to distant|trified love. and almost leering in! 
“Gedy ef the “THE STAR [lands under ludicrous circumstances | approaching the melodramatic. There 
Treples” MAKER through the spell he casts over them. | are the sisters Claire and Catherine, 

sos leis In person | _ Just about as phoney as the mys-|the former just turned 20 and im- 
Del Courtney LOU HOLTZ tic with occult powers played by | pressionable: the other married, 


in the thought she’s losing 


not give him a child. 
When Claire learns she’s to become 


a mother after an affair with a 
scapegrace, she goes to Catherine. 


| Therein resolves Catherine’s adop- 
| tion of the child as her own, her hus- 


|and the husband's subsequent accept- | 
Of 


| tance of the child as their own. 


course, there’s the blackmailing cad 


release of Cipra-Fiime be reckoned with and the rightful | 
Directed | 


mother’s realization that she wants 
| her child back, all of which is shown 


; through a series of flashback events | 


Vaude’s Film Names 


Continued from page 1 


mount, L. A. Their route includes 


| Detroit, Pittsburgh, Cleveland, Phila- 


_delphia and New York. In negotia- 
| tion is a personal tour by Freddie 
Bartholomew, currently working for 
Gene Towne and Graham Baker in 
‘Swiss Family Robinson’ at RKO, 
Loew and Paramount circuits are 
lending a listening ear. 

Meanwhile Music Corp. is sending 
out two more picture-made units, 
following the b.o. returns of the 
Betty Grable-Eddie Anderson outfit. 


} (13) 


Holly wood | 


is re- | 
‘eager to play her before she heads 
| back west. 


novel, | 


ar”? 
|band conveniently eliminated for a| War: 


year on an archaeological expedition, | 


Second unit is the Ritz Bros., sup- 
ported by a variety show, opening 
in San Francisco, Nov. 1, and the 
third consists of Jack Haley, Mary 
Carlisle and a name band. 


Laughton’s Personals 
Charles Laughton hies east Friday 
on a_=personal tour’ with 
‘Jamaica Inn.’ 

Route covers six cities. 


Lupe Velez’ Unit 
Lupe Velez is going on the road 


‘With a tab musical after finishing 


‘The Mexican Spitfire’ for RKO. 

Unit will carry a cast of 18 and a 
Mexican string orch. 

May Extend ‘Oompher’ 
Pittsburgh, Oct. 10. 

Stanley here and a couple of other 
WB deluxers are trying to get the 
Warner studio to extend Ann Sheri- 
dan’s leave from the Coast so she 
can play a few additional weeks of 
personals. Original tour had only 


| Washington and Strand, New York, 
'scheduled and as a result of biz the 


‘oomph’ gal is doing, other spots are 


She's 
Nov. 


slated to begin a new flicker 
1, but since the others trying 


‘to land her are for the most part WB 


houses, studio may push back Miss 
Sheridan's starting date. 
Max Terhune’s Dates 
Charlotte, N. C., Oct. 10. 
T. D. Kemp, Jr., booked Max Ter- 
hune, member of the Three Mes- 
quiteers, western stars, for bookings 
throughout the south, opening at the 
State, Spartanburg, S. C., Oct. 16. 


4 Filmers With Dualer 


Salt Lake City, Oct. 10. 

Four film players will attend open- 
ing Friday (13) of dualers at Utah, 
large downtown house of the Inter- 
mountain Theatres, Inc., chain. Pae 
tricia Morrison, Susan Hayward, J. 
Carroll Naish and Olympe Bradna 
will be with ‘What a Life’ and $1,000 
a Touchdown.’ 


Harry David, general manager of 
Intermountain, handling arrange- 


ments. 


— 


Hollywood, though his acting needs 
schooling), Claude Dauphin and 
Dalio also handle supporting roles 
well. 


Why This War? 


Jewell release of compilation of official 
War film, newsreels, etc, Conipiled ly 
Samuel Cummins At Cameo, N. week 
Oct. 7, ‘39% Running time, MINS, 

A severe indictment of war. in 


which those accused are imperialists, 
war lords, profiteers and others. In 
addition to picturing the events lead- 
ing up to World War I with much 
excellent stuff of actual warfare, the 
present compilation effectively re- 
cords the developments precipitating 
the present war. The boxoffice po- 
tentialities appear good. 

Many of the same scenes from of- 
ficial] war files that went to make up 
‘Forgotten Men,’ also Jewel (Sam 
Cummins), are used again, but with 
different commentary, including 
'some that is British. Some of the 
material spliced into the picture is 
from England, also, while additional 
film going to make up ‘Why This 
has been culled from news- 
reels or specially shot. Pres. Roose- 
| velt’s recent neutrality speech is used 
in part, as are newsreels of the sign- 
| ing of the Mutnich pact, Hitler's 
|; march into Austria, etc. 

The material has been pieced to- 
|}gether in an able manner, with the 
whole continuity from the events 


|leading up to Catherine’s shooting of | leading to the first World War, down 


|Claire when the latter is 
tell the husband that the child is not 
his own. 


Miss Luchaire fails to continue | 
showing the promise that had been | 
/so avowedly proclaimed for her in 
pictures, notably ‘Prison | 
The story should | 
hinge about her, but, paradoxically, 
the sympathy that should be right- | 


about to | 


to the new outbreak abroad, giving 
an interesting, forceful picture of the 
past 25 years. Effort has been made 
'to avoid sides, the intent being more 
to blame all countries for the causes 
_of war, one almost as much as the 
— Included are hunger strikes 

this country, unemployment, 
of milk, burning of wheat, 
|}eic. Riots and trouble in other parts 


‘fully hers in the role is shouldered | of the world are also yielded up by 


more so by Annie Ducaux, as Cath- 
Latter is superb, showing an 
emotional depth that was consider- 


Raymond 


| the newsreel files. 


Russia appears 
to get off the easiest. 

Compilation ends on a strong note 
when a Gold Star mother inveighs 


Rouleau, ! against war in a somewhat dramatic 
. Char. 
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<3,n00,000 


= TO GENERAL FOODS...who put on CBS, in 
- 1938 (and again in 1959). the heaviest 


. sehedule of programs il ever gave to 


TO KATE...who goes on, year after year, 


brilliantly winning millions of new 


friends for herself, her sponsor and CBS. 


one network; heavier, in “38 and ’39, 


than on all other networks combined. 


\ TO THE CBS STATIONS ...who. from the 


| beginning, made of hate a nation- 


wide headliner; who now bring her 


\ 
Eo voice and genius to every corner of 
oe the nation, and most of the world! 


GENERAL FOODS PROGRAM ON CBS THIS FALL 


prooucT; PROGRAM TIME 
GRAPE NUTS Kate Smith Hour Friday, 8 8:99 p-m. 
SANKA We, the People Tue slay, 9-9:30 p.m, 


DIAMOND CRYSTAL SALT 
CALUMET BAKING POWDER Kate Smith Speaks M. thru FE, 12-12:15 p.m. 
SWANS DOWN CAKE FLOUR 


CALUMET BAKING POWDER 


My Son and 

SWANS DOWN CAKE FLOUR J I M. thra F, 2:45-3 p.m, 
LA FRANCE * SATINA Joyce Jordan, ei 
MINUTE TAPIOCA Cirl Interne M. thru 3-3:15 p-m. 
POSTUM Lum and Abner M., W., FE, 7:15-7:30 p.m, 


COLUMBIA BROADCASTING SYSTEM, 485 Madison Arenue, N.Y. 
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KATE SMITH 


In appreciation of the most 


enjoyable period in my 


career—the 9 year associa- 


tion with a truly great artist. 


October 
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CONGRATULATIONS 
ON YOUR 9th YEAR OF BROADCASTING 


AND ... WELCOME FOR YOUR FIRST 


YEARON...... COLUMBIA 
“RECORDS 


and Its Great Listening Audience 


welcome 


KATE 


back for Her 


ITH 


9th consecutive vear 


WCAU 


50,000 Watts ® Philadelphia 


SMITH 


With profound admiration for a 


Bill Robinson 


KATE 


A radio pioneer 
and an American 


institution. 
my great pleasure and privilege to | | great trouper. 


appear. Sincerest 
best wishes, 


JOHNNY 


Heartiest congratulations on the 


start of this ninth year's broad- 


great artist with whom it has been A grand lady anda casting of the nation's top radio 


hour of fine entertainment. 


Neal Barrett 
Station KOMA 


Oklahoma City 
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To Kate Smith and Ted Collins 


Our deep appreciation 


and sincere thanks 


for 


appointing us to negotiate 


the new three-year contract 
tor 
The Kate Smith Hour 
with 
Ceneral Foods 


and 


Young & Rubicam, Inc. 


Bill Stuhler Don Stauffer 


515 Madison Ave. 
New York City 
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Best Wishes to KATE SMITH 


ABBOTT and LOU COSTELLO 


AND MANY THANKS TO 


TED COLLINS, Commander of the Kate Smith Air Squadron, who 


launched us on the air and whose kindly guidance has kept us from doing 


a nose dive. 


P. S—When not listening to us on the Kate Smith Hour, WABC, Fridays 8 
to 9 P.M., come and see us in the "Streets of Paris" at the Broadhurst, 


New York. 


Management: EDWARD SHERMAN Direction; WM. MORRIS AGENCY 
Material by JOHN GRANT 


KATE SMITH TO KATE SMITH 


In appreciation of a fine artist 


A Most Charming and 


Generous Hostess been a privilege to appear. 


and a grand lady with whom it has 


HELEN MENKEN ALLEN DRAKE 


Best Wishes KATE: 


° As always— 
Katherine a gracious lady— 


ED CASHMAN 
CBS HARRY VON ZELL 


Warmest Greetings! KATE SMITH: 


KATE SMITH and TED COLLINS Saluting a great singer's 


"A PAIR OF ACES" great radio achievement. 


GUY LOMBARDO 
ERIK ROLF and His Royal Canadians 


KATE SMITH Dear KATE SMITH: 
CONGRATULATIONS, GOOD NEIGHBOR 


from 


JOHNNY GREEN ORSON WELLES 


and His Philip Morris Orchestra 
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With Deepest Admiration for 


KATE SMIT 


Whose Friendship I Cherish 


BETTY GARDE 


To 
KATE SMITH 


A great artist and a great person, 
with whom | am happy to announce 
my re-engagement for the Fourth 


season. 


TED 
STRAETER 


Best Wishes to the Songbird of the South 


ADELAIDE KLEIN 


To KATE SMITH 


A FINE ARTIST 
A WONDERFUL PERSON 
AND GRAND TO WORK WITH 


REGINA WALLACE 


Congratulations 


to 


KATE 


Many Happy Returns 


NOEL 


“When a Girl Marries” 


WABC, 12:15 p.m. 


TO KATE SMITH 


My Very Best Always 
HENNY YOUNGMAN 


Beverly Hills Country Club 
Newport, Ky. 


Salutations and continued success to 
KATE SMITH. It was a real thrill being 
with you last year with the ‘Aldrich 


Family.” 
TOM SHIRLEY 


Announcing 
“Just Plain Bill’ 
N 
“Doc Barclav’s Daughter” 
BS 


To KATE SMITH 


A SINCERE FRIEND AND 
A GREAT ARTIST 


My Love 
ESTELLE LEVY 


To KATE SMITH 


My Opinion of you has never 
changed... you have always 
been and still are the greatest 
songbird on the airwaves. 


NAT BRUSILOFF 
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BEN BERNIE 


60 E. 54th St. 
New York, N. Y. 


October 8, 1939 


‘Dear Katherine: 


As an old friend and neighbor, I too want to wish you the besta on your 9th Anni- 
versary. By a fo’tunate coincidence we were born under the same star. This is my 9th 


sponsored anniversary, too! Gosh...remember how frightened we were when we first faced 


the mike? 


My grapevine tells me you've been 
bustin’ records everywhere, dear gal, which 


warms the cockles of me ‘eart. I hope you'll 


fo’give me for telling you that the Ole Maestro 
has been doin’ a little record busting himself. 


F’rinstance... 
The Ritz Carlton Roof, Boston 
Lyric Theatre, Indianapolis 
Four or five Universities, and 
15 or 16 one-night stands. 


And speaking of records, Katherine, 
we're cutting some mighty swell ones for Vo- 
calion. S’matter of fact, my new swing kids are 
so hot I‘m thinking of changing my name to 


“Glenn” Bernie! 


We're booked for a third return engage- 
ment at the N. Y. World's Fair, beginning Oct. 
19th... and we've just resumed our Sunday broadcasts for dear old Half ‘n’ Half Smoking 


Tobacco over CBS at 5:30 p.m. with my side-kick Lew Lehr. 


Well... be good, Kate...and remember, I'll be a-listenin’. 


Co‘dially, 


Oh yeah. . .the Music Corporation of America done fixed everything! 
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Attorneys for Tums Allaying Fears 
Of NBC Stations Anent ‘Pot 0 Gold 


NBC has run into some difficulties 
over Tums’ ‘Pot o’ Gold’ show. Three 
of the affiliated stations on the red 
link, which carries the program. 
have cancelled the series, while still 
other outlets have queried network 
officials on the legal status of this 
bank night idea. Some of these 
broadcasters have reportedly found 
the situation embarrassing to them 
at home. They have in the past 
turned down local and national spot 


Pot o’ Gold Gag 


Listener with a wealth of op- 
timism wrote and notified NBC 
last week of a change of his 
home address in Des Moines and 
a shift in telephone numbers. 

Wanted to be certain he 
wouldn’t miss the $1,000 passed 
out by Horace Heidt's ‘Pot of 
Gold’ program to tele subscrib- 


accounts that wanted to back similar 
wheel-of-chance stunts and now 
such accounts want to know how 
come they’ve made an exception in 
the case of the network article. 

NBC is confident that the objec- 
tions advanced will in due time be 
withdrawn and all the stations or- 
dered by Tums will clear the show. 
Attorneys for the Lewis-Howe Co., 
makers of Tums, are making the 
rounds of the cancelling and inquir- 
ing stations to explain how this par- 
ticular bank night comes within the 
Jaw and why they don’t have to) 
worry about any legal or community 
kickbacks. 


Many Versions 
On Artie Shaw 
Old Gold Exit 


Artie Shaw got himself reams of 
newspaper publicity last week by 
walking from the Old Gold show 
(NBC). The press coupled the in- 
cident with the circumstance that 
the commercial had received consid- 
erable mail from jitterbugs criticis- 
ing Shaw for characterizing them in 
newspaper interviews as morons. 
The agency on the account, Lennen 
& Mitchell, had the week before ad- 
vised Shaw through his booking rep 
that it was concerned about these 
complaints. Following Shaw’s exit, 
Lennie Hayton was engaged to ma- 
estro a freelance combination for the 
program which stars Bob Benchley. 

Shaw, who is scheduled to open 
an extended engagement at the 
Pennsylvania hotel, N. Y., Oct. 18, 
decided last Tuesday (3) to take a 
couple weeks off from the program 
immediately. He wanted to spend the 
layoff at Palm Springs. The agency 
said that the idea was out, and Shaw 
retorted that he was going anyway. 
Then came agency’s ultimatum. His 
contract with Old Gold has six 
weeks to go, and the agency said | 
that it would have to be six weeks 
or nothing. Shaw elected to give 
the account a release. 

After Shaw left town his press 
agent on Friday (6) sent out a 
lengthy wire in which the program 
was described as not being a proper 
showcase for Shaw’s particular spe- 
cialty and that Shaw would have 
had to quit anyway in six weeks be- 
cause the show’s new time, Satur- 
day, 9-9:30 p.m., plus a midnight re- 
broadcast, couldn’t go well with the 
hotel stand. Later came another 
telegram retracting the statements in 
the previous wire, and stating that 


| 


ers. 


REACTION TO NEW 
NETWORK LISTINGS 


Winnipeg, Oct. 10. 

Canadian radio editors withstood a 
double onslaught of new program 
schedules this week with the intro- 
duction of new listings by NBC and 
the Canadian Broadcasting Corp., 
both of which differed greatly in 
style. Reaction to the new NBC job 
is favorable, according to available 
reports, although eds feel former 
idea of including station listings with 
program title listing was superior to 
present idea of separating two list- 
ings. They are strongly in favor of 
the reduced format, however, and 
seem to agree that is an improve- 
ment over the former full page size 
skeds. 

While admitting the new Canadian 
sked is an improvement. over the 
former effort, which often showed 
inaccurate listings, they admit, with 
the CBC, that there are still plenty 
of bumps to be ironed out and are 
readily offering suggestions. CBC 
at present does not indicate in skeds 


WINS WITHOUT TRYING 


Burt Blackwell Urged to Go West 
By Jesse Lasky 


Louisville, Oct. 10. 

Burt Blackwell, WAVE announcer, 
found himself in one of those but-I- 
wasn’'t-playing situations while au- 
ditions were conducted here recently 
for Wrigley’s ‘Gateway to Holly- 
wood’ series (CBS), but he’s taking 
Jesse Lasky’s tip anyway and leaves 
for the film colony in a couple of 
weeks. Blackwell got into the con- 
test only because a male lead was 
required to read a script opposite 
four girl aspirants. Lasky was 50 
impressed with the announcer’s act- 
ing ability that he offered him a 
trip to Hollywood by plane, and $25 
a week for four weeks for incidental 
expenses. 

Blackwell took a few days to think 
over the proposition. He's obtained 
a leave of absence from the station. 
Lasky told him that though he had 
no chance to win the ‘Gateway’ lead 
he showed possibilities for character 
work in films. 


KWK LOOPS 
STATIONS 


St. Louis, Oct. 10. 

A four-station web, incorporated 
as the Illinois-Missouri Broadcasting 
System, with KWK as the originat- 
ing station, started operation Mon- 
day (9). Outlets included on the 
new setup are KWOS, Jefferson 
City, Mo.; WTAX, Springfield, IIL, 
and WJBL, Decatur, Ill. 

Establishment of this hook-up 
stems from experience gained since 
KWK started feeding sustainers and 
its Hyde Park Breweries sponsored 
sports programs to KWOS in July, 


whether program has been changed 
from previous week, this one matter 
causing burns among radio eds as it | 
means checking the whole listing | 
from start to finish. One headache | 
relieved is the habit of the old CBC | 
sked to list all programs whether 
national regional or split network. 
New one introduces an entirely new 
angle in that it is issued regionally 
only, with no national to worry the 
boys any longer. This means mul- 
tiple skeds instead of one single. 
New job is mimeographed rather 
than printed, as previously. CBC 
officials admit new stunt, while pos- 
sibly an improvement, is causing 
plenty of inter-departmental worries. 
At present, however, they hope to 
have these ironed out before long. 


WOR Corp. Re-Tagged 


Albany, N. Y., Oct. 10. 
Radio Quality Group Service, Inc., 
has changed its name to WOR Pro- 
gram Service, Inc. Papers to this 


retary of state. 
Principal office of the corporation 
is given as New York City. 


Theodore C. Streibert, WOR gen- 
eral manager, explaired yesterday 
(Tuesday) that the Radio Quality 
Group has been in a quiescent state 
for years and that the change was 
made so that the name would con- 
form more to the actual operations 
of the company. 


1938. Local and national advertisers 
displayed considerable interest in 
the KWOS hookup with the final re- 
sult that Springfield and Decatur 
were added. Base rate of the new 
combo is $165 per Class A quarter- 
hour. 

Springfield and Decatur listeners 
are in a ‘no man’s land’ as far as 
full-time effective coverage by ‘pow- 
er’ stations in Chicago and St. Louis 
are concerned. 

Ten KWK sustaining programs are 
being fed to the three stations regu- 
larly under the initial program 
schedule. 


Jack Dolph With Y. & R 


Hollywood, Oct. 10. 

Jack Dolph, who recently resigned 
as aide to Donald Thornburgh, Coast 
head for CBS, moves east this week 
to take a berth with Young & Rubi- 
cam. His new post has nothing to 
do with radio. 

Before joining Columbia on the 


| Coast, Dolph was radio producer for 


effect have been filed with the SeC- in w. Ayer 


KYSER ORDERED TO N.Y. 
Hollywood, Oct. 10. 

Kay Kyser has been ordered by 
/his sponsor to return east for his 
| Luckies broadcasts first week in No- 
| vember. He is expected to finish his 
RKO picture, ‘That's Right You’re 
Wrong,’ late this month. 

Bandman due back later for an- 
other film now under consideration. 


| FOOd and Drug Enforcement Officers 


that the client had agreed to re- 
lease him from his obligation. 


That Man Heard From 


Cincinnati, Oct. 10. 

Capt. Billy Bryant, assassin of the 
classics, becomes a refugee from his 
Ohio River showboat Oct. 14 when | 
he is slated to start a series of, 
weekly programs on WLW. It will 
be a Saturday midnight spot. 

Opening meller will be ‘His Dead 
Sister’s Secret.’ 


Carl Stanton to N. Y. 


Carl Stanton, who has been pro- 
ducing the Bob Hope-Pepsodent| 
show with Tom McAvity in Holly- 
wood, arrived 
Monday (9) to become the radio con- 
tact on the Lucky Strike account, 
He succeeds George McGarrett, who 
resigned a couple weeks ago. 

The job on contact on publication 
advertising is still open. Latter as- 
signment was formerly filled by 
Emerson Foote, the new account 
exec on Lucky Strike. 


in New 


Hear Radio Advertising Criticized 


Hartford, Oct. 10. 
Radio advertising should be regu- 
lated and kept under the close scru- 
tiny of food and drug officials dele- 


gates to the 43rd annual conference 
of the Association of Food and Drug 
Officials of the United States, were 
told during their four-day conven- 
tion at the Hotel Bond here last 
week. Delegates were told that radio 
advertising should be put on the 
same basis as is newspaper and 
magazine advertising. 

Chief of the California Bureau of 
Food and Drug Inspection and prexy 
of the organization, Milton P. Duffy, 
told the assemblage that with the 
adoption of new legislation, adminis- 
trators of food and drug laws were 
being presented with a radio prob- 
lem heretofore undreamed of. 

Said Mr. Duffy, ‘The extravagant 
advertising claims made by manu- 
facturers and producers cannot be 


overlooked without serious thought. 
The detrimental effect to radio of the 
| broadcasting of misleading informa- 
tion in direct violation of the Food, 
Drug and Cosmetic Act must be con- 
sidered.’ 

Dr. George R. Cowgill, of Yale 
University School of Medicine, dis- 
cussing ‘Food and Drug Law Prob- 
lems As Viewed by the Student of 
Nutrition,’ said that the general im- 
pression given in radio advertising is 
usually erroneous. If the claims of 
radio advertisements were included 
in written advertisements or on la- 
bels, he said, they would be imme- 
diately considered a violation of 
laws. 

‘Statements over the radio it seems 
have thus far escaped regulation,’ he 
said. Cowgill suggested that radio 


advertising be regulated much in 
the same measure and be given the 
legal status of newspaper or maga- 
zine advertising, 


Calendar of a Career 


to sum up the facts. 


studied to become a trained nurse. 
the profession in 1926, 


1929—In ‘Hit the Deck.’ 
1930—In ‘Flying High.’ 


more and more found distasteful. 


on the very first broadcast. 


(ater 60). 


team. 


singer played 30 cities. 


parties. 
entertainer into a personage. 


What happened is radio history. 


NELSON EDDY 
MENTIONED 


Hollywood, Oct. 10. 

Nelson Eddy has obtained his re- 
lease from the Chase & Sanborn 
Coffee program as of Nov. 5. The 
singer asked that it be given him, 
explaining it was bound to prove too 
much this winter when added to his 
concert dates, motion picture work 
and recording obligations. He joined 
the stanza August, 1937. 

It is understood that Rudy Vallee 
has been approached about emceeing 
the show during Don Ameche’s eight 
week vacation, which starts this 
Sunday (15). 


Recount Favors Short 


St. Louis, Oct. 10. 
Wayne Short, gabber at KSD, last 


St. Louis Chapter of American Fed- 


eration of Radio Artists in a run-off 
election recently ordered by the na- 
tional execs, after irregularities were 
charged in a recent contest that re- 
sulted in the selection of Harry 
Flannery, KMOX news commentator 
as head of the organization. The 
faction which supported Short in the 
previous balloting claimed that ab- 
sentee votes were tossed aside and 
that the constitution of AFRA was 
violated when nominations were 
made from the floor instead of by 
petition. 


off are Adelaide Tarrant, free lance 
actress, v.p.; Herb McCready, chief 
sports gabber at WEW, 2nd v.p.; 
Nellie Booth, former stock actress 
and now free lancing, treasurer, and 
Herman Waldman, free lance actor, 
recording secretary. 

Don Phillips, gabber at KMOX, re- 
tiring prez of the chapter, will in- 
stall the new officers at a dinner 
meeting soon. 


HORMEL’S SPREAD 


Hollywood, Oct. 10. 
Two more broadcasts have been 
added to the weekly schedule of ‘It 
Happened in Hollywood’ by Hormel. 
John Conte and Martha Mears are 
featured. 
Program now goes five times a 


week over the Columbia chain. 


Other officers chosen in the run- | 


In this issue of Variety, Kate Smith’s return to the air for her ninth 
season, as stellar singer and commentator, has been made the occasion of a 
special section. Now legitimately a national figure and a household name, 
in the unique and amazing sense possible only through radio, it’s timely 


Kate Smith of Washington, D. C., sang in vaudeville as a kid (11 years 
old), but quit because her dad didn’t like the show biz too much, She 


Eddie Dowling brought her back to 


Events then followed in this order: 
1926—Hit Broacway in musical comedy, ‘Honeymoon Lane.’ 


1930—Heartsick and unhappy, loathing the slapstick comedy roles as- 
signed her in musicals, the continuous exploitation of her size, the 
singer wanted to quit show business altogether. 
then an executive of the Columbia Phonograph Co., who encouraged her 
to concentrate on her voice and get away from’ the horseplay that she 


It was Ted Collins, 


1931—In January, 1931 Kate Smith began on NBC, but three weeks 
later Collins switched her to the then also-ran CBS. 
years the singer and the network have both made the top tier, 
theme song, ‘When the Moon Comes Over the Mountain’, was introduced 
It clicked, so did the singer, and before the 
year was out La Palina cigars became her first sponsor over 28 stations 


In the succeeding 
Her 


1932—The Kated Corp., formed by Kate Smith and Ted Collins, had 
offices with secretaries to read the fan mail. 
be all sorts of side-issues, including a sponsored professional basketball 


Thereafter there were to 


1933—In an eight months’ vaudeville tour, with a ‘Swanee Revue,’ 


1934—-Miss Smith was appointed Chairman for the NRA for stage, 
radio and screen by President Roosevelt and added 40 people to her own 
payroll for this work. Meantime, CBS had her spotted sustaining mid- 
afternoon to class up the daytime schedule, then not too spiffy. 
Motor sponsored her on 2 stations. 

1935—-Next sponsor was Atlantic & Pacific Tea. She was hired to sell 
coffee. Sales went up 1,000,000 pounds a year. 
son Square Garden and in other huge auditoriums for A. & P. company 
This was a spectacular phase of her career. 
put over a ‘command performance’ feature. All the while her personal 
appearances at hospitals, for charity generally, and in identification with 
civic projects, was gradually altering her place in radio from a mere 


Hudson 


She appeared at Madi- 


Meantime, she had 


1937—General Foods assumed sponsorship of the singer and then began 
the uphill fight to break the domination of the Thursday night 8-9 p.m. 
spot which Rudy Vallee’s show for Standard Brands had long held. 


1938—General Foods launched singer as a rambling commentator at 
noon-time and thereby all the extra-curricular activities bore fruit— 
the performer became the chatty visitor into American homes, 
the year her autobiography was published. 

1939—Now on Friday night, with her revue sponsored by Grape-Nuts, 
and the noon-time sessions with Ted Collins, sponsored by Swansdown, 
the ink is still wet on a straightway three-year pact with the food 


During 


tween the national office 
week was elected president of the | . 


Picket WPEN 


As Stations 
Orc Dismissed 


Philadelphia, Oct. 10. 

Local 77, American Federation of 
Musicians, threw a_ picket line 
around the studios and transmitting 
plant of WPEN early Sunday morn- 
ing (8) after the union charged the 
station ‘locked out’ its house band. 
Members of the 13-man crew, led by 
Joseph Fransoza, received notices 
when they finished playing Saturday 
night that ‘their services were no 
longer required.’ 

Frank P. Liuzzi, president of the 
local, declared the action was a vi0o- 
lation of a blanket agreement be- 
of AFM 
and the National Association of 
Broadcasters of which WPEN is a 
member. Although there was no in- 
dividual contract between the sta- 
tion and the local, Luizzi pointed out 
that the national agreement was 
binding and had seven months to 
run, 

Arthur G. Simon, general manager 
of WPEN, declined comment on the 
move, but other officials said the 
band was dropped as an ‘economy 
measure.’ 

Under the NAB-AFM contract 
WPEN had agreed to spend $30,000 
a year for ‘live’ music, Liuzzi said. 
‘This was $10,000 less than the sta- 
tion spent the year before, and yet 
we agreed to it,’ Liuzzi declared. 

Broadcasting by WPEN was halted 
at 7 a.m. Tuesday when technical 
employees and announcers refused 
to cross a picket line established by 
the musicians’ union. 

Members of Broadcast Local 38, 
American Communications Assn., 
voted to back up the musicians in 
their stand. Management of station 
charged ACA with a breach of con- 
tract. 

This is the first time a strike has 
closed up a radio station here. 


WFAA, Dallas has expanded its 
staff orchestra by five men. They 
are Ed Hagen, drums: Leslie Lester, 
trombone; Jimmy Sims, trumpet: 
Dick Rinehart, guitar and sieel gui- 
tar, and Bert Dodson, bass. 


| | | ee | 
| 
| 
| | 
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| | 
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CURIOUS ABOUT 


METERS 
200 


Field Tests Going On in Mid- 
west — Machine Supposed 
to Show Scientifically at 
What Minute Audience 
Gets Bored 


C.A.B. ANGLES 


Described by informed persons as 
‘nearer to practical introduction but 
unlikely to emerge from the ex- 
perimental stage for some time,’ the 
A. C. Neilsen system of checking 
program popularity ratings by meters 
attached to radio sets is doing field 
work at present (200 reported in- 
stallations) in Illinois, Indiana, Wis- 
consin and Ohio. The Audimeter 


Survey technique must be checked 
and re-checked for all the challenges 
it must be able to meet. 
sponsors are proceeding carefully. 
Meantime, large users of radio ad- 
vertising are increasingly curious as 
fragmentary reports reach 
irom the midwest. The success 
the Neilsen organization, 
believed to do around $3,000,000 
gtoss business annually in statistical 
checks of food and drug inventories | 
and other related services, assures 
respectful attention to what they are | 
attempting in the realm of radio. 
There are several prospective, or 
hoped-for, contributions of the Neil- 
sen Audimeter 


Hence its | 


STEPS TOWARD CENSORSHIP 


In ordinary courts of law there is the tradi- 
tional presumption of innocence which pro- 
tects fundamental rights of defendants. Ordi- 
narily fact-finding bodies are eager for infor- 
mation which will be of value in framing poli- 
cies and determining courses of action. 


For a long time the broadcasting industry 
has considered the FCC as either a judicial 


body, operating under traditional standards of 
conduct, or a legislative and administrative 


agency seeking evidence and opinions which 
would prove helpful in carrying out the man- 
date of Congress to protect the public inte-est 
and bring about the most valuable uses of the 
ether, 

Recent events demonstrate that the industry 
has been wholly wrong in both concepts. lor 
the FCC, as time goes on, reveals itself to be 
more and more an arbitrary institution, mak- 
ing up its own rules as it goes along, believing 
it is specially enjoined to carry on some sort 
of crusade, distrusting the motives and ques- 
tioning the sincerity of individuals who appear 
before it. 


Any doubt that the FCC intends to continue 
along this path, cracking the knuckles of any- 


one so brazen as to question its authority or 


| 


which is | few 


Index, as it will be} 


called, that present survey methods | 


do not provide. 
others: 

1, The record of actual listening 
as etched upon a scientifically con- 
trolled tape gives a minute-by- 
minute chart of the response of the 
public to what’s happening on a 
program. It presumably 


These are, 


among 


rules, 


permits | 


correlating a rise or fall in audience | 
attention to the talent or copy then | 


in progress, and would also 
sumably indicate the crowd-attract- 
ing, or vice-versa, affect of neighbor- 
ing or competing radio entertain- 
ments. 

2. Through the installation of the 
audimeters in homes and _ periodic 
ehecks of the pantry shelves, the 
actual sales impact upon the fam- 
ilies can presumably be charted. 

The claim is made by enthusiasts 
(not with Neilsen) that two audi- 
meters in continuous operation on 


pre- | 


working home receivers would in a! 


year’s time have the statistical 


equivalent value of 1,000,000 coinci- | 


dental telephone calls. 
seemingly based on a call-a-minute 
On an 18-hour listening day, 365 — 
a year, rather than a call per I 
minute program, 


000-odd calls when so reckoned. 
Guarded Secret 


This 


15- | Oct. 


which would pro- | & 
duce a statistical equivalent of 40,- devoting any 


| 


What the Neilsen Radio Index has | 


found out so far is a guarded secret 
in the Chicago headquarters of the 
organization, but some non-contro- 
versial hints have recently been dis- 
closed. One glimpse is that people 


do not lazily allow their sets to stay | 


tuned to one station indefinitely, but 


repeatedly turn the dials. A 56‘ 
activity every 15 minutes is dis- 
cerned. This bears out the previous 


findings, from a different statistical 
base, of the Cooperative Analysis of 
Broadcasting, now 10 years old and 
generally 


port it on a cost basis (Neilsen is a 
profit organization, of -course), 
C.A.B. Camp’s Angle 
Sponsor circles close to C.A.B. 
make several comments in connec- 
tions with ‘any possible threat of 


the ils ‘estige | 
Neilsen Index to the pres it 


| sponsor 


ovr effectiveness of C.A.B.’ They 


point out: 


That’s it’s still all pretty vague. | 


2. That the Neilsen Radio Index 
is not essentially a radio program 
popularity survey, but one part of a 
general scheme to contrast the ef- 
fectiveness of all forms of adver-| 
tising by checking newspaper, mag- 
azine and radio stimuli 


rated the accepted au-| 
thority of the advertisers, who sup- | 


upon‘ and there have been others). 


judgment, has been removed during the past 
months by two distinct incidents which 
might cause broadcasters to hope—not fear— 
that Congress soon will take a hand, that the 
vague, contradictory, inconsistent 1934 Com- 
munications Act soon will be entirely re- 
written, 

The accounts of first-hand observers at last 
week's trial of WMCA, and the hearing three 
months earlier on the proposed international 
all agree on this point. Without debat- 
ing the possibility that WMCA violated the 
law by disclosing a secret message and with- 
out weighing the merits of the requirement 
that international stations should reflect Amer- 
ican culture and promote good will, it is perti- 
nent to point out that the atmosphere at both 
proceedings was wholly out of harmony with 
democratic ideals and traditional American 
concepts of government. 

When members of a quasi-judicial body so 
far forget their obligation to be impartial and 
objective as to quibble with witnesses and fire’ 


DUCKING | RADIO 


Consumer Movement to! 
Concern ANA Confab | 

The Association of National Ad- 
vertisers will hold its fall convention 
25-27 at Hot Springs, Va. This 
will be notable for not 
> time to radio advertis- 


Research, 
Chiefly 


gathering 


ing as such. 


Research matters and the con- 
sumer movement will be the chief | 
themes of discussion. 

| 


Yankee 
DEFER CONN’S SUIT | 

Los Angeles, Oct. 10. lle 

Stay of proceedings in Harry | ning show called 
Conn’s $56,500 suit against Jack England’s 
3enny was ordered by superior court 


shelf. | into 

3. That the Neilsen survey is 
necessarily very costly (his ordinary 
established, non-radio services fre-| 


BILLY B. VAN' 
AS WRIGLEY 
PUFFER 


Boston, Oct. 10. | 
Network has 
| through Neisser-Meyerhoff agency, | 


Fame,’ 
| Wrigley gum. Billy B. Van, formerly | 


the communities in 
| and arranging for participation of lo- 
cal civic big-shots and 
amateur talent available in loca 


‘have vou stopped beating your wife’ ques- 
tions, it's high time for the individuals sub- 
jected to such persecution to start hitting back | 
in self-defense. | 


The ICC made a spectacle of itself in grill- 
ing Neville Miller about the way in which he 
made public his letter protesting against the | 
ill-chosen phraseology of the international rule. | 
It capped that performance by wandering far. 
afield to dig into the thoughts in the minds of 
the men’ who were responsible for WMC.A’s 
admittedly braggadoccio advertisement, 


Nowhere in the law is there anything which 
allows the FCC to reprimand individuals who 
disagree with its policies, who protest its rul- 
ings, who criticize its regulations. The com- 
mission does not possess—and cannot read into 
the law any right to exercise—the power to 
punish for contempt. Fortunately, in the mat- 
ter of the international rules, the commission 
scems to have realized that an indetinite sus- 
pension of the absurd requirement about cul- 
ture and good-will is the best way out of an 
unpleasant situation. But the suspension of 
the rule does not eradicate the picture of the. 
paid spokesman for the broadcasting industry 
being Hailed and kicked for exercising the Con- 
stitutional right to speak freely about a re- 
quirement of the FCC. 

Nowhere in the law is there a sentence or 
phrase giving the FCC the right to censor the 
printed advertising of licensees—or anybody 
else—or to hold licensees responsible for the 
accuracy of remarks by newspaper columnists. 


Whether \WMCA was stupid or short- 
sighted in placing the ad which brought down 
the FCC's wrath is not the point. The com- 
mission incontrovertibly lost sight of its goal 
in receiving evidence about WMCA’s fitness to 
continue in business. If the commission can 
hold that a single false statement in a pub- 
lished ad is proof that an individual is not cap- 
able of serving public interest, there is no tell- 
ing what sort of bluenosery it will invoke 
order to find excuses for denying applications, 
refusing renewals, and revoking licenses, 

The radio industry may have only itself to 
blame when it is rudely awakened sometime in 
the future to find that its every thought, word 
and ac tion | must be approv ed by the Ll & i 


DOLPH MARTIN BACK 


Return—Has Been in Paris 
| Dolph Martin, the composer-con- 
| ductor, has returned to New York 
| | City after four years in Paris, where 
| he composed various ballets and 
| other music. He plans to return to 
radio conducting over here. His last 
| assignment was for Tydol through 
| Lennen & Mitchell. 
He’s also dickering to compose the 
closed,| Music for a prospective American 
| Negro legit. He did ‘Roll, Sweet 
Chariot’ for the Shuberts some years 


for a weekly half-hour Sunday eve- ago. 


‘Spreading New} 


Work-Week Cut Due 


Judge Clarence M. pending | yaude and musical comedy, will | 
arbtiration as required by their con- 
on the series which s Washington, Oct. 10. 

; an, . | Together with every employer en 
“ite suing actor for script | } | ployer en- 
is suing ac scrip | Formula will be sé yor gaged ia interstate commeres, broad. 

| aired | casters must jack up their minimum 
| cities in the _ wr et, in ro wages and make another cut in the 
‘families in relation to the pantry | tion, with a production crew 591N8 | Work week late this month. Enter- 


advance |. 
ing the second year, wa Je-hour law 


requires pay of at least 30c. a: hou: 
pay e st 30c. a: hour 
after midnight Oct. 23. On the same 


lities 
* date, work-week without overtime 


quently cost subscribers from $25,- | 
000 up to $100,000 per year) and that | 
something every | 
could afford. | 


5. C.A.B. considered the meter | billings had 
method as early as 1931.  (Dr.| 1938. 
Frank Stanton, now of CBS, experi- | 
mented at this time with a meter 


method at Ohio State University, | or 20.4% 


Mutual’s $210,589 


Mutual Network grossed $210,589 
4. Radio meters are not exclusive’ from the sale of time last month, 
| which figure is 5.1° 
been 


On the first nine months of the 
year the network's tally is $2,256,817, is 
better than the total pre- 
vailing for the like period of °38. 


| compensation must be chopped from 
44 to 42 hours. 

But if the work-week began be- 
fore Oct. 23, the change does not 
occur until the start of the next reg- 


over what the ular employment period, 


‘for September, 


Jack Maxedon from WLS, Chicazo 

joining Mountain Pete and His 
| Mountaineers at WHO, Des Moines. 
{replacing Ken Houchins. 


| program director. 


| will be chief engineer. 


LSE 


WICHITA HAS 


RADIO TALENT 
FESTIVAL 


Wichita, Kan., Oct. 10. 

Radio talent from stations in other 
cities are mustering here this week 
as part of a Fall Harvest Festival. 
Herb Hollister, of KANS, is the di- 
rector of the Festival’s radio mati- 
nees. 

Participating in the hijinks are 
Don McNeil, Nancy Martin and Jack 
Baker, of NBC, Chicago. KVOO, 
Tulsa, has contributed Harold Good- 
man, Tiny Bill Stallard, Little Mon- 
tana and Red Penn. WHB, Kansas 
City, is sending 25 cuffo entertain- 
ers from its Kiddie Revue and 
KMBC’s ‘Brush Creek Follies’ will 
also play a part. 

The entire entertainment roster of 
WIBW, Topeka, will motor over for 
the last afternoon. Les Jarvies, of 
WHB, is permanent emcee with 
Norma Ballard, Chicago, organist, 
assisting. 

Clyde Lucas is playing for night 
dancing. Whole community affair is 
backed by merchants, etc. 


Dept. Store Part Owner 
Of Radio Station WMAM; 
M. F. Chapin Sets Staff 


Milwaukee, Oct. 10. 

Wisconsin’s newest radio station, 
WMAM, Marinette, authorized last 
June to operate with 250 watts day- 
time on 500 ke., will go on the air 
late this month. M. F. Chapin is 
general manager. He recently was 
chief engineer of WIBA, Madison, 
The station will be housed in a build- 
ing of its own on the Menominee 
River, which divides Marinette from 
Menominee, Mich. It will be RCA 
equipped throughout with a 350-foot 
tubular tower. 

Morgan Sexton, formerly of KSTP, 
St. Paul, where he was General 
Mills sports announcer, will be com- 
mercial manager. Paul Skinner, 


| who was singing with Bill Carlson’s 


orchestra recently in Chicago, will be 
Werner Schwarz, 
formerly with WHBL, Sheboygan, 
AMP tran- 
scription library and Transradio 
Press service have been ordered. 

W. E. Walker, manager of WIBA, 
Madison, is owner of 75 of the 200 
authorized shares of capital stock 
in M. & M. Broadcasting Co., the li- 
censee corporation. Chapin, who is 
also part owner of WSAU, Wausau, 
owns 35. shar Wayne W. Cribb, 
manager of ‘WSAU, 10 shares; Don- 
ald R. Burt, part owner of WSAU, 
10 shares. The remainder of the 
stock is owned by the Lauerman de- 
partment store interests of Marinette 
and Menominee. 


HOLTZ FAIRY TALES 
A WRIGLEY MAYBE 


Chicago, Oct. 10. 

Wrigley is still on the lookout for 
a night-time variety 30-minute show 
as a complement for its daytime 
‘Scattergood Baines’ and Sunday 
‘Gateway to Hollywood’ shows. CBS 
will carry the show, if and when, 
and Columbia program dept. is 
handling most of the negotiations for 
talent. 

Lou Holtz has been discussed as 
possibility, he to devote whole aes 
sram to telling a fairy story a la 
Lapidus. 


‘Quicksilver’ Expanding 
Chicago, Oct. 10. 
‘Quicksilver’ riddle show for Tums 
will shift to a full 30-minute NBC 
red schedule on Oct. 25 after having 
clicked as a 15-minute show for the 
same account. 
30bby Brown and Ransom Sher- 
man will handle the querying which 
will occur at 7:30 p.m. for the east 


and a repeat shot at 10:30 for the 
west. Kastor agency here has the 
billing. 
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Paramount's 
“HONEYMOON IN BALI’ 


New Orleans, Saenger — 40% 
above average, outgrossing 
“Beau Geste” and “Union 
Pacific.’ Carried over for a 
continued run! | 


Paramount's 
“HONEYMOON IN BALI” 

New York Paramount—First 

Paramount's week $59,000...Second week 


“HONEYMOON IN BALI’ —$54,000 ... (the biggest sec- 


Hartford, Allyn Theatre— 30% ond week in seven years)...Held 
over for a third week, of course! 


above average...Held over 
for a second week, of course! 


ip Paramount's 
Paramount's “HONEYMOON IN BALI’ 
“HONEYMOON IN BALI” Newark Paramount—First 
Kansas City, Newman Theatre— _ d week— 30% above average 
30% above average...Heldover . Second week — $100 more 
for a second week, of course! ~° than first week... 
Paramount's Paramount's 
“HONEYMOON IN BALI’ 4 “HONEYMOON IN BALI’ 
New Haven Paramount—First ; Philadelphia, Fox Theatre— 
week 35% above average... i Out-grossing “Spawn of the 
Held over for a second week, . © North,” “Sing You Sinners,” 
of course! “Man About Town.” 
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Louisville, Oct. 10 
Compared to Washington, D. C., 
which as a market is unique, and 


to Cincinnati, where the stations op- 
erate a five-ring circus in one of 
the lushest radio areas in the U. S.. 
Louisville is the epitome of normal- | 
ity. Its three stations aggregate (ac- 
cording to latest FCC figures on the 
subject) just about equal amounts 
of network, national spot, and local | 
business. They are widely divergent 
as to rates, sales stories, and gen- 
eral objectives (including network | 
affiliation). They are—all told—a 
well-managed, well-behaved, well- 
separated lot of competitors. 
Louisville, the city, has upwards of 
300,000 population, and is the home | 
of a considerable manufacturing 
business, prominently in consuming 
lines such as whiskey and tobacco 
products. Across the Ohio River) 
lies Indiana farmland, dotted with 
small communities. Ditto a Ken- 
tucky farmland and Kentucky com- | 
munities inland. In the sales stories 
of the stations, this farmland be-| 
comes a Sudeten territory which one | 
station is all for annexing, and the 
others all for discarding. The sub- 
ject, for purposes of this discussion, 
will be referred to committee meet-_ 
ings between station reps and 
agency time buyers where it has | 
more relevance. 


Five Unusual Points | 


Concerning Louisville, 


diately impressive in the Louisville | 
radio picture: 

1. The age of station manage- | 
ment. Whereas in some cities the! 
stations change top personnel as | 
often as the owner changes his shirt, 
the Louisville fraternity stays put 
for years. Executives with five and 


impressive. 
| tuckiana Institute’—a sort of Chau- 


upon a new troupe barges in from 


West Virginia or Georgia. 


Pretentious Showmanship 
With Dailies Tied-In 


Dating back to July 18, 1922, 
WHAS is operated with an almost 
fierce determination (a) to make 
Louisville the trading center of 
‘Kentuckians’; 
use of 
backing. 
idea is 


The ‘Kentuckians’ market 
carried 


out as co-program 


with the newspapers (Courier-Jour- 
;/nal and Times), and the machinery 


set in motion between papers and 
radio station to work up this plan 
There’s a ‘Ken- 


tauqua sponsored annually; also the 


Iroquois theatre, an under-the-stars | 


theatrical venture where, for prices 


| ranging from 35c to $1.50, the popu- 
; lation may see all manner of legit 
| shows: also a farm program in which 


awards are made for best farm man- 


agement; plus a huge booster cam- | 


paign for improving roads, cutting 
toll on bridges between Kentucky 
and Indiana, lowering the amuse- 
ment tax, building goodwill among 


and (b) to avoid mis- | 


its wattage and newspaper | 


| been 


'thor of several novels 


versity of Kentucky will contribute 
| three stanzas covering roundtable 
discussion, education, student 


| musicales: University of Louisville is 
| slated for a student-faculty variety 


show; and Indiana will have one 
educational and one musical pro- 
gram. 

Regular production—on which 


| WHAS put genuine emphasis despite 


its heavy chain schedule—includes 
morning hillbilly stanzas comprised 
of Cousin Emmy and Her Kinfolk, 
Uncle Henry’s Kentucky Mountain- 
eers, and Sunshine Sue and Rock 
Creek Rangers; Honeyboy and Sas- 


| safras; Stamps Melody Boys (mod- 


ern hymn. singers); Lynn Cole, 


singer, who is being accorded a 


buildup; Herbie Koch, organist; and 
the 17-piece house band which feeds 
a ‘Bluegrass Brevities’ stanza to CBS 
and which has, from time to time, 
sponsored. George Walsh is 
sports commentator and spiels 
football this fall. (Additionally, 
WHAS is on the lookout for a mas- 
ter-of-ceremonies to run a prospec- 
tive musical clock and handle m.c. 
chores), 


| From the managerial end, Credo 


Fitch Harris is station director. Au- 
and once 


surrounding communities, etc. The | columnist for the papers (his ‘Daily 


special days, weeks, and promotions 


as long as the calendar itself. 

WHAS puts genuine emphasis despite 
sram-precuction emphasis on news, 
and to swe extent, special events. 


the No. 1 newscaster and originates, 


commercials. Dick Fischer, pre- 
viously at St. Louis, is the No. 2 man 
in this department. 


From the special events angle 


manager 
| in addition to local work, some CBS | por 


| Glimpses at Magazines’ column was 
| to keep this steamroller chugging are the newspaper prototype of the 


| ‘Reader’s Digest’ slant), he has been 


| with the station since the first day 
it was on the air, and is now chiefly 


> the genial policy-setter and over- 
Five cardinal points are imme-j| Paul Sullivan, acquired April 1, 


W. Lee Coulson is executive 
in charge of actual op- 
He’s a 10-year man here. 
|So is Joe Eaton, commercial man- 
| ager. 

Program director is Bob Kennett, 
a recent addition to the WHAS fam- 


| come tie-ins with all manner of civic ‘ily after experience at WLW, War- 
| endeavors, plus the fare picked up! ner Bros. and Transamerica. Orrin 


10-year records at WHAS and WAVE | by the mobile unit, and educational W. Towner, who built 187 transmit- 


predominate over newcomers. 
sultantly, the Louisville executive 
personnel is a_ reliable, trusted 
group. Inter-office intrigues are 
virtually unheard of. 

2. Radio industry consciousness. 
Station managers here take industry 
problems and NAB work with ut- 
most seriousness and conscientious- 
ness. Mark Ethridge, general man- | 
ager of the Courier-Journal and 
Times plus WHAS, was NAB presi- 
dent in 1938. George Norton, owner 
of WAVE, is prominent in industry 
affairs. 

3. Lack of bad feeling between | 
stations. ‘This is doubly unique since 


WHAS has the most wattage and is| through Long Advertising Service, | 
additionally owned by the only| will have Mrs, Hackett plug its flat | 


papers in town. However, WHAS 
has steered smartly to keep down | 
ill will, and the other stations, for | 


Miller Packing 


materials. WHAS  has_ programs 


| ters before he installed the new 


Spot Campaigns 


KSFO, San Francisco, has two 
new sponsors on Elma Latta Hack- 
etts ‘Friendly Homemaker’ pro- 
grams. Edward S. Thompkins Co. 
(China rice), through Sidney Gar- 
finkel agency, will participate in two 
broadcasts weekly for six weeks. 
Co. (‘Flat Hots’), 


weenies once a week for four weeks. | | 


Campbell Soup Co. this week be- 


White Laboratories, Wm. Esty, 312 


| 
| C. H. Baker Shoe Co. will sponsor 


a transcription, ‘Frank Graham's 
Yarns,’ once a week starting Oct. 8 
for 13 weeks on KSFO, San Francis- 
co. Placed direct. 


Sidles-Co. of Des Moines, distrib- 


their part, go their own way with-| gins sponsorship of daily five-minute | utors of household appliances, will 


out bothering to swear at their com- 


their own story 100%, without say- 


ing that the other guy cuts rates or | Placed through Ward Wheelock Co., | 


is a general louse. From the angle | 
of good sportsmanship, Louisville is | 
notable. 

4. Extraordinary amount of finan- 
cial advertising via radio. Life in- 
surance companies, banks, mortgage 
firms, firms issuing travelers’ checks, 
etc., go in for radio heavily in this 
sector. 

5. The hillbilly situation. Right 
off it should be made clear that the 
Louisville stations do not go out of 
their way to load down schedules 
with guitar orals. On the other 
hand, the hillbillies—as in most cities 
between the Appalachians and the 
Rockies—are a necessity. 


hillbillies are in a world unto them- | 


selves. Not only do they differ from 
the Midwest hillbillies and the Texas 
tonsil throbbers in their peculiar 
*hoe down’ style, but they also dif- 
fer from most other hilbbillies in 
that they tote union cards. 


Some time ago, after the union 
had duly signed up the ’billies, the 
stations were informed that the 
guitar-twangers must hereafter get 
union rates. To which the stations 
simply replied that they would pay 
union rates if the union would 
kindly clear out the house orches- 
tras and declare the ‘billies as union 
quota. Since then the union has 
been strangely silent on the whole 
matter, not wishing to scram with 
its house orchestra in favor of the 
sobbing troubadours. 


The hillbillies meantime make a fi- 
nancial killing. After an_ ether 
buildup, they go on a personal ap- 
pearance tour of every barn dance, 
county fair and strawberry festival 
in sight. Earnings of a couple hun- 
dred dollars per week in good fold- 
ing money are not uncommon when 
the season is ripe. After each troupe 
has ‘worked out’ the territory, it 


_morning newscasts by Bob Andersen, | 
petitors. All Louisville stations tell|‘KPO Radio Reporter,’ through Feb.| board this season. 


10, 1940, over KPO, San Francisco. 


sponsor the WHO football score- 


New National Accounts on WFBR, 


Philadelphia. Baltimore 
American Chicle Co., Badger & 
Acme Brewers, through Emil} Browning, 60 nighttime one-minute 


| Brisacher & Staff, have renewed for | ETs and 36 daytime. 


LOUISVILLE: GENTEEL SITUATION 


By EDGAR A. GRUNWALD 


,furls its tent and steals away, where- | from three universities on tap. Uni-; WHAS job two years ago and then 


stayed on, is chief engineer. Mer- 
chandising-publicity is handled by 
John Hoagland, who has similar ca- 
pacities with the papers. 

| From the merchandising-publicity 
angle, it might be added that WHAS 


and has a unique tie-in with radio 
repairmen whereby the latter check 
program likes and reception quality 
right in the listener’s home. Results 
of some 30,000 calls are now on hand. 


WAVE Has Well-Varied 


Local Program Policies 


WAVE was founded in 1933. It’s 
owned by George Norton, attorney, 
who once also owned WLAP, Lex- 
ington. Nathan Lord, the manager, 
in typical conformity to the Louis- 
ville executive longevity, has been 
here six years after a prior career 
as newspaperman and an association 
with Reynolds Metals. Jim Cox, 
commercial manager, has been here 
from the start, and George Patter- 
son, program director, has five years 
behind him at WAVE since he quit 
teaching school in Louisville. 

WAVE is operating with a heavy 
network schedule in the evening 
(NBC), and otherwise carries a good 
load of national spot and local busi- 
ness. As at WHAS, news is a hot 


with WLW, runs the news depart- 
ment, with Harry Lukens doing 
regular newscasting. Baseball (for 
Wheaties and Socony-Vacuum) was 
prominently on the schedule this 
summer, Don Hill doing the spieling. 
The games were a distinct asset, for 
Louisville suddenly blossomed into 
patriotic furore over local baseball 


000 attendance. 

There are two stanzas of hillbilly 
fare, one in the morning and one at 
;noon. Talent on this setup. in- 


'cludes such typical groups as Clay- | 


ton McMitchen Wildcats, 
eight-piece house band batoned 
|by Earl Keller, used a half hour per 
;day for salon music. Pop singers 
include Connie Cook, Darlene Rob- 
erson, and Burke Wood. 
|for classical chores. 
| Civie tie-ins are also plentiful. In 
laddition to mobile unit pickups, 
| there’s traffic safety stuff (Louisville 
|is hepped on traffic safety), a series 
lof high school programs, a round- 


| table by the University of Louisville, | 


similar fare. 
|tivities in any way connected with 
Louisville public schools most defi- 
nitely may not be sponsored.) 

Practically all of WAVE’s 
participates 
theatre group, and Graeme Gilmore, 
continuity writer, is currently fash- 
ioning a series of dramas for the sta- 
tion a la the CBS Workshop. 


WGRC Picks Itself Up, 
Scraps Off Flood Mud | 


WGRC is the third, and youngest | 


operates a house organ for dealers, | 


item now. Lee MacEwen, formerly | 


and the team wound up with a 260,- | 


Rhythm | 
Rangers and Melody Riders. There's | 


Another | 
_maker’ program twice weekly on | singer, Mary Frances Duane, is used 
| KSFO, San Francisco. 
| 


| : 
‘daytime one-minute ETs. 


staff 
in the Louisville little 


'gram and production head (formerly 
with WCPO, Cincinnati). 

WGRC’s sales policy for local busi- 
ness has lately been revised to cut 
down salesmen’s bonus on spot an- 
nouncements and boost it on full- 
length programs. Further, the sta- 
tion has a package rate for non- 
‘cancellable strips across the board 
| for 13, 26 and 39 week contracts. An- 
| other venture in the making is a 
| rotogravure paper for distribution to 
| 40,000 listeners. This idea would in- 
/clude pictures, stories and paid ads. 
As yet, however, it’s in the blueprint 
stage. 

Louisville is due to have a fourth 
station—WINN to operate on 250 and 
100 watts—under an ownership said 
to include Plug Kendrick. There's a 
contest over this station in Washing- 
ton, however, with WGRC opposing 
it hotly and meantime asking for 
nighttime operation for itself. 

(PS: The Louisville stations can’t 
crack the department stores, either.) 


THE CUSTOMERS 


The following national and regional 
spot accounts are carried by the 
Louisville stations. 


(Incidentally, ac- | 


Broadcasting*® 
BC Remedy... Chas. W. Hoyt 
Reaumont Laboratories...... H. W. Kastor* 
Brown & Williamson.........Russel Seeds 
| Dr. W. B. Caldwell...... Benton & Bowles* 
Candid Agency not listed 
Carter Medicine.........Spot Broadcasting* 
Chattanooga Medicine..J. Carson Brantley* 
Consolidated Drug......../ Agency not listed 
| Dodge Motors. Ruthrauff & Ryan* 
Bo OF. Joseph Katz* 
| Wiliam Esty® 
Fels Young & Rubicam 
| sweeney & James 
Ford agency not listed 
Northwest Radio Advertising 
| Gospel Broad usting Assn..... R. H. Alber 
Tronized Yeast... Ruthrauff & Ryan 
« Ralph H. Jones 
| ou & Perrins.........-<Schwimmer & Scott* 
Manhattan Soap. Franklin Bruck 
Monticello Agency not listed" 
Minit Rub. Young & Rubicam* 
Agency not listed 
Procter & Gamble......../ Agency not listed 
Reld Murdock... .cccceces Agency not lisied® 
Richman Bros eMcCann-Erickson® 
Agency not listed 
Neal Advertising 
Stephano Agency not listed® 
Roche, Williams & Cunnyngham 
Thornwood Hatcheries....Agency not listed 
Viek Morse International® 
Wander Co..... Blackett-Sample-Hummert® 
Dr. John Zoller... Agency not listed 
*Accounts marked with an asterisk use 
time segments of less than five minutes, 


ADDENDA: CINCY 


VariIeEty’s story on Cincinnati last 
week gave some of the background 
the independent Scripps-Howard 
| WCPO, to which the following be- 
| lated notes might be added by way 
of current history: 

From being one of the also-rans of 
| Cincinnati radio, WCPO has literally 
pulled itself up by its bootstraps 
into a formidable contender for 


Kentucky | 


13 weeks its thrice-weekly evening 
|}newscasts by Bob Garred over 
KSFO, San Francisco. 


| Gas Appliance Society 


of Cali- 
fornia (gas ranges), will place a 
series of 100-word spot announce- 
ments and some 50 five-minute par- 
ticipating periods on at least 
radio stations in Northern and Cen- 
tral California during a one-week 
campaign starting Oct. 13. Home ap- 
pliance counsellors of the Pacific 


| 
| 
| 


| the five-minute periods on six sta- 
| tions. Jean Scott Frickelton agency, 


| Langendorf Bakeries is sponsoring | 


| three announcements weekly for six 
; weeks on KSFO, San Francisco, on 
| behalf of Homestead bread. 
| Livingston agency placed. 


Clark Bros. (Pittsburgh) plugging 
candy bar via transcriptions twice 
daily over WGY, Schenectady. Con- 
| tract, placed by Albert P. Hill 
| Agency, Pittsburgh, runs through 
| Dee. 3. 


| Hirsch Clothing Co., Chicago, has 
| switched its account to the Schwim- 
mer & Scott agency. Was on the air 
last season with ‘I Want a Job’ pro- 
| gram. 

| Schwimmer & Scott setting up 
_considerable ether campaign for its 
client. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


Scott Towel Co., through J. Walter 
Thompson, New York, has signed 
| for a 20-week participation in Elma 
Latta Hackett’s ‘Friendly Home- 


25 | 


Gas & Electric Co. will speak during | 


|San Francisco, handles the account. | 


Leon | 


| Atlantic Refining, N. W. Ayer & 


Son, 10 play-by-play descriptions of | 


football games. 

Benrus Watch, J. D. Tarcher, 364 
| nighttime station breaks. 

Bond Stores, Inc., Neffi-Rogow, 312 

15-minute programs in the morning, 
| ‘Alarm Clock Capers.’ 
| Buick Motor Co., Arthur Kudner, 
|Inc., 11 nighttime announcements 
jand 15 daytime announcements. 
| Cuticura Soap, Atherton & Currier, 
| 312 one-minute ETs, daytime. 

Dodge Brothers, Ruthrauff & Ryan, 
| one - minute nighttime announce- 
| ments. 

Ex-Lax, Inc., Jos. Katz Co., 42 one- 
minute ETs, daytime. 
Lea & Perrins, 

Scott, 52 evening announcements. 

| Household Finance Corp., Batten, 
Barton, Durstine & Osborn, 52 15- 
minute nighttime programs. 

Lipton, Thomas, Co., Young & 
Rubicam, 140 daytime announce- 
ments. 

Rockwood Candy Co., Federal, 192 
announcements on Ralph Powers’ 
morning program. 


Elliott Gove shifted from  an- 
‘nouncing at WOKO, Albany, to 
|WSYR, Syracuse. Al Chismark, 


him. Erastus Corning has moved 
from WABY to sister station, WOKO, 
and Carl Mattison has returned to 
WABY. 


Russell Black, WKY, Oklahoma 
City, newscaster, has returned to the 
University of Oklahoma and a news- 
|easting assignment with WNAD, 
| Norman, University station. 


Schwimmer 


|WABY operator, went along with) 


|station in town. It was founded in 
1936 with a license for New Albany, 


The flood washed out the first sta- 
tion and it was rebuilt under some- 
what revised ownership in which 


Hot Springs, among other stations), 
the current manager, has a share. 
WGRC opexvates to sunset, and is 
Mutual affiliated. It also belongs to 
a new regional network comprised 
of WCMI, Ashland; WLAP, Lexing- 
ton; WSIX, Nashville, and itself. 


As in other cities where smaller 
wattage sits under the nose of higher 
wattage, WGRC is successfully play- 
ing the well-conceived angles of get- 
ting a manager from some bigger 
station, hitting for local business, and 
going to town on news, sports and 
music. WGRC has only 15 minutes 
of hillbillies per day, but it does 
have plenty of news, 40% of which 
is local news. From 2 to 5 p.m. there 
is a sports musical clock. Music, 
both popular and classical, is gener- 
ously used throughout the schedule. 
Other programs include high school 


a Saturday morning kids’ jamboree; 
a program from the University of 
Kentucky; a 12-piece choral group, 
now in rehearsal; and a Negro man- 
on-the-street series whose potentiali- 
ties are as comic as they. are 
straight-faced. WGRC will step up 
live talent production this fall to 
give a fair share of network feeds. 
In addition to Cisler, the executive 
personnel includes Porter Smith, 
commercial manager (also ex- 
KTHS), and Charlie Schroeder, pro- 


Ind., which is just across the river. | 


Steve Cisler (previously of KTHS, | 


football, gabbed by Jack Robertson; | 


national spot business, and the No. 1 
holder of local business. Operating 
on a base rate of $60, Mort Watters 
(formerly with the Kennedy radio 
interests in West Virginia) has 
| plugged solidly for the local crowd, 
|and incidentally has thereby just 
about driven the station into the 
| position of a national spot test 
station. 

News, music and sports are the 
principal program ingredients. News 
is in charge of Tom McCarthy, for- 
merly with NBC in Washington, and 
| the flow of news is every hour on 
/the hour. Harry Hartman is chief 
sportscaster. Once in the clothing 
business, he started spieling sports 
by accident and has been good 
| enough to last 12 years (at some- 
| where between $10,000 and $15,000 
‘per year). Red Thornburgh is his 
| assistant. During baseball season the 
duo gabs the games from Crosley 
| field, and during the rest of the year 
| cover everything else by way of 
| sports in sight. 

Other live talent includes Paul 
| Hodges, who has a musical clock and 
/a man-on-the street from the rail- 
way station; Jane Ellen Eastey in 
| charge of three femme stanzas, and 
| Bob Bentley, former legit actor, who 
will have charge of a new Double- 
day-Doran test stanza in which books 
will be dramatized for this sponsor. 

Executive personnel, aside from 
‘Watters, is accounted for by John 
Smith, commercial manager (prev!- 
ously with Scripps-Howard in New 
York); Andre Carlon, production 
manager, and F. G. Rule, continuity 
| editor (formerly with the New York 
Times). 
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‘Cost Contrasts Favor Us —Radio 


The perennial guerrilla war of the competitive advertising media is 
still going on. A recent broadside of the American Newspaper Publishers 
Assn., entitled ‘How Much Does It Cost?’ and intended to prove a case for 
the coverage and economy of newspaper circulation, has been called a 
boomerang by radio observers, who profess to see the arguments, cited or 
implied, as favorable to radio rather than newsprint. 

In declaring that an advertiser could take 5,000 lines in each of the 
nation’s 1,894 dailes for $631,032, the newspapers laid themselves open, 
radio believes, to the painful contrast of how far the same amount of 
money will go in radio and the challenge that the impact will be more 
personal, more extensive, more accumulative over the air. 

Using the 117 stations of the Columbia Broadcasting System as the basis 
of contrast (rather than NBC which is divided between red stations and 
blue stations with some interchangeable) the cost contrast, by radio reck- 


oning, works out as follows: 


WHAT THE ADVERTISER RECEIVES FOR $631,032 


Newspaper Space 
In 1,894 daily newspapers in U. S.: 


Radio Time 
On the complete CBS network of 117 


stations: 

34 evening full hours or 
67 daytime full hours 
49 evening half hours or 


2 full page ads 


4 one-half page ads 


8 one-quarter page ads 


104 daytime half hours 
85 evening quarter hours 


(17 weeks of 5-day strips) or 


170 daytime quarter hours 


(34 weeks of 5-day strips) 


QUIET WEEK 
BOTH WEB 
AND SPOT 


R. J. Reynolds accounted for about 
the only network business last week. 
It was the quietest week in months 
from the angle of new business de- 
velopment. Brookfield Sausage 
popped up in the spot field with a 
brief flier. It bought 25-word an- 
nouncements to be run off at the 
rate of one a day during one week. 

The Reynolds’ latest campaign 
eoncerns Prince Albert tobacco. It’s 
bought a special NBC-red hookup of 
24 southern and southwestern sta- 
tions to carry WSM’s, Nashville, ‘The 
Grand Opry House.’ Saturday nights, 
starting Oct. 14. The period is from 
10:30 to 11. 


COURTROOM AIRCASTS 
CALLED BAD BY BAR 


St. Louis, Oct. 10. 


The Missouri Bar Association at its 
closing session of the state conven- 
tion at St. Joseph last week nixed 
the practice of broadcasting proceed- 
ings from courtrooms. The resolu- 
tion, condemning such _ procedure, 
was based on a complaint registered 
by the Negro Chamber of Com- 
merce of Kansas City which said 
broadcasting of police court cases 
ridiculed the poor and ignorant. 

Rep. John D. Taylor, who spoke 
in favor of the resolution, added 


that it also was his wish that crime | 
Pages of newspapers and that maga- | 


zines dealing in crime yarns should 
be suppressed. 


Bob Simon’s Links 


Robert A. Simon, who joined 
WOR, Newark, Monday (9) as di- 
rector of continuities, will retain his 
connection also with J. Walter 
Thompson. He has been with the 
agency since 1931 on a part time 
basis, specializing as consultant on 
musi¢e and continuity. 

Simon likewise will continue as 


music editor of New Yorker maga- 
zine, 


Walgreen Hrs. on 


Chicago, Oct. 10. 
Seven 60-minute periods weekly 
on WENR has been purchased by 
Walgreen Drug, which will run from 
P.m. every day except Sunday 

when the show will go on at noon. 
Program will consist of recordings 
with Gary Morfit as m.c. and 

clowner, 


KANSAS ENTERTAINMENT 


KFH Restores Various Live Talent 
Programs 


Wichita, Kan., Oct. 10. 

Fall season returns several pro- 
grams locally to KFH. 
Time Jamboree,’ wkich includes 
singer Dorothy Fritz, emcee Eddie 
McKeen and a nonsense quiz of the 
studio audience, is back. Also staff 
writer John Speer’s marrow-freezer, 
‘The Phantom Theatre.’ 

A local quartet is being sponsored 
by the First Federal Savings & Loan 
Assn. Meantime KFH’s equivalent 
to WHO’s Barn Dance, the Ark Val- 
ley Boys, gets going Oct. 28 under 
Andy Crockett’s management. Main 
problem of this group has been to 
progressively keep finding larger 
halls to accommodate the crowds. 


SOCIETY-MINGLING 
KANSAS CITY EXECS 


Kansas City, Oct. 10. 

Big social-business whoopdedo of 
Kansas City, the American Royal 
Coronation (horse show) ball is oc- 
cupying the inspirational mentalities 
of various broadcasting gentry. For 
example Karl Koerper of KMEC is 
corralling 43—count them—beauties 
for a Queen contest and Don D. (for 
Diaghileff) Davis of WHB is study- 
ing up on ballet, his job being to 
provide 30 minutes of leaping for 
the stage spectacle. 

Affair is socially guaranteed. Elsa 


| Maxwell will be there. 


KNX Originates 44 Shows | 


| Theatre, 


Hollywood, Oct. 10. 
Heaviest run of network com- 
mercials to originate at KNX hits 


wise, 

Originating shows and number of 
weekly broadcasts are: Amos ’n’ 
Andy, 10; Lum and Abner, 6; ‘It 
Happened in Hollywood,’ 5; Hedda 
Hopper, three; Jimmie Fidler, 


Burns and Allen, Campbell Play- 
house, Al Pearce, two each; Lux, 
Texaco, Screen Guild Theatre, Silver 
‘Gateway to Hollywood,’ 
‘Dr. Christian,’ one each. 


KMBC’s Two Bit Opry 


Kansas City, Oct. 10. 
KMBC_ reopened its Saturday 
night visual version of its Brush 


‘The Tea/| 


WEB BIZ ELBOWS SPOT 


WINGED, 


They Get the Wormwood— 
Pressure of Network Re- 
capture Clause Has Pro- 
duced Ironical Situation in 
Spot Broadcasting Field 
This Year 


NOW 4TH CHOICE 


Flood of business which has come 
to the networks, particularly NBC 
and Columbia, this fail, is produc- 
ing a peculiarly ironical repercus- 
sion in another quarter, namely, 
spot broadcasting. The elements es- 
pecially affected by this curious twist 
are those accounts and agencies that 
were the first to get in their spot 
commitments for the current fall. 
They now discover that they have 
become the victims, but in reverse 
english, of the adage about the 
early bird getting the worm. What 
they thought was the worm now, 
according to their lament, turns out 
to be wormwood., 

The bitter pill for these early-bird 
accounts and agencies has been the 
recapture clause in the contracts be- 
tween the networks and their af- 


Alka-Seltzer Request 


Chicago, Oct. 10. 

Alka-Seltzer’s agency, the 
Wade office here, has sent let- 
ters to stations carrying the Na- 
tional Barn Dance program ask- 
ing them to accept a chain break 
announcement between the two 
half hours without charge. 

That is, when the station iden- 
tifies itself. agency asks for a 
short break announcement for 
Alka-Seltzer running around 25 
words. 

Wade agency comes out frank- 
ly and asks that this announce- 
ment should be granted as a 
favor because the program has 
been on the various stations for 
so many years. 

Wade agency is now awaiting 
replies from the stations on this 
query. However, it is under- 
stood that many stations will 
rely on a proposal by Independ- 
ent Radio Network Affiliates to 
chill the Wade question. This 
proposal seeks the elimination of 
chain breaks on continuous pro- 
grams for the same sponsor, 


filiates, which require the stations to 
move a spot account out of network- 
allocated time on two to four weeks 
notice. Caught between the opera- 
tions of this clause and the fact that 
there has also been huge purchases 
of spot time during the past two 


| months these early birds are burn- 


| ing over their predicament, while 
/the stations involved are hoping that 
| it doesn’t, from the angle of good- 
| will, have a tarnishing effect on all 


spot broadcasting. 

Being the first on the scene the 
early contingent got the choice spots, 
which, naturally, would be the very 


| spots picked by network clients and 
Blondie, Big Town, ‘Tune Up Time,’ | 


Creek Follies in the Ivanhoe tem- |! 
ple last week. Show is a Saturday | 
afternoon CBS net sustainer, but is | 


staged at Ivanhoe to a gate of 25c 
and 40c. 

The Arthur B. Church production 
plays half hour on the net, but the 
visual show runs an hour and a half 
with a special half hour local broad- 
cast period. 

As was the case during season 
past, opening night was a sell-out in 
the 1,000 seat house. 


most quickly tagged by the recap- 
ture clause. In due time the second 
and third choice spots were filled by 
other latecomer spot accounts, with 
the result that when the early bird 
got his moving notice he has found 
that there was no other choice for 
him but to accept what was previ- 
ously rated as fourth choice, or else. 
On the other hand, the accounts and 
agencies that took their time about 
buying for this fall stay put. In no 
few cases accounts have become so 
fed up with being shoved around 
because of the steady application of 
the recapture clause that they have 
quit top class stations and turned 
their business over to lower rating 
outlets. 

Another development that has 
made the spot customer’s lot no easy 
one is the wide and numerous spread 
of news periods. 
particularly Columbia, 
sorts of news periods and European 


With the networks, | 
offering all | 


Steady Customers 


before now. CBS found that: 


contract, 
11 have not left air in six years, 
19 begin fifth year, or more. 
25 begin fourth year, or more. 


In taking inventory of its clients recently the Columbia Broadcasting 
System developed a picture probably fairly true of all radio and add- 
ing up into an impressive postscript to a success story written long 


45 advertisers sponsor 76 programs, all but one are on renewals of 


30 begin their third year, or more. 
35 begin their second year, or more. 


roundups throughout the day, much 
of the time that would otherwise 
go to spot broadcasting is now con- 
cerned with covering the war. Some 
station operators have expressed 
concern about this deluge of news 
periods from the networks. They 
hold that it not only throws their 
program schedules out of balance 
and creates a somewhat sustained 
air of excitement but that the surfeit 
may again stir up resentment among 
sponsors whose participation in 
radio is primarily to inspire a re- 
ceptive mood for purchasing the 
product. Network officials declare 
that the primary purpose of broad- 
casting is to entertain, educate and 
inform the public. 


Other Side 


These same affiliates are complain- 
ing that the flood of news periods, 
both commercial and _ sustaining, 
from network sources not only has 
forced them to give locally-spon- 
sored news programs but threatens 
the very existence of local news or- 
ganizations. They admit that they 
are not under compulsion to take 
all these news periods from the net- 
works but then there’s the question 
of convenient fill-ins, particularly 
when as happens in the case of 
CBS’s five-minute news _ periods 
throughout the day which have been 
released by network clients with the 
understanding that they would not 
be resold for either network or local 
business. 

Latest of these CBS recaptured 
periods falls between 11 and 11:05 
a.m. Pet Milk has a split hookup 
Tuesday and Thursday between 11 
and 11:15 and has agreed to make 
the newscast part of its program. 
Campbell Soup, which has had the 
same quarter-hour periods Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday, gave up the 
initial five-minutes altogether but 
with the understanding that the 
spots will not be sold to another 
client. 

Out of Columbia's systematic cov- 
erage of war news has also come 
|something new in time sales. 
|Reynolds has bought for Prince Adl- 
bert tobacco a minute and a half an- 
| houncement to precede CBS's early 
| evening European Round Up. The 
j}account pays for a full 15-minutes 
| but gets the benefit of the program 
gratis. 
6:45 to 7 p.m. CBS affiliates also 
collect on a quarter-hour basis. 


Following the commercial spon- 
| Norris,’ other name novelists are 
.being lined up by Bernard Shubert 
| of the Phillips Lord office. Fannie 
| Hurst and Edna Ferber have given 
| him options to sell radio rights to 
their works. As 


the author to adapt her own work 
for the air, just collect. 

Idea Shubert is plugging is that 
name novelists have followings that 
will be attracted automatically to 
radio, 


Toscanini Ducats 


Annual scrimmage for ducats to 
Arturo Toscanini’s radio studio 
| broadcasts is on. Starts Oct. 14. Two 
previous seasons of radio concerts 
witnessed the heaviest demand ever 
experienced by NBC for studio 
tickets. 

RCA-NEC official family gets the 
initial break on ducats. Toscanini is 
broadcasting as before from the 
largest NBC studio, capacity around 
1,500. 


R. 


The period involved is from | 


| Columbia officials. 


KATHLEEN NORRIS TEES | 
OFF NEW RADIO IDEA’ 


| board, wine and beer advertising via 


| sorship of the rights to ‘By Kathleen | 


| information about the product. 


with Kathleen | 
Norris, there is no requirement for | 


WAR H.C. 
SALES COPY 
BANNED 


Montreal, Oct. 10. 

Latest curb on radio commercials 
is ruling from the Canadian Broad- 
casting Corp. advising against high 
pressure sales talks advocating pur- 
chase of articles ‘before prices go 
higher’ due to war. 

CBC takes view that sales talk of 
this type tends to hypo public into 
buying unnecessary quantities of 
merchandise thereby bringing about 
an artificially higher price level. 

With general policy of the Gov- 
ernment to keep price levels within 
bounds it is considered that sponsors 
urging immediate purchases because 
of possible price increases would be 
contrary to public interest. 


QUAKER ACCT. SHIFT 
ON PREMIERE EVE 


Sherman K. Ellis, Inc., has lost the 
puffed goods portion of the Quaker 
cereals account to MRuthrauff & 
Ryan, which has been _ handling 
Quaker Oats and Mother Oats. Ellis, 
however, retains the-Aunt Jemima 
and Pettijohn brands, and could 
have gone on producing for a while 
the Milton Berle show which de- 
buted last Saturday (7) on NBC, but 
it elected to let the entire puffed 
goods business move over to R&R at 
once, 

The account has been split up be- 
tween two agencies since it left 
Lord & Thomas, 


Dry Regulation Pends 


Washington, Oct. 10. 

Stiff ban on booze advertising is 
under consideration by District of 
New alcoholic 
beverage code would bulwark pres- 
ent rules by outlawing use of radio 
or handbills in several ways, giving 
broadcasters another headache. 

If the regulations are approved by 
the District Commissioners in the 
form presented by the liquor control 


microphone would be greatly com- 
plicated. Local stations, which do 
not plug hard liquor, would have to 
see that copy-writers give specific 
Not 
just generalities. Less dope required 
about malt and wine beverages, how- 
ever, than for the hard stuff. Prizes 
and premiums would be forbidden. 


CHET SMITH RECOVERED 


Kansas City, Oct. 10. 

Chet Smith, guitarist of the Prairie 
Pioneers, KMBC range quartet, is 
back on the job after several weeks 
lay-off due to burns which he suf- 
fered in a mishap. 

While crossing railroads yards un- 
der which coal mines have been 


| aflame for several years, Smith fell 


with a cave-in and suffered third de- 
gree burns. 


Jack Payne Laid Up 
Milwaukee, Oct. 10. 

Jack Payne, WTMJ scripter, is in 
the hospital here with a busted jaw 
and slight brain concussion as a re- 
sult of a motor accident in the sub- 
urbs. 

He will be out shortly. 
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VARIETY 


=— 

JACK BENNY 

With Mary Livingstone, Verna Fel- 
ton, Rochester 

Phil Harris Orchestra, Don Wilson, 

Dennis Day 
30 Mins. 

JELL-O 

Sunday, 7 p.m. 

WEAF-NBC, New York 
(Young & Rubicam) 

With every indication that he will 
continue to deserve and hold his 
top-of-the-pile rating, Jack Benny 
returned Sunday at the same time 
and for the same sponsor over 80 
NBC stations. It was a bang-up, 
high-speed laugh-studded premiere, 
a tee-off to serve as a master- 
model for all radio comedians to 
study. What is notable about these 
Jello stanzas is the amount of ad- 
vance study and preparation, edit- 
ing, tightening and timing that goes 
on the average, into the finished re- 
sult. 

A cute novelty beginning opened 
the program without a commercial, 
as if the microphone was eavesdrop- | 


(Eddie Anderson), | 


[PRED ALLEN 
With Wynn Murray, the Merry Macs, 
Portland Hoffa, Peter Van Steeden, 
| Harry Von Zell, Ned Sparks 
| Variety 
{60 Mins. 
IPANA-SAL HEPATICA 
| Wednesday, 9 p. m. 
| WEAF-NBC, New York. 
(Young & Rubicam) 

Fred Allen returned last Wednes- 
dav (4) to his NBC nest for his sixth 
consecutive season, and came Close to 
laying an egg. The proceedings at 
ltimes sounded as though Allen had 
by accident tumbled into the wrong 
show and was trying, despite the fog 
besetting him, to make head or tail 

lof the oecasion. Things got so run 
'down at one point that Allen became 
/apologetic, remarking to the audience 
participants of the programs quiz 
section. ‘If Variety reviews this and 
/pans me, it will pan you also.’ The | 
crack only added to the discomfort | 
of Young & Rubicam’s radio mentors. | 
Last Wednesday's misadventure | 


PENNER 
|With Dick Ryan, 


| Russ Brown, Kenny 

| Jacques Renard Orchestra, Jim 
Bannon, Larry Holcomb, Dick 
| Merrill 


30 Mins, 

BAKING 

| Thursday, 8:30 p.m. 

WJZ-NBC, New York 
(Sherman K. Ellis) 

Joe Penner returns to the air over 
22 NBC blue stations in a datfy- 
session following the formula-less 
formula of his previous frolics. After 
several years on the air, Penner is 
by now a clearly recognized enter- 
tainer-commodity. Like a_ certain 
type of act that always could be 
relied upon to wow ‘em at this the- 


atre or that theatra Penner is sure | 


to do okay in his own spots and 
in his own way. This time he bears 
the euphonious radio billing: ‘Joe 
Penner the Breadwinner.’ 

With a= ga-ga laugh, 
ecatchphrases, a_ goofy, 


peculiar 
disarming 


ping upon Benny and Mary Living-| had all the marks of what usually | stvle and a bag of tricks, he skips 
stone and later Don Wilson and Phil, happens when those concerned with) along chasing gags like a professor 


Harris on their way to the program.|}a program decide that the old for-| with a butterfly net. 


Later the continuity skipped into) 


the usual musical theme and J-E-L-| instance the alteration gang was also} other 
L-O fanfare, which is the program’s; concerned with working in a carbon) carrying 


trademark. 

Kenny Baker having gone his way 
the new singer is an unknown tenor, 
Dennis Day (phoney name), who 
was introduced as guided by his 
mother, a triple-distilled blend of 
all the stage mamas of fact and| 
fancy. The character, as played by | 
Verna Felton, with timing as goo 
as Benny’s own, should_ shape 
up as a comedy gem. Day at. 
the end slapped over ‘Good Night, | 
My Beautiful’ in a classy way. Both | 
as a singer and a comedy foil, the} 
youngster should do okay for Benny. | 

Right name of singer is Eugene, 
McNulty. He’s reported well known | 
to the song publishing fraternity 
around N. Y. | 

The situational cross-fire. gag 
comedy wravped in characterization, | 
remains as before the clue to how) 
he does it. Each player is given aj| 
role and the recurring emphasis | 
upon well-known idiosyncrasies un- | 
derscores the laughs. After six'| 
years for Jello, the laugh pace is} 
still terrific. Land. 
‘SOCIETY GIRL’ 

With Charlotte Manson, Arthur Vin- 
ton, Carlton Young, Gladys Thorn- | 


ton, Katherine Rogers, Arthur 
Elmer 
15 Mins. | 
CORN PRODUCTS 
Daily, 3:15 p.m. 
WABC-CBS, New York 
(E. W. Hellwig) 
For a daytime serial, this new- 


comer is an innovation for once the 
heroine isn’t a bravely-suffering poor 
gal buffeted by a crool fate. This 
time she’s the richest girl in the 
world, no less: the newspaper edi- 
tor’s dream of a girl with money, 
beauty and style—in fact, the ‘1940 
Glamor Girl No. 1. What’s more, 
she’s a clear-thinking, unspoiled lit- 
tle number who yearns for the par- 
ental affection she has never known 
from her divorced ma and pa. 

In other words, it’s heart-throb 
hoke in a sable wrap. Standard es- 
capist claptrap for the semi-con- 
scious housewife and, as such, prob- 
ably destined to garner its share of 
femme dialers—and buyers. 

Although obvious enough to drive 
a mere male listener daffy, the writ- 
ing apparently achieves the desired 
sentimental effect. Scene in which 
a couple of newspaper editors dis- 
cuss the ‘glamor girl’ story is pretty 
terrible, of course, but otherwise it’s 
just about the expected. 

Direction was rather clean for the 
opening program (Monday—9) and 
the casting of Charlotte Manson as 
Gloria Glamour was clicko. Show 
is produced by Roger White, with 
David Davidson and Jerome Ross 
collaborating on the scripting. 

Plugs Kre-mel and Linit. Hobe 


‘SHOW OF THE WEEK’ 

With Horace Heidt orchestra, Budd 
Hulick, Skeets Meakin 

30 Mins, 

HOWARD CLOTHES 

Sunday: 6.30 p.m. 

WOR—Mutual, New York 


(Co-op) 
Essentially a band show this pro- 
gram was a_ Satisfying interlude 


from that angle, but tarnished a bit 
by the comedy of Budd Hulick and 
a news break-in by Skeets Meakin. 
Latter’s few minutes is a 
in as much as the data he compiles 
amounts to a resume of past hap- 
penings any and all of which could 
have been read in the dailies of that 
day (9) or the day before. De- 
livery is okay. 

Hulick’s attempts at comedy sank 
pretty low in several instances and 
the rest wasn’t much better. 
sisted of a biographical exchange 
between the comedian and Heidt. He 
referred to Heidt’s beginning as 
‘when Heidt’s were low.’ Rest of it 
all bordered on the same. stuff. 
Eventually relieved by the band 
playing. after its rise was detailed, 
‘Stranger Things Have Happened.’ 
By accident or design? At one 
point in the comedy Hulick referred 


to Heidt’s band, known as the Musi- | 


cal Knights, as ‘Heidt’s Knighties.’ 
Musically was okay. 


Dr. Caldwell’s Syrup of Pepsin will 
bankroll Tim Doolittle and His Pine 
Center Gang, Monday through Fri- 
day at 6:30 a.m. over WJR, Detroit. 


| tribution. it was pretty weak. 


jarring note | 


Con- | 


mula must be made over. In this! 


got a nice rating while the top per- | 
sonality was on vacation. The pinch- | 
hitter was ‘What's My Name?’ and 
so Allen was roped and saddled with | 
the role of another Professor Quiz. | 

It was this segment of his program, | 
which lasted about 10 minutes, that | 
bogged Allen down worst. When the | 
participants were introduced, the av- | 
erage listeners must have jumped to, 


for some fast and funny kidding. In- | 
stead, it was the same old now-drab | 
routine, but with the ‘committee’ of | 
participants picking them questions | 
out of a grab bag. and dollar bills | 
the payoff for the right guessers. 
Allen tried hard to interpolate 
laughs during the quiz, but the cir-, 
cumstances were hopelessly against. 
him. If the program must drag in 
some fads it could resort to war bul- 
letins, European roundups, or a ‘Pot | 


of Gold.’ Also, if the agency and’ 
account thought so much of the 
|summer pinch hitter, it perhaps 


would have been the better wisdom 


| to cut Allen to a half hour and run| 
| the quizzer for the second half of its 


60-minute obligation. 

In this opening installment Allen 
was not only given the role of wet- 
nursing a quiz session, but, even | 
stranger than that, he was relegated 
to doing a_ he-who-gets-slapped 
straight for a guest comic, Ned 
Sparks. The exchange was anything 
but a witty give and take. Sparks | 
was loaded down with all the asperi- 
ties. and the guy whose chief claim! 
to fame in radio is a rapier tongue | 
merely resigned himself to alternate | 
exposure of each cheek. Nonetheless, | 
Sparks’ quota of laugh lines was high | 


when compared to the rest of the, 
event. | 
As for Allen’s personal script con- | 


The 
sallies with his few surviving stooges 
were consistently unfunny. and the | 
routine which Portland Hoffa was 
shouldered with ranked in innocuous | 
desuetude with the put-down-your- | 
end-goings-on in Walter O’Keefe’s in- |! 
troductory stanza for Lifebuoy. Miss | 
Hoffa's stint had to do with inter- |} 
rupting the proceedings now and 
then with a poem of greeting which 


lat no time got beyond the first line. | 


Jack Benny abandoned this same gag | 
seasons ago. The ‘Mighty Allen Art| 
Players’ item was spotted at the fin- 
ish, with a travesty on ‘Stanley and | 
Livingstone’ as the inspiration. It 
all built up to one good laugh at the 
blackout. 

The musical 


department seems 


solidly buttressed with Wynn Murray | 


as the solo vocalist and the Merry 
Macs as dispensers of good rhythm 
jin the current idiom. Miss Wynn 
|shows a tendency to go metallic on 
her hard consonants, but this is a 
minor matter. Her voice and style 
| should make her an outstanding asset 
;on the show. Bea Wain replaced 
| Helen Carroll as the femme part of 
| the Merry Macs for this show. Miss 
| Carrol was out due to her mother’s 
; illness. Plans for giving Peter Van 
| Steeden a buildup through the de- 
{vice of having four or five guest 
conductors were dropped shortly be- 
|fore the series debuted. and the ini- 
| tial stanza found him shelling out a 
nifty brand of modern dansapation. 
| Allen and the agency face quite a 
| problem in remolding this 
|}pattern so that it can again snugly 
| fit around his personality and assume 
ithe old entertainment stature. Con- 
{sidering the resourcefulness of’ the 
;agency and the star himself. that 
| shouldn’t be beyond expectation. 

Odec. 


| 


| ED THORGERSEN 
| Sports 
'15 Mins. 
PALINA 
Saturday, 5:45 p.m, 
WOR, New York 
(Marshalk & Pratt) 


Thorgersen, who maintains the 
| same rapid-fire delivery that he uses 
in his narration for Fox newsreel, 
touched baseball, dwelt on the sea- 
son’s final stretch, and then skipped 
'to football for most of his program, 
| detailing the outstanding games of 
‘that day and their highlights. Finaled 
with late scores. 
Typical radio sportcast. 


hour’s | 


Russ 
Dick Ryan, Gay Seabrook 
silly-billies collaborate 
on foolishness. 


Brown, 
and 
in 
It’s 


|copy of a substitute show that had! good semi-rowdy slapstick. 


There’s a cut-in from New York. 
These are for endorsements of the 
product. Larry Holcomb, agency 
producer, quizzed Dick Merrill, the 
flyer. Copy was okay, but Merrill 
went sheepish just at the commer- 
cial’s core. Holcomb has a_ nice 
radio way. 

A better - than -expected tenor, 
Kenny Stevens, should be popular, 


'the conclusion that the fad was due and Jacques Renard offers ginger- 


vating music. 
Glen Heisch produces. 


Land. 


‘ADVENTURES IN TEXAS 
HISTORY’ 

Dramatic 

15 Mins.—Local 

RED GOOSE SHOES 

Friday, 5:30 p.m. 


/KABC, San Antonio 


This is a once-weekly series, each 
episode complete in itself, based on 
history of the state of Texas. Strong 
listening appeal for school children, 
but okay for the grown-ups also. 
Production suggests effort to make it 


appealing to the youngsters. Pro- 
| gram opens with Peggy and Bill 


asking Major Adams questions con- 
cerning his early days in Texas his- 
tory. and how Texas won its inde- 
pendence from Mexico. Episode 
caught dealt with the capture of 
General Santa Anna, of the Mexican 
army by two Texas soldiers and of 
the meeting of Santa Anna and Gen- 
eral Sam Houston. 

As Major Adams tells his story, 
several dramatic flashbacks occur 
which explain in detail through 
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BURNS AND ALLEN 


Gay Seabrook, With Ray Noble, Truman Bradley 
Stevens, Comedy, Music 


30 Mins, 
HIND’S 
| CREAM 
| Wednesday, 7:30 p.m. 
WABC—CBS, New York 
(William Esty & Co.) 

Burns and Allen are back for their 

eighth consecutive year on the net- 


HONEY & 


ROBERT BENCHLEY 

With Artie Shaw Orchestra, Jimmy 
Durante, Del Sharbuit 

MINS. 


ALMOND OLD GOLD 


Tuesday, 9 p.m. 

| WJIZ-NBC, New York 

(Lennen & Mitchell) 

| Although last season the up-push- 
ing swing outfit, Artie Shaw, tended 
overshadow the comedy founda- 


| works and their fifth sponsor, ped- tion of this Old Gold program and 


| dling the same line of auditory di- 


formula that has been theirs from 
'away back. Here's one act that can 
| be depended on never to throw its 
| Steady customers off kilter with any 
innovation. By sticking to the same 
| groove B & A have made it possible 
for even the lowest iq. among their 
fans to anticipate the blow-off line 
and the topper, if any, but that 
| doesn’t tend to depreciate the cus- 
‘tomers’ pleasure in the least, all of 
| which is attested by the consistently 
| major rating the turn has been able 
to chalk up from year to year. 
Everything moved along smoothly 
and entertainingly within this petri- 
| fied pattern on the opening session 
|for Hind’s Honey & Almond Cream 
and about the only thing that might 
have caused some brow-raising in 
| the trade was the fact that Gracie 
| Allen stepped out of character to 
|deliver a long and serious plug for 
the product. 

Last season’s musical support is 
the same. Frank Parker whams his 
tenor over toward the femme bleach- 
ers for what undoubtedly is strong 
approval, while Ray Noble, when his 
British accent isn’t stooging, pro- 
vides much pleasant rhythmic re- 
lief. Truman Bradley fills the an- 
nouncing portfolio expertly. Two 


inclusion of vitamins 
and the assurance that 


the product's 


| through its use milady can always 
| maintain those ‘honeymoon hands.’ 


| With Selena Royle, 


Odec. 


‘HILDA HOPE, M.D.’ 

Richard Gor- 
den, Ann Shepard, House Jame- 
son, Vera Allen, Charles 
(organist) 

| Playlets 

30 Mins. 


| WHEATENA 


| device 


sound and the spoken word what oc- | 


curred. Peggy is played by Sun- 
shine Hull, 13, and the boy by Bill 
Mitchell, 14. 


Television Review 


‘WHEN THE NIGHTINGALE SANG 
IN BERKLEY SQUARE’ and ‘DR. 
ABERNATHY’ 

With Patricia Calvert, John Moore, 


Lionel Glenister, J. M. Dunn, 
Bruce Evans, Matthew Smith, Wil- 
liam Podmore, Robin Craven, 
Naomi Campbell, St. Clair Bay- 
field, John Carmody, Florence 
Fair, Richard Waring 
Playlets 
65 Mins. 


Thursday (28), 8:30 p.m. 
RCA-NBC, New York 

RCA’s television program dept. ran 
| into royalty trouble recently. After 
rehearsing ‘Death Takes a Holiday,’ 
| it was found at the last minute that 
certain claims to royalties had not 
| been cleared and instead of the 
| drama a ‘B’ film meller had to be 
| hastily substituted. 

Last Thursday (28) they took no 
chances, having readied two play- 


lets which were dramatized by the | 
staff. ‘Nightingale’ was adapted from | 


by 
Thomas 


Michael Arlen, 
L. Riley. 


a short story 
script being by 
| who did the staging. 
rected ‘Dr. Abernathy,’ which 
been done by BBC in London. 

One playlet described 
| dramatic and the other comic, but 
| both were dramas. Most of the 
shots were close-ups, requiring very 
little in a scenic or production way. 
| While the playlets did make up a 
| televised interlude, impression was 
| that known stage material is better 
| as shown so far, even with the lim- 
|itations of television. 
| There were seven players in each 
| playlet, which means that about the 
; average number of actors was used 
| as with a full length play. In ‘Night- 
| ingale’ were Patricia Calvert, John 
| Moore, Lionel Glenister, J. Malcolm 
Dunn, Bruce Evans and Matthew 
Smith. In the other sketch were 
William Podmore, Robin Craven, 
|'Naomi Campbell, St. Clair Bayfield, 
| John Carmody, Florence Fair ana 
Richard Waring. 

Use of the playlets is a change of 
pace in the studio. When 
gram is rehearsed such as ‘Holiday’ 
and not televised it is wasted effort, 
but that is one of the angles that 
are to be cleared. Perhaps dress 
rehearsals will be filmed and tele- 
vised later or that method may be 
used for rebroadcasts. Ibee, 


has 


He also di-| 


as | 


a pro-| 


Saturday, 11:30 a.m. 
WEAF-NBC, New York 
(Compton) 

This is well ahead in dramatic 
story-telling to most of the morning 
weepers. Each broadcast will be 
complete in itself, told through the 
of having a woman doctor 
half-narrate, half-act out one of her 
supposed exneriences. 


The first sample was the world’s | 


oldest plot, the triangle. Certainly 
in recent years, too, the: doctor- 
hospital background has been re- 
peated so often as to lack all novelty. 
| Nonetheless, 
doctor-neglecting-his-wife elements 
were welded together with enough 


stand up and out. 

Much credit is owing the players. 
These include Selena Royle, as the 
woman doctor who turns _ tale- 
spinner; Richard Gordon, who made 


the over-worked  tragedy-wrecked 
doctor come alive; Ann Shepard, 
who knew her stuff as the self- 


pitying spouse, and House Jameson, 
who was the cad primeval. 

Only in the beginning, with the 
rather too-sloppy self-identification 
| lines of Dr. Hilda, does the writing 
get too far away from digestibility. 
| On the whole it was a very profes- 


Paul 
| WABC-CBS, New York 


version and hewing to the same) of the show is that it differs 


i still may account for a good part of 
its C.A.B. rating, the chief appeal 
Ss from the 
| run-of-mill comedy shows, of whom 
Jack Benny is the obvious Pied 
| #iper. This one is a different kind 
of comedy and as such should rate 
{its OWn special niche and its own 
special following. With the radio 
program structure long on imitation 
and short on originality, the peculiar 
nonsense of Bob Benchley, while not 
always of the belly-exerciser type, 
is none the less entitled to the praise 
of being a first print. not a carbon. 
Show was a bit dull at start. but 
warmed up and speeded up as it un- 
rolled. 

For the first broadeast of the 1939- 
40 season, Jimmy Durante’ was 
brought in. His lowbrow stuff con- 
trasted amusingly with Benchley and 
the total diversion was okay. Artie 
Shaw whammed across a few in his 
usual manner. 

Spiels concentrate on the conven- 
ience of the Old Gold packaging. 


Land. 
Since the program was reviewed, 
Artie Shaw has been withdrawn. 


Seperate news story appears in this 
issue. An advance intimation of the 
agency’s reaction to fan hostility en- 


points highlighted in the copy were | 


| 


the triangle and 
| theatrical 


gendered by Shaw's outspoken com- 
ment on jitterbugs appeared in last 
week's VARIETY. 


‘BY KATHLEEN NORRIS’ 

With Arline Blackburn, House Jame- 
son, Mary Cecil, Santos Ortega, 
Lawson Zerbe, Mildred Baker, 
Florence Malone, Betty Garde, Ef- 
fie Palmer 

15 Mins. 

GENERAL MILLS 

Daily, 5 p.m. 


(Knox Reeves) 

On the strength of the Kathleen 
Norris name, this series should have 
a sizeable draw. Time of broadcast 
is a trifle late for strongest pull, as 
the male of the species might be at 
least approaching the dials by then, 
but that should be only a minor 
drawback. Fact that the series will 
not be a continued one, but will be 
broken occasionally as each of the 
author’s novels is used, may also 
create occasional lapses. (Piece, 
controlled by Phillips Lord office 
was tried out in Philly last spring). 

‘Woman in Love,’ the first novel to 


be adapted, is a typical Kathleen 
Norris best-seller of the post-war 
mass consumption market brand. 


Deals with the young daughter of a 
family who returns from 


'a convent to find her San Francisco 


writing-directing skill to make them | 


family mired in the bogs of show biz 
depression. Apparently she’s set to 
go to Hollywood, to be pursued by 
the wicked studio Lotharios, but ulti- 
mately win stardom and the femme 


listeners’ dream of happiness. : 
Aside from planting the main 
character, played by Arline Black- 


| burn in a somewhat thin voice but 


with persuasive sincerity, the initial 
chapter brought one of AFRA’s paid- 
up members to the mike to Imper- 
sonate Miss Norris in a ‘message 
from the author.’ It wasn’t actually 
stated she was the author, but if the 
listener wanted to seize that impres- 
sion, nothing in the script contradict- 
ed it. This a dubious practice as it 


|}amounts to hoaxing a gullible pub- 


| sional seript, straightforward, clear 
and plausible. 

spiel for Wheatena 
stresses that when hubby comes | 


down to breakfast in the morning 
he has been on a 13-hour fast since 
tthe night before. Don’t tell us no- 
body else raids the ice box around 
midnight! Land. 


|‘MY SON ANDT’ 


Gladys Thornton, 

Andre Baruch 

| 15 Mins. 

GENERAL FOODS 

Daily, 2.45 p.m. 

WABC-CBS, New York 
(Young & Rubicam) 


Agnes Young, 


Another entry in the daytime 
serial sweepstakes, ‘My Son and I’ 


With Betty Garde, Kingsley Colton, | 


should collect a healthy share of the | 


| housewife following. Pretty much 
| in the modest rut as to mental level, 
but somewhat above par as to writ- 
ing, production and playing. Also 
features Betty Garde, who’s figured 
to have acquired a semi-name via 
her years of trouping in the ether 


emoters. Its her first radio ‘star- 
dom.’ 
Yarn deals with the widowed 


vaudeville actress who has appealed 
to her late-husband’s flinty Aunt 
Addy so her reared-in-the-wings 
urchin won’t be sent to an orphan- 
age. Aunty’s one of those do-her- 
Christian-duty dames, but there’s a 
soft-hearted Aunt Minta who'll un- 
doubtedly rescue the helpless pair 
from a dire fate. 


ing powder on the unabashed claim 
that it'll produce the ‘best food you 
ever ate.’ Miss Garde is the widow. 
Kingsley Colton is the piving-voiced 
movpet and Andre Baruch spiels the 
commercials and intro. G. Bennett 


Sponsor is pushing Calumet bak- | 


| WIZ-NBC, 


lic. That is seldom 100% showman- 
ship. Tricky. 
Commercial copy. aimed to. sell 


Wheaties to the housewife, stressed 
the nutritional value of the product, 
but sought to imply it isn’t fatten- 
ing. Part of it got pretty cutey— 
‘See if Wheaties at Seven don’t help 
at 11.’ The heroine curtain-called 
with come-on for the next day’s 
stanza and a word for the sponsor. 
Hobe. 


‘THUNDER OVER PARADISE’ ? 
With Bill Crawford, Laurette Fill- 
brandt, Sid Elistrom, Mike Romano 
Serial 
15 Mins. 
MUELLER’S MACARONI 
Daily, 10 a.m. 
New York 
(Kenyon & Eckhardt) 

This mid-morning serial is by 
Fayette Krun. It seems likely to 
catch on with the housewives, being 
romantic and escapist. Perhaps the 
sheer concentration on doings in far 
places will be liked for its change 


of diet from the ‘family’ type of 
radio histrionics. In this case, the 
heroine owns a ranch in Central 


America and is smitten with a devil- 
may-care aviator (modern  touch!), 
who is employed by a revolutionary 


general, who is stewing things up 
(promise of danger, action and 


clash). 

So often in these radio serials it 1s 
difficult on a single hearing to sin- 
gle out performances and comment 
authoritatively. In this case the 
players all seem capable and carry 
on the plot. As with most radio 
plays, there are few ‘big scenes’ fo! 


| individual actors, but rather a run 


Tarson vroduces and directs while ning off- handedness necessary to at 
iFrank Provo scripts. Hobe... ' vancement of the story. Land. 


| 
| | 
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KATE SMITH ‘STOP-ME-IF-¥YOU’VE-HEARD- SILVER THEATRE BEN BERNIE | HERBERT MARSHALL 
With Abbott and Soe _.Geene | a cr With Loretta Young, Elliott Lewis,| With Lew Lehr, Mary Small, Buddy With Madeleine Carroll 
Yheatre Players, (Frances armer, With Milton Berle, Jay C. Flippen, Conrad Nagel, Dick Joy Clark, Manny Prager, Harry Von Dramatic Sketch 
Morris Carnovsky, Lee Cobb, Elia | Harry Hershfield, Col. Lemuel Q. Dramatic Zell (announcer) ; : 30 Mins, 
Kazan); Arthur Allen and Parker Stoopnagle (guest), Dan Seymour | 30 Mins. 30 Mins. WOODBURY SOAP 
Fenelley in ‘Snow Village Sketch- | (announce:), Joe Rines orchestra INTERNATIONAL SILVER AMERICAN TOBACCO Wednesday, 8:30 p. m. 
es’; Ted Straeter (guest) Sunday, 6 p.m. Sunday, 5:30 P.M. | WEAF-NBC, New ork 
Quiz WABC-CBS, New York WABC-CBS, New York (Lennen & Mitchell) 
Miller's . (Young & Rubicam) (Young & Rubicam) Jerbert iMarsuali over the 


Andre Baruch. 
60 Mins. 
GRAPE NUTS 
Iriday, 8 p. m. 
WABC-NBC, New York 
(Young & Rubicam) 

Last season, particularly, was a 
Kate Smith season in radio broad- 
casting. Snowballing up from a 
handicapped start in a tough spot, 
the singer and her program at last 
in full stride, bore down like a jug- 
gernaut on the once-invincible com- 
petitive 8-9 situation Thursday 


nights. In terms of besting a hoo- 
doo, it was, to borrow one from 
Hitler, ‘a triumph of destruction.’ 


The noise wes something like the 
sound effects man gets when he tears 
asunder a small strawberry box close 
to the mike. Historically that sensa- 
tional climb in the C.A.B, is one of 
the grand scale object lessons in 
applied and sustained showmanship, 
because Ted Collins tried many com- 
binations to get the winning smash. 

Coincidentally, last season was 
very much an Abbott and Costello 
season. Previously a semi-obscure 
team they did the unusual to score 
simultaneously in two entertainment 
mediums and to zoom from nominal 
to hefty coin in the process. 
They returned to Miss Smith’s com- 
pany (now instituted Fridays) to de- 
liver a laugh-solid five minutes next- 
to-shut that clinched their usefulness 
and verified their success of last 
year. 
the short, meaty, wallopy session, 
and not, as would be a temptation 
to many radio-producers, try to di- 
vide it up into two or more routines. 

The inaugural program (6) intro- 
duced a group of legitimate stage 
actors, Frances Farmer, Morris Car- 
novsky, Lee Cobb and Elia Kazan, 
representing the Group Theatre of 
Broadway. They are to be a per- 
manent part of the program. For a 
first taste they served up an excerpt 
of Sidney Howard’s ‘Yellow Jack’, 
which was clear and engrossing, al- 
though scripts better suited to air 
acting may, with no strain on the 
imagination, be anticipated from the 
Group, whose members are earnest, 
able and resourceful troupers. 

In bucolic vein are ‘The Snow Vil- 
lage Sketches’, an old radio piece 
which Arthur Allen and Parker 
Fenelley have revived. These two 


It's smart to confine. them to) 


j 


| 


QUAKER OATS 

Saturday, 8:30 P.M. 

WEAF-NBC, New York 
(Sherman K. Ellis) 


Vaudeville has its copy acts and 
so has radio, but this is possibly the 
latter’s most flagrant case to date. 
In formula and routining (and with 
Obvious intent), it’s like unto ‘In- 
formation, Please’, which goes over 
the NBC-Blue on Tuesday nights. 
Difference is in the character of the 
questions, in this case the punch- 
lines of submitted jokes being the 
required answers. 

Milton Berle is the Clifton Fadi- 
man of program and his rep as a 
fast gagster makes him an okay 
choice. Jay C. Flipper and Harry 
Hershfield are members of the board 
of experts, in the manner of John 
Kieran and Franklin P, Adams with 
‘Information’. Guest gag wizard for 
the opening show was Col. Stoop- 
nagle, but he evidently hadn’t read 
up much on Joe Miller and all he 
came up with was his paycheck. 

Show is seemingly in a soft spot 
on Saturday nights, latter being de- 
void of comedy network shows, but 
didn’t shape up very strong the 
opening broadcast. With ‘Informa- 
tion’ getting so much fly humor out 
of strictly general questions, this one 
should figure even higher on that 
score because of the hoke content, 
but it was obviously in need of bet- 
ter pacing. Outside of the submitted 
jokes, it was obvious that most of 
the entre-act humor was set and re- 
hearsed ribbing, rather than spon- 
taneous. It also highlighted an old 
fault of. Berle’s, the tendency to 
stress personal insults in his ad lib- 
bing. 

This is Berle’s first regular radio 
commercial since his stint for Gil- 
lette three years ago. It was a case 
then of the comedian clicking, but 
the Crossley failing to prove it sat- 
isfactorily to the sponsor. His re- 
turn this time is also coincidental 
with his personal click in ‘See My 
current at the Biltmore, 
N. Y. 

Berle’s chief drawbacl: in the past 
has been his tendency to get too 
fresh. It's a dangerous type of 
humor, especially when insulting one 
so fast on the upbeat as Flippen. 


| Latter is w.k. in the vaude trade as a 


hokemasters go way back when in|! 
|morist is probably better known na- 


broadcasting. Versatile and widely 


employed in all sorts of programs, | 


they are, even after all these years, 
not especially well known outside 


the radio trade so that, paradoxi- | 
cally, the Kate Smith show is prob- | 


ably their best 


major showcasing. | 


Their familiar routine of querulous | 


ae old codgers is easily digesti- 
e. 
Jack Miller, who goes with the 


lease, is back at the podium to give | 


Kate Smith and 
downbeating. 
choral group, of which Ted Straeter 
is the man in possession, Hints of 
an original musical mind are inter- 
mittently detected. There is a hot 
ensemble with Johnny Williams to 


the show 


solid | 
Program weaves in a! 


behave a little demented as the head | 


fireman. 

As for Kate Smith herself, she 
continues to sing the kind of songs 
she isn’t expected to sing. This 
time she was hitting and holding the 
high one 


in near-operatic form. | 


Notably in ‘Because’ she revealed a | 


remarkable change of 
versatility element has 
ing, slowly at first, ever since she 
cropped slapstick in Broadway musi- 


ace, 


This | cor of 
een grow- | 


cal comedy nine years ago to embark | 


on her radio career. The flowering 


of an authentic talent is always en- | 


grossing and Miss Smith's stature 


is implicit in the things she has shed ! 


quite as much as the things she has 
acquired, 


The whole entertainment stacks up | 


as a good wav to sell a lot of Gen- 
eral Foods’ Grape-Nuts. The star 
and Ted Collins do part, probably 
the most important part, of the sell- 
ing. 

Program goes to 66 stations. Harry 
Ackerman is the production liason 
from Young & Rubicam. Land. 


KATE SMITH CHATS 
With Ted Collins 
15 Mins, 
SWANSDOWN 
Daily, 12 Noon 
WABC-CBS, New York 

(Young & Rubicam) 

This is the second year for the 
noon-time chats (they are just that) 
of the CBS singer and her side-kick, 
Ted Collins. 
Sophical, informal, unpredictable 
stuff. Ted Collins answers Miss 
Smith’s question ‘what’s news?’ by 
Teading a couple of items from the 
United Press. And then they begin 
the lets-talk-of-kings-and-cabbages 
routine. Probably only Kate Smith 
could do this, or, better, get a spon- 
sor to trust her tact. 

t is made sun-clear that the spon- 
sor is Swansdown flour and there 
seems no reason why listeners and 
advertiser won't be equally pleased. 

Land. 


Benny Geodman’s orchestra will 
£0 on RCA-NBC television for hour 
Show on a date not yet set but 
within the next fortnight. 


It’s sentimental, philo- | 
Mins.—Regional 


shouldn't 


swiftie ad libber and fits this type 
of show. Hershfield’s rep as a hu- 


tionally via wide newspaper syndi- 
cation, but on the initial broadcast 
he was doing too much of an Al- 
phonse and Gaston act, forcing Flip- 
pen to give the answers. Too cute 
for radio. 

Fact that this program is of fami- 
liar contour will not necessarily 
militate against its chances, but it 
requires fixing. And if it’s going to 
be a copvist, it may as well go whole 
hog and adhere to the policy of 
‘Information Please’ on the award- 
ing of bonuses for un-answered 
questions. ‘Information’ considers a 
wrong answer as strictly that and 
doesn’t give itself a ‘right’ if one 
expert clicks after another misses. 
This is not the case with ‘Stop-Me’, 
three or four gags the first night 
being re-submitted after they had 


Gags are submitted bv listeners at 
$5 per and a case of Quaker Oats. 


Those answered wrong get a bonus pee 


Canada Dry, spon- 


of $5 in addition. 
makes it $10 


‘Information’, 
and $10. 
Interjection of the commercials by 


Dan Seymour is also on the same 
formula as ‘Information’, and the 
latter have always been okay. This 


show's 
chestras. opener being Joe Rines’ 
crew which acquitted itself nicely 
in the brief intermission between 


spasms of questions. 


Program should at least interest 
comics and writers, who'll prob- | 
eblv find in it some material for 
future use. It’s got a net of 65 
stations which should bring in lots 
of jokes. 

There’s a wealth of humorists and 
humor experts and this program 


for guesters. All 


starve 


ithe program's producer need do is 


'study a 


' greener fields. 


is at fault. 


list of dais-sitters at those 
old Friars Club Saturday night clam- 
bakes and he'll come up with plenty 
of names who are lightning on a 
Jag. Scho. 


‘THE MERRY WIDOW’ 

With Mario Chamlee, Jimmy Newell, | 
Emily Hardy, Ted Osborne, Mah-| 
lon, Merrick Mixed Chorus, | 
Thomas Peluso Orch 


UNION OIL CO. 
Thursday, 9:30 p.m. 
KNX, Hollywood 
(Lord & Thomas) 

Petrol purveyor has auditioned 
widely for a program since David 
Broekman and John Nesbitt took to 
If this first one is a 
sample of what's to come then their 
choice of tabloid operettas is not a 
happy one. In the main, production 
Crowding a two-hour 
stage piece into 25 minutes and try- 
ing to retain most of the music for 
the three vocalists is no sinecure. 
But Tom McAvity’s production crew 
tried it and the result was pretty 
much of a muddle. 

A shame it is, too, to waste three 


| Elaborate 
| With jewelry stores, etce., is part of | maestro has replaced singer Boboy 

radio advertising campaign. This | Gibson with Buddy Clark. Reprises 
; Season there’s a new design called | 


fervently, 


One of the it-can-be-done stories 
of radio broadcasting, viz. the selling 
of silverware, has a hook-up of 52 
stations for its third fall premiere, | 
marchandizing tie - ups | 


‘Adoration’ and identified with Lor- | 
etta Young, who leads off the series | 
with a two-part story. Last season | 
Rosalind Russell was patroness of | 
‘First Love’ and opened the reper- 
tory with a two-broadcast starter. 
Dealing with a sinister mental es- | 
tablishment presided over by a doc- | 
tor-bookkeeper ‘allowing the latter | 
function to govern the former), the | 
story broke off at a point calculated | 
to leave the listeners plenty curious. | 
As composed by True Boardman, the | 
script was a slick and compact bit, 
of attention-arresting, 
en-track illusion. It was profession- 
ally put together by Glenhall. Taylor 
and nicely acted by Loretta Young 
and Elliott Lewis, with some lesser 
roles not credited by name. 
Land. 


‘STORY OF ELLEN RANDOLPH’ 
With Elsie Hitz, John McGovern, 
Mark Smith, Ethel Owen, Ford 
Bond 
15 Mins. 
COLGATE-PALMOLIVE-PEET 
Daily, 1:15 p.m. 
WEAF-NBC, New York 
(Benton & Bowles) 


In introducing this new daytime 
serial last Monday (9), Ford Bond 
told the heroine, ‘Ellen, these are 
your friends. There wes a juicy 
pause and then Ellen murmured 
‘Friends—a lovely word. 
Please be my friends. Let me come 
into your homes every day and tell 
you about myself, my life and my 


personal problems.’ 
After the initial chapter had 


off-the-beat- | 
| cast, 


Ben Bernie is back on the air just 
ahead of International Silver on 
CBS after a summer in the niteries. 
It’s for Half ’n’ Half, with the same | 
pattern, excepting that the 


Mary Small, as the femme singer, | 


Col. Manny Prager, novelty singer | 


and stooge for Bernie, and Lew Lehr. 
the dialectic comic commentator for | 
Fox Movietone newsreel. 

Thus the show has plenty of vocal 
strength, as Miss Small and Clark 
are established and socko song sell- 
ers. 

Like last year, it’s a nice enough 
show on the comedy end and okay 
musically with the familiar Bernie 
brand of arrangements. Another re- 
prise is Bernie’s ’feud’ with Win- 
chell, which has been a buildup for 
both in the past. On the first broad- 
shortly after Cincy lost the 
series, Bernie came in with a timely 
‘crack that suggested Winchell should 
have been hired as the entire Cin- 
cinnati outfield. ‘He could have 
caught all the flyballs in his mouth,’ 
was the gag. 

Lehr hasn’t varied his dialec- 
tic style, and he’s not consistent on 
the air. Needs material and maybe 
a budget therefor. Commercials are 
staid for the 53-station hookup. 

Scho, 


‘THOSE WE LOVE’ 
With Nan Grey, Donald Woods 
Dramatic Serial 
ROYAL DESSERTS 
30 Mins, 
Thursday, 8:30 p. m. 
WEAF-NBC, New York. 
(J. Walter Thompson) 

‘Those We _ Love’, Hollywood- 
emanated, has taken over the second 
half of the hour which was Rudy 
Vallee’s, in behalf of the same food 


/sugared the kilocycles with a senti- 
{mental bit of taffy about how the 
;courageous heroine is fighting to 
;save her ill and discouraged hubby 
|from ‘the shadows of fear and de- 
| feat,’ she was led back to the micro- 
; phone to ask the palpitating dialers, 
| ‘Do you think I could send him away 
}alone? What shall I do?’ Appar- 
ently unable to contain himself any 
|longer, announcer Bond concluded, 
| ‘What will happen to Ellen? Tune 
|/in tomorrow at this same time and 


| suds in the Blue Box’ are made with 


| 
| 


| give cash prizes up to $1,000 for the | There was enough tease in the intro- 


been answered wrong the first time. | themselves 


one difference is via guest or- | 


hear the second installment in the 
fascinating story of Ellen Randolph.’ 

The commercials are in the same 
vein. ‘Concentrated Supersuds in 
the Blue Box,’ the listeners were in- 
formed, when put into: the wash- 
basin or tub, will ‘burst like a flash 
into billowy mountains of suds.’ That 
little trick is possible because of a 
new development—‘Centrated Super- 


‘Hv-Rav.’ It’s as simple as that. 
But that’s not all the dialer gets. 


combine, for almost 10 years. Pre- 
ceeding it is another half-hour ser- 
ial of similar stripe, ‘One Man’s 
Family’ (Tenderleaf Tea). Both deal 
with the problems of the younger 
generation in a wellbred, middleclass 
family and are both pitched in a 


ed itself a sound, fruitful piece of 


this transposition. 

On the other hand the lodgement 
of these two sketches in the hour 
preceeding the ‘Good News’ 


meet any too happily with the fancy 
of the average listening family as a | 
whole. The sketches and their 
themes will go well with the distaff 
side, but the chances are that the 
soft drone of the actors’ voices will 
cue the old man into his afterdinner | 
snooze, with the latter awakening | 
to the brassy themer of the ‘Good 
News’ program. 


Colgate - Palmolive - Peet, it seems. 
also ‘needs your advice’ and will 


| best suggestions on ‘vital personal} quctory plot. 
| problems.’ 
| contest, the unseen listening millions} from one blighted love affair only | Dally, 5:45 p.m 
| WOR, New York 


Pending details of the 


will apparently just have to content | 
with Ellens ‘vital per- 
sonal problems.’ 

Probablv ‘Ellen’ isn’t as bad as it 
sounds. Undoubtedly it’s the logical 
inevitable development of the 
Pre- 


| 
| 


moronic daytime serial trend. 


miss a trick. In fact, it’s such au- 
thentic flapdoodle it might well be 
a satire to end all daytime emoters. | 


The family in ‘Those We Love’ is , 
of old New England - background. 


Cathy, the daughter, 
played by Nan Grey, has recovered 


to slip into another, the other party 
this time a young widowed medic | 
with a small child. Kit (Donald 
Woods), Cathy’s brother, is in the | 
throes of something or other with a 
flashy blonde much older than him- | 
self and the ringleader of a nearby 


{sumably the agency nabobs know | ctation-wagon set. Odec. 
their business and the more 
the program the greater sales it will | 
produce. On that basis. ‘Ellen Ran-| TOWN ME£TING OF THE AIR 
|dolph’ is practically a Nobel prize- | Forum 
winner of the air. For it’s certainly | 60 Mins. 
as unashamed corn fodder as vet! Sustaining 
packed into a 15 minute box. Thus | Thursday, 9:30 p.m. 
considered it's skillful in writing, di-| WJZ-NBC, New York 
rection and performance. It doesn’t| Between them, John Royal, of 


NBC, and George V. Denny, Jr., of 
Town Hall, New York, have, in the 
past five years, created the coun- 


Plaved just as is. would be a gem | try’s outstanding blend of education, 
as a Broedway revue sketch. showmanship and democracy-in-ac- 
Script is puthored by Vera Old-/|tion. This program foes way be- 
ham. directed by Maurv Lawell and; yond any mere sustaincr, or any 
the leads are played hy Elsie Hitz} mere gesture from commercia 
and John McGovern. Mark Smith is | broadcasting to pedagogy or social 
the svmopoethetically gruff doctor- | thinkers. It’s a program that will 
friend. while Ethel Owen is a dim-| have and will deserve mention in all 
wit shipboard ecquaintance. Per- | serious histories of the years — 
formances are all eonvincingly in which these states are now bumpily 
-harocter. although Miss itz oeca-| Passing. 
Hen-_| Whrt makes Town Meeting stand 
burn’s elfin moments. But movbe| Out is that its thumping good human 
that's in type. Hobe. drama. The constant clash of wits, 


| sures attention. 


such sterling singers as Mario Cham- 
lee, Jimmy Newell] and Emily Hardy 
on this hodge-podge of music andj 
libretto. They perform their duties 
in stellar fashion but the radio adap- | 
tation of Franz Lehar’s old timer 
foundered in its over-ambition. Pro- 
ducers ran in just enough plot to cue 
the tunes. makin for a disjointed, 
jerky effort. The’ mitteleuropa 
warmth and charm of the nostalgic 
piece were totally lacking. 
Technical setup was ‘way off, too. 
Mixed chorus could be only faintly 
heard at times and there was too 
much straving from the mike. It’s 
all right for the stage where the eve 
ean follow the cheracters but radio 
is directed at a sizhtless scene. Next 
week the troupe takes on ‘Chocolate 
Soldier.’ 
Program airs 
including Honolulu. 


on a dozen stotions, 
Helm. 


points of view and personalities as- 
(Harold Ickes and 
Hush Johnson made a good fire- 
snouting pair of lead-off debaters for 
this season. } 

Democracy is illustrated best. by 
the less-than-best exemplifications 
given over the air in the form of 
questions that are sometimes stupid. 
often snide, frequently meandering 
and awkward. In other words, 
Town Meeting is good democracy be- 
couse it’s freauently bad forum. 

Loaded auestions, questions that | 
are harantues in themselves, create | 
tension. excitement, cheers, jeers. | 
Over all is the important fact: here 
are Americans of all shades of in- 
tellizence and culture. some fair- 
minded. some bigoted, but all] freely | 


“expressing themselves and al] run- | 


nine the risk of being beautifully 

ra7zed. 
In times like these the provram i: 

nothing short of delightful. Land. 


quiet, genteel mood. Each has prov- | 


radio property, and undoubtedly will | 
add much to its following through | 


and | 
Bing Crosby shows won't most likely | 


top slot On session alter Charieg 
boyer, wWno was scheauied lo return, 
jomed up with the French Army. 
With Maueleine Carroil in the guest 
Spot Opposite Marshall, the series 
or dramatic half hours got off to a 
good start. Pair ofierea some first 
rate make-believing. 

‘Michael and Mary’, play in which 
Marshall had the lead in London 
years ago served. Necessary cut- 
ting of the yarn to fit a half hour 
was good excepting in the initial 
episodes (writing was done in such 
form split by musical interludes) 
where it was erratic and at times a 
little silly. However, story of the 
abandoned wife who remarried be- 
lieving her husband dead only to 
have to face his extortion attempts 
in Jater years, was on the whole 
well done, 

Commercials anent milady’s com- 
plexion weren't very well written. 
At the opening the theme was simi- 
Jar to another advertisers’ in a dif- 
ferent field. 


‘VOX POP’ 
| With Parks Johnson, Wally Butter- 
worth 
| Quiz 
30 Mins. 
| KENTUCKY CLUB TOBACCO 
Thursday 7:30 p. m. 
WABC—CBS, New York 
(Ruthrauff & Ryan) 

It’s the same sidewalk pitch that 

Parks Johnson brought up with him 
from Texas six years ago but the 
stand for the first time is Columbia, 
instead of NBC. Between them 
Johnson and Wally Butterworth 
have fashioned their routine to the 
point where it’s one of the slickest 
and most diverting of the lot. 
They’re tops when it comes to agil- 
ity on the pickup and in covering 
openings into a chuckle for both 
the rubberneckers around the quiz- 
ing duo and the listening audience. 
The plugs for Kentucky Club, a pro- 
duct of the Penn Tobacco Co., are 
niftily woven in by the pair, even 
though at times they’re inclined to 
| make them much too long. 
The act’s installation in this spot 
| ives CBS station listeners two suc- 
| cessive half-hours of quiz fare. Jim 
McWilliams’ question bee (Colgate 
Dental Cream) has the succeeding 
spot, 8-8:30 p.m. NBC attempted a 
| Similar bit of scheduling last sum- 
mer when Bristol-Myers brought in 
‘What's My Name?’ to pinchhit for 
Fred Allen but the protest from 
Lucky Strike (Kay Kyser’s College 
of Musical Knowledge) sufficed to 
force a different arrangement. 

To make listeners really quiz- 
conscious Thursday night NBC has 
interpolated one of its own opposite 
the Jim McWilliams inning. The 
NBC sustainer is tagged ‘Don’t For- 
get’, with Allen Prescott as the ques- 
tion tosser. Odec. 


‘PINNOCHIO’ 


| Transcription 


15 Mins.-Local 


| BLOOMINGDALE DEPT. STORE 


Fairy tale produced on wax by 
Edward Sloman in Hollywood should 
find good reception among. kids. 


| First installment Monday (2) high- 


lighted the value of actors with 
voices comparable to what young- 
sters might expect from the char- 
acters of the story. It moved 
smoothly along, setting the scene for 
the following installment as_ it 
faded. 

Initialer began right from the be- 
Zinning—the building of the puppet, 
and, aided by a narrator and flash- 
back style of presentation skipped 
cuickly on to the doll’s completion. 
Finale had ‘Pinnochio’ breaking away 
from his maker to head toward ‘ad- 
ventures to be fought.’ They prom- 
ise excellent listening for youngsters 
to whom the story of ‘Pinocchio’ is 
fresh in mind 

Bloomingdale is using it for pre- 
Christmas hypo to kid traffie into 
store. 

‘WAYSIDE SINGER’ 

With Ken Loyson, Irene Gedney 
Hymns 

15 Mins.—Local 

Sustaining 

Wed., Fri., 10 a.m. 

WSAY, Rochester, N. Y. 

Ken Loyson’s rich baritone is par- 
ticularly suited to this type of vro- 
gram, and combined with Miss Ged- 
ney’s organ artistry, the effect ranks 
with the best of its type. 

Loyson chooses the best-loved old 
hymns and gives the origin and his- 
tory of each before sinving it. This 
provides the mood and atmosphere 
for the beautiful rendition which he 
vives, 

Theme number, which he sings 
both for opening and close is ‘I Need 
Thee Every Hour.’ After offering to 
sing request favorites, he introduces 
and sings ‘Onward Christian Sol- 
diers.’ ‘Saved by Grace,” ‘My Faith 
Looks Up to Thee’ and ‘God Will 
Take Care of You.’ 

Organ accompanies both songs and 


stories effectively and program 
should build steadily. especially 
among shutins and others 


having 
mid-morning leisure 


\ 
| | 
| 
| 
| 
| 
} 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
1 
| 
| 


center being acted out by two | Oct. 13. | (Continued on page 44) Columbus: Jan Peerce as the tenor, / ))¢ peste 
flakes, only Fels’ aren’t ‘dusty.’ No | Was situ ev and 
y P lot better thought out. Some prog- 


sneezing while washing—just work- 
ing. Scho. 


‘THE REVUERS’ 
With Betty Comden, Judith Tuvim, 
John Frank, Adolph Green, Alvin 


Network Premieres 


WEDNESDAY, OCT. Il 


Fred Waring’s comedy notion of 
jumping abruptly from one excerpt 
to another, as if roaming the radio 
dials, is a cute Chesterfield stunt. 
Answering to the description of | 
‘push-button tuning’ it was a neat 
exploitation twist of familiar prac- 


ress had been made in dusting itsel? 


| off from the go-plunk starter. 


Announcer Dan Seymour is being 
employed as the boy who succeeds 
with ease where O'Keefe (aad in 
this case Vallee) try so hard roman- 
tically. All the boys are ga-ga over 


Hammer ices ‘ st have g 
Satirical Songs HAWAMNAN PINEAPPLE CO., LTD. (Dole Pineapple Juice & | ten a | Mary Martin. ‘That's the motif, A 
CONSOLIDATED EDISON a cute twist on the paiter was Sey- 


Tuesday, 7:30 p.m. 
WEAF (Local), New York 

This is a group of young enter- 
tainers who have been appearing 


WABC-CBS, 8 to 8:30 p.m. Al Pearce and His Gang, with 
N. W. Ayer. 
Hookup, 52 


Gems). 
Billy House, Don Reid, Bill Wright, Carl Hoft’s orchestra. 
Producer, Brad Browne. Originates from Hollywood. 
stations. 

FRIDAY, OCT. 13 


day evening. 

White Owl announcer who steps | 
into the pitching box when Ray- 
mond Gram Swing pauses for breath 


mour signing off with ‘This is the 
Martin—I mean the Columbia Broad- 
casting System.’ 


Franklin Out at KXOK; 


lately at the Radio City Rainbow ; #. 
class supper MUSTEROLE CO. WJZ-NBC, 8:30 to 9 pm. Carson Robison and has considerably modified ‘(and 
previously known as the Vanguard} His Buckaroos. with Bill, John and Pearl Mitchell. Erwin Wasey. | therefore improved) delivery 

Announcer, Jack Costello. Originates from | St¥!e_ since first heard. It is more | Blaine Cornwell fa 


Players and they are of the Roose- 
veltian era of political and topical 
satire set to music. Their spoofs are 


Producer, Gager Wasey. 
New York. Hookup, 55 stations. 
SUNDAY, OCT. 15 


listenable and more registerable in | 
the less ear-jarring manner. 


St. Louis, Oct. 10 
Allen Franklin, program director 


| 

for FOOD & BEVERAGE BROADCASTERS’ ASSOCIATION. (Local WNYC, New York. has consider. | and chief sports gabber for KXOK 
guest dates sponsors). WEAF-NBC, 3 to 3:30 p.m. ‘I Want a Divorce.” Emil | able first rate music due to the WPA | since the Star-Times station began 

This was their radio debut. Ap- Brisacher and Frederick Mayer. Originates from San Francisco. support. Its light classic hour, 4-5 operating more than a year ago, has 
peared on Consolidated’s half-hour,| Hookup, 45 stations. Sunday, is a good case in point. | resigned, effective Sunday (15). Re- 
most pretentious utility program in MONDAY, OCT. 16 ao a ai a ported he may leave town for an 
the U. S. and in no sense a despic- PROCTER & GAMBLE. (Crisco.) WJZ-NBC, Monday through itn “_- = bi hd tor noth. |eastern advertising agency. He was 
able showcase. Friday, 11:15 to 11:30 a.m. ‘The Right to Happiness,’ with Ruth Bailey, | jQ. et ac dite a break for the |bankrolled here by the Hyde Park 

he picketing chorus of Mi Cc ing, it was quite a break for the 

Rendering the p be ignon Schreiber, Seymour Young. ompton Advertising. Producer, tourist ballyhooers of that republic. | Breweries and the Quality Dairy Co 
the Statue of Liberty, pn amie Carl Wester & Co. Originates from Chicago. Hookup, 24 stations. peak isk Blaine Cornwell, veteran program- 
Needle and Grant's Tomb against the PURITY BAKING CO. WABC-CBS, Monday through Friday, 4:45 
World’s Fair is unfair to organized Columbia Workshop's repeat of 
monuments. the whimsy was worth to 5 p.m. ‘Smilin’ Ed McConnell.” Campbell-Mithun, Inc. Originates Archibald MacLeish’s ‘Fall of the | WRC, Washington, is Franklin’s suc- 

a ; ‘Land. from Chicago. Hookup, 18 stations. City’ last Thursday night (28) or- cessor at KXOK. 


a@ lot of smiles. 
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MUSICAL STEELMAKERS | DR. WILLIAM STIDGER 
With Dorothy Anne Crow, Steele With Frank White, Lansing Hatfield + T TION IDEAS oO OlW- P Oommen 
Sisters, Ardenne White, Singing Inspirational 'Z 
Millmen, Betty Brumelow, Caro-| 15 Mins. 4 
lyn Lee, Regina Pulvert, Earl) FLEISCHMANN’S YEAST 
Sommers ' Daily, 11:45 a.m. 2 = . Don Franciseo, president of Lord | iginated from the Los Angeles Me. 
Songs, Band 'WJIZ-NBC, New York The Histerte veaes & Thomas. delivered a half-hour ad-| morial Coliseum and = despite the 
30 Mins. c : (J. Walter Thompson) Washington . dress on and defense of advertising, | hoking-up that was given the pro- 
WESELENG STEEL PROOUCTS Five-a-week quarter hours on a First recording of a_ full days | over NBC blue trom Boston, which} duction this time it proved hivthty 
rene ‘4 church service, but sans scriptural! radio station will be presented to ested, one way or another, in nh Breer § hels direction mode 
(Critchfield) dogma. It concentrates on chin-up| the National Archives at Washing- | profession, For average listener, | It as_ smooth and succinet as wag 
Even though Wheeling has ex- inspirationalism and is delivered in ton by WJSV, Columbia's Washing- | talk was probably too too 
tended its hookup this season to the manner of a professional carrie’ ton outlet. technical. It was ohn the under. 
stations, the impression remains that of glad tidings. Stidger is good at Platters will cover the events of | phrased for reprint use. Francisco, lying U » that people want to be 
Wheeling Steel Corp. is more con- this stuff. He speaks with a warm Thursday (21) from opening an- | gh | erties ) 
cerned with generating employee! voice and he has the range of his jie : ough + | speaker, did not attempt to lighten) erties, allords a timeliness that is 
: P id . : 3 . nouncement at 6 am. through the it with humor or stories, as do some. even greater today than when CBS 
peddling its products through radio. | NS ie il title ‘Getting playing of the Star-Spangled Ban- |} advertising dinner-speakers. Visual | tirst presented the play in 1937. The 
Something is said during the course le ner at the next morning. Opening audience applauded generously at, hoking this time included the use of 
of the half-hour about the Frank White ‘of the special session of Congress | finish, but nowhere else. Francisco's 500 extras, whereas 200 fitured in 
pany’s copperoid pipe, but the time ene a singer in the deep-voiced style and President Roosevelt's neutrality theses were that: freedom ot com the bate ee production, _the ASSLEN- 
devoted to this plug is negligible. | churches that have a budget message to the house and senate petition and and 
In any event, the institutional im- talent. Stidger himself alludes to his were included. Wo micro. 
pact can’t be escaped; particularly | desire to make the daily sermons; Slight mix-up led to a retraction | MSgom of the press to political lib- | , —— 
the contented employee scherz0, and music a ‘quiet hilltop in the| by the CBS transmitter of a pre- pt te advertising hel to make | Fannie Bri d Hant Steg 
While it's several rungs above middle of the day.’ There is a | tn. te hich | annie Brice and Hanley St i- 
good parlor entertainment, the | cgmposed, words and music, by him- | possible mass sales, wi yout whieh ford again used lines Baby 
gram rates early 1930's in production | coir” which may be had for a mere | stated tha renives Officials Nad! there could be no mass production; _Snooks period on ‘Good News’ which 
and technical details. For one thing, | written request (the commercial requested the material. Dises will be | the over-all cost to the consumer | seemed a doubtful propricty f° a 
the orchestra, which is batoned <j pre ely : the unsolicited gift of the broadcast | was the important thing, net what) program and a character appeal ag 
e Earl Sommers, suffers from poor!  Stidser is a good craftsman in his station, it was later explained. percentage of the total went to dis- |so largely to family srown-. ine!) ?- 
mike placement, with the result the jin.” Land tribution costs; advertising which! jng children. Script writers ace 
good balance is lacking most of the! ‘ am . had contributed to reduction of putting into the mouths of piir 
time. Then there’s the practice oi , Housewife Teaser prices in eres asf was very sophisticated cracks near the 
spotting one girl singer after another; IOWA BARN DANCE FROLIC | ashing cheaper and more effective than ever | double meaning line. Fact that 
instead of alternating them with | Hillbilly Rally . ; Washington. before (radio was one of the media | studio audiences lauehs—it did. { 
members of the male vocal con-| One Hour, 45 Mins. Plenty of housewife interest In a| mentioned here); deceptive adver- | heartily, at one of Stafford’s retoris 
tingent. | Multiple Spensors new sag employed by Elinor Lee, | tising, practiced by only a small mi- tg how he happened to be both the 
Among the vocalists on the initial | Saturday, 8 p.m. _WJSV home economist. Radio pots- | nority, was on the decrease. husband of Snooks’ mother and ber 
were 16-| WHO, Des Moines |and-pans expert outlines a_ fairly “father—should not blind program's 
ear-O orothy Anne Crow, whose rell-k i producer or sponsor to fact these 
notes should get her places; the corn pon Bob Emery (WOR, New York? quips sound quite different when 
Steele Sisters, and Betty Brumelow, | snow crow 200 Ww ly continues to display much finesse IN joudspeakered in a small town liv- 
13 years old, who got over nicely | & nd erawits 6508 wateners into the | tial ingredient. Listeners are invited | handling the kids and the questions | ing room with youngsters around 
isy iti Shrine auditorium at 25 cents per'to write in and name the missing|at the Museum of Natural History ic sa? — a 
despite noisy competition from the/ aquit and 10 cents for the juniors. | : 5 | Miss Brice’s tag line on the first 
orchestra. There was also a tenor.| The farmers eat it up; the Saant ) product. every Saturday morning. This pro- | sequence was not too ‘nice’ either. 
Ardenne White, a barbershop quar-| theatre men burn up. Stunt is pepped up by an imagin- | gram_ is, or should be, high on Messing with searching questions 
tet and a male choir. Likewise an} There are four participating ®aTY telephone call, made by ‘The WOR's list of prestige accomplish- | about parenthood, etc., is perhaps alt 
m.¢c., who bills himself as The Old) snonsors, Mantle Lamp, Keystone; Borrowing Housewife’—giving the , ments. It is close to being one Of | wrong for Baby Snooks as a radio 
Timer (John Winchell). His folksy the authentic best among education- | eharacter 
wheeze fits in patly ; = — Murphy Products and Flex-O- | incomplete recipe and begging a type broadcasts that manage also to : 
Glass. WHO collects three ways, neighbor to supply the missing in- 
Described as a special treat for the! wit: from the public, from the ad- | gredient. Program is a mail-puller. jo ar bara oe Columbia’s Central Frvopean ven- 
of the oat vertisers and from artist bureau |” | esentative, Wiliam L. Shirer, head- 
‘olyn . four-year-old | hookings stemming from the bally- er ‘quartered in Berlin is ‘freezing’, 
WHO get. Extend Bleed Donors League Among a score on Nick Kenny's summer clothes 
ow is good lively yodel-yipee R 3) was Estelle | there and needing an overcoat and 
in r ochester, N. Y. frotic last Thursday (9) was Estelle | 
which sings, stomps, fiddles, blow- | Levy, 17-year-old dramatic actress | Muffler. This was an intovesting 
jugs and sentimentalizes itself into| Move to make Al Sigl’s Blood Don-| ‘You Don’t Know How | Sidelight revealed in_an absorbing 
of a ceramic designer in the Wheel-| midwestern favor. If now and then|ors League nationwide starts Oct. 6 Much You Can Suffer’. Gal shows. five-way-talk over CBS_ Saturday 
ing Corp.’s plant. Odec. the talent is dubious, nobody is go-| with half-hour program at 9:30 over possibilities. although her inexperi- | Right between Shirer. Edward R. 
| ing to write any letters to the press |WHAM and 59 outlets of NBC Blue! ence was also evident (over WMCA, | Murrow, in London, Thomas Gran- 
‘HOBBY LOBBY’ | Bet. WTHT, Hartford, and WDAN,|N. Y. 11:30 p.m.) Better to have 
With Dave Elman, Harry Salter’s >) >. — Dansville, both associated with Gan-| chosen an easier tune for herself. in New 
is from the original files of | York, and Albert Warner, in Wash- 
20 Guests Poor Richard’s Almanac, but seem- have taken ington. Reference to lack of warm 
FELS & CO ingly all brand-new to the faithful | S'©PS to form local legions. ‘ame. prepared with some fairly Clothes came while he was recount- 
Sunday, 5 p.m flock. Most of the performers are} Daily 15-minute programs of news | yori Pp - ‘material. but Kenny's ver- |i?¢ a typical day for him as a broad- >. 
WABC-CBS. New York | given homefolksy names like Uncle comment by over WHAM ther marred his guest's Caster. Said he spent five hours at 
(Young & Rubicam) | Upchuck or Little Moe. It’s that inspire volunteers to offer blood for ceariins - a police station seeking a permit to 
Back over a 46-station net for the eer of a show; standard Saturday | transfusions in cases of extreme need ; ee drive a car. Incidentally, he de- 
, mg nig jamboree. where families cannot provide it. clared that the present German cen- 
after lay-| Against the background of Sun- | Volunteers are typed and filed! Mildred Bailey guested on the sorship was less stringent than that 
it obby set Corners, a mythical, ‘typical facilitate speedy action in emer- | Benny Goodman-Camel session Sat- ‘in effect last year at Gotesbury.’” 
basi bef midwestern village,’ this year’s cast)... I d ith: urday night (7). handling two num-! And ‘no German censor has seen 
asic appeal. Now, as before, a nifty | includes some new personalities, in- |2°NC'es. 4esion Is crearted with save |) “neatly. First did ‘Lamp Is Low,’; this sentence!’ 
of wide cluding Happy Hank. Uncle Emory Several lives in Rochester in last} then an original. She was concerned) Like Murrow, Shirer stated that 
Kin hobb llecti ‘| Wheeler, Luther Pruitt. Melody | . lspiritually in a number by the one thing he could not mention on 
Shi | Maids, Aloysius (Corny) Cobb, Sun-| Program Oct. 6 will include talk | Goodman trio, too, it being explained | the air was prevailing weather. 
Is. set Corners choir, Cousin Mildred | by Sig], drama from New York and that it was at one of her parties that 
lead ie the wintee of 1893 reat and the Prairie City square dancers. | address by Dr. Morris Fishbein from | the trio was born. To mark it the Fulton Oursler bowed Dit the 
was a heart-tue in his description | O!4 favorites returning are Louisiana | Chicago. Subsequent action will be |small group played the same num-|{iperty-True Story series on NBC 
of frozen men falling from the ris- | Lou, Williams brothers, Mountain! up to local stations under Sigl’s su-|ber they played then and it came) jast Tuesday with an allusion to the 
ging into the sea | Pete and his Mountaineers. Song- | pervision over. slick labeled ‘Memories of fact that’ Bernarr MacFadden'’s 
Another intarest-holder was. Rill | fellows, Yodeling Jerry Smith, Sun- ; 7 as You? ‘speech on the arms embargo lifting 
Hardy, operator of the ae 90's | Set Corners Symphony, Lem and | Rest of the program was well bal-| wa. rated ‘controversial’ by NBC 
nitery in New York. He collects old | Martha, Wilt Kids, Glen Burklund, | ‘Youth Makes a Record’ anced, band finishing with the sock and so would be delivered later as a 
theatre progrems, Which gave him | Three Little Girls Who Like to Sing, | Seattle. | arrangement of ‘One O’Clock Jump. _sustainer, not a commercial. This 
the idea of paving the road back ee ee ie under di-|, Rhodes five and ten store, current-| 0 /brought up the peculiarity that an 
for of yesteryear. He brought section of uses Steelman of the | ly on KOL Saturday mornings, has Radio City Musie Hall of the Air ps 
with him Blanche Ring, who sang | Sonefetlows’ standing. | added a new twist to the amateur | had something out of the usual run} Dut Can be pariisan for nouns. 
‘Rings On My Fingers’: Eddie Leon- | ongfellows quartet, is outstanding. | last S jay, The difference is just one of the 
ard, who delivered ‘Id F d Jol Other good musical units on the | thing. While the youngsters are do- of musical a a gen rege subtleties of radio vs. censorship 
\show include the Sunset Corners! ing a routine before the mike the| (8) over NBC's blue net when the 
Steele, who uncovered ‘A Pretty | new Eugene Zador opera ‘Columbus’|, Oursler is a glib radio speaker and 
Girl Is Like a Melod:”” each song seer g ony an ountain ete's| studio makes an acetate, and the| J 2° premiered. With the Music Hall |had a good script. It's the sort of 
having contributed to these players’ | anitias tt h i rt | recordings are played back. Disc is | theatre symph orchestra functioning | Copy that the rebuttal side would 
successes years ago. Cortez W. ane Stan | sater given the tryouts as a momento} at its best and with the theatre’s |find artfully interlaced. Liberty 
Peteres, an unknown, whose hobby |of the occasion. Program is labeled, | crack soloists, backed by the Hall's, editor stressed his interview with 
is tap-typing, gave a startling imi son. Jack Kerrigan. Bobby Griffin | ‘Youth Makes a Record.’ mixed choral ensemble, the new | Herbert Hoover which resulted in 
tation of Bill Robinson on a portable | 50M. Jack Kerrigan, | enera came over well the Will Irwin series on foreign 
° and Max Robinson The production | Rhodes is the only store of its price | came € ‘ | : . 
typewriter. Opera starts with court scene in| propaganda. By ‘coincidence’ that 
| is supervised by Harold Fair, WHO | level to use advertising and even this 
_ A slight drawback of this pro- | with tie | confined te Spain when permission to sail west-| very day Roy Howard had popped 
gram in the past was that some of pow, ward in discovery of a new land is|an interview on the same subject 
the hobbyists’ needed too much of a | Stan Wid aa és ge eee d y | —--- handed Christopher Columbus. From | with Hoover. 
word-picture for their respective in- = a ad. | One fer Potate Growers there the production traces the voy- Science 
terests. This broadcast, however, mere ave, the becalmed seas. lack of sup- M Martin—Oh, Mr. Vallee, f 
was free of that and it moved at a Rochester, N. Y lies . tinv and final sighting ary Martin—‘Oh, ' ' 
El 1 t k David Sarnoff one of the outside plies, near-mutiny an inal SISNhting used to be on your program , 
ppy_ pace. man 1s a plenty oKay WHAM’s f rover of land. Bulk of opera as done for | d 
speakers at annual convocation of s morning farm program | ?! po Rudy Vallee—‘So did I. 
questioner, no gush and appealing. | > at air takes place aboard the ‘Santa 
He also delivers the commercials | the University of the State of New by A. Maria’ the 
of the Empire State Potato Club with — on e obviously much-tishtens 
fore and aft, the one spotted in the | York in Chancellors Hall, Albany, Robert Weede. in baritone role of Walter O’Keefe program for Rinso i 
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Q. What were the leading C.A.B. evening network 
programs in 1930? 
See ‘Evening Leaders,’ pages 92-98. 
? Q. What was the highest C.A.B. rating of a net- 
work commercial ? 
See ‘C.A.B. Special Events Ratings,’ page 105. 
Q. What program type appeals most to the ‘A’ 
income group? | 
See ‘Program Type Preference by Income 
Classes,’ pages 110-116. 
Q. Who was NBC's biggest advertiser in 1938? 
CBS’? Mutual’s? 
See ‘Money; Network Client Revenue,’ pages 
170-180. 
O. Which of Young & Rubicam’s clients use net- 
work programs? 
See ‘Advertising Agencies,’ page 247. 
QO. What were the popular songs of 1930? 
See ‘Popular Songs,’ page 255. 
at Q. Was ‘Abe Lincoln in Hlinois’ broadcast on the 
network ? 
See ‘Play Adaptations,’ pages 254-262. 
QO. How many network shows were sponsored by 
General Foods in 1937-39? 
See ‘Network Commercials,’ page 473. 
Q. What is the total number of U. S. commercial 
stations? Non-commercial? | 
For immediate delivery order See ‘Stations,’ page 569. 
your copy of the Radio Directory Q. Who is the editor of the Harrisburg Evening 
. News? What type of material does he prefer? 
today from one of the offices or See ‘Radio Editors,’ page 1015. | 
stores listed below. Q. Who have been Guy Lombardo’s sponsors? * 
Kay Kyser’s? Phil Spitalny’s? Dick Him- 
ber’s? 
See ‘Professional Records,’ pages 1028-1346. 
These questions indicate the multiplicity of trade 
$5 Per ( | Opy subjects thoroughly covered in the 1939-40 
Variety Radio Directory 
NEW YORK 
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154 W. 46th St. HOLLYWOOD 
CHICAGO 
VARIETY BRENTANO’S BOOK STORES VARIETY ' VARIETY RADIO DIRECTORY 
54 W. Randolph St. 586 Fifth Ave. 1708 No. Vine St. 154 West 46th Street, New York 
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Its Stock 


Washington, Oct. 10. 


Slowly rising earnings and hope of | 
| registration document. Before leav- 


substantial business through leasing 
of equipment and sales of paper were 
reflected last week in application of | 
Finch Telecommunications Inc. for 
permission from the Securities & 
Exchange Commission to peddle 87.- | 
500 shares of $1 par common stock | 
to raise money for research and bol- | 
ster the financial structure. First 
move in many months to let the pub- 
lic in on wireless system of record 
communication, 
Papers showed the company, | 
which values its assets at $181,997, 
had a deficit in the nine months 
ended Dec. 31, 1938, of $5,941, but the | 
ledger showed a net profit of $1,818 
at the end of the first eight months | 
of this year. Rise in gross sales but | 
dip in gross operating income in the | 
Sanuary-August period this year. | 
The SEC was told that the paper 
—part of authorized issue of 276,100 | 
shares of which 143,600 are out | 
standing—will be offered to the pub- | 
lic at $5 a copy through Distributors | 
Group. Inc., with employees other | 
than William G. H. Finch allowed to | 
grab 2.500 shtres at $4. With the| 
syndicate assured discounts and): 
commission of $87,500, the company ; 
would net $350,000 from the market- | 
ing operation, 
Hearst Payment 

Payment of $73,500 to Finch by. 


Finch Facsimile Fun 


| 
5.E.C. Gets the Story — Firm Seeks to Sell Public: 


| sidiary receives exclusive rights in | 


‘other government agencies as prac- 


| the outstanding securities are owned | 


|showed William G. H. Finch with | 


New Red-Face 


led 

| 

ces Revealed 

| 4 New York man-about-town 

(journalistic) recently quizzed 

the director of a radio program 

at some length and with his 

usual frankness about the 

chances of dating up the pro- 
gram’s good looking ingenue, 

A week later he heard the di- 

rector was married to the 

ingenue. 


Securities 


Hearst Radio, Inc., for rights to use , 
his equipment was revealed in the | 


ing the Hearst organization, Finch | 
negotiated an agreement under | 
which the California publisher's sub- | 


with 41,644 or 29°, and their daugh- 
ter, Eloise, with 25,130 or 17.5° 
Only other insider with any stock in 
all cities where he has newspapers. | his possession is Frank R. Brick, Jr., 
So far, Finch has received $60,000, |0f New York, vice-president and di- | 
with the remaining $13,500 due on) rector, who accounts for 3,590 shares. | 
Mav 1. 1940 Contract with the company assured 
“The statement noted the system) Finch a salary of $15,000 annually | 
has been recognized by the FCC and | afier the offering is sold, although | 
; jhe has not been compensated so far. | 
ticable in many fields of communi-| The inventor sold the corporation | 
cation, Although many of the chan- $19,044 worth of equipment and ad- | 
nels assigned for facsimile service | Vanced $18,350 in cash, having $25,- | 
can be used only experimentally, | 757 due him now. | 
no restriction against commercial Financial statements revealed the | 
operation on the higher stripes. | include $12,628 worth 
Company is perfecting a portable | Paratus and equipment, 916,253 in | 
sending and receiving device which | cash, and patents valued at $152,559. | 
| 


it hopes to peddle, and should de- | Current liabilities are only $10,367. 
velop a steady income from the sale | Gross sales for the eight-month pe- | 


of special kind of paper required | Tiod ended Aug. 31 were $35,652, | 
for reception, it was said. Noted | with gross operating income of 
that 19 stations are now licensed | $19,585. 


to use the apparatus, with Interna-| Other officers are V. C. Stanley, 
tional Siandard Electrie Corp. a Newton Upper Falls, Mass., di- 
subsidiary of International Tele- | 'ector; Fred M. Link, New York, di- 
phone & Telegraph, holding a non- | Tector; W. Carroll Munro, Hunting- 
exclusive license covering all foreign | ton. L. I, director; Alfred Gross, New 
countries. |York, treasurer; and Frederic 

All but a microscopic fraction of Scofield, New York, secretary. 


World, Signed by AFRA, 


by the Finch family. Breakdown 


73,236 shares of 51%; his wife, Elsie, | 


Faces Demand It Hire | 


Wednesday, 
8 P.M., 


9 P.M., 


DOLE PINEA 


and His 


NEW 


Gang 


TONIGHT 


Repeat 


C.B.S. 


Coast to Coast 


Sponsored by 
HAWAIIAN PINEAPPLE CO., LTD. 


Packers of 


an 


DOLE PINEAPPLE GEMS 


Petrillo Announcers 


Chicago, Oct. 10. 
James C. Petrillo has sent a wire! 
to the World Broadcasting System 
here stating that in the future an- 
nouncers who are members of Chi- 


cago Federation of Musicians would 
have to be used. However, World is 
continuing to use American Federa- 
tion of Radio Artists announcers, | 
| with Petrillo having taken no steps | 
to enforce his rule. 

At time Petrillo took in an- 
nouncers he signatured only Colum- 
bia network and station workers | 
here as a move, he then stated, was 
‘to kill off threatened organization 
by CIO.’ 


COLLEGES PERSNICKITY 
ABOUT SPONSORSHIP 


St. Louis. Oct. 10. | 

With exceptions of KWK and WIL, | 
all stations in St. Louis are earnestly 
searching for bankrollers for mid- | 
west varsity football broadcasts. 
Were it not for an edict of Missouri 
and Illinois colleges that nix ciggie. | 


be sitting pretty. There’s the rub. 
Hyde Park Brewing Co. has all 
other sports programs but baseball | 
play-by-play on all local stations 
sewed up through Ruthrauff & Ryan 
and would bankroll football if it 
could. | 
For the third consecutive year the 
Industrial Bank is sponsoring all 
games broadcast by WIL. KWK 
started the season without a bank- 
rolier but snared the Ford Dealers | 
of Greater St. Louis for the balance | 
| of the season, after the first week. | 


Oct. 1th 
E.S.T. 


'Dinty Doyle Off Hearst, 
| Tom Brooks Carries On| 


Dinty Doyle, who resigned last 
week as radio columnist for the! 
N. Y. Journal-American and other 
Hearst papers, may join a New York | 
advertising agency on the radio end | 
in a few weeks. First he’s going to | 
the Coast on private business, wag 

| 


ing originally from San Francisco. 

Tom Brooks, radio editor, mean- | 
time has taken over the column, 
starting Monday (9). 


Haydn Evans Off WNAX 


Chicago, Oct. 10. 

Haydn Evans is no longer with 
WNAX, Yankton, South Dakota. He 
has been replaced as commercial 
manager by Phil Hoffman, formerly 
with WSYR, Syracuse, and before 
that with IOWA network which op- 
erates WNAX. 

Evans is in Chicago. 


PPLE JUICE 


Jack Dalton, cowboy ballad sp- 
cialist, with WJSV, Washington. 


|; summer. The latter died after playing tennis 


beer and liquor sponsors all wows | six months’ severance pay when he left. 


Inside Stufl—Radio 


While ASCAP officials last week concerned themselves almost exclu. 
sively with their 25th anniversary music festival, the copyright committee 
of the National Association of Broadcasters met Thursday (5) in New 
York and approved the forms of organizational agreements and certificates 
which are to be filed this week in behalf of Broadcast Music, Inc., with the 
secretary of state at Albany and the Securities & Exchange Commission. 
Through Broadcast Music the NAB proposes to set up its own reservoir 
of musical material, and to finance the project it will sell $300,000 worth 
of stock to its membership. 

CBS counsel declared last week that its officials named in warrants 
issued by a justice of the peace in Missoula, Mont., in connection with an 
anti-ASCAP coup had not waived extradition but had merely advised 
Montana authorities by letter that they refused to waive their legal rights 
and would not voluntarily yield to extradition. 

By making this formal declaration the network officials helped Montana 
authorities round out certain legal processes required in extradition pro- 
ceedings and also saved themselves from service of the warrants, charging 
conspiracy, through the N. Y. police. ASCAP officials refused to sign 
such declaration on the ground that it would be silly for them to waive 
any sort of legal right since they might later want to bring suit for 
malicious prosecution against not only the Montana justice of peace but 
Ed Craney, of KGIR, Butte, and A. J. Mosby, of KGVO, Missoula, who are 
alteged to have instigated the conspiracy action. Service of the warrants 
on the ASCAPers was stopped by Mayor Fiorella LaGuardia the week 
before last. 

A new programming setup is being attempted with a dramatic serial 
being readied for auditioning by Authors & Artists agency. Instead of 
being in five 15-minute stanzas, the series is split into two 30-minute and 
one 15-minute chapter. Longer sessions will be aired Mondays and Fri- 
days, with the shorter bit used as a ‘continuity bridge’ Wednesday. Idea 
of the long program twice a week is that 15 minutes is too brief a time 
to offer a satisfactory dramatic episode. 

Series, tabbed ‘Amesport,’ features Bill Adams as narrator. Norman 
White, of Authors & Artists, is producing and collaborating with Charles 
O. Locke on the writing. 

Gayle Grubb, WKY, Oklahoma City, manager, began his 15th consecu- 
tive year of football broadcasting by handling the color accounts for the 
Nebraska-Oklahoma game last Saturday (7) at Evanston, III. 


Belated back-down by the FCC last week partly lifted the eight-month 
curse on programs of the Los Angeles Samaritan Institute, boiling-out 
place for indiscreet imbibers. In granting renewal ticket to KMPC, 
Beverly Hills, the Commish last January referred with expression of dis- 
approval to the programs sponsored by this booze cure establishment. 

A modification last week erased any implied charge that the Los 
Angeles venture was not on the up and up. Regulators still stick by their 
suspicion that some of the reformatories in other cities have employed 
unlicensed practitioners of medicine and that various patients ‘have suf- 
fered serious physical consequences.’ 

H. V. Kaltenborn, on a lecture date at the time in Louisville, had CBS 
feed him, a separate pickup of Hitler’s speech of last Friday (6) because 
the local Columbia outlet, WHAS, was having its broadcast interrupted 
by the translations of a local German instructor. Kaltenborn, who was 
scheduled to come in on the network afterwards with a commentary on 
the address, wanted to listen to the Fuehrer’s words without interruption. 
Hitler’s speech, relayed from Riverhead, N. Y., via shortwave, was re- 
ceived by WHAS and piped to a private office where Kaltenborn was 
seated. 

‘Howie Wing’ serial is continuing in Canada, Newfoundland, New Zea- 
land and Australia with a Canadian writer. Its American fate is uncertain, 
following the tragic death of its author, Capt. William Moore, during the 
Had a heart attack in his 
auto. Son tried to use Boy Scout first aid, but Moore died in 18 minutes. 
He left four children. 

George McGarrett, who left Lord & Thomas recently, is doing a spell 
of relaxing in White Sulphur Springs prior to his next connection, Mce- 
rarrett’s departure from the agency was because a radio staff and set-up 
plau he thought indispensable was sidetracked, 


Two Columbia Broadcasting insiders unloaded some of the web stock 
in their names during August, Securities & Exchange Commission re- 
vealed last week. Leon Levy peddled 238 shares of the Class B, still ac- 
counting for 43,267 while Meff Runyon dumped 500 of the A paper still 
having 846. 


Wayne Randall, former head of the NBC press department, was given 


q 


as Niagara Falls is 
Buffalo's best attraction, so 
Station WEBR is Buffalo's 
Best Bet for Advertisers 
who want maximum cover- 
age at minimum costl 
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We BELIEVE it’s real news, when this fall fourteen more 
experienced and canny advertising buyers like these 
jein the Blue Network's ever increasing list of clients: 


Adam Hats (fight broadcasts on Fridays) 10:00 PM to finish 
9:45 — 10:00 PM Sunday 
&:00 — 8:30 PM Tuesday 
&:00 — 8:30 PM Monday 
9:15 — 9:30 PM Sunday 


Colgate Shave Cream 

General Foods (Jell-O Pudding) 
Groves (Bromo Quinine) 
Jergen’s (Woodbury Soap) 
Lewis Howe (Tums) 8:30 — 9:00 PM Wednesday 
Modern Food (Thrive Dog Food) 5:00 — 5:15 PM Sunday 
Musterole 8:30 — 9:00 PM Friday 
Pepsodent (Toothpaste) 7:30 — 8:00 PM Sunday 
Ralston Cereal 5:45 — 6:00 PM Mon. thru Fri. 
Sherwin-Williams (Paints) 5:30 — 6:00 PM Sunday 
Ward Baking Co. (Bread and Cake) 8:50 — 9:00 PM Thursday 


Warner (Sloan's Liniment) 8:30 — 9:00 PM Saturday 


Standard Brands (Fleischmann’s Yeast) 
11:45 — Noon Mon. thru Fri. 


We believe they share our conviction that this network 
is 1939°s most economical advertising investment. 
That's due, of course, to the famous Blue Discount 
Plan... which enables advertisers to “go National” on 
a truly modest budget. 
By the way, there are still good evening time periods 


open on the Blue! 


IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT September 22, KVOD, 
Denver, commenced operation on 630 ke. — one of the best 
frequencies on the dial — which means greatly improved 
Blue Network coverage in this very productive market. 


NATIONAL BROADCASTING COMPANY 


*FLASH! As we go to press Philip Morris Cigarettes adds a 
Blue Show to its radio campaign! More details later. 


A RADIO CORPORATION OF AMERICA SERVICE 
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APPLYING CODE HARDER THAN 
CASH CUSTOMER VS. GUEST THE RUB 


Coughlin Camp Fights to Pisunes N.A.B. Forcing |sontie If the code as it now stands 
Him Off Paid Time—Many Viewpoints Expressed | ment, I predict we shall see an 
by Groups and Individuals 


Actual steps recently taken to 
apply and enforce the self-regulation 
code of the National Association of 
Broadcasters has stirred up all sorts 
of repercussions around the coun- 
try, but it seems safe to say most 
of the agitation pivots around Father 
Charles 
crusader. Since he has a consider- 
able following, several printed 
mouthpieces, notably Social Justice, 
and since the threatened loss of his 
present paid time privileges also 
threatens radio stations with loss of 
revenue, the issue is not easily clari- 
fied. 

Despite every effort to be as dis- 


creet as possible, to refrain from) 
everybody realizes | 
NAB measure primarily | 
concerns and is essentially directed | 
the anti- | 


naming names, 


that the 


at the priest who took 
semitie issue into the parlors of 
America through the loudspeakers. 
Coughlin has persistently disclaimed 
anti-semitic intentions, but there is 
little doubt the talks he made on 
the Jewish question in view of hap- 
penings 
radio industry in general and large 


se7ments of the leadership of Amer- | 


ica. 

Although the NAB through its 
code hos been inspired to ‘control’. 
what many regard as ‘abuses’ of " 


free speech, the opposition to the)! 
enforcement of the NAB code has. 


raised the question of ‘censorship.’ 
These persons say that there should 
be no abridgement of the right of 
Coughlin, or anybody else, to say 
what he pleases, subject only to the 
laws of slander. Some broadcasters 
reply this is hardly the sort of pro- 
tection against litigation or license 
revocation that the industry needs. 


The latter point out that when | 


speakers stir up racial or religious 
feelings over the air, or in any other 
way threaten the cracking down of 
retaliation, discipline or legal ac- 
tion, it is the station that carried 


the talk, not the talker, who must | 


bear the brunt. 


NAB Points with Pride 
Washington, Oct. 9. 
Series of complimentary remarks 
by crusaders in various fields last 


4 


PIONEER 
RADIO 
STATION 


Radio station WWJ was not 
only the first station in Amer- 
ica, but it has maintained its 
position as the first station in 
listener interest in Detroit since 
it was established,—a fact 
proven by every survey that 
has ever been made! 


(Com ned and Operated by % 


2 The Detrou News 


National Representatives 


Geo. P. Hollingbery Co. 


New York, Chicago, Son Francisco, Atlonte 


Coughlin, the Michigan radio | 


in Europe frightened the, 


week were radio's comeback at 
critics of the new NAB code. Net- 
tled by complaints the document is 
weasel-worded, the trade group de- 
cided to blow its own horn and focus 
attention on the many commenda- 
tions. 
| More than a dozen back-slappers 
'were quoted in the reply to such 
yelpers as the National Committee 
‘for Education by Radio. The praisers 
included such politically potent out- 
' fits as the National Council of Catho- 
lic Men, Federal Council of 
Churches, Civil Liberties Union, 
|General Federation of Women's 
‘Clubs, National Education Associ- 
ation, and the Boy Scouts. Approval 
also has been given, NAB said, by 
outstanding individuals and adver- 
tising executives. 

Reprint of applause came while 
disappointment was 
‘privately over the Code Committee’s 
failure earlier in the week to name 
names in ruling Father Coughlin, 
Judge Rutherford, and such spielers 
off paid time. While in many quar- 
ters there was agreement that the 
pact interpreters were wise in avoid- 
ing personalities, some _ industry 
lleaders felt it was a mistake not to 
be outspoken. Value of the action 
was undermined, some thought, by 
the nice-nice way in which it was 
announced, although it was observed 
with pleasure that the Associated 
|Press, quoting Ed Kirby, made it 
| apparent to the general public the 
‘objective of the interpretations. 

The first draft of the Committee 
statement had mentioned the indi- 
viduals who were affected, but be- 
fore breaking up for the day the 
crowd decided to use the blue pencil. 
| Feeling that any remark which 
would give an excuse for discrim- 
‘ination charges would be unwise. 


On Borrowed Time 
Detroit, Oct. 10. 

National Association of Broadcast- 
ers ban on paid-time controversial 
subjects, adopted last week in Wash- 
ington, won't affect Father Charles 
E. Coughlin’s Sunday afternoon pro- 
grams for some time, due to fact 
most of station contracts won't ex- 
pire until 1940. Code doesn’t apply | 
to already-contracted broadcasts. 

Although Coughlin refused 
|ecomment on the N.A.B. action, be- 
| cause ‘my attorneys are studying the 
ruling,’ it was learned from officials 
at WJR here, originating station for | 
| priest’s talks, that several of Cough- 
| lin’s contracts with stations expire 
| Oct. 31. However, it is believed 
| that, by the time the majority of 
contracts expire, Congress will have 
| decided the nation’s neutrality policy 


thereby possibly eliminate 
necessity for priest to go off air, 
since N.A.B. ruling is understood | 


to be aimed at this controversial is- 
| sue principally. 
| Leo Fitzpatrick, g.m. of WJR here, 
said priest’s contract with WJR had 
two or three months to run and that 
‘under the code, existing contracts 
will be recognized but not renewed.’ 
In a recent issue of Social Justice, 
priest's magazine, it was siated that 
Coughlin had attended preliminary 
N.A.B. hearings on the code and that 
a movement was afoot to ‘drive Fr. 
Coughlin from the air.’ 

Meanwhile, John F. Patt, general 


manager of WJR’s sister, WGAR, 
Cleveland, blasted the new code as 
a step in the ‘direction of censor- 
ship and abridgement of free 


speech.’ Patt telegraphed the com- 
| mittee that the move ‘goes beyond 
| mere self-regulation into the realm 
'of strangulation, stagnation and cen- 


being voiced | 


| organization known as the ‘Christian 


s to hold without reasonable amend- 


emasculation of private enterprise in 
broadcasting with a solar plexis 
blow to freedom in this country and 
an invitation for further govern- 
ment regulation.’ 

Rev. Walton E. Cole, who com- 
plained to F.C.C. recently after WJR 
refused to air his ‘anti-Coughlin’ 
speech, hailed N.A.B. action § as 
‘eminently fair.” He said he in- 
tended to continue his broadcasts 
throughout the country ‘along non- 
controversial subjects with ‘Preserve 
the American Way of Life’ as the 
basic theme.’ 


Jesuit College’s View 
St. Louis, Oct. 10. 

WEW, operated by the St. Louis 
University, a Jesuit college, and a 
member of NAB, will continue to 
broadcast the Sunday addresses of 
Rev. Charles E. Coughlin, despite 
the ruling of the code committee of 
the association which presumably 
will result in banning him from more 
than 400 stations in this country, if 
the ruling is enforced. That edict 
was issued last week by Rev. Wallace 
A. Burk, S.J., supervisor of the St. 
Louis University station. 

From St. Mary’s Hospital, where 
he is convalescing from a major op- 
eration, Father Burk said, ‘The com- 
mittee’s ruling establishes a most 
dangerous precedent. It eliminates 
free speech on the _ radio, and 
is but one step removed from ban- 
ning free speech in newspapers.’ 


Picket Colonial Web 
Boston, Oct. 10. 
About 50 pickets representing an 


Front’ paraded in front of the Coio- 
nial network building here Sunday 
afternoon in protest against N.A.B. 
ruling affecting Father Coughlin’s 
commercials. Placards and portable 
radio sets blaring Father Coughlin’s 
voice added color to an otherwise 
uneventful demonstration. 

An official communique issued by 
station WAAB informed the picket- 


ers that a renewal of the radio 
priests contract was being nego- 
tiated. 


Civil Liberties Angle 
The Civil Liberties Union rallied 


to | has been wiped out by the pact. 


| stated: ‘What Mr. Patt really means 


behind broadcasters and answered | 
kicks of John F. Patt, WJR, Detroit, 
who wired a protest that free speech 


Through Arthur Garfield Hays, Mor- | 
ris Ernst, and Quincy Howe, it was 


is that the profit has been taken out 
of free speech since hereafter Father | 
Coughlin or anybody else under the 
rules of the new code cannot pur- 
chase time for the discussion of pub- 
lic issues,’ the trio shot back. ‘This 
is wholly in the interest of free 
speech since it puts everybody on 
the basis of equality and puts peo- 
| ple without money on precisely the 
| same footing as people with it. The | 
new code corrects a situation so ob- 

viously unfair to free speech as to | 
commend itself to every reasonable 
person.’ 


HOT POTATO 


Quebec, Oct. 10 
French-Canadian Quebec where! 
conscription (city and _ province | 
both) has become a political issue, 
is protesting the Dominion govern- 
ment’s ruling that no stump speeches 
may be picked up. Only political 
talks that may go on the air are 
| those from radio studios where the 
manuscript has been submitted in 
advance. 
French-Canadian situation is a hot 
|; potato for the Ottawa authorities. 
| By calling the rule ‘censorship’ and 
cracking that the government has 
more authority over radio than Hit- 
ler in Germany the administration 


— been forced to defend the rule 
,as a mild precaution. Latter points 
‘by way of contrast to the stringent 

| ban of all politics whatsoever in 

' Great Britain during the war. 


Jack Kerrigan, singing announcer 
‘for WHO, Des Moines, has a new 


| secretary. 


RCA-NBC Television 


(New York Area) 


Thursday, Oct. 12 
2:30—Bob King, ventriloquist. 


2:45—Film serial, ‘The Lost 
Jungle.’ 

3:05—Film, ‘Blue Coal.’ 
3:15-3:30—Richard Kent, the 


traveling chef. 
8:30-9:30—Jane Eyre,’ by Helen 
Jerome, with Margaret Curtis, 


Dennis Hoey, Effie Shannon, 
Ruth Matteson, Carl Harbord, 
etc. 


Friday, Oct, 13 
8:30-9:30—June Loraine, mimic; 
Marjorie Entero and Philippe 
Borgia, dancers; Ramon Armen- 
god, Mexican singer, and a film 
commemorating 50th Anniver- 
sary of Edison's invention of 
motion pictures. 
Saturday, Oct. 14 
2:00-4:30 — Football—C.C.N.Y. 
vs. Scranton. 


CENSORSHIP 
CONFERENCE 
INN. 


National Council on Freedom 
From Censorship will hold a two- 
day conference on civil liberties dur- 
ing the coming week-end, Oct. 13-14, 
at the Hotel Biltmore, N. Y. Sat- 
urday morning session will include 
a round table on radio censorship. 
Quincy Howe will preside. 

Among those expected around the 
oval are Morris Ernst, Sidney Kaye, 
Elmer Rice, Frank Nugent, Arthur 
DeBra, Elmer Davis, and others. 

Banquet Friday night will be ad- 
dressed by Atty. Gen. Frank Murphy 
and Senator Robert F. Wagner. 


SYRACUSE SURPRISE 


Unexpectedly Gets 100-Watter— 
Some ‘Mystery’ About It 
Syracuse, Oct. 10. 
Considerable mystery still veils 
the announcement that the FCC has 
granted a construction permit for a 
third Syracuse radio outlet, known 
officially as Civic Broadcasting Corp. 
Both WFBL and WSYR had fought 
the application when it was first 
presented a year ago, at the same 
time that another outfit known as 
Sentinel Broadcasting Corp. also 
made a bid for a license. The hear- 
ings continued for several weeks, 
following which the FCC examiner 
filed his report, recommending that 
both applications be denied. The two 
existing outlets thought it was all 
over. Announcement that the com- 
mission had overruled the examiner, 
at least so far as Civic Broadcasting 
Corp.’s application is concerned, ap- 
parently caught them by surprise. 
Officers of the new outlet are 


listed as T. Sherman Marshall, an 
, engineer, as president and general 
manager; Lawrence Sovik, the attor- 


ney who handled the application, as 
treasurer, and George Hughes as 
The latter is a radio tech- 


nician. Sovik has announced that 


| the station, a 100-watter operating 


on 1,500 kilos, has already selected 
the site for its transmitter. Call let- 
ters are still to be assigned and a 
studio location to be secured. 

Sitting in at the time the civic 
hearing was in progress were rep- 
resentatives of stations in Rutland, 
Vt., Waterbury, Worcester, and New 
London, Conn., and Woodside, 
Brooklyn, and Kingston, N. Y. They 
offered no active opposition, how- 
ever. 


| Fredericka Millet Back 


To Birthday Ball Job 


Fredericka Millet, upon the con- 
clusion of the New York World’s 
Fair of which she has been women’s 
radio director, will return to the 
President’s Birthday Ball committee 
in New York headquarters. 

She will be national radio director, 
her third year at the campaign head- 
quarters, and second with the title 
which Bob Berger once filled. 


WHOLESALE TONSILS 
Oklahoma City, Oct. 10. 
James Cox, newly appointed press 
chief for WKY here, is out of the 
hospital following a tonsil snatching. 
Amanda Prochnau of the WKY 
commercial department also under- 


program for Vicks. 


went tonsiillectomy. 


“TEST-TUBE” 


CITY! 


Get a representative 
reaction by trying 
out your advertising 
formula here: 
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PAYNE STRIKES 


ve 
1g 


Commissioner Lays Down 
Principle That May Vastly 
Affect Whole Procedure of 
Obtaining Station Licenses 
—He Condemns Those 
Who ‘Intervene’ in Spirit 
of Mischief 


D. C. REACTION 


Washington, Oct. 10. 
Wave of indignation is still sweep- | 
Washington radio lawyers 
following analysis of a new vital 
interpretation which tends 10 
pay woy existing licensees from op- 
posing more competition in its serv- 
ie areca. mixed reaction. 
though, with barristers conceding | 
that some benefits will flow from the 
position taken by Commissioner | 
George Henry Payne on matter of 
iniervention. 

Bad news for many operators was | 
ta the decision that WDBO, Orlando. | 
Florida, cannot offer evidence 
avainsi Hozelwood, seeking 
papeis for a new 1 kw transmitter | 
using 1380 ke. Payne’s precedent 
setter down stringent eligibility | 
requirements for the whole indus- 
wy. 

Under the reasoning expounded in 
the Orlanco matter, hearings wil! 
be opened up only when the Com- 
mish feels there is likely to be a 
contribution of pertinent data which 
could not be brought out in any | 
ciher fushion. Declaring that no in- 
dividual except the applicant has 
any incontiovertible legal righi to 
paiticipste, Payne held that it is 
imperative to reduce cost of pro- 
ceedings and expedite decisions. 
Besi way of accomplishing these ob- 
jectives, he maintained, is by keep- 
ing the number of parties to mini- 
mum, 

The Orlando ruling suggested that 
# multiplicity of proceedings may 
follow, however, and the barristers 
fear that total volume of litigation 
is lisble to mount, rather than de- 
crease, wiih disappointed _ ticket- 
holders rushing into court in frantic 
atiempis to keep out rivals. Fur- 
ther, the opinion conveyed a hint 
successive rehearings and re- 
consiceraiions may result. 

Favors Applicant 

As for as the applicant 
cerned, gains a very significant 
Bans over every other indivic- 
the only obligation w1!! 
precuce testimony On points 
by the Commish, political in- | 
may become more valuable 
vital than ever. For the issues 

set down by the Commish will de- 
termine what type of evidence must | 
be supplied. Implication is that only 
the Commish is equipped to bring | 
’ out fund: mentel facts, with the in- 
legriiy of everyone else subily ques- 
tioned. 
The re ds 
Caused ¢ 
the 


ing over 


is con- 
be te 
raised 
fluence 


nice 


ane 


one other angle that has 
ble comment among 
Probable conse- 


interpretation, 1 


“DAYS 


msiders 
legal 


ayvne’s 


quence of F 


ewes cast her shadows. 
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ULING FAVORS NEWCOMERS 


is felt, will be an improvement in 
the calibre of Jaw work, something 


that leaders of the bar privately 
concede is needed. More careful 
pleadings by persons wanting to 


block grants to others, with more 
thorough preparation of cases, must 


result. That would be a blessing for 
the whole industry, in many re- 
spects, because it would contribute 


toward clarification of the statute. 
Danger lies in the fact that Payne 
noted refusal to enlarge the issues 
and permit intervention at the out- 
set is not necessarily a positive bar- 
rier to individuals wanting to fight 
applications. If the permit-seeker 
meets the points raised by the Com- 


| mish, there still is a chance to throw 


out the application 
down for discussion 
on other matters, 

The 


by setting it 
a second time 
he explained. 

ruling is consistent with the 
legalistic philosophy in the 


FCC. 
made in several cases now 
the Court of Appeals that competi- | 


before 


Harmonizes with contention | dilatory maneuvers, 
cized the bar, 
Commish experience in recent years 


Payne criti- 


with statement that 


tion is the primary goal and eco- | ‘clearly demonstrated that the par- 


nomic injury is not sufficient reason 
for turning down newcomers. Un- 
less the Commish itself wonders | 


ticipation of parties other than the 


| applicant in broadcast proceedings 


in a great many cases resulted in 


whether there is economic justifica- | unnecessarily long delays and ex- 
tion for a new station, the proposi- | pense to both the Commission and | 
applicants without any compensat- | 


tion would be difficult to lay be- 
fore the regulators. To this extent, 
barristers saw in the opinion a stub- 
born determination to get around 
recent finding of the court in the 
WMEX case, where Justice Justin 
Miller held there is an obligation to 
protect the existing enterprises. 
Stalling Is Bad 

Remarks about the injustice of 
stalling, a notorious offense in the 
past, drew general agreement from 
the lawyers, even though they feel 
it occasionally is necessary in pro- 
tecting clients’ 


Commission through the 


interests to employ | 


ing public benefit. He 
provingly of tactics of intervenors, 
saying that often their only func- 
tion ‘was to impede the progress of 
the hearing, increase the size of the 
record, confuse the issues, and pile 
up costs to the applicant and to the 
introduc- 
tion of cumulative evidence, unnec- 
essary cross-examination, dilatory 
motions, requests for oral argument, 
and other devices designed to pre- 
vent expeditious disposal of Com- 
mission business.’ 


spoke re- | 


GAS CO. TAKES 
WEEKLY 


San Francisco, Oct. 10. 
Some 14 hours of radio time a 
week are being sponsored by the 


Pacific Gas & Electric Co. over KYA 
here, with the utilities company 
bankrolling the station’s ‘Evening 
Concert’ of recorded music nightly 
from 8 to 10 p.m. Institutional copy 
will be used on the broadcasts. 

McCann Erickson agency handles 
the P. G. & E. account, contract for 
which was signed by William Shea, 
| KYA account exec. 


* 
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could buy it... but don't. 


It’s the people who do buy your product 
that make sales ... not the people who 


It’s the people who do hear your program 
that are important ... not the people 
who could listen to it... but don’t. 


It takes listeners to make coverage. 


It takes coverage to make sales. 


It takes sales to make profits. 


That's why the Blue Ribbon List of Amer- 
ican Advertisers find it profitable to use 
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Washington, Oct. 10. 


Considerable resentment is ex- 
pressed here about implications in 
Fortune magazine recen‘ yarn con- 
cerning the Armstrong frequency 
modulation system. FCC personal- 
ities are irritated by implications 
that the government agency in 
conspiracy with equipment makers, 
the patent-holders, and the broad- | 
casting industry to retard technologi- | 
eal progress. Daily press stories 
playing up this angle, hinting that 
the FCC is holding back the new sys- 
tem to protect huge rrivate invest- 
ments in the standard broadcast 
band, raised the temperature of 
Federal officials. 

The Armstrong system has re- 
ceived sympathetic consideration at 
the hands of the government, ac- 
cording to individuals who have kept 
a close watch on the Major’s theory 
and know the history of moves to 
facilitate development of the prin- 
ciple. 


is 


eral experts regard the frequency 
modulation idea with yreat optimism. 
Hope it will prove feasible and can 
be perfected in an economic manner 
60 that new parts of the spectrum 


FCC Deplores Hint It Collaborates 
In Retarding Technical Advance 


Undisputed fact that certain Fed- 


« mn be opened up. There is tradi- , 


tional engineering caution, of course, 
with a feeling that research so far 
has not proved beyond all doubt that 
the system will do everything its 
sponsors claim. 

Several years ago room was pro- 
vided in the spectrum for frequency 
modulation experiments, chiefly to 


J7 THE WISE BUY 


COLUMBUS, OHIO 


JOHN BLAIR &CO.,Representative 


WATTS DAY 


1000 WATTS NIGHT. 


_ceivers (and reluctance of the public 


| facilitate 
was recalled. 


Armstrong’s research, it 
Even though he was 
reluctant to give much info as to his 
plan of experimentation, the rules 
made effective in September, 1936, 
earmarked four ribbons exclusively 
for this sort of operation, while eight 
others were available for either fre- 
quency or amplitude modulation. 
Army-Navy Protested 

At that time, a violent argument 
preceded the agreement to permit 
such experimentation. When the 
part of the spectrum running from 
30,000 to 300,000 ke was being par- 
celed out for various uses, the army 
and navy resisted tying up such wide 
ribbons as the Armstrong plan re- 
‘quires. (Each channel used for fre- 
quency modulation is 200 ke wide— | 
equivalent of 20 stripes in the regu- 


| bocker Broadcasting Co., Inc., 


lar broadcast band.) 

Greater concessions were made | 
when the newest set of rules w 
promulgated this summer. 
ribbons—-four between 26,300 and | 

26,900 ke, five between 42,600 and | 

43,400 ke, and four between 117,190) 

a 117,910 kc—are reserved ex- 
elusively for such research, while 
feequenecy modulation is possible on 
any ribbon over 300,000 except those 
from 400,000 to 401,000 ke, 

Natural obstacles, rather than gov- 
ernment conspiracy, are the chief 
reason why greater use has not been 
made of the Armstrong system, some 
experts remark. Suc as _ present 
high cost of equipment, lack of re- 


io sink huge sums in sets while their 
present standard equipment is still 
useful) and incomplete knowledge 


| charging, among other 


about some of the characteristics of 
such a system of operation are cited 
as stumbling blocks that must be 
overcome. 

There is a possibility that fre- | 
quency modulation can be perfected | 
to the point where it will make pos- 
sible installation of hundreds of sta- 
tidas and supplying deficiencies in 
service, it is admitted, but there is 
still the question whether the coun- 
try could support a vast number of 
commercial plants. And the inter- 
ference problems have not been 
solved. For automobiles, diathermy 
machines, electric shavers, etc., can 
make as much racket in the upper 
reaches as they do between 550 and 
1,600 ke. 

Further evidence the FCC is not 
applying brake 
license record. So far more than 
half-dozen researchers have received 


In addition, nu- 
merous engineering documents urge 
more experimentation in this field, 
holding out the hope the idea will 
solve congestion problems, 


WENY Readies for Nov. 1 
Elmira, N. ¥., Oct. 10, 

Station WENY, associated with El- 
mira Star-Gazette, is slated to open 
Nov. 
watts nights. 

Studios are in Mark Twain Hotel 
along with those of WESG, daytime 


1,000-watter operated by the same | Wright, Polly Taylor and Josephine 


newspaper with transmitter at Cor- 
nell University. 


New York 


SHAVING CREAM. 


Thursday, October 12 


NO TIME LOST 


I wish to extend my sincere thanks to the J. 
B. WILLIAMS Co. for a very pleasant and 
prosperous’ seventy-eight 


WEAF every Thursday night for GLIDER 


* FINAL PROGRAM (GLIDER) 


* NEW PROGRAM ALSODENT) 
Thursday, October 19, WEAF (11-11:15 P.M.) 


Still Follow Bing Crosby 


Also Appearing Nightly As Follows: 


ST. GEORGE HOTEL, Bklyn. 
MAMMY’S CHICKEN FARM, 52d St., New = 11:00 P.M, to 4 A.M, 


(Talk To Me!!! 


HOWARD 


Exclusive Management: 
EDWARD RILEY, 1560 Broadway. 


Oct. 11, 1939. 


week run over 


. WEAF (11-11:15 P.M.) 


NO TIME CHANGE 


—5:30 P.M. to 7:30 P.M. 


to progress is the | 
| station, 
week, Charles 
| papers, all without even having to go | 
| through heaiings. 


originated 
1 with 250 watts days and 100'| 


Subject to Alteration 


European maps, gazeteers, 
military almanacs of all kinds 
have become in the last few 
weeks the hottest thing in give- 
aways and prizes by local radio 
stations. Some stations are sell- 
ing the data to the public. 

Most of the compilations are 
flimsies, it being considered bad 
judgment to invest in flossy 
printing jobs on anything as 
transitory as the maps or facts 
of Europe. 


Court Kayoes WMCA, 
Insurance Policy 
Counsellors’ Defenses 


Supreme Court Justice Peter 
Schmuck in N. Y. yesterday (Tues.) 
dismissed the five affirmative de- 
fenses submitted by the Knicker- 
in the 
$550,000 damage suit for libel by the 
Metropolitan Life Insurance Co. 
against the controllers of WMCA, 
Morris and Sam Siegel, and Donald 


Besdine, doing business as the Policy 
ow Holders Aid and Adjustment Bureau. 


of action 
things, that 
the insurance companies used high 
pressure tactics, oversold, over- 
charged, and sold the wrong type of 
insurance. 

The defenses which were found 
insufficient in law by the judge, pro- 
claimed the truth of the statements, 
and called the matter, ‘of public in- 


The suit has 22 causes 


terest.’ 


KSFD Auditions By 
Line From Los Angeles 


San Diego, Oct. 10. 
Dissatisfied with local talent, KFSD 
auditioned NBC staffers via remote 
control in seeking mikeman to re- 
place Dan Bowers who shifted to 
KGB. Auditions held at web’s Holly- 
wood headquarters were piped 125 
;miles to San Diego for pleasure of 
| Sam Lipsett, outlet’s manager. 
Candidates sifted out will 
here for personal interviews. 
Dan Bowers’ weekly sports review, 
sponsored by Wings, moves from 
KFSD to KGB this week. 
Bowers, staff KFSD spieler, goes 
over to KGB full-time with switch. 


Deadwyler at WCOS 


| C., Oct. 36: 

H. A. Deadwyler has been named 
manager of WCOS, new Columbia 
which went on the air last 
A. Thoman is assistant 
and plant engineer, J. W. 
commercial manager, and 
W. Wright, program direc- 


come 


manager 
McIver, 
Sterling 
tor. 

Outlet is on 1.370 k.c. and operates 
at 250 watts days and 100 watts 
nights. 


WKY Sat. Serenades 


Oklahoma City, Oct. 10, 
Fourth series of musical programs 
by WKY here for NBC 
airing is a new Saturday shot tagged 
‘Southwestern Serenade.’ 
On the show are Marty Hall 
vocalist and instrumentalists 


as 
Ken 


Alves, playing organ and twin pianos. 


WCOL PROMOTIONS 


Columbus, Oct. 10. 
Neil Adam Smith, for past nine 


‘months assistant manager of WCOL, 


has been named manager. 
Jack Welch, formerly with WBLK, 
Clarksburg, W. Va., has joined the 


WCOL staff as special events an- 
!nouncer. Announcer John Feld will 
be in charge of musical and dra- 


matic productions over WCOL this 


fall. 


Walter Stewart’s Neck 


Memphis, Oct. 10. 

Walter Stewart, sports editor for 
The Commercial Appeal and former 
boxing writer for The New York 
World-Telegram, now has a 15-min- 
ute football forecast program on 
WMC each Thursday 
‘sponsorship of Goldcrest Becr. 
| Billed ‘Stewart Sticks His Neck 
, Out,’ the session gives scribe’s pre- 
‘dictions on the big games of the 
week. His first whirl at radio. 


| KITE, Kansas City, has added Al 
-Hendershot and the Dixie Ramblers, 
hill-billy quartet from WCSH, 
Charleston, W. Va. 


| Waldon Porterfield, 
KFRU as. seriptwriter. newscaster 
and dramatie artist. joins the news 
bureau staff of WHO, Des Moines. 


formerly at 


Government Stations 
Sell Time to Politicians 


Montreal, Oct. 10. 

Further cutting into revenues of 
private broadcasters government 
stations are now selling time for 
provincial political talks. Under- 
standing some time ago was that the 
government stations would set aside 
a few hours weekly for Federal elec- 
tion campaign only, allotting time on 
basis of importance of opposing 
parties. 


In official statement issued some 
time ago dealing with use of air for 
election purposes the government 
stations proposed to keep out of pro- 
vincial field. 


Station Ideas 


Continued from page 38 


adding $100,000 to $200,000 to income , 
of potato growers of area this fall. | 
Station teams with State Department | 
of Agriculture and Markets in airing | 
latest upstate prices. This puts | 
farmers wise to increases that often | 
they would not have known about 
until after they had sold to truckers 
in closer touch with the market. 
Prices to farmers this year rose from 
30 cents to $1 a bushel, at least part 
of the boost credited to wider dis- | 
semination of price information. 

Program runs six days a week at 
7:30 a. m. and will continue as year | 
round service. Written by Tom Mur- | 
ray on information given by State 
Market Department, Home Econom- 
ics and Agriculture schools of Cornell 
University and Farm Bureau agents 
throughout the area. Aired by Art 
Kelly. 


‘Wife Savers’ 
Denver. 
To boost its ‘Lady, Lend an Ear’ 


‘Wife Savers’ of 32 pages and cover. 
There are about 300 ‘Wife Savers,’ 
which consist of paragraphs on how 


They have been culled from the 
thousands sent in by listeners from 
nearly a dozen states. 


Demand for them is heavy. 


HOLLAND JOINS NBC 


St. Louis, Oct. 10. 
Gerald Holland, who authored 
‘The Land We Live In’ series, aired 


Co. of Missouri, has inked a contract 
to do special scripting for NBC in 
New York. 

‘The Land We Live In’ 
which dramatized historical events 
in St. Louis and environs, ran for 60 
weeks over a period of three years. 


to do things easier around the home. | 


NBC Transcription Division Has 
New ‘Orthacoustic’ Technique 


NBC has adopted a new method 
for recording and reproducing tran- 
scriptions. It’s described as the 
‘RCA-NBC Orthacousti- Recording 
System,’ which pre-emphasizes the 
higher frequencies. 


The new system, according to 
NBC, stems from the kKCA-NBC de- 
velopment of television in the trans- 
mission of sound in ultra-high fre- 
quencies. The network claims that 
the orthacoustie setup will provide a 
new high fidelity quality in repro- 
duction, less distortion in high fre- 
quencies, less surface noise of back- 
ground, natural reproduction of 


| speech and greater tone fidelity in 


| 


program, KLZ has issued a book of | 


over KMOX for the Union Electric | 


series, 


| reproduction of music. 


The station 
won't have to add any extra equip- 
ment except a filter which can be 


, made by any studio e--gineer, says 


NBC. 


HUNT SITE FOR NEW 
NBC FRISCO STUDIO 


San Francisco, Oct. 10. 

Site for a new $500,000 studio for 
NBC is being sought by Don Gil- 
man, western division chief, and Al 
Nelson, now ensconced as KPO-KGO 
manager, Both are looking over 
downton sites. 

NBC has been quartered in the 
111 Sutter street building for the past 


| 12 years and the main studio is the 


oldest in use on the chain. Equip- 
ment is frayed and chain heads have 
okayed Gilman’s recommendation for 
a plant oftheir own. 


KAY 
THOMPSON 


and her Rhythm Singers 
for ETHYL 


with ANDRE KOSTELANETZ 
and TONY MARTIN 
CBS Every Monday, 8-8:30 P.M., EST 
Management 
WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY 
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DON’T 
PALMOLIVE'S 


STARKING 
BESS JOHNSON 
By Adelaide Marston 


Dedicated to the women of America. 
The story of a woman who must 
choose between love and the career 
of raising other women’s children. 


MISS 


USE 


WABC-CBS—10:30-10:45 A.M. E.S.T. 
78 Stations Coast-to-Coast 
WOR—4:30-4:45 P.M. E.S.T. 

Monday Through Friday 


Direction BENTON & BOWLES, Inc. 
Management ED WOLF, RKO BUILDING, New York 


‘ 
night under | 


To KATE SMITH 


A Great Artist 


To TED COLLINS 
A Great Captain 


ARTHUR COHEN 


Mews Tailor 
642 Viltth Avenue, New York City 
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From the Production Centers 
IN NEW YORK... 


Tom Luckenbill, radio contact on the Lux account at J. Walter Thomp- 
gon, will take himself a bride Nov. 18. She’s Julia Culbertson, a Washing- 
ton Junior Leaguer, whose father was formerly U. S. minister to Roumania 
....Benjamin R. Potts, of the N. W. Ayer scripting staff, is lecturing on 
the subject at the Ballard School....Grace Beneke, of J. Walter Thompson, 
has been moved up from secretary to Cal Swanson to his assistant on 
stage and screen contacting for the Lux Soap account....Waite Hoyt is 
doubling for Gordon Baking from WABC, N. Y., to WGY, Schenectady, 


where on Saturday nights (7:30-8) the ex-Yankee pitcher is doing a sports 
resume between disc music. N. E. Ayer is the agency....Ted Cott’s ‘So 
You Think You Know Music’ (Roger White-produced) restored to CBS 
after tentative cancellation week before....H. V. Kaltenborn part of 
Columbia film exploitation stunt for ‘Mr. Smith Goes to Washington.’ 

Betty Nord, 19, singer at KMOX, St. Louis, to town for single date on 
Tommy Riggs show. .. .Bob Evans peddling ‘Five Minutes from Broad- 
way’ idea with Dorothy Killgallen. . . .probably radio’s first salesman with 
a press agent is Phil Lord’s Bernard Shubert. .. .Lou Frankel is telling 
eds about him... 

Hal Davis resumes his ‘Spotlighter’ program on CBS Sunday mornings 
next week (15) 8:45-9 a.m.:...Ken Sisson becomes band director at Shea’s 
theatre, Buffalo, Oct. 20. He had musical direetor spot for Canada’s CBC 
last year....King Sisters almost joined Al Pearce-Dole Pineapple show 
which debuts tonight (Wednesday). Dough squabble nixed....Larry Clin- 
ton band renewed for another 13 with Sensation Ciggies....Bea Wain re- 
newed with Lucky Strike. Miss Wain replaced Helen Carroll with Merry 
Macs on Fred Allen program last week for one date...WNEW conduct- 
ing survey of its listening audience in New Jersey towns to go with 
its application to FCC for permit for directional transmitter. Will 
allow station to remain on its daily power of 5,000 watts at night.... 
Gertrude Warner of WTIC, Hartford, on ‘Valiant Lady’ and ‘Myrt and 
Marge’... .Mutual’s ‘Name Three’ will air for Revelation Tobacco in place 
of Dunhill ciggies when it shifts to Tuesdays, Nov. 14. Some company 
makes both....Raymond Gram Swing’s novel, ‘How War Came,’ hits stands 
next Monday (16)....‘Lutheran Hour’ on Mutual picks up 14 more outlets 
Oct. 29. Makes 59 all told....Lucille Manners will chairwoman Radio 
Committee Christmas Seal Fund this year....WOR defers New York Giants 
pro football game to WABC when it takes Brooklyn Dodgers-Green Bay 
Packers game Nov. 19 instead....WNYC aired platters of each ASCAP 
festival at Carnegie Hall, N. Y., all last week....Merry Macs leave Lucky 
Strike Hit Parade Oct. 28, returning to George Jessel’s Vitalis show re- 
placing the Stardusters....Benay Venuta signed for Brandt theatre circuit 
starting Oct. 20....Mildred Bailey may stay with the Camel show on 
which she did a guester Saturday (7). 


IN HOLLYWOOD... 


Carl Stanton taking a berth in New York as Lord & Thomas contact on 
American Tobacco account so Dave Taylor takes over his production duties 
under Tom McAvity....Charlie Vanda going for a midwinter cruise in the 


Caribbean....Ray Wilson, ex-Variety, cooking up the scripts for ‘Gateway | 


to Hollywood’....Ken Barton, ex-Richfield Reporter, now hawking the 
news on KFWB....Lou Forbes took up the baton on NBC’s participater, 
‘I Want a Divorce’....Don Prindle, Monroe Upton and Art Phillips dishing 
up gags for Al Pearce....Bing Crosby does his ‘Star Maker’ broadcast on 
Lux Oct. 23....Elliott Lewis won Silver Theatre audition for male lead 


opposite Loretta Young....Cliff Thorsness,.- KNX sound-effecter, tried to | 


put too much realism in a chair-breaking scene for ‘Big Town’ and conked 
himself for a three-stitch job....Ivan Ditmars and Dorothy Cordray split- 
ting a half hour on the late KNX shift. He is an ivory specialist and she 
warbles. 

Tom McKnight and Edith Meiser in town to get their ‘Sherlock Holmes’ 
series rolling. He produces and she writes the gumshoer for Bromo Qui- 
nine..,.Chet LaRoche picked up a cold enroute from N. Y. and spent a 
couple of days in bed....Bing Crosby called in photogs to snap him read- 
ing ‘Howe to Make Money Singing’....the second million....The guy who 
bobs in and out of Jack Benny’s programs when doors slam is Harry 
Baldwin, his secretary. Carries an AFRA card, too....Jack Samways. 
NBC page, joined sales staff at KTMS, Santa Barbara....Carl Stanton in 


New York to weigh an offer from Lord & Thomas to stay east as account | 


contact. If he takes it Tom McAvity will have to get a new director for 
the Bob Hope Pepsodent show....Ray Wilson, one-time VARIETY mugg., | 
here to script Jesse Lasky'’s ‘Gateway to Hollywood’....Herbert Marshall 


gets Charles Bover'’s spot on Woodbury Playhouse and draws Madeleine 
Carroll as vis-a-vis on Oct. 4 opener....Beatrice Hagen, former choice of 
L.A. radio editors as Miss Coast Radio, reported seriously injured when 
run down by a cab in Memphis....Radio team of Tim (Ryan) and Irene 
«(Noblette) splitting professionally. He'll turn to writing while the missus 
continues to cut comedy capers on the lanes.. 
pound albacore and won fishing boat pool. Jack Runyon had the next 
best catch....Herb Rosenthal here to put a little fire under Columbia 
Management biz....Lynn McManus’ frau kayoed by the heat....Edward 
Everett Horton on the Texaco show, Coast end, Oct. 18....Barbara Jo 
Allen (Vera Vague) makes her fourth appearance on Chase & Sanborn 
Oct. §....NBC launching ambitious air plans for Dame May Whitty and 
Gloria Franklin, film femmes. 


“TURN IT OFF —IT SOUNDS LIKE FUN” 


All New York women don't go for day-long talks 
and script shows—not by a borough-full. Take for 
instance the thousands who daily set their dials for 
the WHN Houseparty—every morning at 10:30, 


Active buying women like Johnnie Prentiss’s chatty 
informality and novelty songs along with the popu- 
lar recordings of the day. Check up now about 
participating sponsorship. 


NEW YORK 
DIAL 1010 


..Tom Buchanan landed 60- | 


_Artists last week began negotiations | 


| 3RD WICHITA STATION 
| 


Meves in From Abilene With 30 
Employees Around Xmas 


| Path is cleared for Station KFBI, 
Abilene, owned and operated by the 
Farmers & Bankers Insurance Co. 
| of Wichita, to be moved here. KFH 
has withdrawn its appeal from the 
| decision of the Federal Communica- 
tions Commission to allow the sta- 
tion to be moved here. 


released by Don D. Davis. 


| 

| 

| 

Wichita, Kan., Oct. 10. | 
| 

| 

| no real hot news. 

stunts, but no real news. 
VARIETY has already muffed— 


to Wichita will now be made about 
Christmas time, according to Kay 
Pyle, manager. In addition to Pyle 
approximately 30 other employees 
| will move to Wichita. Station will 
| be located in the Farmers & Bank- 
| ers Bldg. 

Farmers and Bankers own all the 
| stock of the broadcasting company 
| with the exception of five qualifying 
| shares. Company bought the station, 
_one of the oldest in Kansas and! 
| which was formerly located at Mil- 
| ford, in 1932. The station was then 
moved to Abilene with an additional 


key. 


Series. 


chauffeur) which was 


side-line, Travelux, Ltd., 
ticket. 


worth? 


Squawk From Don 


Kansas City, Oct. 10. 


A report on the recent activities of Don D. Davis of WHB has been 
It reads as follows: 

Don D. Davis, the man who came to dinner and stayed for break- 
fast, has been squandering two bits for Variety for weeks and finding 
Stories about ASCAP, about the war in Europe, 
about Artie Shaw, about national accounts, Cincinnati exploitation 
Nothing about Don D. Davis of WHB. 


The move of the 5,000-watt station | The story about Don D. Davis losing his baggage on the train from 
| Washington, recovering his tuxedo pants but not his Phi Beta Kappa 


The story about the big parade of kids in baseball uniforms which 
Mouse Straight, newly appointed sales and stunt manager of WHB 
(appointed by Don D. Davis) let loose with sandwich signs in rhyme 
(Don D. Davis, poet) announcing that WHB would carry the World’s 


The story of the unveiling of WHB’s new mobile unit (Don D. Davis, 
recently baptized as ‘WHB’s Magic Carpet 
amidst scenes of unsurpassed gaiety (Don D. Davis, bartender). 

The story of the triumphant withdrawal of Don D. Davis from his 
the steamship agency that never sold a 


When is Variety going to start giving Don D. Davis his two bits 


; Studio at Salina. 

| Its broadcasting time is approxi- 
| mately from 8 a. m. to 9:30 p. m. as 
| it shares time with KNX, Los An- | 
-geles. It has no network connec- 
' tions. 

Removal of the station will make 
‘three stations here, KFI, KFH and 


| KANS. 
Neal Fruit Farm and Northeastern 


| 
Ruth Spaeth Returns 
Cleveland, Oct. 10. 
Ruth Spaeth, off the air for half a 
year, is back at WGAR with a new 
five-a-week program guaranteed by 
four sponsors for the pext 14 weeks. 
Former home economics editor of 
Cleveland News is readopting radio 
monicker of Ruth Miriam Welles. 
Backers of her participant are 
Saphire Flour, Kellogg’s All-Bran, 


Oshkosh Execs on Ist 
Program With Olson 


Milwaukee, Oct. 10. 
John Olson, WTMJ 
has new three-a-week series for his 
‘Rhythm’ Rascals.” New sponsor 
Oshkosh B’Gosh, Inc. (overalls). 
Earl Wyman and Charles Wittmack, 
top execs of the company appeared 
as guests on getaway. 
Ruthrauff & Ryan, Chicago. han- 
dling the account. 


announcer, 


' women’s style notes and household 
hints, with Dave Baylor introducing. 


Mexico City, Oct. 10. 2 
Pirate radio stations have gotten in 
the hair of the Mexican government 
/and the Mexican pic industry. Clan- 
,destine stations, bought by some | 
‘warring governments, are spouting | 
propaganda that is highly embar- 
rassing to neutral Mexico, and one | 
-undercover station periodically | 
‘squirts insults against Mexican pic | 
| players and directors. 
Much is being done to locate these | 
| stations—G-men and cops waited all | 
/night in a local cemetery to catch | 
|}operators of heavily pro-German | 
broadcasts, but only caught colds. | 
|Etherers continue to elude arrest. | 
| Warning is given by the ministry | 
!of communications and public works, | 
in charge of air affairs in Mexico, | 
that if war propaganda broadcasters 
|don't quit they will be deported, be- | 
‘sides being heavily fined, if and 
when they are caught. 


BIG TWO-HOUR SHOW 
ON TEXAS NETWORK 


| San Antonio, Oct. 10. 
‘Biggest’ radio show ever produced 
|in the Southwest is now open to the 
public from 10 p.m. until midnight 
every Saturday night in the Will 
Rogers Memorial Auditorium in Fort 
Worth, Texas. Program is fed to the | 
Texas State Network. 

Two ful] hours make it the most 
ambitious continuous production job | 
ever attempted in Texas radio his- 
tory, and its cast of more than 75 
musicians, actors and technicians 
make it by far the largest. 

Seeking one sponsor, or several. 


AFRA-NBC Talking 


Radio 


@ The soldiers on the front 


line trenches in the battle for 


American Federation of 
| with NBC for the announcers and 
other staff men at the network's 
| managed and operated stations. Con- 
fabs are only in the preliminary | 
stages so far and are expected to 
take several months. | 


sales in the Colorado Springs- 
Southern Colorado sector 


have found their most pow- 


{| Understood the union figures on ; 
‘leaving until later the matter of _ erful weapon in KVOR. For 


fees and working conditions for in- 
cidental performers at the network 
outlets, since such classifications are 
minority. Scales for such 
|groups would be negotiated and 
filled in later. No discussions with 
CBS will be held for the present. 

Howard Price at WCAE | 
Pittsburgh, Oct. 10. 


KVOR is distinctly the home 


station of the area. Every 


in @ 
civic,cultural, educational and 


religious interest finds ex- 


pression in its programming. 


Network centers were sur- 


Howard Price, singer, has re- 
‘iurned te artist staff at WCAE, prised when Variety’s award 
where he got his radio start sev- 


|eral years ago. He'll be on a num- 
| ber of sustaining shows with an eye 
to a commercial build-up. Last year Be 
, Price was with WOR, New York. 

| Newcomer to WCAE is Chet Smith, 
sports editor of Press, now sponsored 
by Ford Motor Dealers. u 


OWNED ‘AND 


REPRESENTED NATIONALLY BY 


FROM THE HOME FRONT 


for outstanding community 
exploitation went to KVOR 
in 1938. Southern Colorado 
listeners took the honor as an 
official confirmation of their 
own rating for the station. 
Sponsors saw in this designa- 
tion the reason for the highly 
gratifying manner in which 
KVOR handles sales jobs. 


KVOR 


Colorado Springs 


1.000 Watts- Aftiliate—Full Time 
OPERATED BY THE OKLAHOMA PUBLISHING 


THE Katz: A6eNcy, Inc. 
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WAR SPOILS 
SHORT WAVE 


New Orleans, Oct. 10. 


Washington, Oct. 10. 
Towa: Tuice-jump for WSUT. Towa City, tentatively auth- 


orized last week in a proposed finding by the Commish to the 
effect that the requested increase would not involve a ‘sub- 
stantial’ increase of interference to outside transmitters. 

Action was taken over the howls of WLS-WENR, time- 
sharers of Chicago. With WSUI going from 1 kw days, 500 


Part of South America, South 
Africa and the Belgian Congo is 
virtually all that is left of this na, | 
wide world for the lonesome ‘ham’ 
operators. The war in Europe has 
cut off most of the air wave corre- 
spondence between amateur radio 
operators, who had regular, and in 
many cases, intimate friendship with 
European residents via short wave. 

Mrs. Margaret Bornemann, New 
Orleans’ only woman operating a 
licensed amateur station, complains, 
for example, that war regulations 
interfered with her talking with her 
mother-in-law with whom she had 
regular chats between New Orleans 
and Holland before the war broke 
out. 

Since Cuban stations are off the 
air along with Canadian hams, South 
Africa and the Belgian Congo is all 
that is left. And the biggest lament 
is that most of the American ama- 
teurs can’t talk congo, or what ever 
they speak down there. 

So most of them are contenting 
themselves with listening to ordi- 
nary long wave programs of music 
and comedians. 
ming. 


LAWS SUMMARIZED 


Statutes Affecting Radio Listed by 
Labor Office 


Washington, Oct. 10. 

Comprehensive summary of laws 
affecting rights of radio, record, and 
television talent in numerous foreign 
countries has just been completed by 
the International Labor Office, par- 
tially supported by the Federal Gov- 
ernment. Four-chapter volume, in- 
cluding report of committee of ex- 
perts who considered international 
agreement setting forth performers’ 
rights, covers Argentina, Belgium, 
Czechoslovakia, Finland, France, 
Germany, Great Britain, Hungary, 
Italy, Japan, Latvia, Mexico. Nor- 
way, Poland, Portugal, Switzerland, 
U. S., and Uruguay. 


Copies (60c.) at the I.L.O. Wash-/ a: 


ington Branch, 734 Jackson Place. 


Save-the-Baby Syrup 
On Six in Northeast 


Schenectady, N. Y., Oct. 10. 

Six stations, WGY, Schenectady, 
WTIC, Hartford, Conn.; WNBF, Bing- 
hamton; WHEC, Rochester; WSYR, 
Syracuse, and WNBX, Springfield, 
Vt., will be used this season by 
William W. Lee & Co. (‘Save-the- 
Baby,’ cough remedy) for 15-minute 
platters featuring songs and chatter 
by Bradley Kincaid. WGY and 
WTIC get one block weekly at night, 
starting Oct. 17. WHEC will air three 
morning programs weekly; WSYR 
and WNBX, two at noon weekly; 
WNBF, one at noon. 

Schedule will run from 13 to 26 
weeks. Leighton & Nelson is the 
agency. 


‘Revival Hour’ Hot 


Waterbury, Conn., Oct. 10. 
‘Old Fashioned Revival Hour’ with | 
Charles E. Fuller, fed to the east | 
from the Pacific Coast via Mutual | 
Sunday nights is hot around here. 
When show went MBS commercially 
WATR wasn’t included in network, 
but group of Waterburians got to- 
gether enough to pay for transcrip- 
tion of previous week’s program. 
WATER response has been so heavy 
that station has been included in new 
season’s money schedule. 


Union Praises Callahan 


Boston, Oct. 10. 

Vincent F. Callahan, new assistant 
manager for NBC in New England, 
received a scroll setting forth a cita- 
tion from the musicians union of 
New Orleans, where he managed 
WWL before coming to Boston two 
weeks ago. 

‘Officers of Local 147 hereby ex- 
tend heartfelt regrets at the termina- 
tion of your tenure of office. We 
say, honestly and whole-heartedly, 
that if all employers were repre- 
sented by men like yourself there 
would be no labor strife’—is the 
exact citation conferred upon Cal- 


And is that slum-! J. Lee, one share: Arthur Baldwin, one share; A. 


watts nights, to 5 kw days, 1 kw nights, from 9,500 to 67.174 
WILS-WENR listeners would be adversely affected, stations 
argued. This loss, however, would be from an estimated total 
of 10,000,000 people served by the two stations, it was pointed 


| out, and use of a directional antenna by WSUI will extend 


interference-free service to 11,500 additional WLS-WENR 


listeners. 
Station. licensed to the State University of Iowa, will keep 


its present frequency of 880 ke but requests installation of 
new equipment, a day-and-night antenna and permission to 
move locally. Only stiff opposition encountered was from the 
Chicago stations which occupy the neighboring 870 ke ribbon, 

WSUI was represented by Horace L. Lohnes, while A. , 
Ashby, P. J. Hennessey, Henry Ladner and John J. Hurley 
appeared on behalf of WENR. 

Nebraska: New station for Fremont received preliminary 
go-ahead signal through a proposed finding that need exists 
in the locality for a local transmitter. Almost a year after 
hearings were held on the application, Commish decided that 
interference to KFGQ, Boone, Ia., and to a new station under 
construction at Fort Dodge, Ia., would be outweighed by 
benefits to the population in the vicinity of Fremont. Ap- 
proximately 7,000 listeners will be deprived of daytime ser- 
vice from KFGQ, while 8.480 persons reside in the area served 
by the Fort Dodge station which will be affected by con- 
struction of the Nebraska station. The Fremont transmitter, 
however, will bring primary service to an estimated 153,659 
persons daytimes, and 20,193 at night. Purely local service 
proposed by applicant is needed in the area, Commish de- 
cided. Five stockholders were found capable of financing the 
proposed $6,075 Station. 

Nebraska Broadcasting Corp., applicant, has a capital stock 
of 250 shares, with a par value of $100. As of the date of 
hearing, only 17 shares had been issued but each of the five 
stockholders is signed up for 15 additional shares. Assets of 
the corporation were listed at $750 cash and $950 prepaid 
expenses. 

Present stockholders are C. C, Marshall, one share; Earl 
Sidner, 
five shares, and Clark Standiford, nine shares. Marshall is 
president of the corporation, Standiford, v. p., and Sidner 


secretary and treasurer. 


Applicant requesting 1370 ke with 100 watts nights, 250 
watts days was represented by Frank Stollenwerck. 

New York: Proposed local service for Syracuse won out in 

scrap with two existing transmitters heavily loaded with 
network programs. AppPlication of Civic Broadcasting Corp. 
for a new station to be operated on 1500 ke with 100 watts 
was approved by Commish, mainly because of network activi- 
ties of the two respondents. Application was heard with re- 
quests of Sentinel Broadcasting Corp., Salina, and Pittsburgh 
Radio Supply House of Greensburg, Pa.—both asking assign- 
ments on 620 ke. Commish decision, however, was not made 
concurrent with the other requests because the Syracuse ap- 
plication involved ‘questions not related’ to the Salina and 
Pittsburgh pleas. 

Respondents, WSYR and WFBL, were shown to carry from 
45.5 to 64.8 network programs. Applicant proposes to operate 
a purely local service. No problems of Interference involved 
in the operation of the proposed transmitter. 

Financial statement of the applicant Corporation, as of 
October last year, showed a net worth of $24,190. Cash on 
hand amounted to $25,199 and _ liabilities consisted of notes 
payable in the sum of $1,000. 


Officers and directors of the corporation—which has an 


authorized capitalization of $25,000, comprising 250 shares of 


$100 par value stock— are: Thomas S. Marshall, president, 
general manager and director, who owns 120 shares; Law- 
rence Sovik, treasurer and director, 70 shares, and George E. 
Hughes, director. Estimated cost of the equipment is $13,085 
and operating expenses of the station expected to be $3,170 
monthly. Monthly income, predicated on agreements executed 
with approximately 45 Syracuse business concerns, estimated 
3.322. 

Arthur W. Scharfeld appeared for applicant. 

New York: Request for renewal of papers for WESG, Cor- 
nell University, New York, reconsidered and set aside last 
week because of recent Commish okay for a change of fre- 
quency for the transmitter. Station no longer needs permis- 
sion to operate on 1040 ke (daytimes, sharing with KTHS, 
Hot Springs, Ark.), or renewal of its more recent special 
authorization to use 80 k: (days with WWL, New Orleans). 
New tickets will be for operation ‘upon a regular basis’ on 
the 850 ke ribbon until local sunset at New Orleans, Original 
power of 1 kw will be retained, 


MINOR DECISIONS 


Alabama: WMSD, Muscle Shoals City, make changes in 
equipment and increase power from 100 to 250 watts. 

Alabama: WBHP, Wilton Harvey Pollard, Huntsville, 
present license further extended on a temporary basis to Nov. 
1, subject to Commish action on pending renewal application. 

Alaska: KFQD, Anchorage, and KGBU, Alaska Radio & 
Service Co., Inc., Ketchikan, present licenses further extended 
on a temporary basis only to Nov. 1, pending determination 
on renewal applications. 

Arkansas: KFPW, Southwestern Hotel Co., Fort Smith, 
move transmitter site, install new equipment and change 
frequency from 1210 to 1370 ke, boost power from 100 to 250 
watts; KBTM, Regional Broadcasting Co., Jonesboro, install 
new equipment and increase time and power from days only 
with 100 waits to 100 watts nights, 500 days. 

California: KSAN, San Francisco, make changes in equip- 
ment and boost power from 100 to 250 watts; KFRC, Don 
Lee Broadcasting System, San Francisco, increase night 
power from 1 to 5 kw, move transmitter site locally. 

California: KTRB, Thomas R. MceTammany and William 
H. Bates, Jr., Modesto, granted renewal of license to Feb. 1. 

Florida: WTMC, John T. Alsop, Jr., Ocala, granted volun- 
tary assignment of license to Ocala Broadcasting Co., Inc.; 
Fort Meyers Broadcasting Co., Fort Meyers, new station to 
be operated on 1210 ke with 100 watts nights, 250 watts days. 

Georgia: Cordele Dispatch Publishing Co., Inc., Cordele, 
new station to be operated on 1500 ke with 100 watts nights, 
250 watts days. 

Illinois: Mutual Broadcasting System, Inc., granted exten- 
sion of authority to transmit programs to KCLW, stations 
owned and operated by the Canadian Broadcasting Corp., and 
stations licensed by the Canadian Minister of Transport, 
through the facilities of the American Telephone and Tele- 
graph for the period ending Sept. 1, 1940; WHBF, Rock 
Island, license extended on temporary basis to Nov. 1, pend- 
ing receipt of and determination upon renewal application. 

Indiana: WBOW, Terre Haute, granted night power in- 
crease from 100 to 250 watts. 

Iowa: KGLO, Mason City, granted night power boost from 
100 to 250 watts, 

Kansas: KSAL, R. J. Laubengayer & KSAL, Inc., Salina, 
granted voluntary assignment of construction permit to 
KSAL, Ine. 

Kentucky: WPAD, 
from 100 to 250 watts. 

Louisiana: WDSU, New Orleans, granted extension of 
license on temporary basis only to Nov. 1, pending action on 
renewal application; KVOL, Lafayette, granted night power 
boost from 100 to 250 watts. 

Michigan: King-Trendle Broadcasting Corp., Detroit, 
granted extension of authority to transmit programs from 
WXYZ to the stations of the Canadian Broadcasting Corp., 


Paducah, granted night power boost 


to Oct. 16, 1940; WJBK, Detroit, and WHDF, Calumet, 
granted night power jumps from 100 to 250 watts. 
Nebraska: KGFW, Kearney, and KGKY,_ Scottsbluff, 


granted night power boosts from 100 to 250 watts. 

New Jersey: W3XEZ, RCA Manufacturing Co., Inc., Cam- 
den, granted special temporary authority to conduct fre- 
quency modulation tests using a 1 kw transmitter, 42600 ke, 
A-3 and special emission, providing maximum band of emis- 
sion does not exceed 200 ke (authorization to extend in no 
event beyond Oct. 23); WHBI, Newark, license extended 
temporarily to Nov. 1, pending receipt of and determination 
upon renewal request. 

New York: W2XQR, John V. L. Hogan, New York, change 


Jahan. 


frequency of high frequency station from 41200 to 43200 ke; 


F. C. C’s WASHINGTON DOCKET 


WGNY, Peter Goelet, Newburgh, granted voluntary assign- 
ment of license to the Courier Publishing Corp., publishers of 
@ weekly newspaper in Poughkeepsie, 

New Mexico: KOB, Albuquerque, 
Special temporary authority to operate unlimited time on 
1180 ke with 10 kw, using directional system after sunset at 
Portland, Ore., for the period from Sept. 30 to Oct. 29; KGGM, 
Albuquerque, license extended temporarily to Nov. 1, pend- 
ing action on renewal application. 

New York: WRCA-WNBI, NBC, New York, granted ex- 
tension of special temporary authority to transmit Spanish 
news programs to be rebroadcast by Cuban stations CMX and 
COCX, to Oct. 27; WMFF, Plattsburg, and WNEW, New 
York, granted modification of licenses to increase night power 
from 100 to 250 watts. 

North Dakota; KIDLR, Devils Lake, granted night power 
boost from 100 to 250 watts. 

Ohio: WJW, Akron, granted night power boost from 100 to 
250 watts. 

Oklahoma: Dr. Willard Carver, Thomas B. Williams, 
Byrne Ross, Lawton, granted motion to dismiss without 
prejudice application for a new station to be operated on 
1420 ke with 100 watts. 

Oklahoma: KOME, Tulsa, and KGFF, Shawnee, granted 
night power increases from 100 to 250 watts. 

Oregon: KORE, Eugene, granted new equipment and in- 
crease in power from 100 to 250 watts. 

Oregon: KEX, Portland, granted extension of special tem- 
porary authority to operate unlimited on 1180 ke with 5 kw, 
to Oct. 29. 

Puerto Rico: WPRP, Julio M. Conesa, Ponce, granted 
night power increase from 100 to 250 watts and increase in 
time of operation to unlimited. 

Puerto Rico: WNEL, San Juan, granted temporary exten- 
sion of license to Nov. 1, pending action on regular renewal 
application. 

South Carolina: WOLS, 0. Lee Stone, Florence, granted 
changes in composite equipment and power boost from 100 
to 250 watts. 

South Dakota: KABR, Aberdeen, granted transfer of con- 
trol of corporation to H, C. Jewett, Jr. 

Tennessee: W4XBW, WDOD Broadcasting Corp., Chat- 
tanooga, present license for high frequency broadcast station 
further extended on temporary basis only to Nov. 1, pending 
determination on request for renewal. 

Texas: KFDA, Amarillo, granted installation of new equip- 
ment and power increase from 100 to 250 watts. 


Texas: KVWC, Vernon, granted night power boost from 
100 to 250 watts. 
Utah: KBNU, Cache Valley Broadcasting Co., Logan, 


granted renewal of license to Dec. 1. 

Virginia: WCHV, Charlottesville, granted transfer of con- 
trol of corporation from Mrs. Hugh M. (Nancy) Curtler, to 
Mrs. Marcia Arrington, representing 2251 shares of stock. 

Washington: KH, Louis Wasner, Inc., Spokane, granted 
juice-jump from 1 to 5 kw. 

West Virginia: WBTH, Williamson, granted changes in 
equipment, power increase from 100 to 250 watts and increase 
in time of operation from days only to unlimited. 

(The following stations were granted license modifications 
to increase nij@®t power from 100 to 250 watts: Arizona: 
KCRJ, Jerome, Florida; WFOY, St. Augustine. Iowa: KFJB, 
Marshalltown: WOC, Davenport. Illinois: WCBS, Springfield. 


New York, WBNY, Buffalo. North Dakota: KOVC, Valley 
City. Ohio: WHBC, Canton. Oregon: KLBM, La Grande, 
Tennessee: WROL, Knoxville, Texas: KONO, San Antonio, 


KGKB, Tyler, and KPLT, Paris. 


NEW APPLICATIONS 


Alabama: WJRD, James R. Doss, Jr., Tuscaloosa, change 
hours of operation from days to unlimited, using 250 watts; 
WBRC, Birmingham Broadcasting, Inc., Birmingham, install 
directional antenna for night use, boost night power from 1 
to 5 kw, move transmitter locally. 

Alabama: Alabama Polytechnic Institute, University of Ala- 
bama, Alabama College (Board of Control of Radio Broad- 
casting Station WAPI), Birmingham, install new transmitter, 
directional antenna for all-time use, change frequency from 
1140 to 1050 ke, increase power from 6 to 50 ke, change 
hours of operation from simultaneous days, share nights with 
KVOO, Tulsa, Okla., to unlimited, move locally. 


Arkansas: KIACN, Charles Leo Lintzenich, Blytheville, 


voluntary assignment of license and permit to Fred O. 
Grimwood. 
California: KARM, George Harm, Fresno, make changes in 


transmitting equipment, boost power from 100 to 250 watts; 
KYOS, Merced Broadcasting Co., Merced, install new trans- 
mitter, make changes in vertical antenna, change frequency, 
power and hours of operation from 1040 to 1390 ke, 250 watts 
days to 500 watts nights, 1 kw days, unlimited (contingent 
on KOY, Phoenix, Ariz., going to new frequency). 

District of Columbia: Lawrence J. Heller, Washington, new 
station to be operated on 1310 ke with 250 watts (with 60 
watts synchronous amplifier). 

Illinois: WJID, Chicago, change frequency from 1130 to 
1040 ke, change power and hours of operation from 20 kw 
limited to 10 kw nights, 20 kw days, unlimited, and install 
night directional antenna; WEDC, Emil Denemark, Inc., Chi- 
cago, boost night power from 100 to 250 watts. 

Indiana: WGRC, New Albany, change hours of operation 
from days to unlimited with 250 watts. 

lowa: R. B. Eaton, Des Moines, new television broadcast 
station to be operated on 44000-50000 ke, aural and visual 
transmission, A-3 and A-5 emission, 100 watts; WKBB, San- 
ders Brothers Radio Station, increase in night power from 
100 to 250 watts 

Kansas: KTSW, Emporia, changes in equipment and power 
boost from 100 to 250 watts. 

Kentucky: WAVE, Louisville, increase power from 1 to 5 
kw, install new transmitter and directional antenna for all- 
time use. 

Massachusetts: WBRK, Harold Thomas, Pittsfield, increase 
night power from 100 to 250 watts; WSPR, Springfield, 
change frequency from 1140 ke to 1240 ke, time from limited 
to unlimited, with 500 watts. 

Michigan: Wayne University (per Garnet R. Garrison, 
director) Wayne University Sroadcasting Guild, Detroit, 
authority to transmit programs to a foreign country (CKLW, 
Windsor, Canada). 

Michigan: WMBC, Detroit, authority to transfer control of 
corporation from E. J. Hunt to John L. Booth, 1,643 shares 
common stock. 

Minnesota: KWNO, Winona Radio Service, 
crease night power from 100 to 250 watts. 

Montana: Star Printing Co., Miles City, new station to be 
operated on 1310 ke with 250 watts. 

Nebraska: KHAS, Nebraska Broadcasting Co., Hastings, 
new station to be operated on 1200 ke with 250 watts. 

New Hampshire: WLNH, Laconia, make changes in equip- 
ment increase power from 100 to 250 watts. 

New York: WENY, Elmira, new station to be operated on 
1200 ke with 250 watts. 

North Carolina: WCNC, Elizabeth 
power from 100 to 250 watts. 

North Carolina: WISE, Harold H. Thoms, Asheville, re- 
quests authority to install new transmitter, change name 
from Asheville Daily News (Harold H. Thoms, owner) to 
Harold H. Thoms. 

North Dakota: WDAY, WDAY, Inc., Fargo, install direc- 
tional antenna for day and night use, boost night power 
from 1 to 5 kw. 

New Jersey: WHOM, Jersey City, install new transmitter 
and increase power from 250 watts to 250 watts nights, 1 kw 
days, make changes in antenna. 

Ohio: WFMJ, William F. Maag, Jr., Youngstown, change 
hours of operation from days to unlimited (100 watts). 

Oregon: KXL, Portland, boost night power from 
250 watts. 

Pennsylvania: WCAU, Philadelphia, new television station 
to be operated on 78000-84000 ke with 1 kw, A-5 emission. 

Puerto Rico: WPRP, Julio M. Conesa, Ponce, install new 
transmitter, vertical antenna, change frequency from 1420 to 
1480 ke, boost power from 100 watts nights, 250 watts days, 
to l kw all times, change hours of operation from specified 
to unlimited, . 

South Dakota: Midland Broadcasting Co., Watertown, new 
station to be operated on 1210 ke with 100 watts nights, 250 
watts days, 

Tennessee: WHUB, M. L. Medley, Cookeville, new station, 
new transmitter equipment, 250 watts power, 1370 ke. 

‘Texas: KPAB, Mervel M. Valentine, Laredo, and KOCA, 
Oi Capitol Broadcasting Association, Kilgore, boost night 
power from 100 to 250 watts, 


Winona, 


City, increase night 


100 to 


granted extension of 


MUSICIANS’ 
SQUAWK 


London, Sept. 26. 

Squawks by Musicians Union that 
British Broadcasting Corp is using 
too many discs and not sufficient live 
performers is being met by the 
radio network scheme of reintroduc- 
ing live shows. During opening days 
of the war, BBC exclusively used 
either discs recorded for normal 
gramophone purposes or special re- 
cordings for the air, but has since 
put its studios to work again. Or- 
chestras and bands are being re- 
tained in all parts of the U.K. to put 
over live shows, so instrumentalists 
are relieved of fears they may get 
less radio work. 

Position of musicians was made 
worse by the shutdown order which 
forced every U.K. theatre to close at 
the outbreak of war, but that is also 
being mitigated by the new order 
allowing opening in all parts. 


WAR TIGHTENS RULES 


Amateurs Must Strictly Obey, Says 
Communications Commish 


Washington, Oct. 10. 

That the FCC does not intend to 
wink at misconduct in the war emer- 
gency was emphasized last week by 
the suspension of tickets held by two 
amateur operators. Papers were 
suspended for six months, although 
neither has committed any offense 
directly linked to the European tiff, 

General warning to all amateurs 
was served in announcing the pun- 
ishment inflicted on Bruce A. Kop- 
penhaver of Pottstown, Pa., and Al- 
bert E. Chatel of Wales, Mass. Reg- 
ulators declared that ‘the internation- 
al situation made it doubly necessary 
that the amateurs of this country ob- 
serve closely the rules and regula- 
tions laid down for them.’ Adding 
that ‘further unauthorized activities 
by amateur stations during the period 
of the European war may tend to 
bring about curtailment of the short 
wave operations of amateurs gen- 
erally.’ 


KSGN Show to Return 
In Lyric Theatre Deal 


Birmingham, Oct. 10. 

Radio Station WSGN will return 
its Variety Hour soon in cooperation 
| with the Lyric theatre from whose 
stage it will originate. The show will 
again have Utopia Cleaners & Dyers 
as sponsor. 

This is the show which caused fric- 
tion between the radio station and 
local theatres when first instituted 
by the station on its own a few years 
ago with a paid audience. This was 
solved peacefully last year when 
deal with Wilby-Kincey house was 
consummated. Theatre added attrac- 
tion for nothing and the radio sta- 
tion got a free house in which to 
stage its show for a paid sponsor. 
Everybody satisfied. 


KFSD New Panel Setup 


San Diego, Oct. 10. 
KFSD moved into new studios 
atop U. S. Grant hotel last week. 
Marks first time since station opened 
that technician can see what's going 
on, operating entirely by lights and 
buzzers heretofore. 
New operating console, designed 
by Sam Lipsett and Hal Hasenbeck, 
is only one of its kind with 100% 
silent electronic high-level mixing 
system. 
Unique setup permits juggling of 
15 mikes, plus turntables, in half- 
dozen booths and studios, in simul- 
taneous broadcasts and auditions. 
It’s all done with buttons. : 
Setup took six months to design 
and construct. 


Hal Burnett at WISN 


Milwaukee, Oct. 10. 
Hal Burnett, former promotion 
and public affairs director for 
Columbia-WBBM in Chicago, has 
joined WISN here as head of &@ 
newly organized sales promotion de- 
partment. 
Burnett was brought in by G. W. 
Grigon, manager of the Hearst sta- 
tion here, who plans full merchan- 
dizing service including dealer con- 
tact, display, newspaper publicity 
and general program promotion. 
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MUSIC—DANCE BANDS 


VARIETY 47 


Copyright Changes Cued 


Indications that the U. S. Senate will consider the matter of amend- 
ing the copyright law when it holds its regular session in January 
were given last week in letter received from a Washington law firm 
py various organizations in the music business. Inquiry for additional 
‘nformation about recommended changes in the law was made by Haley 
& Parson, Capital legalites, who stated that they had been engaged 
by Senator Homer T. Bone, chairman of the senate patents committee, 
ro prepare a digest on available material affecting such desired 
changes. 

Senator Bone, it is assumed by the musie industry, is gathering 
info preliminary to hearings by his committee on the Shotwell bill. 
This measure, as filed with the senate, not only provides for many 
revisions in the copyright statute but seeks to make the United States 
a member of the international copyright union, 


Inside Stuf—Music 


George Marlo, president of the publishers’ contactmen’s union, declared 
Jast week that his organization couldn't be worrying about any financial 
problems because it already had a surplus of $800 in the bank. He also 
stated that the executive council of the union will meet this Friday (13) to 
jron out the terms of the agreement which is to be submitted to publishers 
for their signatures, 

Marlo also disclosed that the union does not propose to make the pre- 
requisite for a two years’ apprenticeship a hard and fast rule. It will 
be readily waived, he said, in the case of persons coming from allied 
trades, such as the broadcasting and band managing businesses, Such 
persons, he added, would be regarded as assets to the profession of plug 
contacting. 

The entire professional staff of Shapiro, Bernstein & Co. has joined the 
union, This includes Louis Bernstein, the firm’s president, 


Before Nicholas Rogers, a Jawyer, can examine officials of the Music 
Publishers’ Protective Association in his $2,500 suit for past services he 
will have to furnish the MPPA with a bill of particulars. So Justice 
Frank Madigan ruled last week in the Manhattan city court after examin- 
ing motions submitted by the parties in the action, Rogers must file his 
detailed information by Oct. 18. 

Rogers claims that he rendered the purported services in 1937 and the 
two objects of his requested examination before trial were Walter Douglas 
and Harry Fox. According to Rogers somebody connected with the MPPA 
retained him to help out in an investigation and the MPPA wants to know 
all the circumstances of this hiring and just what services he performed. 
Wattenberg & Wattenberg are defending the suit for the MPPA, 


Poor health and a desire to take it easv figures in Archie Fletcher let- 
ting his Joe Morris Music Co. go for $45,000 to the new Johnny Mercer- 
Buddy Morris firm where he once before had a $100,000 nibble from 
Metro-Robbins and, as recently as a year ago, Lou Diamond for Famous 


(Paramount subsid) almost had it closed for a $75,000 purchase price. | 
Fletcher continues with the new M&M takeover on a $100 weekly drawing 
| who is counsel for such bandmen as 


account, 

All three of Shapiro, Bernstein & Co.’s current three hits, ‘Beer Barrel 
Polka,’ ‘Cinderella, Stay in My Arms,’ and ‘South of the Border’ are 
European imports. It also has a comer, ‘My Prayer.’ of similar origin. 


| Artie Shaw and Dick Himber. 


| 


The last three tunes are from England and each credits Jimmy Kennedy | 


as one of the writers, 


Mills Music has prepared a special version of the lyrics on ‘Billy,’ 25- 


year-old tune currently undergoing a revival, for use on NBC, The net-_ 


work objected to the line which read, ‘And when I sleep— and when I 
sleep—I always dream of Bill.’ The line that singers on NBC can now 


substitute is, ‘Want you to know—I love him so—I just want to be with 


Bill.’ 


Decca’s top record seller has been the Casa Loma’s version of ‘Sunrise 
Serenade’, but the company is shooting the works on an expectancy of | 
500,000 disks on the novelty waxing made by Bing Crosby and the Andrews 
Sisters of ‘Ciribiribin’ and ‘Yodeling Jive’, with Joe Venuti on the fiddle. 


Distinguishing the ASCAP concerts at Carnegie Hall, N. Y., last week | 
is the fact it’s the first music festival of any kind where tickets were not 
fold; everything being gratis. 


MORRIS & MERCER 
OPEN FOR BUSINESS 


‘Lunceford Denied Seeing 
~ Books of Decca Records 


N. Y. spreme court Justice Thomas 
Noonan has denied an application by 


Edwin H. (Buddy) Morris and 
Johnny Mercer, as partners of the 
new firm of Mercer & Morris, took 


possession Monday (9) of the cata- | 


log and offices of the Joe Morris 
Music Co., after executing the final 
terms of the deal with Archie Flet- 
cher, namely, the delivery of $40,000. 
Fletcher, who became sole owner of 
the Joe Morris firm last year, will 
maintain an office of his own to 
clean up some pending matters. Sell- 
ing price of the catalog was $45,000. 


With Charles Warren as profes- 
fional manager, the M & M concern 
will have Jack Archer representing 
it On the Coast and Jessie Stool in 
Chicago. Archer is leaving Witmark. 


Gus Edwards Very Ill 


Gus Edwards’ brothers in New 
York, Ben and Leo, state that the 
veteran showman-songsmith is quite 
ill on the Coast, 

Edwards career forms the basis of 
the Charles R. Rogers-Paramount 
film, ‘The Star Maker,’ and the stren- 
uousness attached to assisting on that 


film is said to have further counted | 


against his generally rundown con- 
dition, 


mount to turn out songs and dialog 
for Max Fleisher shorts. His latest 
in ‘Gulliver's Travels.’ 


ba 


| Has 12 Sweet and Five Swing Men 


|comprising 12 sweet and five swing 
musicians. 


| different 


off the air, 


Jimmy Lunceford for an inspection 
of the books and records of Decca 
Records, Inc., and told the plaintiff 
to secure the information he desires 
by an examination before trial. 
Lunceford is suing for $7,500, on a 
contract made Sept. 4, 1934, whereby | 
he made 36 records for Decca, and 
was to receive 2c for a double-faced 
recording, and le per single side. 

In denying the application to ex- 
amine the books, the judge indicated 
that the reason was that Lunceford 
is now employed by a competitor of 
Decea. 


HIMBER MIXES ’EM 


Going Together 


Richard Himber waxed 44 sides 
for Elj Oberstein’s U. S. Records | 
with his new ‘swing phrasing’ band, 


Idea of Himber’s new! 


is that the 17 men play two: 
arrangements—sweet and 
. without 


style 

swing — simultaneously, 

clashing musically. 
Studebaker may return to the air 


_with a live network show and Him- 
| ber’s band again, \ é 
' making transcriptions for the motor |the Davis orchestra to stick with | 
Al J. Neiberg signed by Para- | 


Latier has been | 


company ever since the last Stude- 
baker Champions neiwork program 


| anti-ASCAP 


| He 


‘Musso orchestra was 
,the Coast where it was taken over 


i‘Jeast Jan. 1. 


TAKES ASCAP CASES 


Master Appointed in Tacoma in Fur- 
ther Legal Meve 


Seattle, Oct. 10. 


A. E. Blair, Tacoma barrister, has 
been appointed by presiding district 
Judge John C. Bowen, of the Fed- 
eral court here, as master in chan- 
cery to hear testimony in the case 
brought in the Federal court at Ta- 
coma by the American Society of 
Composers, Authors and Publishers 
against the State of Washington. It 
was instituted more than a year ago, 
ASCAP claiming a law passed by the 
1937 legislature to be unconstitu- 
tional, 


Law provides that ASCAP supply 
record of compositions to which it 
owns copyright. Heard before three 
Federal judges—E. A. Cushman, 
John C. Bowen and Bart E. Haney— 
the case was dismissed in Tacoma 
for lack of jurisdiction, but recently 
the U. S. Supreme Court reversed 
this decision. ASCAP claims that 
law is unconstitutional because it 
is prohibitive to the continuance of 
their business, 


After testimony is taken by Blair, 
the three judges will study the 
transcript and make their decision, 


Deny Bandmen 


In on Lincoln 
Music Takeover 


Sam Wigler who has, through a 
recent purchase, became the new 
president and general manager of 
Lincoln Music Corp., denies that any 
band leaders will hold stock in his 
organization. He states that he is 
the sole stockholder in the new set- 
up, except for part of the money 
which was advanced by another 


person. This other stockholder is 
believed to be Andrew Weinberger, 


Him- 
ber, on his part, has declared that 
he will not hold any sort of inter- 
est in the publishing firm. 


Nebraska Issue Now 
Awaits Decision, With 
An Appeal Inevitable 


Lincoln, Oct. 10. 

State of Nebraska's 86-page docu- 
ment of its conclusions and analysis 
in recent three-judge trial of the 
test in Federal court 
here, was filed (6) by William Hotz, 
who conducted state case, His find- 
ings conclude that $5,000 and a year 
in jail for violators of the Nebraska 
anti-ASCAP statute is not too severe. 
wants the society declared a 
monopoly and of unlawful existence 
in this state. 

Hotz asks the temporary restrain- 
ing order holding up enforcement of 
the law dissolved, the bill for injunc- 
tion dismissed at plaintiff's cost, per- 
manent injunction denied, and right 


|! of the society to do business in Ne- 


braska outlawed. 


ASCAP having already complied 


with the filing of documents as asked | 


by the court, this completes all ac- 
tion in the case prior to the final de- 
cision. Judges Gardner, Munger 
and Donohoe, opinion that the 
case has hung fire long enough 
(since 1937), expressed themselves 
at the trial as desirous of rushing 


of 


{| the case to conclusion. 


have indicated it will 


the U 


Both sides 


be carried to 


| VITO MUSSO LEADS 


EXODUS FROM DAVIS 


Chicago, Oct. 10. 
Vito Musso, tenor sax man, who 
was with Johnny Davis at the Black- 
hawk Cafe here, has pulled out of 
the orchestra along with seven men 
and is organizing his own band. 
originally on 


by Davis. 
Betty Van, warbler, has also left 


usso, Meantime Davis has _ re- 


| placed with local musicians and con- 


tinues at the Blackhawk until at 


S. Supreme | 
Court, whatever the decision, 


Publishers Invite Songwriters 


| To Out 


Members of the Music Publishers 
| Protective Association last week 
| voted to answer the ultimatum of 
| the Songwriters Protective Associa- 
| tion with a request that representa- 
| tives of the two organizations meet 
| to negotiate a ‘fair, honorable, 
| friendly and workable’ agreement 
and new standard uniform writers’ 
contract. The SPA had the week 
| before served notice on the industry 
that if by Oct. 15 it hadn't signa- 
tured the SPA’s submitted agree- 
ment covering this standard contract 
the SPA would bar the publishers 
| nvetees from exercising the me- 


chanical rights of works placed by | 


|SPA members since June 1, 1937. 
| The Warner Bros. group has already 
; accepted both the standard contract 
and the publisher-SPA agreement. 


Most of the publishers attending 
last Thursday’s MPPA meeting were 
, accompanied by their lawyers. It 
was the almost unanimous opinion 
of the latter that the standard con- 


but that the two documents could 
readily serve as the basis for the 
negotiations of an equitable, work- 
able pact. The lawyer who demurred 
from this viewpoint was A. M. Wat- 
tenberg, who represent both War- 
ners and the Dreyfus group, which 
operates Chappell & Co., and the 
Crawford Music Co. Wattenberg 
was subjected to much critical ques- 
tioning about certain terms and 
wording of the agreement but he 
kept maintaining that the covenants 
represented a fair deal for the pub- 
lishers. 
The Letter 


The replying letter, addressed to 
Irving Caesar, SPA prez, was signa- 
tured by some 30 publishers. It was 
agreed by the signators that they 
would abide by any decision or con- 
| tract made by the MPPA’s negoti- 
ating committee. Through this step 
the SPA will, for the first step, be 
faced with a group whose accepted 
terms will be binding upon the pop 


| letter sent to Caesar read as follows: 

Under date of Oct. 2, 1939, you 

|} sent us a letter with printed forms 
that you wished us to sign. 

‘After careful consideration and 

| consultation with our counsel, we 

| find it physically impossible to legit- 


imately conduct our business under 


|certain terms and conditions which 
you feel inclined to impose upon us 


in these contracts. Owing to the 
|splendid co-operation great 
| friendship that has always e.risted 


between publishers and writers and 
that still exists, and that we hope 
will continue to exist, in fairness to 
| you and to us we ask that you meet 
us in conference and let us fairly 
and frankly discuss this so that we 


may arrive at a fair, honorable, 
friendly and workable agreement 
which we are ready to enter into 


with you. 

| ‘Please address your rely to Mr 
Walter Douglas, chairman of the 
board, Music Publishers Protectve 
Association, Inc,’ 

Signators consisted of Mills Music, 
Exclusive Publications, Shapiro, 
Bernstein & Co., Skidmore Music 
Co., Santly-Joy-Select, Famous Mu- 
sic Corp., Paramount Music Corp., 
Bregman, Vocco & Conn, E. B. 
Marks, Leo Feist, Miller Music, Rob- 
bins Music Corp., ABC Music, Irv- 
ing Berlin, Inc., Words & Music, 


|} Olman Music, Joe Davis, Ager. Yel- 


len & Bornstein, Broadway Music, 

Leeds Music, Sun Music, Sam Fox- 

Hollywood Songs, Paull-Pioneer, 

Southern Music, Melrose Music, 

Larry Spier, Inc., and Circle Music. 
Quoting Caesar 

Editor, Variety: 


I have just read Variety's story: 
‘Publishers’ Lawyers Contend New 
Vriters’ Contract Puts Industry at 
Disadvantage , * which states that 


the ‘uniform contract sets up a seale 
of fees for world-wide synchroniza- 
tion uses.’ 

I assume this refers to Paragraph 
4 (j) of the new Uniform Contract. 
That paragraph reads: 

‘Upon the use of the composition 


tures under any bulk or 
license heretofore made, the Writ- 
er (s) shall be entitled to receive an 
amount equal to .. .% (in no case 
less than 50% jointly) of the license 
fee for each synchronization by the 
licensee, but in no event less than 
the following...’ 

This provision is therefore lim- 
ited to those instances where a block 
license has heretofore been made, 
and to no other circumstances. 

There should be no question what 


tract and the over-riding agreement 
contained many impractical terms, | 


publishing business as a whole. The | 


Bumps in Contract 


| that section means. If because of a 

block license heretofore made by a 

| publisher, the publisher receives 

| nothing for the use of the compo- 
sition, he still has to pay a specified 

| minimum sum to the writers. If a 
greater amount is received by the 
publisher under such an existing 

bulk license, the writer gets his full 

| 50%. 

| It should be obvious, therefore, 

| that no fee is fixed for the licensing 

| of individual songs for synchroniza- 

| tion purposes, and that the compo- 
sitions are not to be included in 

| bulk licenses made in the future. 

| Irving Caesar, 

| President Songwriters’ Protective 

| Association. 


ROTARY 
THE CLEAR 


COPYRIGHT 


For the first time Rotary Inter- 

national is compiling its festivities 
songbook through an_ accredited 
licensing source. In previous years 
the organization put the thing to- 
gether without benefit of copyright 
| requirements. Harry Fox, agent and 
| trustee, is doing the entire clearing 
| job. 
He’s charging Rotary $50 per copy- 
‘righted number, and the indications 
are that the book will contain about 
60 such protected songs. 


Tetos de Maetriadeas 
Sets Up to Publish 


Foreign Mss. In U. S, 


Albany, Oct. 10. 

Colonial Music Publishing Co, 
Inc., has been chartered to conduct 
business in New York. Capital stock 
is 100 shares, no par value. 

Arthur L. Fishbein was the filing 
attorney. 

Colonia] is being started by Tetos 
de Maetriadeas, owner of Standard 
Phono Co., Inc., the foreign distribu- 
tor of Victor records. Since the curs 
rent European war has seriously af- 
fected his importation of foreign 
matrices, de Maetriadeas has decided 
to gather his own manuscripts for 
recording purposes. 

It was de Maetriadeas that tipped 
Shapiro, Bernstein & Co. to the 
American possibilities of ‘Beer Bar- 
rel Polka’ after he had observed how 
his imported version of the record 
was clicking with factory workers in 
Detroit and other spots. 


ASCAP Royalty Down; 
Festival Write-Off Now 


Rovalty plum for members of the 
American Society of Composers, Au- 
thors and Publishers for the third 
quarter of this year ending Sept. 30 
was $30,000 less than it had been for 
the previous quarter because of the 
expenses involved in the music festi- 
val, celebrating its 25th anniversary, 
which the Society staged last week, 
It had been decided by Gene Buck, 
prez, that the costs of the event 
should be written off immediately 
and not taken out of collections over 
a period of time. Bills for the event 
are expected to figure finally some- 
what over $50,000. 

The distribution for the second 
quarter of ‘39 had been $2,361,000, 
while the total payoff this time is 
just about equal to what it was for 


. (the third quarter of ’38. 
in synchronization with motion pic- | 


block | 


May Sherman As Mgr. 


May Sherman, who has been per- 
sonal secretary to Bobby Feldman, 
handling dance bands on WNEW 
and WMCA, N. Y., during the last 
five years, has resigned to become 
manager for Dick Raymond's band 
at the Hotel Astor. Raymond's ag- 
gregation has played music at the 


| Astor for the last three years. 


Miss Sherman has a staff of two. 
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MUSIC—DANCE BANDS 


Disc Reviews 


(Only the unusual reviewed henceforth. Including the unusually bad.) 


Deep Blue Sea’. ‘Baby’, in speedy | collector’s item. Dx 
tempo, is nicely arranged and in- | best, done in ‘Song of India style 
cludes neat breaks by Zurke and a_ with good solos on sax, clarinet and 
trombone. Reverse is a good ar- 
rangement but subordinated by_ its 
companion piece, Dorsey (26356) ‘All 
in Favor of Swing Say Aye’-‘Stop 
| Kicking My Heart Around.’ ‘Aye’ is 
/Jaid out along ‘Marie’ lines and in- 
'eludes swingy breaks capped by 
| Dorsey's Clambake Seven. Edythe 
| Wright vocals. Reverse is in ballad 
tempo, also a Wright vocal. Dorsey's 
trombone adds lustre. Machine fare. 


trumpeter, but other side is rhythmi- 
cally livelier. Leader's piano is sock, 
both sides. Vocal on ‘Devil’ by 
Claire Martin okay. 


Hal Kemp (Victor 26349), ‘Crying 
in My Dreams’ ‘Love Grows on a 
White Oak Tree’. ‘Love’ is an inter- 
esting novelty with a vocal by the 
Smoothies. Tricky and well played 
with a good clarinet solo. ‘Dreams 
is played straight in early spinning 
with muted brass which shifts later 
to Kemp's triple-tongue style. Bob 
Allen handles vocal. ‘Love’ is ma- 
chine stuff. 


Bob Chester (Bluebird 10414), ‘Oo, 
thrilled’-‘Goodbye Goodbye’. 


Artie Shaw (Bluebird 10406), ‘Day 
‘In, Day Out’-‘Put That Down in 
Writing’. ‘Day’ is the stronger of 
two good sides. It has smooth punch 
with sax and clarinet breaks. ‘Writ- 
ing’ has more lift but isn’t as good 


‘Thrilled’ is no distinction to the new 
Chester outfit; poor tune unappeal- 


ingly arranged. ‘Goodbye’ is best 
side; lively ensemble work topped 
by good brass. Kathleen Lane vocals 
both neatly. 


Glenn Miller (Bluebird 10406), ‘In 
the Mood’-‘I Want to Be Happy.’ 
‘Mood’ is an arrangement with a lft 
added to by nicely waxed sax and 
trumpet breaks. ‘Happy’ is speedier 
tempoed and spins as jitterbug stuff. 
Miller also on ‘My Prayer’-‘Blue 
Moonlight’ (B-10404). ‘Prayer’ is 
smooth and typically Miller with lit- 
tle added in way of breaks. ‘Moon- 
light’ is nicely treated. Ray Eberle’s 
vocal strengthens. Good for coins. 


Tommy Dorsey (Victor 26346), 
‘March of the Toys’-‘By the River St. | 


Muggsy Spanier (Bluebird 10417), 
‘Big Butter and Egg Man’-‘Eccentric’. 
Spanier’s Ragtime Band turned out a 
couple of lively pieces. ‘Butter and 
Egg’ is fine work split by lively 
trumpet, clarinet and sax _ solos. 
Good swing. Reverse is wilder with 
same breaks and a corny trumpet at 
the finale that didn’t belong. Not 
commercial, but good. 


Larry Clinton (Victor 26351), 
‘Twilight Interlude’-‘Last Two Weeks 
in July’. ‘Interlude’ has a smooth lilt 
but otherwise isn’t distinctive. Re- 
verse seems listless with little ar- 
rangement effort. Terry Allen han- 
dles both vocals. 


| Presenting with Justifiable Pride 
LARRY CLINTON'S 


Latest Nevelty Song Hit 


| WANNA HAT WITH CHERRIES 


Stock Orch, by Larry Clinton 


CLAY BOLAND'S 


‘Greatest Mask and Wig Score 


I'VE GOT MY EYE ON YOU 


FROM SADDLE 


Yo u | Approved 


DIPSY DOODLE . . . SATAN TAKES A HOLIDAY... 
MIDNIGHT IN A MADHOUSE ... MARTHA AND THE 
‘OPERA’ SERIES ... STUDY IN BROWN AND THE 
‘STUDY’ SERIES AND MANY OTHER 


LARRY CLINTON SONG HITS 


ALSO | PRAYIN’ HUMBLE...1 WISH 
YOU WERE JEALOUS OF ME... LIGHTLY AND 
POLITELY ... HE MAY BE YOUR MAN. 


Vou Will Welcome 
A FLOCK OF GREAT SONGS BY AMERICA’S FOREMOST 


COMPOSERS INCLUDING SUCH FAMOUS CONDUCTOR-COM- 
POSERS AS LARRY CLINTON...ARTIE SHAW AND OTHERS 


WATCH FOR THEM 


LINC@L 


1619 BROADWAY 


ihis trio and new sextette. 
|tertained ’em as well 
| with his takeoffs on the identifying 
| styles 


ASCAP Swing Night 


By BERNIE WOODS 
Swing night at the Carnegie Hall, 
New York, week of concerts spon- 


was a 


audience drawn by Paul Whiteman, 
Benny Goodman, Fred Waring, and 
Glenn Miller's orchestra, and War- 
ing’s choir. Goodman and Miller, 


of course, drew the emotional reac- 
tion from younger swing fans, but 
Whiteman, who was on first, and 
Waring’s outfits also stood out mu- 
sically. 

Short talks by Gene Buck, prez of 
ASCAP, preceded each appearance. 
He explained the reason for the se- 
lection of each of the outfits on 
tap, Whiteman because he’s one of 
the earliest exponents of jazz, Good- 
man because he started the current 
swing vogue, Waring for his inval- 
uable contribution to music with 
his excellently trained choir and 
band, and Miller because his band 
is currently the ‘hottest’ on the up- 
coming band list. Three hour con- 
cert was split into an hour for White- 
man, three quarters with Goodman, 
Waring and Miller splitting the rest 
fairly evenly. 

Whiteman clicked handsomely. 
Following his opening ‘Carioca’ he 
came up with a medley of tunes 
identified with him, ‘Whispering’, 
‘Three O'clock in the Morning’, and 
‘When Day is Done’ capped by the 
expected ‘Rhapsody in Blue’. Indi- 
vidual personalities and groups from 
his unit all had their innings. Joan 
Edwards contributed tunes, 
Clark Dennis two, Modernaires 
begged off after a pair, and Al Gol- 
adero, Ray Bargy, Charley Teagar- 
den, and Mike Pingatore were spot- 
lighted. Programming was similar 
to Whiteman’s usual stage setup. 

Waring’s bit was the shortest, but 


| swing night or not, one of the most 
effective, quieting even the kids who, 
| yelled and stamped for Goodman and 


All tunes with one excep- | Whiteman’s 
Stand Being Examined 


Miller. 
tion were choired, topper being the 


| closing ‘Rosary’ with Stuart Church- 
| ill. 


Done in masterly fashion, it 
overshadowed 
work on ‘Ding Dong the Witch is 


| Dead’, ‘For Me and My Gal’, ‘Garden 
in Sweden’, and a repeat of White-| connection with his 
man’s ‘Carioca’. Waring was a wise | against Paul Whiteman, Margaret Shribman was assistant to Harry 
Squires who heads the one-nighter 
department. 


change of pace. 


Be That Way’. 


He en- 


as sent ’em 
of Kyser, Lombardo, and 
Tommy Dorsey. ‘Bach Goes to 
Town’ drew solid response. Trio and 


| sextette got over solid, latter featur- 


ing Charley Christians, band’s new 
electric guitar find, in a socko chorus 
on ‘Stardust.’ Band’s two toppers 
were ‘One O'clock Jump’ and ‘Sing, 


| Sing, Sing.’ 


Miller’s closing niche sent those 
there for the swing portion away 
|in a jittering mood. He mixed his 


| ous instrumental breaks, and his two 
vocalists, Ray Eberle and Marion 
| Hutton. 
| what the kids wanted in her whacky 
antics on ‘Jim Jam Jump’, ‘F. D. R. 
| Jones’ and ‘Hold Tight’ for an en- 
|core. Eberle, obviously not at ease, 
ldid ‘To You’ and ‘Stairway to the 
| Stars’, Miller’s swing clicks were 
| ‘Bugle Call Rag’ and ‘One O'clock 
Jump’ and at the other extreme 
‘Danny Boy’ and ‘Sunrise Serenade’. 
| Powerful setup of eight brass in- 
| clu 
saxes and four rhythm, had kids in 
| the back of the house stomping in 
|time and attempting to get into the 
aisles for terping relief. 
| Varied audience was attested to 
|by the crack of one cuffo ticket 
holder, obviously not there for swing. 
| Anent Goodman and Miller she dis- 
| gustingly loosed: ‘They should be 
| taken to an old lady’s home, where 


NEW Management 


most everyone is deaf’. 


Following is a totalization of the combined 
NBC (WEAF and WJZ), 
CA |Monday through 
Bob Zurke (Victor-26355), ‘I Found Marie’. Arrangement of the Victor sored by ASCAP on its anni performances on th 


a New Baby’, ‘Between Devil and Herbert classic by Dean Kincaid is a | versary 
It’s one of Dorsey’s the Hall was jammed with a varied | 


Sunday (Oct. 2-8). Total 


f plugs of current tunes on 
and CBS (WABC) computed for the week: from 


represents accumulated 


e two major networks from 8 a.m. to 1 a.m. 
loud-right-sueccess. denotes film song, { legit, all others are pop. 


Symbol * 


G ae 

TITLE PUBLISHER 
Moonlight Serenade. Robbins 35 
Over the Rainbow...*Wizard of Oz............., 
Are You Havin’ Any Fun?...#Scandals.......... Crawford 34 
South of the ............, 29 
Good Morning...*Babes in Chappell 24 
A Man and His Dream...*Star Maker........... yield 24 
Baan with the Mandolin. Santly 24 
Goodnight My Crawford 23 
Pay @ Mite... .*Btar Maker... Famous ...........-. 21 
Little Man Who Wasn't There..... Robbins .......... 20 
An Apple for the Teacher...*Star Maker....... ee 19 
Comes Love...+Yokel Boy................. 17 
In an Eighteenth Century Drawing Room....... Senate hata 17 
Ding Dong Witch Is Dead...*Wizard of Oz...... 16 
Cinderella, Stay in My Arms.............cccccec Shapiro ............. 15 
South American Way...+Streets of Paris........ 14 
I'll Remember...*She Married a Cop............ rca 13 
I Poured Mv Heart Into a Song. ..*Second Fiddle.Berlin ............... 13 
You Taught Me to Love 13 
I Didn’t Know What Time...#Too Many Girls... Chappell ............ 11 
Running Through My Mind..................... 10 
| Still the Bluebird Sings...*Star Maker......... 10 


| 


|10, ordered the examination before 


| 


Stop Kicking My Heart Around 


Supreme 


the preceding neat|jer in N. Y., yesterday (Tues.) Oct. 


| trial of Benjamin Sonnenberg, in 


Whiteman, 


Goodman had the staid Hall jump- | ment Bureau, Inc. Suit is based on| 
ing from his opening gun, ‘Don’t! ag contract which was to have run to 
Though the crowd | June 12, 1939. 
| was obviously more in favor of Mil- |gaged March 14, 1938, to do White- | 
|ler once the latter got going, Good- | man’s publicity at $250 weekly. 
man’s outfit showed better because 
|of the varied offerings possible with |nenberg was let out was that he had 
|failed to secure sufficient publicity 
to warrant being retained. 


Whiteman claims the reason Son-'! 


Ex-P.A. Must | 


court justice Julius Mil- | 


$8,250 action While i 


and the Artists Manage- 


Joe Sichuan to Chi 


Joe Shribman has been transferred 
‘by the General Amusement Corp. to 
its Chicago branch to handle one- 
night bookings. 


n 


the New York office 


Sonnenberg was en- 


Chas. Barnet’s Revamp 


Charlie Barnet’s first 
| being wiped out of instruments and 
| music library last week by the fire | 
|}at the Palomar, L. A., Sunday (1), 
will be in Toledo, Oct. 26. Since last 
Sunday Barnet’s entire band and | 
|seven extra copyists have been at 
| work transposing arrangements from | 
selections nicely spotlighting vari- | Scores sent out from New York. Sev- | 
| eral bandleaders have sent arrange- 
| ments to Barnet, among them Benny 
Miss Hutton served un| Carter, who did arrangements for 
y | Barnet when the band first started. 
Barnet had no insurance on either 
| instruments or music but it’s under- 
| stood by Consolidated Radio Artists’ 
| New York Office that the Palomar 
| was insured 100% and that Barnet 
| will be reimbursed for his loss. He 
| was forced to cancel 20 
| tween the Coast and middle west. 
Band made records for Victor on 
ding the leader's trombone five | the Coast yesterday (Tuesday) with 
newly completed arrangements. 


date since | 


as featured 
the Warner Bros. Hit 


“The Roaring Twenties’ 
REMICK MUSIC CORP. 


1250 Sixth Avenue 


HIT 
TODAY’S REQUEST 


YOU 


in 


New York City 


dates be- 


all of last 
holders. 


bragged: 


in. 


FESTIVAL GAG 
ASCAP concerts at Carnegie Hall 


They were 
night of two youngsters who'| 


‘We didn’t have tickets but we got | 
An usher sneaked us in for two | 
bits apiece.’ | 


week were free to ticket 
telling one 


Smack! Smack! Smack! 
A TERRIFIC NOVELTY 


[ MUST HAVE 
ONE MORE 
KISS, KISS, KISS 


DOUBLE VERSION 
EXTKA CHORUSES 


SANTLY-JOY-SELECT 


1619 Broadway, 


New York 


THE CLIMA 


X TO ROBBI 


By the Writers of “Deep Purple” 


- ROBBINS MUSIC CORPORATION - 799 Seventh Avenue, New York + 


SUCCESSES! 


ox 
. 


MURRAY BAKER, Gen. Prof. Mgr. » LEO TALENT, Prof..Mgr. 


| 
| 
| | 
| q 
| 
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15 Best Sheet Music Sellers 


(Week ending Oct. 7, 1939) 


*Over the Rainbow (‘Wizard of Oz’).......... ... Feist 


Man with the Mandolin............ eee Santly 

*An Apple for the Teacher (‘Star Maker’)......... »++.Santly 
In an Eighteenth Century Drawing Room.......... ..- Circle 
Sunrise Serenade ............ .. Jewel 

*A Man and His Dream ( ‘Star Santly 
Day In—Day Out coe 
Moonlight Serenade . Robbins 
*Filmusical. 


On the Upbeat 


Brooklyn. Clinton goes into New 
York Roseland Ballroom following 
the current Joe Venuti Oct. 19. 


Bernie Dolen opening at Sherry’s, 
N. Y., this week. 


Walter Miller just opened at the 
Cavalier, Virginia Beach. 


Teddy Powell band shifted pianists 

| last week, bringing in Milton Raskin, 
Sasha Lueas orch opens this week ‘formerly with Gene Krupa. 

<* the Troika, Washington, set by 

Meyer Davis. 


Bud Freeman’s Summa Cum 
Laude’s will shift to the Sherman 
Hotel, Chicago, after Christmas. Con- 
the| tract at Nick’s allows three outside 

allas, re 
Ed Hagen, drums; Pick Rinehart, weeks every so often. 
guitar and steel guitar; Leslie erage Coleman Hawkins recording his 
trumpet, and’ jew band for Victor this week. 
ert Dedson 


Joe Sullivan, last on piano for Bob 
Crosby, forming his own band and 
may go into Cafe Society, N. Y. 


Fran Eichler’s band out of Pitts- 
burgh has opened a month’s run at 
Westwood Supper Club in Rich- 
mond, Va. 


Nelson Case, NBC announcer on 
| leave of absence, sits in with Cole- 
Al Marsico’s band set for another) man Hawkins’ band occasionally. 
year at Nixon Cafe in Pittsburgh. 


Band Reviews 


COLEMAN HAWKINS ORCH. (19) 
With Thelma Carpenter 

Kelly’s Stables, New York 

Hawkins is rated tops on tenor sax. 
And he proves it at the helr: of this 
small combinaiion. Leader has been 
in Europe for several years, where 
he played with various orchestras, 
His re.vurn recently to form this oui- 
fit has diverted a steady stream of 
swing lovers to this spot since its 
opening Wednesday night (4) to hear 
him push totalitarian tones out of his 
instrument. 

However, he’s backed here by an 
eight-piece crew that is not compar- 
able to his talents. And it detracts 
from his work. Bunch 1s hard ariv- 
ing but paced by an_ indifferent 
rhythm section and brass that occa- 
sionally goes off intonation. Saxes 
are in only to round out the combo, 
being always overshaaowed by the 
leader’s excellent work. Drumming 
is weakest, becoming monotonous in 
short order. Continual loudness 
causes even the tables to vibrate. 

Driving style of the crew with 
Hawkins playing almost all the time 

makes it plenty tough on him. How- 
ever, he’s always got enough left to 
take breaks. When caught he got off 
on ‘Body and Soul’ for several min- 
utes, among others, playing chorus 
after chorus and no two alike. He 
leans toward such good oldies, using 
few pops. Thet will have to be rem- 
edied, and will be, as the outfit is to 
go on the air from here. 

Thelma White vocals. She handles 
the few pons in neat style. Beside 
the nice vocal impression, shc’s cute 


Ritz-Carlton's Two-Week Battle 
With Philly AFM Local Settled 


Horse Doc’s Inside Line Philadelphia, Oct. 10. 

A two-week battle between the 
Ritz-Carlton hotel and Local 77, 
American Federation of Musicians, 
ended Saturday night (7) when the 
swank hostelry agreed to rehire its 
string trio beginning Dec. 11. The 
Ritz was placed on the union’s 
blacklist on Sept. 15 when a bond- 
holders committee, which has taker 
Over control of the hotel, refused to 
honor a contract made by the old 
management to put the musicians to 
work in the dining room. Instead the 
new operators had a Muse-Art box 
installed and announced it would 
dispense with live talent. 


Lecal 802 Sends Over 
17 Men to N. y. Fair When the union threatened to 
picket the hotel the management 
For Gershwin Concert agreed to arbitrate naming Samuel 


_R. Rosenbaum, president of WFIL, 
| as arbiter. Representing the union 
was Frank P. Liuzzi, head of Local 
tion” of Musicians will donate 17 77, and A. A. Tomei, its past presi- 
musicians (violins and saxes) to! | dent. The hotel finally agreed to em- 
augment the Trytons, house band at | ploy the trio for 26 weeks and prom- 
the New York World's Fair, to 52) ised not to use Muse-Art service in 
men for the Gershwin Day concert | any spot where musicians would 
there Oct. 29. Johnny Green will | ordinarily be hired. 

conduct the crew in the Mardi Gras Muse-Art discontinued pumping 
dancery. Concert had originally been | music to the Ritz during the nego- 
scheduled earlier this month but has | tjations. . 


Versatile tops in the art of 
song plugging is Dr. William 
Seton, who recently became the 
Hollywood contact man _ for 
Tommy Dorsey’s Sun Music Co. 
He'll line up plugs for Dorsey's 
catalog while treating the nags 
of Bing Crosby and a flock of 
other Hollywood stars. 

He’s a veterinarian. 


Local 802 of the American Federa- | 


and is neatly costumed. 

Personnel lists: Tommy Lindsey, 
Joe Guy, trumpets; Earl Hardy, 
trombone; Jackie Fields, Eustice 
Moore, saxes; Gene Rodgers, piano; 
Oscar Smith, bass; Arthur Herbert, 
drums, and Hawkins, 


ROY ELDREDGE ORCHESTRA (14) 
With Laurel Watson 
Apollo, N. Y. 

Eldredge recently left a long stand 
at the Arcadia Ballroom, N.Y. He’s 
one of the instrumentalists named by 


last Sunday Fair will be open. ELLA FITZGERALD 
‘TEST’ TOUR CLICKS 


So far Jane Froman, Todd Duncan, 
d 
Recent tour of the Ella Fitzgerald 


who was in ‘Porgy and Bess,’ an 
Harry Kaufman from the Curtis In- 

orchestra prior to iis opening at the 
Grand Terrace, Chicago, was watch- 


stitute, will appear beside Green. 
ed by band men because it was the 


FORD LEARY’S PLANS 
first made without its original leader, 


Others Know All About Them—He 
Chick Webb, 


Doesn’t 


Paul Whiteman to the latter’s all- 


Ford Leary, trombonist and vocal- 


New contract was reason Marisco 
turned down conductor’s berth with 
Stanley theatre there. 


Nelson Maples opened Friday (6) 
ai Pines in Pittsburgh for an indefi- 


nite run. 


Madriguera’s band moved 
tonight 


Enric 
into Cocoanut Grove, L. A., 
(Tues.) for four weeks. 


16, for two weeks at the Fair. 


Larry Funk’s band at the Edge- | 
wood, outside Rensselaer, N. Y. 


Clyde McCoy orchestra will hold 
for an additional fortnight at Bev- 
erley Hills Country club, Cincinnati. 
On Oct. 26, moves to Colonial thea- 
tre in Dayton for a week and then 
into St. Louis Coronado hotel. 


| 


| British office for duration of the war. 


| 


|Roney-Plaza and 
Count Basie’s band to Frisco, Oct. | hotels, 
| Beach Biltmore at P.B. Also into 


{ 


| sung by Marlene Dietrich in Univer- 


| 


Ella Fitzgerald, Russ Morgan and 


Blue Barron orchestras first crews 
set for local 802, New York medical 
fund benefit at Madison Square Gar- 
den, N. Y., Nov. 27. 

Smoothies down for Strand the- 
stre, N. Y., for three weeks, opening 
Oct. 20. 


Sammy Kaye has added Dale Cor- 
nell to brass section. He’s from Ray 
Kinney’s band. 


| Paramount to do the score for ‘Re- 
. 
member the Night.’ 


'pold completed the score for ‘Ge- 


Will Bradley orchestra went into | 
the Ritz-Carlton Hotel, Boston, Mon- | 


day (9) in 
band’s first location date. 


a quick booking. It's | 


Bob Zurke crew goes into New | 


York Paramount Nov. 
currently at Nicollet Hotel, 
apolis. 


Slim Gaillard, of Slim and Sam, 
opens with a small band at the Ren- 
dezvous, Philadelphia, tonight 
(Wednesday). In for four weeks. 

Murray Albert has resigned as 
personal manager for Larry Clinton. 

Tommy Dorsey has another Victor 
Herbert arrangement for his band. 
It’s ‘Indian Summer.’ 

Garin Moore is rehearsing a band 
in New York currently. He selected 
his men according birthdays. 
Guy’s a believer in astrology 


Bob Chester orchestra will get two 
network shots per week at Adolphus 
Hotel, Dallas. First wires to go into 
the Adolphus. He’ll have CBS. 


Lou Prima enlarging his crew to 
full size band. Small outfit is cur- 
rently at Hickory House, N. Y. 


8. Zurke’s | 
Minne- | 


| Lane, Inc., 


| score for ‘We Are Not Alone’ at War- 


Music Notes 


Earl Bailey recalled from London 
| by Musie Corp., which has closed its 


He goes into Coast band department. 


star swing band last year. It may ist with Larry Clinton’s orchestra, is 
or may not have any bearing but the | leaving that band. According to 
leader and his trumpet give hearers | Clinton’s office and other sources, | 
little chance to forget that he’s been! Leary is bowing out to head an ag- 
so named. He figures in almost | gregation of his own. Leary denies | 
every number with some of the} this, saying he doesn’t know what. 
breaks being entirely too lengthy. he'll do yet. 
The trumpet dominates the whole ; ’ 
| Originally set to leave tomorrow 


band, only occasionally making room 
for breaks from a sax and in one jn-| (Thursday), he’ll stay on a week or 


Meyer Davis units renewed for the 
Miami Biltmore 
Beach, and Palm 


Miami 


the Bellevue-Stratford, Philadelphia, 
| opening last week with Dick Whar- 
/ton at the helm. 


Frank Loesser and _ Frederick 
Hollander cleffed ‘See Whai the Boys 
in the Back Room Will Have,’ to be 


sal’s ‘Destry Rides Again.’ 


Ann Ronell composed ‘Andy 
Pandy’ for Walter Lantz’ Panda car- 
‘toon series. 


Max Steiner writing an original 


ners, 


Frederick Hollauder returned to 


Gerard Carbonara and John Lei- 


ronimo’ at Paramount, 

Eddie McCarg, formerly advance 
man for Glen Gray, now with pro- 
fessional dept. of Leo Feist. 

Frank Kelton now piloting the 
Hollywood publishing firm of Melody 


| stance from the drums, 
iat all 


which isn’t | two, 
healthy for theatre work. 
Leader’s instrument gives out with | 
some fine work but the whole im- | 
pression is that the band is neces- 
sary backing for the one instrument, 
rather than the one instrument being 


Band Bookings 
a standout piece of the band. 


Crew consists of 10 men at the out- Noble Sissle, Loew’s Siate thea- 
set which suddenly enlarges to 13) tre, N. Y., week, Oct. 26. 
during the Dandridge Sisters’ turn, Larry Clinton, Nov. 10-11, Clemson 
which splits the band’s outing.| College, Clemson, S. C. 
Brings it up to three sax, two trom- Al Donahue, Nov 
bones, four rhythm and four trum-| aoiese Easton, Pa. 


10, Lafayette | 


pets including leader's. Ensemble 

work, what there is of it, is okay Mal Hallett, Nov. 11," Yale, New 
with the exception of the drummer | Haven. 
who goes off occasionally, picking Bill Marshall, four successive 


weeks, Oct. 26, Flatbush, Windsor, | 
Laurel Watson, once with Don} Audubon, Carlton theatres, N. Y. 
Redman, handles vocals. Her work Glenn Miller, New Elms B., 
here is poor. Best of three numbers Youngstown, Ohio. 
was the opening ‘Over the Rainbow,’ Freddie Fisher. Oct. 20. Coliseum 
effectiveness diminishing successive- D t I ’ 
ly until the finale ‘I’m Getting Senti- | V@VENPOTt, Lowa. 
mental Over You,’ which is badly Russ Morgan, Nov. 2, Henderson- 
delivered. ville, N. C.; Nov. 3-4, Alabama Poly, 
Auburn, Ala.; 6, Mayfair Club, At- 
lanta, Ga.; 7, Municipal Aud., At- 
|lanta: 8, Piedmont Club, Atlanta; 9, 
Benny Goldberg, chief of the Rob- | Fort Whiting Aud., Mobile, Ala.; 10, | 
bins office here, goes to New York) Pickwick Club, Birmingham; 13, 
as professional exec for Feist. | Aud., Montgomery; 14, Armory, Au- | 
Replaced here by Irving Kopple- gust, Ala.; 17-18, Citadel, Charles- 


man, formerly with Famous. ton, Cc. 


Inside 


up time. 


Ben Goldberg to N. Y¥. 
Chicago, Oct. 10. 


in association with Abe 
Frankl. | 


| 


Eddie DeLange Writing 


Eddie DeLange has temporarily 
disbanded his orchestra. He’ll spend 
the next month or so with Jimmy 
Van Heusen writing the score for 
version of ‘Midsummer 


the swing 
Night’s Dream’, since renamed 
‘Swingin’ the Dream’. Crew broke | 


up after a date in New Haven Sun- | 


day (8). ‘Dream’ is the pair’s first 
show score. 
Benny Goodman's new sextette, 


| from within his band, will be a part 
| of the musical for which Goodman 


We Have No Bananas,’ 


himself is musical director. 


Frank Silver Organizing 
Albany, Oct. 11. 
composer of ‘Yes, | 
smash hit of 
1923, is in Albany gathering an or-| 
chestra and planning to open in that | 


Frank Silver, 


Larry Clinton to do Sensation City a dine-dance soot. 


broadcasts from stages of Brandt 
circuit. 


Probably will be called ‘The 


He’s currently at Flatbush, Banana Grove.’ 


| Long, Dan Matthews, 


' part in Vinton Freedley’s adaptation of Dorothy Baker’s book, 


New band of Bobby Byrne, 
to build his own band, includes: 


| 
trombonist, who recently left Jimmy Bea | 
trombones: 


30b Peck, Bobby Guyer, trumpets; Ben 
Jack Torchin, Eddie Mehas, John Smith, 


saxes; flute-clarinet-alto sax, Don Byrne, brother of leader; drums, Wes 
Dean; piano, Ernie Hughes; string bass, Abe Siegel; guitar, Joe Gibbons. 
Jimmy DePalma, singer, from Reggie Childs. Smith is from Ramona’s 
band, Wes Dean from Charlie Barnet. Arrangers are Ruby Raskin, Al 
Datz, Gabe Julian, Jack Meakin, Bob Peck, trumpeter, and Toots Camarata, 
arranger for Dorsey. Billy Burton, personal manager Dorsey, likewise 
for Byrne. 


Eddie Condon, ace guitarist now with Bud Freeman’s Summa Cum 
Laude orchestra at Nick’s Greenwich Village, N. Y., has been signed for a 
‘Young 
Yarn revolves around the life of Bix Beiderbecke, 
Condon was a pal of 


Man With a Horn.’ 
looked upon as the great super-soul on cornet. 
Beiderbecke’s. 

Condon’s never been an actor and was written into every scene in the | 
show soon to go into rehearsal. Burgess Meredith plays the Beiderbecke | 
part. Freeman's outfit may play the show from the theatre pit. 


Paula Kelly has gone back into the Al Donahue band. Singer, who left. 
Donahue several months ago to travel on road tour with her husband, a. 
member of the Modernaires with Paul Whiteman, replaced Peggy Nolan | 
on the band’s closing night at the Rainbow Room, N. Y., last night (Tues- 
day). Donahue is booked for a string of one-nighters ‘and goes into the 
New Yorker Hotel, N. Y., Sunday and Monday (15-16) between the exit | 
of Shep Fields and debut of Paul Whiteman. Also set for four weeks at. 
the Strand theatre, N. Y., starting Dec. 1. 


In 14 dates the band grossed ap- 
proximately $32,000, one date being 
over $7,000. This was at the Gray- 
stone Ballroom, Detroit. 


D’Artega Wins $50,000 


Suit for Commissions 


New York supreme court justice 
Aron Steuer has dismissed the 


| $50,000 action by William Wynne 


against Alfonso D’Artega, orchestra 
leader, for alleged breach of mana- 
gerial contract entered into March 
10, 1937, and to run to June, 1942. 
Wynne was to receive 10% of 
| D’Artega’s earnings. 

D’Artega claimed that shortly after 
the contract was made he set him- 
‘self on a 13-week radio program at 


| $1,500 weekly, and subsequently ap- 


peared on the air for Jello, Admira- 
cion Shampoo, Enna Jettick Shoes, 


| various transcriptions and personal 
‘appearances at the N. Y. World’s 


Fair’s Sun Valley, and various thea- 
tres. It was alleged that he refused 


'to pay the commissions. 


Carts’ Separation Suit 


Asking separation and $100 weekly 
alimony, Winnie Gart charged in N. 
Y. supreme court last week that her 
spouse, John Gart, currently con- 


_ducting hs orchestra at Ciro’s, N.Y. 
| nitery beat and humiliated her when 


he climbed into big coin. 

After reconciliation, she 
charges that when he was booked 
into Ciro’s he demanded a divorce. 
contesting it, Mrs. Gart instituted 


| separation proceedings. 


Karzas Bookings 


Chicago, Oct. 10. 
Anson Weeks’ orchestra returns to 
Trianon ballroom here on Oct. 28. 
On Nov. 28 the Clyde Lucas orches- 
tra comes into the Aragon ballroom 
for a run. 


Scheduled for one nighters at the 


, ballroom during the next couple of 


weeks are Will Osborne, Ina Ray 
Hutton and Paul Pendarvis, doubling 
on the band-stands with the current 
Jack McClean and Dick Jurgens ore 
chestra at the Trianon and Aragon, 
respectively. 


DORSEYS’ DAD IN HOSPITAL 


Father of Jimmy and Tommy Dore 
sey, who suffered a stroke some time 
ago and hasn’t fully recovered, was 
taken to Johns Hopkins Hospital, 
Baltimore, Monday (9). He'll ree 
main there several weeks under ob- 
servation. 

Trip from Bernardsville, N. J., 
home of Tommy, was made by train 
| as the elder Dorsey is in no danger. 
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Night Club Reviews 


LA MARTINIQUE, N. Y. 


Medrano & Donna, Elvira Rios, 
Dick Gasparre and Oscar de la Rosa 
orchestras, Hassan with Mlle. Ailes. 


Ramon (and Renita) and Dario 
(and Diane), the dancers, have 
turned nitery bonifaces with this, a 
class spot, which has every good 
chance of clickng. It’s on the side of 
the original La Conga and, in its new 
Martiniquean decor, brings a_ re- 
freshing note to the New York 
nocturnal skyline. 

Being veteran cafe artists them- 
selves, it is evident that Ramon and 
Dario are putting into execution 
many of the niceties that they or their 
friends undoubtedly would long 
have liked to see installed. For one 
thing, there’s plenty of aisle space 
between tables. The gyp isn’t on, 
for another, and the service is geared 
for the ultimate, with the suave 
Maraschino, one of the better key- 
men, at the door to dress his room. 

Show is overboard. Opening, Has- 
san, assisted by Mlle. Ailes, in a 
bevuine routine, is an hors d’ouevre 
that can or cannot be retained. All 
that this club really needs are the 
two erack bands, Dick Gasparre and | 
Oscar de la Rosa for the Latin | 
rhythms, and the two main acts, 


Elvira Rios, Mexican songstress, and Savoy 


Medrano and Donna, who are among 
the topflight ballroomologists. 

At the premiere everything was 
permitted to run overboard, but 
since then the show has been pruned 
and tightened. M & D did almos 
their entire terpsichorean libretto, 
seemingly under the enthusiastic in- | 
sistance of host-m.c. Ramon. They 
should limit themselves. Senorita 
Rios, 
tilmusicals, is a personality song- 
stress with her Latin tunes, and the 
two make a nice dovetailing. Extra 
length opening night was further 
complicated by George Tapps’ 
friendly gesture to Dairo and Ramon 
by doing a gratis routine, 

Martinique being a French over- 
seas possession, in the Caribbean, the 
motif is nautical, including the 
waiters’ uniforms, naval stripes on 
the captains, etc., giving the atmos- 


phere of the room another different | 


touch. 
New York niteries come and go too 


fast frequently, but La Martinique | 
looks like one that will linger pros- | 
Later on the partner- | 


perously. 
dancers may do their own ballroom- 
ology as entertainers, but for the 
premiere weeks they wisely selected 
another terp team to tee off the pro- 
ceedings. Selection of Medrano and 
Donna is a discriminating booking. 
They rate with the best, and their 


authentic Spanish costuming and 
routines make them the dancers’ 
dancers. 


Premiere gala supper was $6; table 
d’hotes will be $1.50 up; minimums 
$1.50 and $2.50. Abel. 


who has done a couple of, 


aren't here. 
(New Acts) are ballroom tappers. 
The two male singers are both 
long-time faves at the Nixon and get 
by easily. Bob Carter, who also 
m.c.’s, and Angelo Di Palma, in his 
fourth year here, never step on each 
other's toes since Carter goes in for 
those tenorized pash ballads and Di 


| 
orchestra, depending on solid, smooth , 


arrangements that leave the melody 
and eardrums intact. For adult 
patronage the orchestra guaran- 
teed enjoyment. 

Most of the entertainment is Kas- 
sel, with the floor show economically 


Is 


Bob and Maxine Gates set’ up with a small girl line and two 


acts. The Hadley dancers are four 
girls and a young fellow who turn 
out pleasant routines to open 


an adagio couple, youthful and cap- 


| able, with the girl delivering some 


Palma is a roly-poly operatic; both | 


click heavily. Former gives ‘Donkey 
Serenade’ and ‘Rose-Marie’ rousing 
renditions. He also warbles with the 
band during dance sessions. 

Al Marsico’s orchestra remains and 
continues as of 
piece local combos. Marsico'’s set 
here for the year, which is why he 
turned down temporary conductor's 
berth with the deluxe Stanley thea- 
tre orch. Wanted to double, which 
was okay with Conforti but not with 
the theatre. 

Nixon cover charge is 50c. a per- 
son, Cohen. 


Waldorf-Astoria, N. Y. 


Benny Goodman orcn with Lionel 
Hampton, Gloria Day, Ziggy Elman, 
Louise Tobin, Fletcher Henderson, 
Toots Mondello. 


excellent semi - contortion 
work. 


Lew Hoffman is the variety key- 


‘note with his juggling of hats, balls 


‘and cigar boxes. 


From the variety 
halls, he knows how to capitalize 
even on an occasional fumble. Scores 


, big here. 


best eight- | 


Marian Holmes is singer with or- 
chestra. Nice looking girl with 


strictly radio training and delivery. | 


Hugs the microphone and must cul- 


| tivate stage conduct before she can 


| get 
|ether announcer, 
guishes himself with 


Giovanni, 


Pierre Andre, 
m.¢.s 
his 


results. 


clean-cut 
Gold. 


VOGUE ROOM, CLEVE. 


(HOLLENDEN HOTEL) 
Cleveland, Oct. 4. 


Allen, Dorn Bros. & Mary, 
Romeny Three, Sammy 


work. 


Vicki 


Watkin’s Orch (7), 


As a gag play on Benny Good-| 


yesteryear ‘Stompin’ 
, a sequel was fashioned called 
‘Waddlin at the Waldorf’. It was 
prophetic, although years ahead of 
itself, as none then would have 


man's 


at the 


visualized a mixed ofay and Harlem | 


combo at this hostelry, much less a 
| killer-diller combo. 
not only did Benny Goodman have 
‘em bouncing at the Empire Room, 


But last season 


formerly a very stiff-shirt interior— 


_topliner 
' magician. 


As a fall ice-breaker, the Hollen- 
den Vogue Room’s current floor 
show is particularly neat and satis- 


fying, consistently getting the best _Scott’s ‘Powerhouse’ which _ is well | 


play in town. 

The spot has never before tried 
such an unorthodox but smackeroo 
as Giovanni, pickpocket 

He grabs six ringsiders 


‘nightly for stooges, slapsticking them 


dizzy with pocket-picking and mak- 


now quite informal—but he’s back | ing 'em love it. 


again for another fall and winter. 


It's the same Goodman and his 
clarinet with an aggregation of su- 
per-jivesters, plus a couple of added 
1eatures. One of 'em is Gloria Day 
with a tap specialty. Otherwise it’s 
all the band for lure, of which Flet- 
cher Henderson, the band’s arranger, 


at the ivories, with Lionel Hampton | 


| 


Remarkable dexterity in copping 


wristwatches, wallets, etc.. consti- 
|tutes only half of his ability. Not 
|subtle in the least, he pitches his 


|ribbing horseplay to such an_ in- 
fectiously high, robust degree that 


at the vibes, are two sepia features | : . 
‘smart tap routines, but doesn’t get a 


up front specialties with 
Goodman’s_ reed. They make a 
wow trio. Ziggy Elman’s trumpet, 


Toots Mondello, ace sax, and Louise 
Tobin, vocalizing, are spotlighted in 
the combo. Latter, otherwise Mrs. 
Harry James, is filling in while 
Martha Tilton is with a 
‘oast band, but due _ back 
Goodman. 

Tariffs are determined by a club 
dinner menu, ranging from $2 up, 
and while last year’s ‘milk bar’ stunt 
has been eschewed. the emphasis is 
still on the kid draw. Abel. 


with 


Hawaiian Maisonette 
(ST. REGIS HOTEL, N. Y.) 


Elmer Lee orch., Clara Inter (‘Hilo 
Hattie’), Waikiki Girls (5). 


Long called the Maisonette Russe, 


this grillroom of the smart Hotel St. 


NIXON CAFE, PITT | 


| 


| ette, 


Pittsburgh, Oct. 6. 


Al Marsico orch (8), Bob Carter, | 
Bob & Maxine | ¥ 


Angelo Di Palma, 
Gates, Michael Twins, Barbarina & 
Her Poms, Al Norton’s Cocktails (6). 


Tony Conforti’s downstairs spot, 


the most centrally located in town, | 
continues to get the bulk of what- | 


ever nitery biz there is around these 
days. Conforti, a vet in the cafe biz, 
is essentially a restaurant man and 
has been for years. That accounts 
for his big dinner trade, which sel- 
dom varies whatever the attraction. 
The show's merely an addenda for 
him and he leaves that exclusively in 
the hands of local booker Joe Hil'er. 

Considering the low budget, the 
little entertainment the Nixon hands 
out isn’t so bad. For one thing, it’s 
the best floor show in town, 
that’s more a criticism of the general 
state of cafe talent locally than it is 
any particular boost for Conforti’s 
place. 

Best thing on the menu is the line 
of six gals, Al Norton’s Cocktails, a 
nice precision ensemble that can go 
right through the hoofing repertoire. 
They do three numbers, first a bal- 
let-tap, with three doing toe stuff 
and the others taps; the second is a 
typical musical comedy routine with 


weakest, and the last the best. It’s a 
circus cocktail, with the kids mop- 
ping up the floor in a tumbling chal- 
lenge that’s tops in acros. Couple 
of them, the Michael Twins, step out 
later for a specialty on their own, 
n.s.h.; they'd do well to stick with 
their sisters. 

Novelty is provided by Barbarina 
and Her Poms, nice-looking gal 
dancer working with three pome- 
ranians who are slickly trained. Bar- 
barina herself does most of the 
work, the poms adding atmosphere 
and not much more. They do a 
couple of backspins and some tread- 
wheels while their mistress is spin- 
ning over a mat, but the usual sock 
tricks of the average canine turn 


| Inter, 


but | 


Regis is now the Hawaiian Maison- 
completely done over into a 
hula decor at a $12,000 cost, the re- 
sultant business proving anew that 
‘it ain’t whatcha do, it’s the way that 
ou do it.’ Because, certaintly, the 
you do it.” 

General manager—Gaston Laury- 
sen planed to Honolulu for his at- 
traction, which is really nothing 


much, but somehow they enjoy a rep | 


in the Hawaiian belt, and the well- 


who is a sort of 


| Bros. and Mary, are awarded much | 
smaller | 


heckled victims can’t take offense. 
Vicki Allen has swell gams _ plus 
effervescent youthfulness and some 


big enough break. Confined to two 
numbers, she still manages to sand- 
wich a lot of razzle-dazzle spins and 
clever footwork into them. 
Trio of swing vocalizers, Dorn 
more time than they deserve. From 
an okay ‘Blue Heaven’ medley, as 


one boy strums a uke, they tear into | 


several 
trains, 


vocal impersonations of 
Wayne King and hillbillies. 


‘It’s rather corny, but they dress up 


these bits with an engaging zip in 
harmony. One, of a Negro evange- 
list, is excellent character work. A 
couple of pieces could stand pruning, 
but their schoolday ditty is a sweet 
closer. 

Romany Three, male instrumental- 
ists-songsters, are strolling faves 
who return to start semester with 
Sammy Watkins’ band, which is al- 
most an institution here. Latter 
hasn’t changed its style of reliable, 


| Sweet swing that this spot demands. 


Pullen. 


Carmichael’s Par Date 


Hoagy Carmichael has been set 


for the Paramount, New York. Open- | 


ing date isn’t definite, but will prob- 


| ably be during November. 


| 


| the J. J. Shubert musical 


Sophie Tucker, and Elmer Lee’s or- | 


chestra. Latter, for a string combo, 
certainly gets them out on the dance 
floor. 

The Waikiki Girls (5) merely dress 
the room, also doing a little fol-de- 
rol in cut-out panels which now line 
the walls. These animate panels are 
a good idea on the decor, and are be- 


ing extended to dress both sides of | 


the room. 


Maisonette is the highlicht of this 
room always, with the suave August 
back at the door. handling a difficult, 
jam-up situation expertly. The room 
also achieves two dinner turnovers 
by featuring an early theatre-curtain 
service, to get out in time for 8:40 at 
1 legit; and also the leisurely conti- 
nental manner of dining well past 
10 n.m. 

Prime lure for the Hawaiian Mai- 


fans ‘ny; | sonette right now is its new atmos- 
black fans to ‘Night and Day,’ their | vhere. 


J The show, while lightweight. 
is seemingly quite adequate, judging 
by the biz. Abel. 


(BISMARCK HOTEL) 


Chicago, Oct. 5. 
Orch (12), Marian 
Holmes. Lew Hoffman, Maurice & 
Betty Whalen, Pierre Andre, Jane 
| Hadley Dancers (5). 


Art Kassel 


' Art Kassel’s orch is back in the 
Bismarck hotel for the start of an- 
other season. In the past several 
years crew has built a sure following 
in this room, 

He comes in with a fresh, smooth 


| Fas 
The class manner of conducting the | East 48th street 


Carmichae|] 


Simone Simon will appear. Show is 


tentatively sporting two tags, ‘Three | 


Blind Mice’ and ‘The Gibson Girls.’ 


Nitery Followup 


Tommy Lyman is at 1% Hedges, 
(N. Y.) restaurant, 
where he accounts for post-10 p.m. 
trade with his intime songs. Lyman 
is a veteran of many years standing, 
but looks as chipper as ever. He 
sings stuff that runs the gamut from 
Harrigan and Hart to Rodgers and 
and Hart, his appearance is ageless 
and he remains to this day, as he 
always was known in the profession, 
‘the greatest table wroker among the 
singers.’ 

His ballads embrace the widest 
range and, of course, his ‘Melancholy 
Baby.’ as popularized by him, re- 
mains in show biz annals the great- 
est torcher of them all. Likewise 
his ‘Blue Heaven’ was given its first 
real impetus by Lyman although, 
through the Victor recording, more 


widely associated with Gene Austin. | 


Lyman’s flair for pianologing is 
instinctive and possessed of all the 
natural attributes of showmanship. 
He nurtures some of the lesser 
known works by the Berlins, Kerns, 
et al. and when he springs them 
they sound like new discoveries. His 
special treatment, with fresh lyrics, 
is another asset. Al Lamb, piano 
assisting, seems to be attuned in- 
stinctively to the type of numbers 


Lyman will want to do next, since 
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and | 
close. Maurice and Betty Whalen are | 


adagio | 


a top, 
and distin- | 


is currently working | 
traveled St. Regis patronage seems | With Johnny Mercer on the score for | 
| to recognize ‘Hilo Hattie,’ nee Clara 
seaweed | 


in which | 


Wedn 


esda 
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NEW 


ACTS 


DEL COURTNEY ORCHESTRA and 


(10) 


With Phyllis Colt, Sherman Hayes, 
Joe Martin, Ross, Palmer & Stan- 


ton. 
35 Mins,; Band Set 
Loew’s State, N. Y. 


'and so on into New York, with a 
‘candid camera’ style of instrumental 
production values to build up 


tunes. But the idea isn’t well exe- 


cuted on the State rostrum, although | 


‘candid camera’ billing is re- 
| tained, even unto the inclusion of a 
| special olio. 

As evolved, Courtney has a plea- 
but undistinguished presenta- 


Sant 


something really important. Save 
for the assumption 
ence knows what ‘candid camera’ 
means, it’s just another band presen- 
tation with a natty bunch of boys 
fronted by an affable maestro. 
Combination is sweet but not 
schmaltzy, comprising three reeds, 
three brass, drums, guitar (which 
may be phoney, as Joe Martin 
principally a singer), bass, piano and 
organ-piano. Opens with a ‘Great 
Day’ by Martin vocally, backed by 
the band instrumentally. 
Thence into Ross, Palmer 
Stanton’s terp specialty. Mixed trio 
is announced as from ‘Leave It to 
|Me.’ Two boys and a girl do three 
numbers, a concerted taps opening. 
!Follows an impression of Raymond 


jenough done but too reminiscent ot 


ithe dance mechanique as created by. 


the 6 Debonairs. Their concluding 
'shag-conga is really original with 
,them, combining a conga line with 
| shag variations. 

Up to this point, therefore. Court- 


| ney has been incidental to the spe- | 


cialists. His main number is a med- 
ley of tunes the band recorded, with- 
/out mentioning the disk 


He’s a tenor who doubles from sax. 
'Thence Phyllis Colt, cute swing- 
singer with ‘Bluebird Sings’ and 
|‘Beer Polka,’ which is a repeat on 
Jackie Heller earlier in the show, ex- 
cepting that she medleys it with ‘Jim 
‘Jam Jumping Jive.’ In bare feet and 
gunny-sack costuming, for an 
Ozark specialty, her ‘Hillbilly Bride’ 
|looks better than it sounds. An Ha- 
| waiian war dance number, 
irhythm, is the band’s signoff. It’s a 
heritage from the band’s engagement 


j in a swant hula hostelry. Incident- 


ally, for the hoof, Courtney is plenty | 


okay. 


|} worthy musical interlude who could 
| capitalize on his nicely progressive 
| radio buildup to fuller extent with a 
jeannier stage presentation. 
| pleasing enough here, but could be 

socko with some extra thought to his 
| act. Abel. 


| GEORGE BELL 
| Instrumental Novelty 

5 Mins. 

Stanley, Pittsburgh 
| Of the current crop of Major 
| Bowes amateurs in his Fifth Anni- 
'versary Revue, George Bell looks 
|lik> the best bet to go places. He's 
a good-looking youngster with a 
novelty turn that definitely has pos- 
sibilities, and a little reminiscent of 
Wilbur Hall, Paul Whiteman’s old 
comedy interest who late: branched 
out as a vaude single. Bell 
with some tricky fiddling. running 
{the instrument up and down across 
iq stationary bow, and then keeps 
playing while he breaks into a hot 
tan dance. 

Following that, he brings on a 
regulation-sized trumpet, gets a toy 
tune out of it, and then balances the 
instrument on his mouth while he 
toots out a workmanlike tune. Later 


| uses two trumpets, balancing both 
'of them and playirg at the same 
|time. His double-lipping is first- 
| rate. 

Kid has a nice personality in ad- 
dition to his other talents. Has 


enough novelty in his turn to give 

lit better than an even chance to land 

outside the Bowes classification 
Cohen 


ithe routine is unrehearsed and yet 
| perfectly cued, depending on what 
| the customers want to hear. 

Lyman was standard before World 
War 1, a widely known _ intime 
| worker during the dim-roomed pro- 
| hibition era rooms, and emerges an 
leven mellower and more polished 
| balladeer today. 


Bill’s Gay Nineties is one cafe that 
| winds up with the N. Y. Fair’s final 
stretch more in the black than the 

Fair, with no complaints about the 
| big expo. While there has been al- 
most universal squawk that the 
hinterlanders didn’t mean a 
so far as the nite clubs are con- 
‘cerned, what few who did gravitate 
‘from Flushing Meadows to the 


|niteries seem to have put the em- | 


| phasis on Bill Hardy's mauve decade 
room. 
| It’s an institution now. one of 
those nostalgic bistros where they 
| come to sit, drink and renew yester- 
| year memories through yesteryear 
|songs. It’s tough, mayhaps, on the 
| singers, but by and large, it’s mama- 
substantial burghers, 


trade, 


Del Courtney started commanding 
|attention on the air, out of Albany, 


his 


tion, whereas he has the makings of | 


that the audi-, 


is | 


and 


company. | 
Sherman Hayes is featured vocally. | 


For stage purposes, Courtney is a | 


starts | 


thing, | 


RUTH AND BILLY AMBROSE 
Dancing 

6 Mins. 

Strand, N. Y. 

If some musical producer or class 
nitery is looking for something new 
fresh and young in the way of dance 
teams, this team is the answer. They 
hold just about everything, includ- 
ing personal attractiveness. 

They're new to New York right 
now, but should stick around and vo 
places. Open with a waltz, move 
into a soft-shoe foxtrot and then 
close with a comedy interpretation 
of a couple of shagging highschool 
kids. First two dances are all class 
and classy in delivery; last is for 
comedy and is a nice touch for var- 
iation. 

Girl, a looker, is well dressed in 
a blue gown, while boy, also nice- 
looking, is in tails. One thing is 
certainly distinctive about them— 
they look American. 

Reception here was very big at 
last show opening night. Scho, 


FRANCISCO 

Spook Show 

57 Mins. 

Linceln, Lincoln, Neb. 


A. F. Bull, who uses his middle 
name, ‘Francisco’, for his billing, is 
trekking over the central U.S. on a 
string of solo midnighters. He calls 
the turn a spook show, but the 
spooks occupy barely eight minutes 
|of the full time, and that for the 
closer. Otherwise, it is strictly a 
magic show. His tricks are those 
used by most of the standard trick- 
sters of the vaude era, with nothing 
new or especially astounding. 

He has two assistants, uniformed 
and male, who help him do his 
/ stunts, which makes it an extremely 
low nut proposition, capable of com- 
ing out handily on the straight per- 
centage deals made with all houses. 

Since it’s strictly a midnight show 
proposition, he would probably come 
| nearer having a well rounded pre- 
| sentation with a femme, or two, in 
the opus to give it a bit of s.a.. As 
the act is worked purely in a 
series of almost mechanical maneu- 


Is, 


vers, which could stand a little 
dressing. Barn. 
BOB AND MAXINE GATES 
Dancing 
10 Mins. 
' Nixon Cafe, Pittsburgh 

Though a_ good-looking team of 


terpers, the Gateses need some rou- 
tines. Right now they're laboring 
too hard with too little. Their tap 
stuff is about all they seem to be 
working on and there are times 
when the fellow’ particular 
sounds as if he’s trying to stomp 
through the hardwood. 

Gal, a red-head, has class written 
all over her and boy is an attrac- 
tive juvenile type, but couple aren’t 
cashing in on the s. a. possibilities. 
Those pashy strut bits they inject 
in each of their routines should be 
emphasized more and the ordinary 
tap stuff soft-pedaled. 

First number is a fast rat-tat that’s 
pretty average, but they improve 
with a rhumba tap that’s more in 
| keeping with their appearance. They 


steer clear entirely of the usual 
ballroom doings. He's garbed in 
tails and she wears a tight-fitting 


black gown that shows plenty. 
Cohen. 


PEARL ROBINS 
Dancer 

3 Mins. 

Music Hall, N. Y. 

Pearl Robins is a toe tapster and. 
as such, quite sensational in the type 
of strenuous hoofology she does 
while perched on her nether digits. 
Hers is a brief three-minute spe- 
cialty, part of the Radio City Music 
Hall presentation, but so socko she 
suggests further possibilities for 
rostrum work, from production to 
cafes. 

Smartly presented with bright 
footgear to highlight her tootsies, her 
brief interlude is made to count for 
utmost results. Abel. 


whose 60c and 75¢ per drink add up 
into nice totals. 
Among the talent, Charles Strick- 
land, a pioneer dance maestro of the 
early Paul Specht-B. A. Rolfe days, 
is now here, at the ivori Harry 
| Donnelly, one of Jimmy Durantes 
original mayhemers at the old Dever 
and Parody, is alternate pianologist. 
Spike Harrison. with a McCoy 
/tough-Bowery kisser, is another ef- 
fective specialist to self-accomp. 
Billy Lorraine, Harold Willard, the 
Gay Nineties Quartet. Gus Wicke 
and a new soprano, Rosa Williams. 
also good, round it out. Hardy | as 
| just opened a new third-floor room 
for the banquet trade. His collection 
of old programs, heralds and other 
theatricana give the Gay Nineties 
| the proper museum flavor. 
Hardy is related to the Jack and 
/Charlie (21') clan, himself 
started as a busboy at the old Rels- 
| enweber’s and Healy’s until conceiv- 
ing the idea of a gaslight and bustles 
motif for a bistro. A downstairs 
bar and’the upstairs room for the 


| show have made this one of the 
, town’s more consistent winner 
‘through the years. Abel. 


| 
| 
| 
| WALNUT ROOM, CHI. | | 
| 
| 
| 
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Harry Howard Squawks to AGVA 
On Short Payoff Involving Dows 


+ 


First short-payoff squawk in some 
{ime involving A. & B. Dow, indie 
man and wife booking team, was reg- 
istered last week by Harry Howard 


with the American Guild of Variety 
Artists. It involves his ‘Hollywood 
Hotel’ unit, with the date in ques- 
tion being the Paramount, Spring- 
field, Mass., operated by the Gold- 
stein Bros. 

Howard charges that Nate Gold- 
stein made deductions from _ the 
unit’s percentage of the gross, con- 
trary to the terms of a special con- 
tract he had with the Dows. Ac- 
cording to Howard, the deal stipu- 
lated that the unit was to split 50- 
50 in the gross after the house de- 
ducted the straight cost of stage- 
hands and musicians. Instead, How- 
ards claims, Goldstein demanded an 
additional $370 for stagehands’ over- 
time and held up until the last min- 
ute the unit’s departure Thursday 
night (5) for the Palace, Akron, 
where it is current. In order to 
get his money and his show out of 
town, Howard claims, he made a 
temporary settlement with Goldstein, 
paying two-thirds of the $370. 

According to Howard, he _ lost 
$1,200 on the date, the gross not be- 
ing big enough to pay off in full the 
52 people with the show and trans- 
portation costs. This is pretty much 
the same unit with which Howard 
toured Australia last season, carry- 
ing a 24-girl line, two stagehands, 
leader and advance man, besides 
Stuart and Martin, Paul Nolan, 
Evelyn Wilson, eight Harvest Moon 
Ball dancers, Dawn and Jose, four 
singers and others. He claims he 
has to get around $4,500 to break 
even. 

Since the passing of the old arbi- 
tration board of the Variety Man- 
agers Assn. (VMA), complaints of | 
this type in the trade have been 
scarce, chiefly due to the fact that 
actors now can’t bring their squawks 
to other than the civil courts, and 
usually don't bother doing that. 


N. Y. State Sets Durant 


| tag for his own use. 


| the action. 


Helbock Reopening Onyx 
With Jim Mundi’s Orch 


Onyx Club, New York, closed for 
past couple months, will reopen 
some time this week. Definite date 
is not set, but it’s tentatively down 
for Friday (13). Spot will have the 
new Jim Mundi band, only recently 
formed and playing its first date. Leo 
Watson, former Gene Krupa, vocal- 
ist, and later head of the Spirits of 
Rhythm, is with Mundi and heads an 
eight-piece hot unit from within the 
band. Madeleine Green, Benny 
Goodman protege, is band’s vocalist. 
Mundi plays sax and was Goodman’s 
arranger for a long time. 

Spot will be opened by Joe Hel- 
bock, originally a partner in the old 
Onyx and later shunted out. He 
opened a spot further up 52d street 
early this summer, going through 
long legal attempts to take the Onyx 
Was denied 
and he named his spot the Key Club. 
It folded soon after opening. 


Court Cafe Definition 
In Classification Row 
Favors Mont’! Upbeat 


Montreal, Oct. 10. 

Nitery biz seems likely to stage | 
comeback, with several new spots | 
probable, as a result of decision! 
handed down in local courts favor- 
ing the Tic Toc in lawsuit brought 
by city of Montreal to collect an- 
nual license fee of $1,000. 

Courts ruled that the city had 
designated the Tic Toc as a ‘club’ in | 
The city’s own by-law | 


} 


differentiates between a ‘club,’ for 
which a license fee of $200 is speci- 
fied, and a singing, dancing or con- | 
cert cafe, for which $1,000 is de- | 
manded. Ruling would enable many | 
spots to profit because the difference 
in fees would mean the difference | 
between opening and closing. 
Municipal authorities claimed that 


MUFF OUT 


Court Rules 
Enough Clothing for Dancer 


Columbus, Oct. 10. 
A muff, no matter how ‘large and 
substantial,’ is not sufficient attire 
for a dancer, unanimously ruled the 
Franklin County Court of Appeals 
in the case of Esther Jacobs, pro- 
prietress of Esther’s, a nitery. Mrs. 


Wil. Morris Agency First to Be 


Licensed by AGVA; Nitery Actors 
Holding Confabs on Conditions 


Jacobs had been fined $200 for per- 
mitting a dancer billed as Yvette to 
do ‘immoral and indecent’ dances, 

Defense had maintained that the 
muff used by dancer was large 
enough to cover the body. 


Dancers’ Sub-Dodging 
Return From France 


Florence and Alvarez and Harris, 
Claire and Shannon, ballroom dance 
acts, returned last week from Europe 
aboard the first French boat to ne- 
gotiate the crossing, the San Pedro. 

Took the freighter 16 days, includ- 
ing dodging from France to England 


e 
Demand for Live 
Talent Brings On : 
and a two-day layover near Liver- 
e e poo] to shake off German subs. Terp- 


tions on another boat were can- 
celled. 


The American Guild of Variety 
Artists this week signed a contract 
with the William Morris office, the 
first such agency license it has is- 
sued. Understood a number of other 
agencies in New York and elsewhere 
will sign in the next few days. Union 
intends to license all talent repre- 
sentatives in the field. 


Contract is merely a temporary 
one, running for 30 days and subject 
revision thereafter. Subsequent 
terms will be worked out by a com- 
mittee headed by Hal Sherman, 
Hoofer current in ‘Hellzapoppin.’ In 
| most cases agencies will be required 
to post bonds, but that rule may be 
waived in the cases of offices with 
top rating in the business. 


With Mrs. Dorothy Bryant newly 
installed executive-secretary, 
AGVA is intensifying its organizing 
efforts. Committee has been named 
to study the various problems and 
report back weekly to the board of 
directors. The membership commit- 
tee is headed by Henry Dunne and 
the night club committee by Mario 
| Naldi. 


Paul Sanders and Max Halperin 
were appointed Monday (9) by the 
board to organize the circus and 
carnival field, operating out of Chi- 
cago and reporting directly to the 
New York headquarters. They will 
work for three months on a flat fee. 


As of Monday (9) the initiation 


Cleveland, Oct. 10. 
Demand for fiesh and uncanned Evansville S Joe Cook 

music is bringing back not only P 
thrice-a-week vaude, but also a new 
type of crganist to nabe film houses. Day to Mark Preem 
Latter carries his own electric port- 0 C ee U ° 
able organ, doubling among five or f OMIC » nit Tour 
six houses in one week, offering con- 
certs plus song-slides used in com-| with plans for a musical starring 
munity sings. .__,|Joe Cook set back until later in the 

er aS‘ sonal appearances supporte ya 

_ COr Arter western spots. irs ate wi e 
in = Saturday (14) at the Grand, Evans- 
ors for an earful, ‘Pop’ Henderson, | yjjJe, Ind., his home town, where he 
vet theatre owner, suggested a try- | has not professionally appeared 
out at his Lorain-Fulton. Went over | since his stage debut 20 years ago. 
so well with audiences ese maven § | Mayor of the town has proclaimed 
heard an organlog outside of a Saturday as ‘Joe Cook Day’ and) 
for so Herman | there will be a | 
got five more weekly DOOKInNgs. Bill supporting Cook will be ‘Sir’ | 

He solves transportation problem | Geoffrey Haie, Hal Harper, The | 

by renting an auto trailer-truck, into | Deweys, Charles Senna, Andy Mc-| 
which he loads his $1,200 Hammond | Bann, Johnny Sager, Dorothy Sher- 
outfit like an old-time itinerant ped-| man and a line of 20 Chester Hale 
dler, carting it to theatres that dis- | girls, 
mantled their house organs years | date will be at the Palace, Chicago. 
ago. Also dug up a box of ancient 
illustrated song-slides. He has al- 
ready inspired two other former the- 


atre organists to take up with port- 
able organs, 


Cantor Threatens Libel 


FOR 4 TEXAS WEEKS, 


The ‘Silver Jubilee’ vaude bill has | 
been definitely lined up by Charles | 
J. Freedman, interstate booker with | 


fee will no longer be waived for | 


members of other Associated Actors 
& Artistes of America unions joining 
AGVA. And effective Nov. 20, mem- 
bers of the American Federation of 
Actors must also pay an initiation 
fee to join the new union. In the 


The Cook unit's following; meantime, AFA members may join 


without paying the initiation rap. 
Nitery Performers Meet 
Meetings for performers in certain 


OLD-TIMER UNIT SET 7 | roups of New York night clubs are 


now being held on Tuesday after- 
noons to discuss the problems and 
working conditions of the field. First, 
held at the AGVA offices yesterday, 
included members from Bertolotti’s, 
Cafe Society, El Chico, Famous Door, 


For Quickest Repeat .::: had been obliged to bring ac- 


Jack Durant, currently at Loew’s 
Siate, New York, returns to that 
theatre Nov. 16, the quickest re- 
booking in the history of the State. 

Durant recently returned from 


London, where his 14-week Palla-' 


dium date was Called off because of 
the war. 


Casa Loma’s 4th Xmas 
Date Set for N. Y. Par 


Glen Gray’s Casa Loma orch, 
which inaugurated the New York 
Paramount’s pit band policy five 
years ago, has been rebooked for the 
house this coming Xmas, It was 
during the latter holiday in 1934 
that the house first started to book 
bands, 

Casa Loma’s date will be the 
fourth such booking for the band 
at the house in the past five years. 
It missed celebrating the anniver- 
sary one year because of a previous 
commitment. 


Units in N. C. 


Charlotte, N. C., Oct. 10. 


‘Stork Club Scandals,’ a 22-people 
William Cushman unit, under the di- 
rection of Ed Gardiner, is playing 
the North Carolina Theatres’ chain 
this week and next. Plus a chorus, 
acts are Charlene, Sugarfoot and 
Rufus, Dix Dunbar, Tancini, Missing 
Brothers and Jack Maynard's band. 

Ezra Buzzington and his original 
Pine Ridge Revue also playing in 
the Carolinas, with Cedrick Wee- 
hunt, of the Lum and Abner radio 
show. 
other touring 
houses currently. 


Carolina’ picture 


J. VAUDE UPBEAT 


Increase in vaude in Jersey City 
took place last week, with one house 
adding stage shows and another ex- 
tending its playing time. 

Temple theatre, operated by Jim 

inkov, is using acts Wednesdays 


and Sundays in its live talent break- | 


in. Colony, which formerly used 


vaude only on Fridays, has extended 
it to Fridays and Saturdays. 


Maji, the magician, is an-| 


| tion against the defendant as Tic Toc 
Club, Inc., under the official name 
of the nitery. City charged that a 
,corporate name did not necessarily 
| outline purpose for which the or- 
| ganization was incorporated. Action 
|charged that Tic Toc was carrying 


| biz and therefore liable to the $1,000 
license, 

| Courts held that as a club, the de- 
'fendants were just as much entitled 
ito engage professional dancers or 
| other entertainers as an individual in 
;own home. As a result of ruling 
|civie action against Club Savoy was 
postponed to allow defendants to 
produce provincial incorporation 
documents granted them as a club. 


Raye Unit Gets Toledo 


on singing, dancing or concert cafe | 


Suit vs. 2 Columnists; 


Eddie Cantor, through his personal 
rep, Ben Holzman, has _ requested 
|Drew Pearson and Robert S. Allen, 
‘authors of syndicated ‘Washington 
Merry-Go-Round’ column, to print 
his side of story in comedian’s recent 
verbal encounter with Maury Maver- 
;ick, mayor of San Antonio, Tex., on 
| threat of suing columnists for libel. 
Pearson and Allen, according to 
Cantor, printed only Maverick’s ver- 
/sion of the item and he insists it was 
damaging to his reputation. 
| Cantor, itemed Pearson and Allen, 
|denounced Maverick’s okay for a 
Communist meeting in San Antonio 
land then refused to come out with 
|a statement for free speech when re- 
| quested by the mayor to do so. Can- 
|tor said he never mentioned Maver- 


Break-in Prior to N. | ick’s name, and that his speech was 


| The Martha Raye unit, with Bob 
| Zurke’s band, latter new to eastern 
| stages, will get a three-day break-in 
at the Paramount, Toledo, before 
| coming into the Par, New York. To- 
|ledo date starts Nov. 3, with N. Y. 
| Opening set for Nov. 8. 

Broadway booking is for two 
weeks at least. 
fice is agenting. 


‘Pair of Powells; Teddy 
| Backs Dick at N.Y. Par 


| Teddy Powell orchestra, now at 
/the Famous Door, N. Y., goes into 
ithe Paramount, N. Y., Oct. 25 with 
Dick Powell. Band closes at the 
Door day before (24), being re- 
placed by Fatts Waller and Maxine 
Sullivan. 

Makes the fourth band to hop from 
a start at the Door to the Paramount. 
Count Basie, 
Woody Herman were the others. 


Rosen CRA Cafe Head 


Matty Rosen, who was on tour 


is back in New York as an agent. 


William Morris of- | 


Charlie Barnet and 


| the same one he used for the Warm 


Springs Foundation campaign a year 
ago. 


Defines Maverick Clash, 


Consolidated Radio Artists, and | Havana Madrid, Jimmy Kelly’s, Leon 
opens Nov. 4 in Ft. Worth, with | & Eddie’s, Queen Mary, Village 
Dallas, Houston and San Antonio to | Barn and Club 18. : . 
follow for four weeks in all. | With Mrs. Bryant’s assumption of 

Talent lineup of the show, which the executive-secretary post, the 
will play like a variety bill of the | Union's office in West 42nd street, 
golden era, includes Smith and Dale | New York, has been closed and the 
(Avon Comedy Four), Mr, and Mrs. }entire staff is now housed in the 
Jack Norworth, in ‘The Naggers,’ West 46th street address, formerly 
sketch; Fred Hildebrand and Vera | merely the organizing headquarters. 
Michaelina, a headline act of yee | eee the union will quit the 
teryear; Tess Gardella (Aunt Je-'| — place early next month, taking 
mima), and Allen and Kent. Latter be offices, 
are young but carry an old-time into join quarters with the 
mixed team of challenge dancers. oreo Actors Guild, American Fed- 

The intact bill will play the In- eration of Radio Artists, American 
terstate houses on @ guarantee and | Guild of Musical Artists and Chorus 
percentage arrangement. |Equity. Actors Equity will remain 

|}at its West 47th street address. 

As soon as temporary contracts 

jhave been set with the New York 


|night clubs and vaudeville houses, 


Keene’s Kid Shows 
land the local organization is func- 


Lionel Keene, formerly with | 
Loew’s, is staging kiddie shows in the | tioning smoothly, Mrs. Bryant plans 
south under charitable auspices,|t® make a quick trip to contact the 
working out of Atlanta. |Boston, Chicago, Los Angeles and 
Keene has the backing of the | 5an Francisco offices. That will not 


| be possible perhaps for at least three 
Southeastern Shrine Assn. (Masonic). | weeks. After that, she hopes 


Pittsburgh, Oct. 10. 

| Action of some nitery owners here 
lin meeting the emergency caused by 
| State Liquor Board’s Saturday mid- 
night curfew is approaching the 
‘ridiculous. In trying to grab off 
part of the shekels they'll lose be- 
| tween the hours of 12 and 2 am., 
flock of the boys are going in for 
| daytime schedules. 

Bill Green's Casino has announced 
‘that hereafter it will be open for 
|dancing on Saturdays at 5:30 p.m.; 
|Lou Passarello at the New Penn is 
unshuttering on that day at 7 p.m., 
and a number of other roadhouses 
are advancing Saturday 


|sions between dinner and supper. 


Pitt Niteries Trying to Beat Curfew 
Via Daytime Terps; Sat. Biz Off 50% 


opening | an end week before last, but so far! Primrose, 
hours anywhere from 6 p.m. to 8:30. | there’s been no word from Harris- 

Downtown spots for the most part | burg. 
with Ramona’s band for some time, are eliminating the non-music ses-; down tight last Saturday at mid- 


to be able to hold general member- 
| Ship meetings in the various cities 
where there are active organizations. 
| According to members who have 
| attended the AGVA 
|board is one of the most active in 

It has con- 


its sessions, 


| enced by representatives of the 
}other unions and on several occa- 
music between 9 and 10 are, Sions has kicked over policies and 
keeping their orks glued to the|Plans which had been established 
bandstand right through from din-|by the Four A’s board while the or- 
ner to midnight, and other Golden | ganization was in a formative state. 
Triangle cafes are following suit.| Jay C. Flippen, new president suc- 
Its a break for musicians at least, | ceeding Eddie Cantor, is reported to 
It doesn’t cut down their working | be particularly active in the group's 
schedules and keeps their pay sta- , meetings. 

tionary. 

Nitery owners are still hoping 
against hope that Board will make 
an adjustment and let music and Milwaukee, Oct. 10. 
dancing continue at least until 1 a.m. The Hollywood (1,000 seats), La 
Sunday mornings, even though booze Crosse, embarked on a 10-week 
Sales stop at 12, License commis-| yaude policy Thursday (7), with 
sions had promised to hand down a/ five acts Thursdays and Fridays. 
decision before daylight time came to | Opening show featured Joe Dorris, 
Miaco, Dunbar’s Swiss 
Bell Ringers, Lee Rose and Rose 
shutting Marie Flynn. 

Acts are booked through Mutual, 
inn-keepers estimated their; New York, which is shipping packe 


Mutual’s New Customer 


With everything 


night, 


| He's now head of the cafe depart- William Penn hotel and Nixon Cafe, | Saturday biz had fallen off at least age shows at costs ranging from $6§$ 


| ment of Consolidated Radio Artists.; which have always dispensed with | 50%. 


‘to $100 daily. 
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Conn. Bars Femme Performers 


After Police Warn Niteries 


Hartford, Oct. 10. 


Under a ruling from the General 
Attorney's office no female enter- 
tainer is allowed to work in a public 
dining room after 10 p.m. Law, as 
passed in last state legislature, spe- 
cifically states that no female shall 
be permitted to be employed after 
that hour, 

Group of female entertainers and 
bookers of night clubs met here Sun- 
dav night (8) to determine what ac- 
tion to take. Similar meetings are 
to be held in other sections of the 
State. 


With threats of pulling shows off | 


the floor, State Police in New Lon- 


to be taken some time this week. 
! Meeting was called by Garry Mill- 
| stein, local booker. 

| Interpretation that femme enter- 
| tainers be off the floor was made by 
|G, A. office after requests for clari- 
| fication of state law that forbids the 
employment of all femmes in res- 
taurants after curfew hour. Enforce- 


ried. Many performers are under 21 
and state liquor law specifically for- 
bids employment of anyone under 
that age at any place where liquor 
is sold, 


VAUDE-—NIGHT C 


ment of this act brings out another | 
angle that has many bookers wor- | 
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LUBS 


| Unit Review 


| #15 YEARS 


(From Variety) 


STAGE JAMBOREE 


(Unit No. 1) 
(METRO, RED WING, MINN.) 


With the Shuberts’ withdrawal of 
their advertising from the N. Y. 
Red Wing, Minn., Oct. 7. Telegram-Mail, six newspapers in 
Rose Marie Flynn, Lee Ross, Kli- Gotham had come under the mana- 
Ban, Primrose, Joe Dorris, Dubar’s | gers’ ban. 
‘Swiss Bell Ringers (4); ‘Sherlock 
Holmes’ (20th). Theatre biz was up in Los Angeles 
with the first rain there in seven 
This sizes up pretty much as a> months. 
renaissance. ‘Stage Jamboree,’ unit 
No. 1, begins here a western trek | 
also begun by nine other units via! 
rural routes all the way from the 
New Jersey flats. Their promoters | 
acclaim them as ‘pioneers in redis- | 
covering rural America for vaude- | 
ville.’ 
The ‘Jamboree’ idea is the brain- 


Gyps in Washington were getting 
as high as $125 for a pair of box 
seats per game for the World Series. 


London cabaret owners, headed by 
Harry Foster, organized to combat 
West End theatres’ and laborites’ at- 
_chila of Harry Sherman and New | tempts to curtail the late hours of 
York associates. They have rea- the niteries 
soned that vaudeville can be put i 
‘across as a trade stimulus in the 


Channing Pollock’s ‘The Fool,’ 


| 
} 
| 
| 
| 


Peyton Won't Rebuild 


Nitery Razed by Fire; 
Scramming Pitt Jinx 


Pittsburgh, Oct. 10. 

Eddie Peyton, whose $85,000 nitery 
on the Stubenville Pike was com- 
pletely destroyed by flames last 
week, doesn't intend to rebuild the 
place, but will go to some other city, 
probably Detroit. Tough luck has 
dogged Peyton here for several 
years, ever since he served a work- 
house term for beating up a patron, 


|and he’s determined to start anew 


somewhere else. 
Peyton 15 years ago was one of 


| town’s leading band leaders and en- 


tertainers, building his own night 
spot in 1932 with his show biz profits. 
For a while it was one of the most 
successful operations in town, but 
bottom fell out of it following Pey- 


don County have already notified 


proprietors of night | Vaude’s Upbeat Pulling 
“ Acts Out of Retirement; 
Millers Try Comeback 


Though no definite action was 
taken at the Sunday night meeting, 
aside from forming an organization, 
the Actors Protective League, appli- 
cation for an injunction is expected 


LORD 
STEWART 


Tailors of Today— 
And Tomorrow 


= 


sance has the boys and girls dusting 
off their scripts and, from Holly- 
/wood and Vine particularly, the 
‘Coast gang is sending out word that 
"many are ‘available’ and willing to 
come out of ‘retirement.’ 

In the east, for example, Eddie and 


| Lou Miller, long a standard act, who 
| have been successfully conducting 
their own talent studios, are reunit- 
|ing. Lou Miller and his wife, Alice 
Bradford, have been on the air also 


LONDON: 19 Albemarle Street |in the meantime, and Eddie Miller, 
: besides sending out talent troupes 


PICCADILLY, W. 1 | from his school, is also active in New 


NEW YORK: 660 FIFTH AVENUE York radio channels, 
"The. THEAT RE of the STARS 


BOOKING AGENCY 


GENERAL EXECUTIVE OFFICES 


LOEW BLDG. ANNEX 


160 WEST 46" ST. NEW’ YORK 
Bryant 9-7800 


Evidences of the vaudeville renais-_ 
_pings and with only a piano player | 


‘smaller film houses where straight 
pix always have prevailed. This 


‘unit includes acts of fair calibre, per- | 
haps slightly faded because of in- | 


sufficient playing time recent 
| years. The theory apparently is that 
|applause is sweet on Main street as 
well as on Broadway. The units are 


for 10 weeks. 
Show is run off sans stage trap- 


| to provide the accompaniments, thus 


° 
/ing stagehands and union musicians, 


| putting it up squarely to the per-_ 
|formers to make good on their own | 


_ merits. First on the board is Rose 
| Marie Flynn, tap dancer announced 
'as from the York Para- 
'dise Restaurant. She cracks through 
'for a good salvo. Lee Ross, juggler, 
| treats the house to an amazing dis- 
play of dexterity with bouncing balls 
Indian clubs. 

Kli-Ban picks up from there and 
|amuses with his skit, ‘A Drunkard’s 
| Nightmare.’ Primrose neatly m.c.s, 


| getting pleasantly folksy with the | 


/customers and does much to keep 


| the show going fast. She shares top , 


with the vet Joe Dorris, 


| billing 
Dorris turns the show into a 


comic, 


| Closing are Dubar’s Swiss Bell Ring- | 


fers, four young lads of whom the 


audience couldn’t get enough at show | 


| 
caught. 
The boxoffice value of the film is 


still problematical, but if the satis- | 
| faction of the initial greeters is any | 


indication, the ‘Stage Jamborees’ will 
build and deliver at the gate before 
many more have gone through here. 


It's an inexpensive setup, but good | 


for a lot of entertainment. The 
troupers work smoothly despite their 
| handicaps. The manager’s office and 
| the projection booth here had to 
| serve as dressing rooms. The stage 
| is so small that several routines had 
|to be eliminated or altered, and the 
| Bell Ringers were compelled to do 
| their act off the stage, down front. 


NITERIES RULE OUT 


Strict neutrality on the European 


playing one-day stands once a week | 


| eliminating the necessity of employ- | 


| panic with his &rst-rate clowning. | 


WAR MASTERMINDING 


showing in London, had the play-| ton’s day in court and place never 
wright uncertain whether he would; ¢ame back, even after Peyton had 
be knighted or deported. It was that | Served his time. 

controversial. The Church of Eng- At time nitery burned down, Pey- 
land was at his throat and the liberal | ton had been working on an idea to 
church at his support, | tour dance halls with recorded mu- 
sic and a bandstand full of life- 
Con Colleano narrowly escaped | Siz¢d dummies with different instru- 
‘death at the N. Y. Hipp in a fall | ments. Dummies went up in flames, 
from a wire during his act. He re-| a5 did Peyton's $3,000 sound sys- 
ceived mostly abrasions and con-| tem, and that'll have to wait for a 
tusions of the head. | while. 


The heavy political atmosphere 
Was distracting the payees from) 
Broadway shows, with the result | 
that the Main Stem had 20 low! 
grossers, | 


Prinz’ Auto Show Revue 


Los Angeles, Oct. 10. 
; | Leroy Prinz moves into Portland, 
Earl Carroll conceived another | Ore., for the Auto Show, opening 
publicity stunt for himself. He got! Oct. 29, with a flesh show consisting 
| himself into jail. His ‘Vanities’ was | of Fred Keating, Wini Shaw, Parkya- 
at the Music Box. karkas, Three Biltmorettes, Paly- 
mera, Billy Taft, Dorothy Dayton 
Ed Wynn was practically the whole | and 16 Prinz Dancers. 4 ' 
show in ‘The Grab Bag.’ It opened; after a week in Portland, the show 
at the Globe, N, Y. moves to San Francisco, 


| — | 


Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 


Eddie McDonald, boy from Brook- 
lyn who is coming along in a good | 
health way at the Will Rogers, was | 


Outstanding Comedy Hit 
of New York World's Fair 


WALTER 


| visited unannounced by the Rev. | 

Father Emmett McDonald and 

brothers Bobby and James. UF A R E 
Thanks to Nick Tartaris’ radio | 


shop for offering radios during the | 
World's Series to those of the Colony 
| who haven't got any. 

New arrivals at the Rogers include | 
John O’Shea, N. Y¥.; James MecCul- | 
lough, N. Y.: Henry Makowski of | 
Warners N. Y. office; Robert Gray, | 
Warners Philadelphia office; Tudor | 
Cameron ‘and Flanagan), St. Louis; | 
William Chase (LaTour), Ear | 


Redding, N. Y., and Forrest Glenn | ; by all as the Leadin 
| (Chas. Ahearn and Co.), N. Y. 


| Left for home included Sylvia Ab- | 


bott. N. ¥Y.: Teddy Bodwell, Brooklyn; 
75/77 Shaftesbury Avenue 


| Buddy Emmett, N. Y.; Bobby Burk, 
PICCADILLY, LONDON, W. 1. 


WAHL 


BILLY ROSE’S 
AQUACADE 


N. Y.; Thomas Phillips, Philadelphia; 
Marcel Charpathy, Philadelphia; 
| Dolly Davidson, Philadelphia; Joe 
Reynolds, Milwaukee, and Cliff | 
Farmer, Chicago. 


GENERAL 


LUBIN 
SIDNEY H. PIERMONT 


BOOKING MANAGER 


MANAGER 


RED LABBL, 
8 years old. 
Bi.ACK LABEL, 
12 years old. 


Both $6.8 proof. 


Recent birthdays celebrated in the 
Colony were those of Martha Gill. 
Agnes Orr, Margo Block, Inel Guil- 
lory and Eddie Vogt. 


| war situation, with no discussions 
| whatever, is being observed at all 
; hotels, niteries, cafes and clubs 
which have issued orders to em- | 
ployes and posted printed signs to 
remind employes. That applies now 
| almost all over the U. S. 
| Niteries, because of their inter- 
national personnel, from chef to 
maitre d’hotels, are particularly in 
bad position for nationalistic argu- 
| ments unless curbed from the start. 


Colony in more ways than one, a 
benedict. 

Jules Zwilling has gone to Brook- 
lyn. while Bob Bernhart left for New 
York, after swell combacks. 

Jeannette Milne, who copped the 


pionship and a native here, is now 
cooking for her new hubby at Lake 
| Placid, N. Y. 


business from Broadway 


to Hollywood Boulevard! 


AT LEADING HOTELS, RESTAURANTS AND BARS 


sensthle to stich with 


JOHNNIE WALKER 


BLENDED SCOTCH WHISKY 


CANADA DRY GINGER ALE, INC., NEW YORK, N. Y.; SOLE DISTRIBUTOR 


Nice birthday gift that this column 
| reecived was from Bob McLaughlin. 
of Tampa, Florida. A bag of pecan 
mets, and me without a tooth in my 

1ead. 


Write to those who are ill. 


Richard Jewtraw, who aided this | 


northern New York skating cham- | 


Best Coffee in England 


QUALITY INN 


Leicester Square 
LONDON, WEST-END 


ALWAYS WORKING 


“‘Whitey’’ Roberts 


Wk. of Oct. 2%. Hofbrau Cafe 
LAWRENCE, MASS. 


Wk. of Oct. 13, Fay’s Theatre 
PROVIDENCE 


BORN 1820... 


CATHERINE TOOMAY 


“Clown Princess of Song” 


Recently completed record-breaking seven-month engagement “at 
the Cafe Lafayette, Treasure Island, San Francisco, 
NOW BEING FEATURED AT THE 
PERSIAN ROOM 
| HOTEL SIR FRANCIS DRAKE, San Francisco 
Thanks to Mr. DON B, BURGER 


| Personal Management: SAM RKROSEHY 
} Loew Building, 


San) Francisco 


still going strong 


Paramount Building 


THEATRICAL ENTERPRISES 
1501 Broadway 

| STAGE, SCREEN, RADIO TALENT, ACTS, 
| ENTERTAINERS OF ALL. KINDS 
CALL — WRITE — AT ONCE 


| 
©. MORRISON YOUNG 


New York 


| 
| 
| 
| 
Z Scotland’s own oun VIE W (LKER | 
hi Black Label plays to capacity 
4 
— 
il 
| 


| 


Wednesday, October 11, 1939 


VARIETY HOUSE REVIEWS 


VARIETY 53 


MUSIC HALL, N. Y. 


Florence Rogge’s ‘The Clocks’ pres- 
entation; settings, Marco Montedoro; 
costumes, Montedoro; Willa Van, ex- 
ecuted by H. Rogge; with Alfred La- 
tell, Elinor James, Doris Berg, Louise 
Fornaca, Jack de Merchant, Ballet, 
Pearl Robins, Roy Smeck, Glee Club 
directed by Irving Landau, Nick 


| rhumba, 


from a prone position in a slow, 
spectacular lift that sells the act long 
before they finish. Off to nifty ap- 
plause. 

Mann, Dupree and Lee present 
dance fiash, much better than the 
usual. Click with variations of 
standard ballroom, acro, 
high kicks, precision and splits, Mann 
has a solo spot for an eccentric soft- 
shoe turn that adds much to the bill. 


Nickols, Rockettes, Richard Leibert, | Background music helps, too. 


Music Hall Symph conducted by! 
Erno Rapee, Frank Nowicki, Jules 
Silver, ‘Intermezzo’ 
reviewed in Variety, Oct, 4, '39. 


‘The Clocks’ produced by Florence | 
Rogge, is one of the best stage pres-| 
entations at Radio City Music Hall 
in months. Sub-captioned On _ the 
Watch, Dutch Clock, Pendulum, 
Banjo Clock, Swiss Clock, Metro- 
nome, Clock-Work and Alarm Clock, 
it's a Swiss movement kaleidoscope 
against which is set a brilliant array 
of variety and novelty. A massive 
Swiss clock is the main decor, up- 
stage centre, flanked by the sundry 
other timepieces, which in turn are 
utilized for the respective specialists. 


Alfred Latell’s canine specialty 
appropriately tees off this imagina- 
tive presentation, the winsome pup, 
as done by the veteran Latell, figur- 
ing throughout the _ presentation. 
Louise Fornaca, Jack de Merchant 
and the ballet corps, of which this 
presentation’s producer, Florence 
Rogge, is also the permanent regis- 
seur, utilize the Dutch Clock back- 

round for their ‘Tiptoe Through the 

ulips’ routine, one of the most 
colorful. 

Pearl Robins (New Acts) and Roy 
Smeck are the Pendulum and Banjo 
Clock specialists. Swiss Clock dis- 
gorges the male choir in Tyrolean 
getup for a schunlatter dance spe- 
cialty and the ‘Grinzig’ waltz, vo- 
cally, among other glee club fol-de- 
rol. Nick Nickols, emerging from 
the Metronome prop, utilizes an ele- 
vated base, something like a drum- 
top, for his tiptop legmania. 


Roy Smeck is an outstander among 
recording and radio guitar and banjo 
players. His Decca diskings of bal- 
Jads with his string combo are stand- 
ard on that label. “le is partial to 
Kern music and plays much of the 
‘Show Boat’ score, alternating be- 
tween guitar and banjo. He also 
essays a Bill Robinson staircase- 
dance takeoff on what looks like a 
ukelele type of instrument. 
number seems a bit overboard for 
his routine. 


A specialty of his sort, sans a band 
backup. is quite difficult to present. 
It’s fraught with too niuch danger of 
sameness, but any risk of monotony 
is skillfully circumvented by the 
switch of instruments and selections, 
and Smeck makes a nice interlude. 

The Clock-Work is another imag- 
inative routine, exposing the sup- 
posed inner workings of the giant 
timepiece, which are otherwise the 
ever-amazing Rockettes, with their 
exceedingly well-trained precision, 
ensemble dancing. 

Bizet’s ‘Carmen’ overture, Richard 
Leibert’s organalog, a brief newsreel 
(more sports, football and_ the 
World’s Series opener, than disturb- 
ing world politics, which is in keep- 
ing with managing director W. G. 
Van Schmus’ idea to keep that sort 
of thing out of a temnle of amuse- 
ment) and a crack Warner Bros. | 
short, ‘The Bill of Rights,’ round out 
the trimmings. ‘Intermezzo’ (UA) is | 
the feature. 

Whether it was Leslie Howard or 
the introduction of Ingrid Bergman. 
the Swedish girl, it was an unusual 
dress-up premiere attendance at the 
final show Thursday night (5). Going 
to the Hall opening night, however. 
has long been something of a social 
event as a convenient stopgap for the 
fashionably later diners, making the 
9:30 curtain a convenicnce. whereas 
it’s a rush to make a legit theatre by 
8:45. Biz strong. Abel. 


KEITH’S, BOSTON 


Boston, Oct. 6. 
Three Arnolds, Helen Honan, 
Mann, Dupree & Lee, Gene Sheldon 
with Loretta Fischer, Gus 
Larry Flint House Orch: ‘Behind 
Prison Gates’ (Col) and ‘Sky Patrol’ 
(Mono), dual. 


One of the best shows here this | 


That | 


| sonates 
(Selznick-UA), characters in films usually imper- 
| sonated, but really clicks when she 


Helen Honan, in the deuce, imper- 
many of the conventional 


sheds her dress, reveals trousers un- 
derneath and dives into a Charlie 
Chaplin impersonation. 


| Dennison, 


STATE, N. Y. 


Five Juggling Jewels, Morton & 
Jackie Heller, Jack 


| Durant, Del Courtney orchestra with 


| Zwerling orch; 


deftly but not socko. 


Joe Martin, Ross, Palmer & Stanton, 
Sherman Haues, Phyllis Colt; Ruby 

‘Lady of the Tropics’ 
(M-G). . 


Pretty fair show this week, jelling 
Outstander is 


' Jack (Mitchell and) Durant, dapper 
lin tails and very Gable in resem- 


blance, but that svelte getup doesn’t 
prevent him from getting in some 
real lowdown comedy. 


Larry Flint’s orch offers a short, | cently back from London and re- 


sneppy overture of a football song 
medley that registers nicely. Fox. 


EARLE, PHILLY 


Philadelphia, Oct. 7. 
Ted Fio-Rito’s Orch (13) with 
Shirley Gray & Frank Flynn; Dick, 
Don & Dinah, Marty May, 3 Peppers; 
‘Rio’ (U). 


The 3 Peppers, added on Saturday 
(7) after a dull Friday (6) opening, 
are just what the doctor ordered to 
hypo an ailing show. Without the 
hot sepia trio, this week’s Earle of- 
fering would be just one of those 
things. But cutting loose as they do 
with Harlem jive leaves the aud 
plenty satisfied. 

_Ted Fio-Rito needs to add some 
zippy novelties to his routine. Out- 
side of skin-beater Frank Flynn, the 
crew lacks color and jive. The other 
two acts, Dick, Don and Dinah, and 
Marty May give a good account of 
themselves. 

The show opens with Fio-Rito’s 
band playing a ‘blues’ overture, go- 
ing into ‘Blue Orchids’ with Shirley 
Gay, only so-so at the vocals, the 
maestro at the keys. 

Flynn, a lanky, besvectacled lad. 
does a bang-up job with ‘Well, All 
Right,’ tripling between the drums, 
xylophone and mike. His encore is 
‘Shortnin Bread.’ 

Dick, Don and Dinah are a comedy 

acrobatic act that’s different. Two 
boys and a gal do the most intricate 
tricks with ease, and their gags are 
good for plenty of laughs. 
_ The dusky Peppers come on at this 
juncture with a guitar, bull fiddle 
and piano and stop the show. Lead- 
ing off with ‘Old Man Mose.’ they 
hot with ‘Shadrach’ and posi- 
tively sizzle with ‘Swing Out, Uncle 
Wilson.’ At show caught (Saturday 
night) they had to come back for 
two encores, winding up with a bit 
of old-fashioned jam. ‘Plenty good. 

Marty May follows the colored trio 
with his standard takeoff of a radio 
crooner, a brisk baritone, and a 
prima. He wraps it un with some 
snappy comedy and does a Jack 
Benny on his violin—lots of buildup 
but little play. 

Fio-Rito’s orch closes the show 
with a medley of tunes cleffed by 
him. including ‘Toot-Too-Tootsie,’ 
‘Sometime,’ ‘Laugh, Clown. Laugh,’ 
‘Roll Along. Silv’ry Moon.’ ‘No Moon, 
No Stars’ and ‘Charley My Boy.’ 

Biz. when caught, just so-so. Shal. 

Shal. 


LYRIC, INDPLS. 


Indianapolis, Oct. 6. 
Ozzie Nelson Orch, with Harriet 
Hilliard, Roseann Stevens, Don Cum- 


mings, Betty Lou, Paul & Nino 
Ghetti; ‘Indianapolis Speedway’ 
(WB). 


Ozzie Nelson brings one of the best | 


entertaining bands to town since 
Orrin Tucker made the rounds al- 
most a year ago. 


The 12 pieces, con- | 


sisting of four rhythm, four saxes, | 


three trumpets and a trombone, do 


| okay on the tunes, playing them with 
ia gusto that wins heavy handslaps. 


band numbers with gags by mem- 
bers of the orchestra, which opens 
with ‘Yes Suh,’ Nelson singing. Then 
into ‘Beer Barrel.’ Roseann Stevens. 
from Fort Wayne, Ind., who joined 


{the band here on its last trip. sings 


Van, | 


‘Stranee Enchantment’ and ‘Well All 
Right’ to nice salvo. Betty Lou does 
a series of stage flips, ending with 
acro work atop table. Has good fin- 


jish with full twist from a start on a 


season and an example of intelligent | 


booking. 
with a 15-minute songfest, well re- 
ceived. Brings back most 
tunes aired on last season’s visit, 
Plus a couple of new ones. His 
Italian dialect number about Joe 
DiMaggio is best bet of his stand- 
ard repertoire. Opens wth ‘Havin’ 
Any Fun?’ and closes wth a Yiddish 
lingo specialty tied in with the in- 
flux of one’s relatives, visiting the 
N. Y. World's Fair. 

Another familiar face is Gene 
Sheldon, who makes it tough for Van 
to follow. Sheldon’s comic and 
smooth banjo-plunkng, panto- 
mime of sewing fingers together and 
the hokum pantomime with Loretta 
Fischer and the orchestra drummer 
may not be new material with him, 
but they’re surefire anyway. 

_Three Arnolds, opening, offer some 
risley, tumbling and balancing. One 
of the trio is a girl. adding s.a. to the 
act, but the Arnolds rely on their 
acro ability. The triple mounts 


highlight. After tumbling to the 
floor in a heap, the trio remount 


Gus Van, ace-billed, closes | 


of the | 


| handstands. 


of blue 


| 


table. 

Nelson follows with a comedy 
number. ‘Ever So Quiet,’ with guitar 
plaver helning him get giggles. Paul 
and Nino Ghetti win top hand of any 
of the acts with their slow-muscle 
work. consisting mostly of lifts and 
Finish with a handstand 
Don Cummings tells a series 
gags while fooling around 
with a rope, but keeps them on the 
clepn side to over well. 

Harriet Hilliard, suffering from a 
cold at show caught. 


dance. 


and ‘Here Come the Captain.’ 


‘is joined by Nelson on a narodv of 


| 


‘Two Sleepy People,’ in which they 
portray various stages of married life. 
Ends with parody on ‘Heart Belongs 
to Daddy.’ 
wife angle of 
brought out. 


maestro-singer is 


Band closes 59 minutes with swing | 


tune. Pie is natural for this town. 
with interest high in the annual 
500-mile Memorial Day race here. 
So ‘Indianapolis Speedway’ must be 
given some credit for standees on 
both floors. with waiting line at box- 
office at third show Friday. Kiley. 


, current pops. 


overcame th? | heavily with a brace of old and new, 


voice handicap with her strong sell- | 
ing of ‘Comes Love.’ ‘Over Rainbow | eve’ 
She | ‘Our Love’ and ‘I Want a Hat with 


in which husband-ande- | 


| Ross, Palmer & Stanton 


| bands. 


: | Clinton 
Nelson is wise in breaking up his | C 


peats his favorable impression as 
when last seen at Billy Rose’s Casa 
Manana, 

In the next-to-shut spot. he holds 
down the ace groove strongly, ad lib- 
bing about the stars’ fancy salaries, | 
concluding always with the tag, ‘But | 
can they do this?’ Whereupon Dur- 
ant goes into a strenuous ground- 
tumble, from standing position, or 
otherwise cuts up with legmania 
and energetic knockabout. His is 
a different sort of comedy turn, and 
can play anywhere. 

The 5 Juggling Jewels, nee the 
Carlton Sisters, standard indoor and 


Durant is re- | 


'mostly at laughs. 


contest with the band as to which 
could hold out longest. Band won out. 
Clinton leaned towards allotting little 


(time for applause, continually break- | 


|ing into palm-whacking for the pre- 
| ceding bit with a band number. 
Next turn, after band gets off sev- 
eral numbers, is Charley Carrer. His 
unique juggling style been 
/around a long time. His tricks with 
;cocktail glasses and trays and jug- 
|gling of eight balls at one time set 
him solidly. 
| cocktail makings, i.e., ice, ete., lined 
‘up on tray outfitted with a line of 
'glasses, then tossing with three 
'twists the contents into respective 
‘containers earns him good hand. 
Pinkie Lee, with girl and boy 
partner, supplies more guffaws. Cute 


blonde of the trio works in the only | 


straight terping of a show aimed 
Her partners get 
off additional eccentric and comical 
hopping. Team is one of those nutty 
turns that’s highly effective when 
done right. And that’s the way it’s 


done here. 


Biz fair last show Thursday (5). 


STATE, HARTFORD 


Hartford, Oct. 9. 


outdoor type of act, open snappily | 
with their juggling of tennis racquets, 
hoops, clubs. All wear the same gold- 
spangled dresses and _ wigs. A 
radium paint effect for one’s tapping- 
jutglery solo is a standout, along 
with the rest of their routine. 
Morton and Dennison are a mild 
deucer, he with a bass fiddle and in 
hokum Russe military getup, 
epaulets and all. She's a tall gal, 
singing lustily into a mike and also 
going into a clarinet solo. Man es- 
says deadpan for the major portion 
of the routine. In toto, a quiet No. 2. 
Jackie Heller is an energetic mite 
with his song selling, opening with | 
‘Comes Love’ out of the _ show, 
‘Yokel Boy,’ wherein he just closed. 
Does all the surefires like ‘Over the 
Rainbow’ and ‘Barrel Polka,’ al- 
though that finale ‘Vol Vistu Gaily | 
Star’ is too much, even for a ‘Flat 
Foot Floogee’ writer. Anyway, | 
Heller always lIznew how to sell the | 
pops and repeats here. His usage of | 
‘Polka,’ ahead of Phyllis Colt, in Del | 
Courtney’s personnel indicates a | 
clash at rehearsals, although the lat- | 


|ter rings in a ‘Jumping Jive’ touch to | 


her rendition, 

Durant next with his hoke impres- | 
sion of Crosby, Gable, Benny Fields, 
Boyer, Richman, Tibbett, et al., 
counting a strong 14 minutes. Del 
Courtney (New Acts) consumes 35 
minutes with his bandshow. Maestro | 
goes into the Ambassador hotel 
(N. Y.) shortly, his hoofology 
penchant being evident although his 
stage routine is quite fair. Rest of 
the Courtney personnel, Joe Martin, 
et al., in 


the New Act review. Abel. 


FLATBUSH, B’KLYN 


Larry Clinton Orch (16), with 
Terry Allen, Mary Dugan; Shavo 
Sherman, Charles Carrer, Pinkie Lee 
& Co. (3); ‘Boys Reformatory’ 
(Mono). | 
| 

Larry Clinton’s outfit and support- 
ing show comprise another good unit 
set for a tour of the Brandts’ New | 
York theatres. It's in a _ neatly | 
dressed setting, in keeping with the 
strength of stage shows today— 
Backdrop is painted with a 
winding music score. 

Orch loses no time solidifying it- | 
self with the audience here. It pops 
off right from the start, with Clinton 
alternating on trumpet and trom- 
bone, and in various svots through- 
out brings in something new, for 
anyway, in arrangements 
done in boogie-woogie style. From 
the band angle the only thing wrong | 
is that there’s a bit too much of, 
Clinton’s standards and not enough 
However, it’s not too 


noticeable. 

Beside the siraight band tries, 
Clinton brings out various members 
of the band for solo breaks and 
small group bits at various times. In 
one instance its a trombone group, 
in another a hot unit composed of 
piano, string bass, drums, guitar. 
Laiter is effective but doesn't reach 
the lively level it could attain. 
Reaches the teen-age youngsters, 
though. Throughout they audibly 
indicate recognition of the band’s 
ability and the leader's sock arrange- 
ments, sweet or hot. 

Crew's’ vocalists, 


Terry Allen, 


| Mary Dugan and Ford Leary (atter 
lis leaving Clinton to form his own 


| 


| 
| 


band), go over big. Allen clicks 
‘I Get a Kick Out of You’ and ‘Moon 


Mics Dugan does her usual 


Cherries.’ She could improve her 
costuming and makeup. Leary 
comes in late for his ‘Shadrach’ and 
an original. ‘Rusty Hinge.’ 


Of the other turns each is strong. | 


Shavo Sherman does impersonations. 
Begins with Jimmy Durante doing 
‘Ink-a-Dinka-Doo,’ a Schnozzle 
standard, then follows. with Ted 
Lewis, Hugh Herbert, Charles But- 
terworth and Groucho Marx. Her- 
bert and Marx 
Crowd liked it at this show and 
called him for bows, which started a 


| dance. 


jhouse for the second time 
jthan a year. 


takeoffs are best. | 


Bob Crosby Orch with Dorothy 


‘Claire, Bobcats (4), Debutramps (3), 
|Lane Bros, (2), Three Swifts, Gloria 


Rich, Sam Kaplan House band; ‘Tor- 


| pedoed’ (Indie). 


Bill is strong, Bob Crosby’s orch 
and two standard vaude turns, Lane 


\Bros. (2) and the Three Swifts, mak- 


ing it that way. 

Crosby’s smooth orchestra delves 
almost exclusively into swing, sticks- 
wisher subordinating himself to the 
band. Introes all the members of 
the crew by name, permitting sev- 
eral to solo while he holds himself to 
one vocal, which he does fairly well. 

He doesn’t neglect to give his air 
sponsor, Camel plenty of plugging. 
Individual music stands are insig- 
niaed with ciggies and maestro tells 


‘auditors not to forget his weekly | 
Tuesday night stint over CBS and to | 


‘light up a Camel.’ 


Band is on stage throughout, play- 
ing the acts as well as its own ar- 
rangements, which are full and solid. 
Opens and closes with its theme, 
‘Summertime.’ Humor is supplied 
by a trio of boys from the band, the 
Debutramps, who do a mock fan 
The Bobcats (4), consisting 
of a sax, piano, bullfiddle and drums, 
step down from the bandstand to 
jam ‘Lady Be Good’ solidly. 


First outside act is Gloria Rich, 


|terper, okay on the looks. . Follow- 
{ing an acceptable ballad, in which 


she implies she is a better dancer 
than singer, goes up on her toes for 
an extended session of toe tapping, 
registering handily. 

Band's vocalist, Dorothy Claire, 
intersperses her canarying with adept 
comic gestures and mugging. Does 
two numbers, ‘Corn Picking’ and 
‘Back to Back,’ practically screaming 
both into the mike, 

The Lane Bros. are back at this 
in less 
Last time they were 
with a unit. They score strongly 
and garner heavy patter with their 
knockabout, acrobatics and rope 
turn. Fast workng smocthly with 
precision and nicely dressed in eve- 
ning wear. 

The Three Swifts add a punch 
with their Indian club juggling. 
Clever patter draws guffaws. 

Perk 


the weekend. Eck. 


PALACE, CHI 


Chicago, Oct. 7. 
Don Rice, Jean Tanner, Frank & 
Jean Hubert, Neila Goodelle, Ches- 
ter Hale Girls (20); ‘Edith Cavell’ 
(RKO). 


Poor stage lineup that is hardly 
strong enough to attract on its own. 


Chester Hale girls work in three 
routines, a bit too much, though the 
girls dress the stage nicely and turn 
n neat-looking numbers. 

After the initial number comes 
a single dancer, Jean Tanner, with 
two mediocre routines. She is cos- 
tumed poorly and fails to get acro 
Tapster would look better as a spe- 
cialty in a presentation or a small 


niterv. 

The other single girl on the show 
is Neila Goodelle, singer, who makes 
a splendid appearance and who does 
three numbers, one to her own piano 
accompaniment. 


punch and appearance though her 
pipes do not indicate any special 
merit. 


Third single, Don Rice, proves a 
sharp click again in this house. He's 
an up-and-coming comic. Has clean- 
cut, easy personality, works hard 
and exuberantly. His material cov- 
ers everything from gags to comic 
impersonations, 

Frank ‘formerly Fritz) and Jean 
Hubert remain standard with their 
comedy drunk act. Youthful look- 
ing as ever, they work cleverly and 
earnestly to get excellent results 
with their roughhouse. They should, 
however, dig up some music for the 
center of their act, which could be 
strengthened if it had the orchestra 
working during this period. Gold. 


. 
Finale, wherein he has | 


in business noticeable over | 


Gets over well on) 


STRAND, N. Y. 


Ted Weems orch with Marvet 
Maxwell, Perry Como, Elmo Tanner, 
Red Ingle: Ann Sheridan & Farl Oxe 
ford, Ruth & Billy Ambrose, Cass, 
Owen & Tonsy; ‘Dust Be My Destiniy’ 
(WEB), reviewed in Vaniery, Aug. 16, 
39 

Strand has an excellent b.o. combo 
in ‘Dust Be My Destiny’ and stage- 
show topped by Ann Sheriden’s p.a. 
and Ted Weems orchestra. They’re 
the marquee lures, plenty appealing 
on paper, but in the stage per- 
formance it’s the lesser known per- 
,sonalities that reallv are the clicks. 

For one thing, Miss Sheridan has 
been given a terrific buildup by 
Werners as the ‘Oomph Girl,’ but the 
studio neglected to furnish her an 
commensurate with the edvertis- 
ing. That’s not smart handling of a 
heavy investment; it leaves the 
‘thought that perhaps the press agent, 
| rather than his by-product, should 
have been given the vaude tour, 

Miss Sheridan receivéd only two 
‘days of preparation for her theatre 
‘tour. Harry Anger, producer for 
| Warners Earle, Washington, was sent 
:to Chicago to meet her and lay the 
' groundwork of an act, which should 
have been done on the Coast before 
her visit to the American Legion 
Convention. As a result, her Wash- 
ington date was very negative and 
still not acquired sufficient 
smoothness to make her Broadway 
_appearance entirely professional and 
attractive. 
| Earl Oxford, from the Coast, gives 
her a preliminary buildup and then 
/works as straight-man in a few banal 
‘questions and answers. Latter en- 
|tirely nullify whatever s.a. impres- 
|'sion she makes in a very low cut, 
‘black velvet gown, latter highlighting 
‘her red hair. Vocally, she’s quite all 
'right, winding up with a medley of 
{tunes from a coming James Cagney 
starrer, but she necds plenty of 
| coaching in speaking lines on a stage. 
|'Her flair for going into the high 
| registers at the punches is amateurish, 

Otherwise the Strand’s show is 
rather nice variety fare, with a new, 
young dance team, Ruth and Billy 
Ambrose (New Acts), and the stand- 
ard Cass, Owen and Topsy, acro- 
comedy trio, standing out. Both 
turns are big clicks, the team in the 
center portion and the two girls and 
boy hokists in the closing frame. 
Latter only returned from London 
last week. 
| Musically, Weems’ band, making 
its first appearance east since a stand 
on Catalina Island, holds good qual- 
ty in its specialists, Marvel Maxwell, 
femme singer, Perry Como, tenor, 
Elmo Tanner, whistler, Red Ingle, 
|; comedy clarinetist, and Rex Kelly, 
guitarist. Miss Maxwell also packs 
plenty of s.a. in a nifty striped gown, 
while Como, through a buildup on 
NBC via his own program, is sure- 
fire vocally. Audience at the last 
|show Friday night (6) wouldn't let 
him off, even after he had unloaded 
five tunes. Tanner does a _ nice 
whistling solo and then works into a 
comedy bit with Ingle on ‘Old 97.’ 
The applause for this forced Ingle 


;into a hoke violin solo, held to one 


string. 

Band goes jitterbuggy right at the 
opening, when the drummer is given 
a long jam session, which, as is usual 
with routines of this type, sums up 
into little more than a noisy display 
of perfect reflexes rather than enter- 
tainment. It certainly isn’t meant 
for the older night audiences. 

Weems is a pleasant maestro, look- 
ing much like Ben Bernie with a hair- 
cut, but he should exercise greater 
care in his enunciation. His introes 
Friday night trailed off into mumbo- 
jumbo. Few of the names were in- 
telligible. 

Biz was very big opening night 
and the pit’s production niceties this 
time rate a bend for producer Harry 
Gourfain, Scho. 


EARLE, WASH. 


Washington, Oct. 8. 


Virginians, Anolyn Arden, Frak- 
son, Goodrich, & Nelson, Stanton & 
Curtiss, Roxyettes (16); ‘Honeymoon 
in Bal’ (Par). 

House line, which usually holds 
its own every week and frequently 
overshadows headliners, completely 
dominates this week in show ene 
titled ‘Roxyettes Birthday Revue’. 
Sixteen gals have hoofed for local 
WB spot for 12 months and anni- 
versary, besides providing House 


Productionist Harry Anger with ex- 
cuse for sock cavalcade of their 
routines, is coping plenty space in 
the press, one sheet even carrying 
16 separate biographies wiih indi- 
vidual] pictures of each dame. Show 
also features Anolyn Arden, line’s 
unpublicized instructress, both as so- 
loist and leader in roundup of past 
precision routines. 

Goings-on begin with The Virzin- 
ians, male sexiet in tails, warbling 
|‘Happy Birthday’ and presenting gals 
as they siep through for solo bows 
and smart hands. Gals return to 
back up Miss Arden, whose intro- 
duction as their instructor nets her 
smash hand, in effective solo toe 
tap. Gals join in fast succession of 
lines’ outstanding precision stuff re- 

(Continued on page 56) 
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Variety Bills 


NEXT WEEK (October 13) 
THIS WEEK (October 6) 


Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day of 


show, whether full or split week 


(Hawaiian 


Elmer 


Loew 


NEW YORK 


State (12) | 

Holtz Capitol 
Sylvia Froos Gray Gordon 
Keene 2 Jeanne BWanche 
siump & Stumpy | lane Bros 

Tannen Bob Bromley 


| Frances Fave 


WASHINGTON 


Paramount 


NEW YORK CITY 
Paramount (11) 

Jimmy Durante 
tuss Morgan Ore 


Vatricia Norman 
Lyda Sue 


Buffalo (13) 
Gienn Miller Ore 
John Gallus 
Grace & Nikko 
Eunice Healy 


Carrol! & 
Hild Gls 


BUFFALO 


Vie Hyde 
Pickerts 


CHICAGO 
Chicago 
Arnaut Bros 


Chiland Sextette 
OMAHA 
Orpheum (13) 
Casa Loma Orc 
J & J McWKenna 


EARLE, WASHINGTON 


Week Oct. 13th 
EDDIE ROECKER 


LORRAINE and ROGNAN 
GEORGE PRENTICE 


PLACED BY 


MARK J. LEDDY 


Stantey 


Rosalind Gordon 


RKO 


! Winfield & Ford ! Milt Britton 
Ginger Tarmon MILWALKER 
George Jessel Riverside 


da 
| Colstons 


BALTIMORE 


Hippodrome (13) | Kenny & Burke 
Alien & Went | Billy Hughes 
ij Sims & Bailey Hal Menken 


Geerge Reatty 


Uyene Tr 


State (15-18) Rrent & Fox 
Lewis Sis Sam Barton 
Huches & Taylor Olive White 


& Towasita Rev; R & V Packert 
lorene Nystrom 
Jack Hilliare 
Charles Kemper Jack Malerich 
Patricia Wynn 
Maxine DeMars 
PATERSON 
Majestic (17-19) 
Kamis Bros 
Cc & Thomasita Rev |! Raymond Baird 
(One to fill) 


(12-14) 
Favne & Foster 


Big Town Rev 
BETHESDA 
Bethesda (14 only) 
lewis Sis 
Bill Ames 


ELIZABETH 
Liberty (13-15) Bob Easton 


| 8 Seuthern Gents Wells & 4 Fays 
(13-16) 
Manning & Class 


Yerhe & Tracey 
Johony Morgan 
Kanozawa Tr 3 Arnolds 
Fall River 
Empire (16-12) 
Nellie Arnaut Co 
3 Southern Gents 
Gilenda Farrell 
Parker Co 
Sau! Grauman Co 
FREEPORT 
Freeport (11-13) Kitty Wolff 
Annette Co Fay'’s (12) 
Devso Zorema 
Nelson & Knight Le Paul Co 


HARTFORD 
State (18-15) 
Sammy Kaye Ore Cy Landry 
4 luk Spots 


Rob Dupoent PROVIDENCE 
Spencer & Foreman Fay's (13) 


Eden Co 


Carleton (12) 


5 Rlgins 2 Saxtons 
3 Andrews Sis $3 Martins 


Tenearten Or | Tlenry Armeita 


(Empire 
Goodman 
Hlanipton 


MINNEAPOLIS 
Minneseta (6) 


(Sert 


Antonio 
Rand Orc 
Ginger Harmen 
& Arno 
Calgary Bros 


(One to fill) 
Bernie & Walker 
Charlie Ahearn Ore 
PHILADELPHIA 
Carman (13) 
Sally Joy & Bo Bo 
Wilkey & Dare 
Faye & Hallisey 


Al Verdi 
& Kersoff 
Belett & Ene 


Margie Palm 


Rome & Fisher 
Whiritney Roberts 


Cabaret Bills 


Altred 
Nick Nickols 


James & Berg 
tockeites 

‘orps de Ballet 
Erno Ranee Symph/ Sve Ryan 


Eddie 


NEW YORK CITY | 4 Franks 
Music Hall (1%) 


Smeck John Boles 
Robins Sue 
Latell Gracella Dancers 
Louise Rornaca Paiace 


DeMerchant 


BOSTON 
Keith (12%) 


Neison Co 


Cantor Co Monroe & 
CHICAGO Sara Ann 
Palnee (13) West & Page 

Johnny Perki:s Co Brown & 
(6) Lo.tie Mayer 
Chester Hale Gis PAYTON 
J Hubert Colonial 


Soodelle Joe Brown 


Don Rice (6) 
Tanner Budds Fisher 
CINCINNATI Mike Reilly 
Shubert (13) Joe Rio 
Monroe Bros Chas & Billy 


6 Giravs Novac Sis 
(ene Sheldon 
Daley 


Frank Gaby Eddie Cantor 

Lottie Mayer Co SYRACUSE 
(6) Keith (10 

Nelson Co Eddie Canter © 


Douglas & 


CLEVELAND 
4 Collegians 
Oxford Boys 
Marie Witso 
Harriet Hocior 


| Gus 


ROCHESTER 
Palace (fl 


Warner 


Pau Ore 


| Gabriel 


Ted Weems Ore 


Martha Raye 


George Hall Ore 
Dolly Dawn Gae 


NEW YORK CITY Henry Armetia 
Dick, Don 

(bv) 

Major Bowes 

WASHINGTON 

Earle 


Strand (13) 


Sheridan 
Owen & T 
Bb Ambrose 


PHILADELPHIA Betts 2ruce 
Karle (15 Gae “Foster 
George Prentice 
Rognan | Geo Clifford 

Andrews Ore 


(6) Lorraine 


Ted'Fio Rito Ore 
& D 
Marty May 


Frakson 
Pittsburgh 
Stanley (13) 


Goodrich 


| Jack White 


| Jane Reynolds 


Virginians 


Anolyn Arden | 
| Irma Gelabert 


Stanton & 


World’s Fair 


Eleanor Holm 


Pete Desjardins 

Merrie England 
Paul Tremaine Orc | 6 Tiny Rosebuds 
Dagenham Pipers 
Albertina Rasch Co 
kings Horses 

Old New York 
Marion Eddy 


NEW YORK CITY, Ann Pennington 
Aquacade Amy Kevere 

Marion Weeks 
Johnny Weissmuiler | Tommy Privett 


Everett Marshall Harry Spear 
Walter Dare Wahl Fred Ardath 
Gertrude Ederle Jack Conway 
Frances Williams Ralph Delno 
Marshall Wayne Jack Howard 
Stubby I<rueger Sam Kramer 
F Waring Glee Club} Jack Goidie 
Corky Kellum Harry Vollard 


Chester 


Turkish 


Princess 


Hans Schweng 


Sammy Kramar Ore 


Christina Stetanova 


Independent 


NEW YORK CITY 


Ted Lester 
Pat Rooney 


to fill) 


Roxy (13) Audubon 
Jackson Cab Calloway 
Jimiay Shields Chocolateers 


Ash Ore 


Charles 


NEW YORI CITY 


Sister Tharp 
Windsor (12) 


BROOKLYN Shavo Sherman 
Century (10-12) 

Renna CO 

Jeanie & Mahones 

Willette Sis 


Career 
Pinky Lee 
Larry Clinion 

BROOKLYN 
Pros Flatbush 
5 Maxellos 


NEW YORK CITY 


Carier & Bowie 
Miizi O'Neill 


Bill Bertototti's 


Don Svilvio Ore 


Barney Gallant's | Greenwich Village 
| 


tuberta Welch 
Patricia 

lyon & Marianne 
Hilly Cascade 


V McNaughton 


Hills J.orraine 
Charles Strickland 
Spike Harrison 
Harry Donnelly 
Hiarold Willard 


Cafe Savini 
Kav Dare 
Andree Rivera 
Melvin Pahl 


Cafe Society 


Frankie Newton Or) jean Mona 
Cooper 


| Dick Kuhn 


Skyliners 


Chateau Moderne | Muriel Byrd 
| Hotel Biltmore 


Horace Teidt 
Kwankie Carle 


Anwzela Velez 


Geo kixon 
Andy WVendleton 


Club 18 


40b Knight 


McCoy 


Pat Harrington 


Ruth Clayton | 
“ | 
Wilma Novak | 


i‘rankie Hvers 


l.eila Gaynes | Hotel Essex House | 


Beale St hoys | 
Vinee Curran 


Club Gaucho 
Juan Makula Ore | 


Pura Reyes 


Jan Saviitt 


Cotton Club 


Stepin ketchit 


Avis Andrews Hotel New 
Chilton & Thomas (lee Terrace) 
Kaloah 


Alan & Anise 
Princess Orela 
Evans 
Stump & Stumpy 
Barrington Guy 
Dan 


May Jude's 
Cuban Casino 
Consuelo Moreno 
loon Casanova 
Wiaz & Dolores 
Tony & Estrella 


Flamengo 
liee Miles 


Noble Sissle Ore 
Don McGrane Orc 
Kritzi Scheff 

Buddy Doyle 


nda 
Margot Brander 


Vow Patricola 
Joe Howard Paul 
Civde Hager 
Muaneean Tr 
Lucille Johnson 
Francis 
Dates 

Willie Solar 

Harry Arimstrong 
Mlizgabeth Murray 


Hiidegarde 


EL Chico Velma 
Huso Mariani Orc 3 Idlers 
Soledad) Miralles 
Dorita & Valero 
La Gitanilla 
Famous oor 
Teddy Powell Ore 


ik 
| Gaslord Marie de 
Jimmy Blais 


Marton 
Tiscale 3 
Francine 
Casine 
Joe Candullo 
Jules di Salvo 
Aileen Cook 
Sandra Lynde 
| Angelo’s Rh’mba Bd Dolly Reckless 


Le Ruban 


Havana- Madrid 
Nano Rodrigo 
| Juanito Sanabria O 
Linda March tosita Rios 
Ralph Torres 

Bill's Gay 90's Rosita Oriega 
Rosa Williams Cesar Tapia 
Hickory House 
| Louis Prima Ore 
Hotel Ambassador 
. 4 Ramon Ramos Ore 
Wicke 
Hotel Astor 


| H’tel Belmont-Plaza 
Joe Sudy Ore 
tomo Vincent 
Gracie Barrie 


Lysbeth Hughes 
Larry Cotton 


Fred Lowery 
| Henry Russell 
Ferrington 
4 Heidt-Lights 
Gave Dixon | Hotel Edison 
Little Jack Little Panchita 
Manuel 


Dorothy 
Cafe Caliente 

Diana Castillo 

Suarez 


Krankie Masters 
Marian Frances 
Jay Matthews 
Buss Dillon 
Hotel Lexington 
Ray Kinney Ore 
Meymo Hoit 
Gabriel & Giralda Hotel Lineoin 
| Nedra Madera 


Hotel MeAlpin 


Louis Armstrong Oj} J Messner Ore 
Jeanne D'Arcy 


Shep Fields Ore 
Claire Nunn 
Nate Walley 
Edith Dustman 
Vera Hrubhba 
Healy Donglas Duffy 
Du Reine Farley 
Pedro Via Ore Ronny Reberts 
(Manhattan 
Pete Kent Orc 
Ross Maclean 
Kathryn Tate 
Diamond Horseshoe | Gwen Gary 
Hotel Park Central 
(Cocoanut Grove) 
Nat Brusiloff Ore 
Hotel Plaza 
rank Libuse Bddy Duchin Ore 
Carolyn Horton 
Draper 
Jane Pickens 
Hotel Savoy-Plaza 
Emile Petti 


Bovlin 


Jennings 
N ‘Tavnion 

Reilly 

Casino 
Scharf Ore 
Grace Hayes Lodge | Noel Neit 
Pinkus 


Hiller & 
French 
Danny 


tobert 
Grace Hayes 
Lind Hlaves 
Joe Frisco 
Charlie Foy 


Hotel St. Moritz 


Eddie Varzos Ore 
Marissa Flores 
Raye Hawaiian 
Mahbet Wtealoha 
KKeatoha 
hoki Ore 
Hwoeod Onyx Clab 
Leonard 
Indi 
Sid Brown 
Jimmy Filard 
flack Frost 


Inez Harvot 
Hotel St. 
(fridium Room) 

Chas Baum Ore 

Dorothy Lewis 

rances Fave BR & J Heasley 


Harriette Haddon 


Lucitle Lao Mare 
Thekia Horn 


Stewart 


Rarry MeWKintey 
Les Ghezzis Cv 
Place Elegante 


Ernest Franz 
Maisoa- |) Aritur Tuber! 
ette) Vincent Cosia 
Lee Ore Hill Parrett 
Inter Queen Mary 


Waikiki Beach 
Lani 
Mapuani 
Padehen 


Hotel 


Mann 


cieorge lines 
Smith Howard 


Brigade 


Hotel Waltdorf- 


Astoria 


Day 
Elman 
Tobin 


Monde!tlo 


& Flora 


(Lounge Room) 
Nat Hrandwynne Or 
Barbara Bannisier 
International Casino 
Honey Fam 
Weeks Ore 


Remos Co 
De Vera Or | Adolph Green 


Arden 


kK Parsons-A Sweet 
Kit Kat Club 
Connie McLean Ore | Nastia Poliakova 
«harioteers 
lorenzo Roberson 
Velma Middleton 
Eisy Cooper 
La Conga 
Carlos Molina Ore 
Diosa Costello 
Velevo Sis 
Celino & Papo 
Teresita Osta 
La Martinique 
Dick Gasparre 
Oscar de la Posa 
Medrano 


Rios 


Hassan 
Ailes Gilmour 


Larue 


Eddie Davis Ore 
| Joseph Smith Ore 


Le Coq Kouge 


Rishaw 


Roosevelt 
Lombardo 


Hotel Tait 
Light Ore 


Keoom) 
Or 


Henderson | 


Room) 


Mischa Borr Ore 
Carmen Miranda 


& Donna 


GIs | Joe Enis Ore 
Consuelo KFlowerton 


Jean Walters 
Nina Allen 
Marta Forbes 
Qhueens Terrace 
(Woodside, 
Snub Mosley Ore 
Joe Brown Cre 
Ann Howard 
Charlie Howard 
Thelma Nevins 
Retty Benson 
Santos & Elvira 


Radio Fraak’s 


Whitney 

Fred Whitney 

Bishop 

Ethel Gilbert 

Joe Gallagher 
Rainbow Grill 

Rarry Winton Ore 


Ratabow Room 


Al Donahue Ore 
Paula Kells 

Jack Cole Co 
Revueis 

Anna Austin 
Florence Lessing 


Reity Comden 
Judith Tuviin 
John Frank 


Arn Gerard 

De Sydney Ross 
Russian Kretchma 
typsy Rita 

Tania 

Simeon 
Nadia Mirova 


Michel Michon 
Mischa Usdonov 
Volodia Katoyv Ore 
Show Bar 

(Forest Hills) 
Bobhy Dav Ore 
Connie Haines 
Vera Kane 
Loline Thomas 
Vie Christian 
Stim ‘Tanne: 

Bill Randolph 
Stork Club 
Sonny Kendis Ore 

Monchito Ore 


The Hedges 


Tommy Lymau 
| 


Al Lamb 
Tony's 


Tony Soma 
| Spivs 


taymond Ore dack Bland 


Houston 


I.loyad 
Vieente Gomez 
Evans 
Walter & Hoss 
Leon & Edilie’s 
Ramona Ore 
Martin 


Davis 


4 Squires 
Chas & 
(odev's Conga 
La Playa 


Paradise 


Ore 


Ore 


Barbara 


Francis Schulman 
Veranilles 

M Rergere Ort 

Sephie Tueker 

Panchito Ore 


Village Barn 


Howard Woods Ore 


Gwen W iltiams 

|} Freda Sullivan 

Polly Jenkins Co 

| Noll & Nolen 

| Lau Valero 

| Walter Donahue 

| Billy Burns Co 

Village Vanguard 

|} Gerald Clark Ore 

Recorders 

Cecil Anderson 
Pill Matons 


Deutsch Ore} Nelson & Hart 


Jack Waldron 
Janis Andre 

KH Mason 
Ellen 
& B Brunell 
Vicki Allen 


| Whirling Top 
i Geo Morris Ore 

Grace Morgana 
( 


LOS ANGELES 


Beverly Wilshire 
Cobina Wright, Jr 
Noble Orc 
Biltmore Bowl 
Foster Ore 
Jimmy Castle 
Ashburns 
Vernon 
Biltmorettes 
Prosper & Meret 


Vasquez 


& de Gage 


& l.ollo 


Cafe La Maze 
Alice Marble 
Chanslor 
Club Bali 
ge Yount 
Bruz Fletcher 

Cocoanut Grove 
Martin 
Russell Swan 


Rickard 


Brandon 


Ore 


Ore 


Downey 


Helen Hasion 
Cate 

Pat McKay 

Whitt 


| Mary lou 


Lorraine DeWoord 
Don Roland Or 


Ia Conga 
Paul Featherstone 


j 

| Carlos Fernandes O 
| Eduardo Chavez Or 
| 


Little Club 
| Walier Dyson 
Bess Henoit 
Jane Jones 
Paul hendall 
Grace Palnet 
Mareus Daly 
Kav Kaley On 
The Mandalay 


*alomar 
Judy 

lienel Kaye 

| 


Charlie Sarnet Or: 


Paris Ina 


Darlene Garner 
| Guido Detro 


Madriguera O | Tavo & Adelina 


Karl Carroll 
Ken Stevens 
Lovely Sis 
Nonchalants 
Angulardo Ore 
Nirska 
luamberti 
Johnny Woods 
Hot Shois 
Moore 
Susan Miller 
Servl Wallace 
Reginald Craig 
Igor & Tanya 
Archie BTeyer 
Florentine Garden | Quartetie 
Hudson & Claire 
Watkins 

sourquin 
Roberts Ore 


Cochran 


| 
Ore | 
Paradise 


Ore 
Cate 


Marg'riie & Mrilinez 


Ken Henryvson 
Massey 
Henry Monet 
Heten Miller 
Chuck Henry Ore 
Sardi’s 
Irene Dalton 


Seven Sras 


Danny Kaanna 
Hiewk aw 
Me) Peterson 
Lillian Gibson 
Al McIntyre 


Slapsy Mavxie’s 


Jerry Bran 

Moore & bewis 

Tommy Reilly Ore 
Somerset House 


Jack Owens 

Hiar’y Ringlanda 

Lou Sailee Ore 

| Sport Cirele 

Bob Leonard Ore 
Swennee Ina 

King Cole 5 


Topsy's 
Garwood Van Orc 


Trocadero 
Emil Coleman Orc 
Victor Huge 

Jarry lester 
Tommy Wander 


Shinnuy Orc 


Marilynn & Michael 


Kddie Le Barou Ore 


Tommy Blake Ore 


Maxie Rosenbloom 
Sid VYomack & RB 
& Murray | Jervrie Kruger 


CHICAGO 


Ambassador Hotel 


(Pump Room) 
WMcCreery Orc 


Don & Audrey LeM 


(The Butters) 


LeMaire Rhumba O 


Bali Ball 
Bernie Green 
Marlene Cella 
toed 
Vat Whelan 
biarris Ore 

Bar Musie 
Alexander 
June Price 


Bismarck Hotel 
(Walnut Room) 


Gis 


iM & Whaten 
, Art Kassel Ore 


Lew Hoffinan 
Marion Holmes 


Blackhawk 


Johnny Davis Ore 


thon Pedro Ore 
Hilly Owen 


Orin & Betty Lou 


Yala 
tune Clary 
Betty Van 


Blackstone Hotel 


(Balinese Kem) 
Aristocrats Ore 
Dale Evans 

Krevoort Hotel 

(Crystal Room) 
Anneile Kennedy 
Joe Naraulti 
Gertrede Tobin 
Bob Billings 

Broadmont 
L.vdia Harris 
Sam Haas 
The Rayimondes 
Aun Mae 
Dot & Gene 


Herb Rudotphs Ore 


Cave oe’ Winds 
Sherry 
Jack Reynolds 
Dane 
Joseph Reno 
KFlerence O'Day 
Celebrity Club 


Paul Baron 
Dolores Green 
Gail Lawrence 
Dot de Houghton 
Mary Earl 
Blondie Gls 
Paree 
Harry Richman 
Abe Lyman Ore 
Rese Blane 
Harris & Shore 
Bob Williams 
Ruth Daye 
Kvans Gls 


Chinatowa Bowery 


| Leonard 
Clare Jofre 


Mary Bowers 
Peart Sanders 


ciup Al 


Jack Stanley 


| (sindys Heauville 


Ann Bolen 
Millicent DeWitt 
talph Lyndens 


Club Alabam 


Bernard & Henrie 


Sadic« Moore 
Rio & Rita 
Bee liaven 
sernie Adler 
Allen Cole 


Patllette a Pierre 


Dave Unell Ore 
Dorathy Dale 
Ecaie Roth Ore 
Club Minuet 
Shirley Chandler 
Olga Anton 
Marcelie Gardner 
Willa Runyon 
Beatty Hill 
Phyllis Noble 
Fischers Ore 


| Del Estes 


Colony Club 
Dea Marcos 
Fernando Canay 
idler Ore 

ColosImos 
Wiliie Shore 
Jack Prince 
Bolise Adair 
Klaine Boyd 
Bastien 
Ballard & Rae 
June HKrooks 
Lois Cornwall 


Rika Martin 


Frank Quatrell Ore 


Pronanh ls 
Club Delisa 


Dorise Bradley 
Jean Srady 
(‘hippie Hill 


Dick Montgomery 


Dick & Prince 
6 
Rhythm Willie 
Charles Isom 
Partelle Gis 


Red Saunders Ore 


Congress Hotel 
(Glass Hat Rm) 


Johnny Banga Ore 


(Peacock Hm) 
Joe Vera 


(Pompeiian Rm) 


Irving Margraft 
Drake Hotel 


(fiold Coast Room) 


Wavne hing Ore 
Pierre & Renee 


Fdgewater Beach 


Hotel 
(Beach Walk) 


Will Osborne Ore 
j Dick Rogers 
{Haves & G Herbert 


Sernice Stone 
Jackie Burrows 
The Nighthawks 


Harriet Smith Gis 


Herb Foote 
885 Club 


Johnny Honnert 
Hal Munroe Ore 


Carroll & Gorman 
Franke’s Casino 


lav Conklin. Jr 
(Girace Costello 
Jackie Cornel 
Jean Gerrits 
Grady 2 
Feth Miller 
Joan Talbot 
Dick Conrad 
Bob Tinsley Ore 
Ciaiety Villiage 
Dick Gail 
Gloria Reed 
Louise Seyimour 
Gay 90's 


Deone Page 
Diek Buckley 
Ginger Woods 

i Sandy Creighton 
Bob Danderae Jt 


tray Paree 
' Mary Williams 
} Sam Sweet 
Mickey Winters 
Graemere Hotel 
(Glass House Km) 
| Toasty Pall Ore 
| «tari Jock 
Nonnie Morrison 
Woody La Rush 
Lorraine 
Grand Verrace 
| Ella Fitzgerald 
Nortens 


Beacheombers 
Harry’s New York 
Ralph Cook 

Marge Welly 


Gallente & Leonarda | 


Ruth Nixon 

Red & turley 

Givant Page 

Al Tobin 

lLveciile Wilkins 

Leonard Reed 

Htoveler Gls 

Nino Renaido Ore 
Hickory Inn 

Pancho Villa Ore 

Joan & Eddie 

| Tom Garvey 

| Hi Hat 

| Way 

|N & V Collins 

Andre 


| 
Mel Ody 
| Kay Norre 
| 


4 Queens 
Allen Rogers 
Jimmy Cassidy 
| Sid Lang Ore 
Ivanhoe 
Kit Kat 4 
Al Trace Ore 
Holly Swanson 
Helen Sumner 
Kav Recker 
Koe Koo Klub 
Kent 
tiale Decoda 
Jeony Walker 
Beity May 
Sandra 


Madeline Ball 
Saveer 
Vorchy 
Gypsy Roche 
Honore 
Charline Baker 
Oliver Biibs 

Aigton 
Mary W Kilpatrick 
Kusebio Concialdi 
Syyros Stamos 
Don Quixote Ore 
Ennio Bolognini Or 


1 & Club 


Tiny Gorman 
Anu Davis 


Baren Sis 

l.ita 

Patt Nagar Ore 
Hotel Ta Salle 


(Blue Front Koom) 
Milt Herth Ore 
Dorothy Convers 
Liberty Inna 
Diek Hughes 
Gloria Glenmore 
Jimmie O'Neil 
Karl Wiley Ore 
Limehouse 
Van Toffs Ore 
Little Club 
Ollie Buxgbie 
\ielba Pasaquay 
i.ea Spencer 
4A} Johnson 


MeGraws 
Ned Santrey 
Dixie Dee 
Sally Conley 
Margie Dolan 
Andy Freeinan 
tthuck Andrews 
Phil Chinard 
Jack Tilson 


McLaughlin's 


Tou Reynolds 
Stan Ritioft Ore 


Millstones 


Flo Whitman 
Genevieve Val 
Paisy DuBrae 
Rae Cullis 
Muriel Joseph 
Kdna Riles 


Sharon 


Morrison Hotel 
(Boston Oyster 
House) 
Manfred Gotthelf 

June St Claire 

| Nameless 
Ed Williams Ore 
Jean Starr 

Ruth Kay 

Kiddie leon 
Lauretta De Boer 
| Nappe Gardens 
| Sally Hyde 

| Estelie Bikow 
Anon Sottivan 

| Jeanne Moore 

Md Sellings Ore 
Klinor Johnson 
Giadys Hardin 
Lester Shaw 


Costelano 
9750 Club 
Rocky Elsworth 
Hddie Cox 
Jeaneite & Carlo 
tieorze Slattery 
Ann Heim 
Thelma Rankin 
Kidwin Anderson 
Hob Wrays Ore 
Mary Camp 
Old Heidelberg 
Old Heidelberg Co 
Octet 
taoul Kantrow 
Kranz & Krits 
Sally Sharrat 
| Swiss Hill Billies 
Herbie Orc 
Paddock Club 
Sid Schapps 
t'olleen 
Shirley Ray 
Carlson Gis 
Lew hing 
Les Descamps Ore 
Palmer House 
(Empire Reom) 
Tommy Dorsey Ore 
Bob Neller 
1, Royce & Vanya 
Niek Lone, dr 
tiertrude Simmons 
Abbott) Dancers 
Phil Dooley Ore 


Sherman Hotel 
(Celtic Cafe) 
Geue Kerwin Orc 
Jaros Sis 


Harvey Charlies Ore 


(Dome) 
James Hamiltoa 
Empire Boys 
Jerry Glidden 

(Panther Room) 
Henry James Ore 
Connie Haines 
Krank Payne 
Wharton Sis 
Boggie Woogies 
Carl Marx 

Rose Bowl 
Retty Atkinson 
tieorge Moore 
Del Prado (re 
Al Robinsons Ore 

Roxy 
Bob Jnafle 
Jean Powers 

Silhouette Club 
Eddie Danders 
Larty Forbes 


| June Bentley 


Jane Conway 
Louise Powell 


| Joan Gerdon 


Joey Conrad Ore 
Silver Bar 


l.ennie Baylinson 
Harry Linden 
Dewey Harris 
Douna kaye 
Virginia Whittier 
Betty Zeal 
Joe Grant 
Ginger Greene 

Silver Cloud 
Frances Kay 
Jessie Rosella 
McOwen Sis 
VTetry Terrell 
Ray Steiber Ore 
Elinor Daniels 
Hazel Zalus 

Silver Frolics 
Harry Harris 
Roma Noble 
les Doyle 
Fay Wallace 
Art Freeman 

606 Club 
Billy Carr 
Margret Faber Gls 
Connie Fanslav 
Marne 
Sally O'Day 
Zonia 
Anita Jacobi 
Leoni Thurston 
Roots Burns 
Joan Wocds 
Polly Sterling 
Sol Lake Orc 
Tripoli 3 
So Ho 

Pat Paradise 
Doris & Marge 
Cliff Real 


Ginger McDonald 


Iiveiyn Forgue 
Tiny Brooks Ore 
Stevens Hotel 
(Continental Room) 
Biltmere Boys Orc 
Joan Brandon 
Louise Martell 
Olivette & Dimitrl 
Subway 
Al Garbell 


Jean Powers 
Misnon 

beahl 

Lois Lonerge mm 
Harry Saix Ore 


Suzie 
Hal arbour 
| Beity Saxon 
Virtion Stewart 


Red Wilson Ore 


Thompson's 16 Club 
Ray Revnolds 
1 Sharps Ore 
Yvon Nove 
Ruth Dean 
Dorothy, Dean 
Mevers 
Marsh McCurdy 
Three Denees 
Dodds 
Charles Metride 
Darnell Howard 
Billie Holliday 
Kreddiea Reed 
Lounie Johnson 
Tewer Ina 
Ines Gohan 
Mary Graut 
Fi Decca 
Leonard 2 
ob Let Gla 
Hawaiians 
Frank Davis Ore 
Towa Club 
Margie 
Frankie Donia 
Laud 
Kathleen Kay 
Karon & Willis 
Rob While 
Joe Nitt] Ore 
213 Club 
Angela 
Naney 
bert McDowell 
Margie Kinkaid 
Marvin Prizmenut 
Edna Ritter 
Bille Wrer 
Villa Moderne 
Parker & Fredricks 
Carlos Molinas Ore 
‘Tony Cabot Ore 
Lucia Garcia 
Vine Gardens 
Alice Adele Cave 
Angelo Lippeck 
Richard Denviler 
Joe Kish Ore 
Hansi Chrisil 
Whiteherse laa 
3 Loose Screws 
Billy Aleen 
Mary toach 
fosiland Metlone 
Var 
Doriss Wiilich Ora 
Janina lakRoda 
Clandia Coratti 
Veo Olde Cellac 
Chet Robles Ore 
Dan Daniels 
Bishop 
Lillian Lee 
Mariha Vail 


Virg Whittier 


MILWAUKEE 


Athletic Club 
Hal Munro Ore 
Chet & Marcia 

Bert Phillip’s 
Ethel Seidel 
Don Pedro Ore 


Blatz Palm Garden 


Eddie South Ore 


Cardinal Club 
Jay Burt Ore 

Chateau Club 
Stan Jacobson Orc 
Mauteyv Gls 
Jobnny Poat 
Thelma Ward 
laurene Nevell 
Kileen Sis 
Harney Starr 
Mata Monteria 
Zane & Todd 


Andre & Delphine 


Chez Paree 

Wally Valentine 
Ore 

Clover Club 


Jing Brynd Ore 
Cab Horvath 
Fave Roberts 
Mary Kaye 
Cleo & Ruth 

2 Coeds 

Rick & Snyder 


Club Forest 
Virginia Grey 
Berdine Dickson 
Hielen Kave 
Vera Welsh 
Mickey Goldman 

Club Madrid 
Cookie Harding Or 
Arturo & Evelsn 
Kdna Enrico 
Dorothy Maye 
Ellen Kaye 
latmars 
Cleo & Ruth 
Sally Joyce 
Club Milwaukean 
Otto Richter Ore 

Club Sahara 
Gordie Bennett Orc 

Club Terris 
Gordon Gensch Orc 
Mona Henderson 
Kihel Warren 
Phil Kestin 
Dale & Dale 
Jean Renard 
June Hurley 
Kidith Rae 

Conge Club 
Randolph & R 
Christine Mayberry 
Irma Wagner 
Yvonne Lroadway 
Buckner 
Morton Brown 
Leonard Gay Ore 

Cornies Ship 
Myron Stewart Ore 
Lewis 
Louis Streeter 
Allen Dunn 
Zastrow & Wells 
Jack Fave 
Marty Hoff 

Devines Eagles 


Stephen Swedish O 


Bob Garrity Ore 

Gloria Gale 
Mamie’s Grotto 

Gus Brhley Orc 


Hotel Schroeder 
(Empire Room) 


Ray Herbeck Orc 
Karl Ratsch’s 
Willie Keller Or: 
Irma Brahn 
Lakota’s 
Bobby Stuart 


! 
| 
Sandra 


{ Jullianne Desmond 


Billy Lamont 
Blue Room 3 
Mildred) Seelby 
Bernice Barns 
Marie KRecky 
Larsen’s 
Ray Meadows Ora 
Last Kound Up 
Jimmy Raye Ore 
Ken Weck 
L.indy's 
Sviv'ler Stambauge 
Eddie Tupon 
Frances Parker 
leg Cabin 
Carl Bergman Ore 
Miami Club 
Trudy De Ring 


| Helen Kyvereit 


6 Kruceiies 
Avis Kent 


Joe Rio 
Rav Martell 
Peggy Geary 


(iene Bineratd 


Joluny Davis Ore 


Oasis 
Bert Bailey Ore 
Shovks Hartinan 


Old Heidelberg 
Eddie ZAinp Ore 
Donna 
Noniea Morrisom 
lLonis Streeter 
Lioblia Rae 
Tommy ONeal 
Patsy Mack 


Ray Van Day 
Paris 
Joe Gumin Ore 


Kenoy Kay 
Little Ray 


Plankinton House 
(Red Koom) 


Marlow Sis 


Rert Bailev Ora 
Mary Webb 
6 
trown & Lyons 
Hunky Rrown 
Ruddy Teniar 
3 Jokers 
Rendezvous 
Rob Matheson Ores 
tirace Brown 
Rendezvous 12 
l.a Nore Sis 
Helen Shower 
Kivelya Pare 
Lyun 
Billy Lamont 
Keno 
3iff Blake Ore 
Vivian Hotter 
Rusty Banks 
Ann Giese 
Alma Williams 
Helen Claire 
Jean Heanolton 
Romona Brownvill 
Ha! White 
Sealer’s 
Tony Bauer Orc 
Genevieve Woods 
Gordon Walters 
Jessie & Viola 
ting Burdick 
Roma Costetlo 
Dolores Lamar 
Nancy O' Bien 
706 Club 
Al Harris Ore 
Teddy Capp 


Schwarts 
Lawrence Welk Orc 
Red Ravin Ore 
Ray Wick 


| 
| 
Hie 
4 | 
| | 
| | 
| | 
| 
| | | 
| 4 | 
| | | 
Howe ij Paul 
Bills | 
| | | | 
| | | 
| 
; | | | | 
| | | 
Kav Mares | 
ros Jean, Cook | 
| 
| 
| ( | | | 
a. | | 
| 
~ 
| 
Jak 
| 
Kddie 
| 
Bd 
aor | 
| 
Or 
| | — 
| kes 
| 
| 
} | t 
| | | 
| | | 
| | 
| 
7 
| 
| 
| | | 
) 
| | 
_ | 
Tf | | | 
| | 
| | 


Wednesday, October 11, 1939 


VARIETY 


Irene Griggs Town and Country 
Claude Parmenter Club 
Benny Skorch Ore 
Lurry Powell 
Irene Burke 
Helen Savage 
Joan Rogers 
Rags Gallagher 
Joan Harris 
Jack Farrell 
Eve Evon 
Ray Wencil 
Gail Darker 
Toy's 
Case Vandis Ore 
26th & North Club 
Kay Crandel! Orc 
Wirth'’s Futuristic 
Bill Schweitzer Ore 
Jack Fexer 
Vallie Jay Ore 
Maureen Rosay 
Rogan & Mann 
Eddie Apple Ore Wisconsin Roof 
7 Joe Sanders Ore 
Tie Top Tap Jane Kaye 
Joey Feldstein Ore | yy Merrymaker Ore 
ken Leslie ‘Tom Sheridan 
Chet Boswell Cappy Lewis 
Rider Sis . Arnold Dupre 
Rosalie & Webster Maxine Reguette 
Thelma Ward Lee Leighton 


tt Noli 


Spa 
Billi Davidson Ore 
Six Point Club 
Casper Reda Ore 
State Gardens 
Far! Rigg Ore 
Jrene schrank 
Anita Allen 
Eddie Kube 
Fio Bell 
Betty Lane 
Jean Jacques 
Jack & Jill 
Strand Annex 
fimeon Philipoff 
Bert Snyder 
Elburta Johnson 
Billie Lamont 
Sunset Club 


Val Davis Lyle Stann Ore 
PHILADELPHIA 
Anchorage Gruber Hof Brau O 


Les Garcons Cy White 
Joan Barrie 
Johnny Graff Ore 
Jsenneo Dicco 
& Lucinda 
Benny the Bum 
Joe Frasetto Ore 
Cadillac Tavern 
Dot Landy 
H & Adrienne 
Eddie Thomas 
Val Mar Trio 
Karr Sis 
Kippy Velez 


Harris Tavern 
Alabama Corinne 
Bobby Lyons 
(iveta LaMarr 
Betty Thomas 


Hildebrand’s 
T.eslie Sis 
Matto & Therese 
Billy Brill 
Vete Hays 
Lydia White 
Blossom Gis 


Abe Sherr 
Mary Clark 
Maurice Belmont 
Billy Hayes Ore tee Ore 


Lindley Sis 
Lillian Chapmen 
Cafe Moroney 
Hal Pfaff Ore 
Jessie Nelson 
Cedarwood Cabio 
(Malaga, N. J.) 


Hildebrand 3 


Hotel Adelphia 
(Hawaiian Roof) 
Aloha 
Hob Panole 
Al Vierra 
Let Nant 


Pit Procell Leina Ale 
Nikki Nikolal Joe Vierra 
KRetty Williams Al Vierra 

Frankle Senluth Chas Ahin 


Walt Temple Ure 


Jack Ly 1 
Club Morocco ae yoch's 


(Hi Walton Roof) 


Lillian Fitzgerald Block & Sully 
Harry Holly, MC Vineent Rizzo Ore 
Pen Raymond Barney Zeeman 


The La Fons 
Charlie Cramer 


Bob Russell 
Giamour Gls (12) 


Mary Little Hlerb Dubrow , 
Charlie Gaines Ore | sally Lamarr 

Club 15 Kunice Healy 

Nik 

Danie's & Day Bob Roltner 
Jean Cavaz Jimmy Blake 
« « 
Evelyn Bradley Neil Fontaine Ore 
Mae Sis lielen Heath 


Mary Neyer 
Jack Spangler 
Club Parrakeet 
Bobbie Tucker 
Margie Bowman 
Ann Cunninginam 
Steve Cole 
Fran Caswell 
Pen Fay Or« 
Johnny Nages 
College Inn 
Marlyn 


Hotel White Way 
(Atco, N. J.) 
Charlie Arthur 
Marie Shafter 
Sir Cecil Alexander 
Jack's Grille 
Ruth Webb 
Johnny Cahill 
Dulour & Renee 
Pegev Eames 
Josephine Bovle 
Jeanette Idler 


York & Lewis 2€0 Altmiller re 
Dick Thomas Latimer Club 
College Inn Ore Tonimy Monroe 


Doris Shea 

Joe Stevens 

Crescent Log Cabin 

(Gloucester Hghts, 
N. ) 

3 Casimieras 

Barnet & Barclay 


Jeri Foster 
Barbara Bradley 
Grace Devine 
Lynwood Barnes 
Joseph Ilayes Ore 
Lexington Casino 
Rob White 


Dotti Dare Frankie Riehardson 
Warren & Durkin Mary Navis Bd 
Joe Kraft Ore Marie La Tell 


Dolly Vaughn Artie Nelson 
June Eldridge Joyette Gls 
Duthin’sRathskeller | Poul Rich 

Don & Doresse Ginger Lsann 


Frank Ponti Mike Jaffree 
Keller 2 3 Tornedos 
Mildred Gilson Lexingion 3 


Rube. Johnny & FE 
Doc Dougherty Ore 


Pops & Louis 
Rita Roberts 


Irving Braslow Orc | Harry Rose 
3 Peppers Lido Venice 
Darlene Jones 
Ada Rhevnolds 
Embassy Billy Beck 
Ruba Malina Peggy Martin 
Emily Millay Johnny Leary 


Jainboree Ore 
Joe >mythe 


Little Rathskeller 


Francis Fariel) 
Ann Hudson 
Ford Crane 


Constaine & Barry . 

Pat Miller 
Aida Alvarez Ros Dodge 
Edith Pillsner Alea Gate 
Louise Hagen 
Sidney Day wine Jordan 
Aileen Cunningham er 

Sines Hage Ore 
‘irginia Renault Edith Delaney 
Kay Keeny Manoa Inn 
Stephanie Snyder Sam Crawford 
Dorothy Murphy Judy Lane 

Mary Williams Frank Cuneo Ore 
Trudy Martin Wade & Wade 
Fedro Bianco Ore Mario & Maria 
Evergreen Casino Rav Dell 


Edyth Gallade 
Dee Doree 


Beth Challis 
Dolores Lackro 


Judy Chandler New Leader Cafe 
Pudell & Jean Eddie Jarvis Ore 
Modernettes HWarry MeKay 
Pat Shevlin Ore ona Barclay 
1523 Locust Betsy Bain 
Fthelind Terry Open Door 
Bubbles Shelby Marta Ray 
Ray Dorothy Shea 
2 Jack Griffin 
3ernice Rerg Pops & le Roy 
Frances Lenox Jim Rossi : 
Elaine Biack Marie Fitzpatrick 
Lorene Rhoda Niel & Delmar 
Dolores Merrill aul Lynch 


Kings of Swing Or 
Hotel Ben Franklin 
Garden Terrace 


Peacock Gardens 
Sylvan Herman O 


Bernie Cummins Or | Ann Reed 
Walter Cummins Palumbo's 
Connie Barleau 

Eddie White 

Gay 90's Chas Joy 
Cornell Cooper teese Sis 
Nake & Sake Herb Revnolds Ore 
Ethel Fraye Jack Delmar 
Chaudy Lee (lav Tixon 


Catuarine Joy 
Morrison 


Purple Derby 


Pepper Welsh 
etty King 

Skippy Wiilisims 

Juanita Johnson 


Chie Williams Ore Tom Metowan 
Grated Burns 
ruber’s Hof Evans 
Mel Mason Ninvine Seoit 
Gavin White jean Lamar 
Nadine Walz j Carita 


Margie Mealey 


Monya Alba 


Billy Hughes 
Biily Fitzgerald 
Rainbow Terrace 
(Strafford, Pa.) 
Leo Zolio Ore 
Miidred Rogers 
Ralph Eastwood 
Red Lion Inn 
Al Streit Ore 
Wayne Barrie 
Irma Lynne 


Kitty Smith 
Frank Dumont 
Frank Caney 


Sansom House 
Richard Bach 
Joe Dougherty 
Al hilbride 
Jack Ross 
Buddy Nugent 

Rendezvous 

(Hotel Senator) 
Anastean Haines 
Billi Simpson 
Chas Beal 
Slim Gaillard 

Stamp'’s Cafe 
Robby Evans 
Bert Lemish 
Marty Bohn 
Nancy Lee 
Grace O'Hara 
4 Golden Gate Gls 
Aimee Organ 
Jack & Johnny 

Silver Lake Inn 

(Clementon) 
Mickey Familant Or 
Alice Lucey 
Divagano & Fra’cine 
Keller Sis 
Music Hall Gls 


Ore 


Tudell & Jean 
Barbara Joan 
Marie Holz 


George Reed 
Lee Lamond 
Stephanie & Craig 


Venice Grille 
Jzz1e Wells 
Tanya Garth 
Phyllis Larue 
Norma Page 
Geo Marchetti 
Joe Reilly 
Seott Hancock 


Viking Cafe 
2 
Burt St Claire 
Murray Parker 
Marty Burke Ure 
La Fons Term 
Margie Smith 


Ore 


Wagon Wheel 
Joe O'Shea 
Al Bastian Ore 


Warwick Hotel 
Ray Benson Ore 
Weber's Brag 

(Camden) 
Rudy Bruder 
Jules Flacco Ore 
Felipe de Flcres 
4 Fobeys 
Chore & Tomasita 
Pattie Cranford 
Cavle Grant 
Clayton & Phillips 
Syd Golden 
Visie Hart 
Terese Rudolphe 
Raths’r Eldoradians 

Wilson's 
Joe Hough, MC 
8 Guardsmen 
Marion 
Miller & Miilliard 
% Hicks 
Kinko 
Barbara Brent 
Geo Bakay Ore 
Musical Martinis 

Yacht Club 
Jimmy Bailey 
Kitty Helimling Ore 


DETROIT 


Book-Cadillac Hotel 
(Book Casino) 
Lowry Clark Ore 
(Motor Bar) 
Eddie Fritz Ore 
Bowery 
Harriet Rollo 
Morrison & Rogers 
Craters 
Kay Carroll 
Amos Jacobs 
Charley Carlisle 
Lenora’s Debs (8) 
Johnny King 
Benny Resh Ore 
Blue Lantern 
Chuck Mim’ger’s Or 
Glamour Gls (6) 
Dick Bauer 
Temple & Marie 
Kay Carroll 
Gale Reynolds 
Commodore Club 
Paul Rosini 
Floradoras (6) 
Van & Allen 
Commodorettes (6) 
Lee Bartell 
Hark Thomas Ore 


Corktown Tavern 
Rene 
Phil Kaye 
Thida Loy 
Waily & Frances 
Eddie Bratton Ore 
Frontenac 
Cecil Lee Ore 
Brooks 2 
Danny Brown 
Club Imperial 
Huntho Chin 
H’wood Beauties 12 
Marge Mansell 
Nub Brown Ore 
Club Lido 
Cliff Winehill 
Zonette Sis 
Doraine & Ellis 
Texas Rockets 
Raiph Fisher Ore 
Main Street Club 
Frank Sidney Orc 
Neblolo’s 
Di Giovanni 
Monty Wysong 
Ray Carlin Ore 
Northwood Inn 
Ben Young 
Rex & Betty 
Una Cooper 
Lischeron & Adams 


Jack Campbell Orc 


Oasis 


Leonard Seel Ore 
Francita 
J Arson 
Hollywood Stooges 
Ingagi 
Billy Carol 
Bett Howard 
Dolly May 
Palm Beach 
Bert Snyder 
Hart & Allison 
Marylin Bridges 
Vhil Arden 
Bea Moore 
Denverettes (6) 
Don Pablo Ore 
Plantation 
Sausage Tyson (6) 
Wm MeKinney Ore 
Larry Steele 
Myra Johnson 
Derby Wilson 
Kitty Murray 
Dorothy Derrick 
Plan'tion Belles (6) 
Powatan 
Sammy Dibert Ore 
Elaine Arden 
June Parish 
Adele Parish 
Howard Brooks 


Redford Inn 


Don Miller 
Morrie Sager Ore 


Club Royale 
Danny Demetre Ore 
Johnny Howard 
White Guards 
Royal Steppers (3) 
Julie Annan 
Burns & White 
Royalettes (s) 
Helen Holmes 

Saks 
Ralph Lewis 
Youman Bros 
Armand & Juliana 
Shirley Handler 
Cocktail Girls (6) 
Coyle McKay Ore 

San Diego 
Capt Frankie 
Gold & Primrose 
Jack & A Martin 
Geo Presnell 
Al Alexander Ore 

Statler Hotel 

(Terrace Room) 
Frank Gagen Ore 
Bob Allen 

Whittier Hotel 
(Gold Cup Koom) 
Charles Auld Trio 


PITTSBURGH 


Anchorage 
Hughie Morton Ore 
Maynard Deane 

Arlington Lodge 
Kier Morrison Ore 

Balconades 
Phil Cavezza Ore 

Bill Green’s 
Lang Thompson Or 
Foo Martin 
Wendy Bishop 
(huck Eaton 
Pete Foster 

Club Carlisle 
Red Mitchell Ore 
Club Cariton 

Neil Brant 

Di Carmo 

Nita Norman 
Club Petite 


Piccolo Pete Ore 
Neil Buckley 
Flo Parker 


Bernie Lambert 
Nora Lewis 
Rosemary Kenny 
Cork and Bottle 
Carla Moore 
Nick Parillo 
Entertainers Club 
Danny Mason ore 
El Congo 
King Bass Ore 
Connie Simms 
Great Beulah 
Gladys Sage 
Ttuddy Mack 
The Empress 
Congo Darlings 
Billie McAilister 
Evergreen Gardens 
George Barer Ore 
Jo Suceop 


Carol Crane 


4 De Bonaires 


Hotel Henry 

(Silver Grill) 
M Contreras Ore 
Conchita 

(Gay 90's) 

Dorothy Nesbitt 

Hotel Roosevelt 
Idiers 

Hotel Schenley 
Howdy Baum Orc 


Jean Boaz 
Buzz Aston 
Joe Bilotio 


Hotel Wm Penn 
(Chatterbox) 

EFddy Brandt Ore 
Rhythm Boys 
(Continental Bar) 
Lilly Catizone 
Harry Martin 
Johnny Fritz 
Al DiLernia 


Monterey 
Springer 
New Penn 
Ralph Allen Ore 
Pat McGowan 
Johnny Duffy 
Ellen Vargo 
Dotie Joy 
Bohn Duo 
Joe Morracco 
Bob Liotke 
Nixon Cafe 
Al Marsico Ore 
Bob Carter 
B& M Gates 
Barbarina 
6 Cocktails 
Angelo Di Palma 
Nut House 
5 Rhythmaniacs 
Alice Brooks 
Tubby Rives 
Reggie Dvorak 
Al Merecur 
Jim Buchanan 
Harry Nossokoff 
Old Shay Gardens 
Etzi Covato Orc 
Miss America 
Beauty Parade 
Bill 
Dean Sayre 
Dick Smith 
Orchard 
Jimmy Gamble Ore 
Jay Loring 
Chuck Miller 
Pines 
Nelson Maples Ore 
Plaza Cafe 
Jimmy Pevton Orc 
Dewey Moon 


Billy Ore 


Betty Nvlender 

Chicgvita 

Daisy the Horse 

Riviera 

Joey Sims Ore 
Show Boat 

H Middleman Ore 

Ray Styles 

Loretta lee 

Virginia Lee 


Alpine Village 
Otto Thurn Ore 
Eltons 
Bernh'dt & Kretlaw 
Ann Mare 
Margaret 
Hierinan 


Aemmer 
Pircehner 


Avalon 
Hv Burron Ore 
Norman Priest 
Bonnie LaVonne 
Thelma 
Arline May 


Airway Club 
Troy Singer Ore 
Judy Back 
Cedar Country Clue 
Sherdina Walker O 

Cedar Gardens 
Duke Melvin Ore 
Lillian Young 
Queen of Zulu 
George Gould 
Waiter Green 
Mitzi Mitehell 
Wilton Crawley 
Sherman Dudley 

Chateau 
Sammy Berk 
3 Play Bovs 
Mills 
doe Rollo 
Rob Sturr 
Gloria Shane 
3 Smart Gls 

College Inn 
Normen Brill Ore 
tobbie Collins 
Jack Raynor 

Freddie's Cafe 
Tony Emma Ore 
toberta Roberts 
Buddy Walker 
Mei-Lun 
Magley Cls 
Eddie Barnes 

Golden Glow 
Paul Simonetti Ore 
Mary Lou 
Gladys Delmar 
Camille 

Gourmet Club 
FE Robinson Ore 
Harold Copeland 
Bill Lochman 
Iola Walker 
Harry Meyers 

Hatton's Club 
He:kell 


Ore 


; Fred 


Doris Belmar 
Sky-Vue 
Tommy Dolan Ore 
Union Grill 
Art Yagello 
Frank Natale 
Mike Sandretto 
Willows 
| Jack Dervis Ore 
' Dolly Nesbit 


CLEVELAND 


Lois Miller 
Ruth Parker 
Kay Kristman 
Mary Jane 


Hotel Allerton 
George Paderewski 
Kay Whitney 

Hotel Cleveland 


Everett Hoagland 
Walt Bergen Ore 
Hotel Sterling 
Marty Lake Ore 
Babe Sherman 
Joe Rose 
flotel Hollenden 
Sammy Watkins O 
Gicvanni 
Dorn Bros & Mary 
Vieki Allen 
Romany 3 
Jack & Eddie’s 
Chick Williams 
Arlene Rice Ore 
Alberta 
Lindsay's Sky-Club 
Poison Gardner 
Rita White 
Pearl De Luca 
Monaco'’s Cafe 
Willard Pott's Ore 
Virginia Carroll 
Grant Wilson 
Mounds Club 
Dunes Boys 
Jules DeVorzon 
Jack Webb 
Ohio Villa 
Freddie Carlone Or 
Mickey Katz 
Charlotte Claire 
4 Grands 
Robertson & White 
Tom Ball Gis 
Southern Tavern 
Lee Allen Ore 
Stanley Club 
George Winter Ore 
Karyl Norman 
Jackie Mave 
Jack Elliott 
Mitzi Walker 
Patsy Day 
Ubangi Club 
Tommy Barnes Ore 
Hertel Collins 
Ethel Avery 
| Rose Morgan 
Sonny Carr 


ATLANTIC CITY 


Babette's 
Challis 


Babette 


Earl Lindsay 

Eric Correa Ore 
Frolics 

| Francis Renault 


Hotel President 
Round World Km) 


ienry Patrick Ore 


MINNEAPOLIS 


Anglesey 


Fiddie LaRue B (5) 
| Arlene Gage 
j LaVoe & De Anne 
Bowery 
Bowery Sharpe Or 
led Brown 
| Edith Kaye 
| Coliseum 
Duke Ellington Ory 
Jack NRane Orc 


Commodore 
| Ken Davenport Ore 


A. Murray Dancers 
‘Drunkard’ 
Coronado 
Dick Treso Bd (6) 
Maxine Demars 
Curly's 
Oscar Kellman Ore 
Hegg 
Susar ang 
Blaine & Karrett 
| Ma c & Vile 
Curtis | 
Dick Long Ore (8) 
Del Otero 
| Llovd LaBrie Ore 
| 
| Avalon 
| Stu Garling 
Deke Raymond 
| Club Candee 
Brownie Hodges 
Peggy Jacobs 
(iladyvs Martin 
|} Chickie LaRelle 
| Dele nty Sis 


Gallagher-Nestico 
Greenwich Village 


Ore 


(anton Corten 


Hotel Onondaga 


erb Gordon Orc 


2 

toval Jesters (3) 
Hotel Syracuse 

Les B 


own Ore 


, Hotel Ritz-Carlton 
| (Merry-Go-Round) 
Harry Dobbs Ore 


| Nomad 
Lionel Murray 
Zola Grey 


| Edna Thompson 
Madge Carmyle 

| Faith Arlington 
Dixie Dixon 

| Kay King 

i} Sid Rose Ore 


AND ST. PAUL 


| Happy Hour 
Gordie Kowen O (6) 
Madelyn Joyce 
Lounge Pierre 
| Sev Olsen Ore 
| Marigold 
Nat Towles Ore 
«ee Hurst Ore 
| Al Manke Ore 
Minnesota Terrace 
| Bob Zurke Ore 
|} Anthony, A & H 
Ruth Petty 
Monte Cuthbert 
A Murray Dan 
President 
|} Al Wehte Oro 
| Sheldon Gray 
Bennett & Crawf’d 
Tom Allen 
Terrace Cafe 
Howard LeRoy Ore 
Stuart & Lee 
Marjey Strong 
| Town & Country 
| Club 


(2) 


Craig Kuie 
Hy Ackerman Ore 
Dave Ackerman 


SYRACUSE 


| Herb Muse 

| Miriam Shaw 

Luigi's 

| Danny Boone 
Nickey Dell 

| 6 Modernalires 


Prison Inn 
Pete Kite Orc 


Musical Lou 
Margie Heran 


Richardson's 
Cass Sanders Ore 
Rita Armitarve 
Whitey Waxzner 

Three Rivers 
Freddie Jerome Or 
| Town Club 
| Jack Hanley Ore 


Toots Mann 
Maxine Reynolds 


| Wisconsin Union Elects 


for the third 
{ president of 
cians’ Association 
lat Watertown. 


The WMA 


Milwaukee, Oct. 10. 
Volmer Dahlstrand, of Milwaukee, 
tume 
the Wisconsin Musi- 


was re-elecied 


at the convention 
is asso- 


ciated with the American Federation 


Musicians. 
| Other officers 
| Sorenson, 
'E. J. Sartell, Ja 
fand A. S. Vande 
treasurer. 


Racine, 
nesville, 
nberg, Green Bay, 


elected are: Erwin 


vice-president; 
secretary, 


Victor Schertzinger, directing ‘The 


|Roaed to Singapore,’ cleffed two songs 


to be warbled in 


a; 
tain Vanka’ and 


the picture, ‘Cap- 


‘Mist of the Moon.’ 


Football 


N. ¥. U.-North Carolina 
Dr. Mal Stevens takes his Violent 

Violets into the Southland in an ef- 
fort to keep their record clean. 
Carolina is loaded and an awfully 
tough club to beat in their own 
bailiwick. A mint julep victory for 
the Southerners 

Georgetown-Syracuse 


this point, while Georgetown is re- 
puted to be a big strong squad. The 
Orange will start clicking this week- 
end and romp over the Hilltoppers 
from Georgetown. 
. Fordham-Tulane 
Against Alabama, Fordham was 
the worst team seen at Rose Hill in 
the Crowley regime. Tulane with a 
big talented squad playing in the 
heat of New Orleans will smother 
the Ram, if the heat doesn't. 
Manhattan-Duquesne 
Herb Kopf is O.K. but his squad 
has not vet taken to his tricky of- 
fense. Duquesne with many sopho- 
mores has a two-team system which 
will wear down the N. Y. gang and 
give the edge to the Dukes. 
Duke-Pittsburgh 
Duke’s the favorite here because 
Pitt is deemphasizing football. But 


By Dick Fishell 


‘WHN Sports Commentator) 


1cal Notre Dame style of winning. 
| They usually do. 
Ohio State-Northwestern 

Here’s a pick ’em contest, with 
Ohio the slight favorite because of 
the Wildcats poor showing last Sat- 
urday. Despite the fact that they 
got off on the wrong foot, Lynn Wal- 


Syracuse has shown nothing to | 


dorf has a winning combination and 
will start by turning back the Buck- 
eyes. 
Wisconsin-Indiana 
Here’s a tossup, breaks deciding 
the issue. Stay with the underdog 
on this one, because of their scoring 
ability. It’s Indiana in a hair-raiser. 
Michigan-lowa 
Iowa has shown a great offense in 
winning its first corésts. This 
Michigan club is differeni and theyll 
put the pressure on to give Dr. An- 
derson and Iowa their first defeat. 
Purdue-Minnesota 
Minnesota was halted by Nebraska 
and undoubtedly had a lot taken out 
of them by the hard-hitting Corn- 
huskers. Purdue with two weeks’ 
rest and their backs now in shape 
should upset the favorite and win 
by a hair. 
Oklahoma-Texas 


Texas looked marvelous in defeat- 


Oklahoma—Texas 
Washington—Washington State 


Probable Football Winners 
And Proper Odds 


(October 14) 


By DICK FISHELL 


GAMES WINNER ODDS 
N. ¥Y. U:-—North Carolina......... North Carolina .......... 9-5 
Fordham—tTulane ............... 
Pittsburgh—Duke ........ 
Ohio State—Northwestern ....... 


' 
in 


upset Duke. 
Navy-Dartmouth 
The Sailors are a big rugged gang, 
but they’ve had trouble getting past 
minor opposition. Well - coached 
Dartmouth, with speed to spare. will 
break Hutchinson or Krige! 
for enough points to sink the Navy. 
Cornell-Princeton 
The Tigers are a good passing club 
with no running game to speak of. 
Cornell is further advanced with a 
better all-around attack and should 
grab a verdict here. 


Army-Columbia 
The Lou Little team looked bad 
against Yale. Their only scoring 
method is on the ground and don't 
believe they can punch holes in a 


big veteran cadet forward wall. 
Colgate-Brown 

The Red Raiders have been tak- 
ing it on the chin and are now an 
injury-riddled squad. Brown has 
been breezing along against 
opposition and have one of the best 
and smartest lines in the East. Andy 
Kerr’s double-wing will go no place 
and Brown will outscore them. 

Yale-Penn 
It’s only a mediocre Yale team that 


lof the field. 


needed breaks to defeat Columbia. 
Penn'll be too hot and too hard to 
handle, and Reagan will spark-plug 
them to victory. 
L. S. U.-Rice 
It's a dog fight and even al) the 


way. Louisiana paced by Cava- 
naugh, a pass-catching end, who 
should just squeeze out enough 


points to be on the long end of the 
score. 
Notre Dame-S. M. U. 

The Mustangs are certainly not to 

be sneered at. They have a crack 


loose 


Villanova—Texas A & M......... -5 
this is still a great blocking Pitt , ing Wisconsin, but Oklahoma is one 
team that has added an aerial at- | of the standout teams of the nation. 
tack to ground manoeuvers. Will | They'll prove they are no flash in 


the pan by getting the nod over 


Texas, 
Washington-Washington State 
This is a natural with both teams 
giving their all this Saturday. Wash- 
ington is better coached and has 
more power, so they'll down State. 


California-Oregon 

The California Bears have been on 
the wrong side of the road for two 
weeks while Oregon has been going 
hot and heavy. Cal’s the favorite, 
but Oregon with the smell of vic- 
tory in their nostrils will keep its 
record clean. 

U. C. L. A.—Stanford 

Stanford’s Indians haven't got the 
scoring punch possessed by the 
Uclans, and so the latter must get 


the nod in a fairly close tussle. 


minor | 


| staff band. 


ball club, dangerous from any part | 


The Irish with three 
big elevens will résort to the typi- 


Villanova—Texas A & M 
Texas A & M gets the verdict here, 


though Villanova is stronger than ite 


close victory over South Carolina 
last week would indicate. 


Towel Boy Composer 
Philadelphia, Oct. 10. 

Dave Abolofia, assistant ‘pro’ of the 
men’s room at Jack Lynch's Walton 
Roof, has penned a tune in his spare 
time between handing out 
etc., to the customers, 

It’s called ‘Lonely Illusion’ ana 
was introduced by Neil Fonta nes 
orchestra at the spot. 


towels, 


Billy Leach with KDKA Band 
Pitsburgh, Oct. 10. 

Billy Leach, former vocalist wiih 
Art Kassel orchestra, joins KDKA 
as singer with Maurice Soitalny’s 
Replaces Billy Sherman, 
who joins Henry Busse outfit. Lerch 
and Fave Parker will she 
Sr‘talny. 


cals for 


55 
| | 
| 
| 
\ | | 
| | | | | 
| | | 
| | | 
| | | | 
| 
— | | | 
| | | | 
| | | 
| | ( 
| | | 
| | | | | 
| 
| | | | 
| 
| | 
| | 
| 
| | 
| | 
| | | 
| 
| | 
| | 
| | | 
| 
| | 
| | | 
| | 
| | 


56 VARIETY 


EARLE, WASH. 
(Continued from page 53) 

called from past year. The Vir- 

ginians take it again, as travelers 
close. to. warble ‘Night afd Day,’ 


‘Limehouse Blues’ and ‘God’s Coun- 
try’ for nice plaudits. 
Curtains open again 


on murky 


Oriental set, six gals helping atmo- ! 


spheve with Arabian hip-swishing in 
frout of Frakson, perched atop pile 
of pillows and puffing a cigaret. Blue 
spot follows magician downstage, 
where he goes through disappearing 


cigaret stuff, drinking water and pro- 
mouth 


ducing cigaret from inside 
smashing. Travelers close on harem 
and Frakson, still clad in turban. 
scoves solidly by tying and untying 


scarfs, breaking egg into folded 
newspaper and making oversize 


playing cards hop out of pack al 
his command. Two gals slink on to 


jvag travelers open again on huge. 
with Goodrich | 


shelt of book titles, 
and Nelson, in heavy suntan and 
white shorts, posing as bookends. 
Bovs go through straight strons- 
arming, 

Line takes it again for top balle! 
number of season, done against bril- 
liant blue backdrop with gals in red- 
yrange chiffon dresses attached to 
three-foot wands, as Virginians war- 


ble ‘Red Sails in the Sunset’ over 
viTstage mike. Gals melt off and 
four of ’em return in jaunty blue 
sport frocks for multiple presenta- 
tion of Stanton and Curtiss. The 


male gets ’em with his vocal imita- 
tions of Mickey Mouse cartoon, 
sound affects, and when the blond 
appears for the turn in which each 
ventriloquizes nut voices for the 
other, it’s surefire. 

Line takes the finale in ‘Roxyette 
Cavalcade’, in which gals alternate 
in of eight to wallop snare- 
drums. swing megaphones, fence 
with foils, bounce rubber balls, drill 
with rifles, ride full-size bicycles and | 
walk atop ladders. All 16 are on 
to finish in complicated formations 
while walking on three-foot balls, 
rehearsed falling-off creating 
tained bedlam and closing curtains 
to a riot. 

Biz okay. 


TOWER, K. C. 


Kansas City, Oct. 7. 
Gene Austin with Candy and Coco, 
Betry Bonnie, Swinging Gates, Three 
Revelers, Slim Williams, Rusty 
Wright, Auburn Cavalier’s Orch, 
Little Buck, ‘Hero for a 
(U). 


sets 


Sus- 


Craig. 


‘Models and Melodies,’ brought 
into the Tower by Gene Austin, is 
an abbreviation of a two-hour unit 
toured by Austin last summer under 
canvas. Forte of the 57-minuter is 
music and singing of first caliber, 
but for continued stage presentation 
cousiderable pruning and greater co- 
hesion are necessary. 

Leadott is by Austin vocaling a 
pop with squad of eight gals for at- 
mospheric background. Betty Bonnie 
pertly follows with a vocal of ‘Blue 
Evening’ and a tap. Footwork over- 
shadows the music in this case and 
costume of muttonleg jacket and 
short skirt doesn’t enhance the num- 
ber 

Male vocal foursome moves down 
from the bandstand to present a 
snappy arrangement of the ‘Beer 
Barrel’ and to encore with a novelty 
routine on ‘Must Se Annie To- 
night.” The Swinging Gates handle 
used by the lads is bit misleading. 
while their singing and presentation 
are first rate. 

Unusual novelty by the Three 
Revelers. man and two gals, is ‘Phan- 
tom Golliwogs,’ in which they use a 
black backdrop and lighting for ef- 
fects on bizarre costumes. Dressed in 
black himself, male member tosses 
gals about in a secarecrowish acro- 
batic terp. This far outdoes later 
hillbilly slapstick routine by the 
three. which succeeds only in being 
corny. Freckled faces and gals’ 
ruffled pants were undoubtedly in 
the groove for the tent show. but are 

out of place for a stage revue. 

Betty Noble follows .-ith a solo 
acro dance, showing some accom- 
plished contortions. Comic monolog 
takeoff on colored preacher is pre- 
sented by Slim Williams for fair 
share of laughs, though some of his 
material treads on off-color ground 
Hillbilly reutice by Three Revelers 
is inserted here, 

Austin then has his piano moved 
out, brings on Candy and Coco, and 
remainder of show is wrapped 
around his vocaling. This is biggest 
stock in trade of the revue. Mixing 
couple of timely pops with his long 
list of old standbys, Austin, with his 


aides, clicks off final 20 minutes 
solidly. 
I: this session some guitar and 


doghouse strumming are featured by 
the accompanists, and Rusty Wright. 
singing cowgirl, works out a vocal 
Spanish tune, yodels and plucks gfui- 
tar and bullfiddle. Most recent addi- 
tion to Austin’s troupe, gal anpears 
at her best singing. Little Buck, col- 
ored juve from the ' -use’s Mondoy 
opportunity night, gets his innine iv 
click off a tap. Work on presenta- 


tion and stage mannerisms would 
helo this youngster greatly. 
Austin’s warbling of well- 


known repertory of ‘Melancholy: 


_ VARIETY HOUSE REV 


Baby. ‘Blue Heaven.’ ‘After You've 
| Gone, ‘Nobody's Sweetheart,’ ‘Marie’ 
‘and ‘Look Down’ is best received 
| portion of the show, 


‘and background music by the 11- 
piece Auburn (college) Cavaliers 
orch is adequate, and in its quar- 


tet the band has a bell ringer. 
Obviously, in cutting a two-hour 
tent show 
Auslin faces a severe problem, but 
despite its rough spots t.e Tower 
show this week is on the better side. 
Presentation of the revue is a tem- 
porary deviation from policy, but 
trom improved boxoffice returns, it 


appears to be a wise choice. Next 
week house returns to straight 
vaude Quin. 


MINNESOTA, MPLS. 


Minneapolis, Oct. 7. 


Jack Malerich House Orch (8), | 
Potricia Wann Dancers (12), Jack 
Hilliard, Rolly & Verna Pickert, 


Sam Barton, Lorene Nystrom, Olive 
White, Evelyn Brent & Harry Fox; 
‘Mickey the Kid (Rep). 


Boosting its stage show budget, 
this 4.000-seater is running in more 
Admission scale of 15-25- 
30c. remains the same. 

Current pleasing bill has Evelyn 
Brent, of films. and her husband- 
nartner, Harry Fox a personable pair, 
in the top position. Plus three other 
acts and the theatre’s standard fea- 
tures. including Jack Malerich’s 18- 
piece orchestra, the 12 Patricia 
Wynn dancers and m.c. Jack Hilliard, 


names. 


‘together with a film, the show stacks 


up as nifty entertainment for the 
tari’, 

Malerich’s overture, ‘A Musical 
Melange,’ is an ear-arresting medley 
of pop by the 18 musicians, with the 
maestro batoning and ticking the 
keyboards for a snatch of ‘Over the 
Rainbow’ trumpeter, unbilled, also 
valves briefly on ‘Apple for the 
Teacher. Malerich also plays re- 
quest numbers on the organ. 

In his second week here, Hillliard 
introduces the acts. sings and also 
ianees. First of three numbers by 
the Wynn line finds it in boy and 
girl Alpine costumes for some fast 
prancing. 

Several novel and varied tap rou- 
tines comprise the offering of Rolly 
and Verna Pickert, who finish strong 
with jitterbug dancing on high stilts. 
The boy also taps out a bag punch- 
ing bit that’s okay. 

Hilliard sings ‘Lamp Is Low,’ ‘At 
Last Goodbye’ and “Beer Barrel 
Polka’ before bringing on Sam Bar- 
ton, tramp comedy cyclist who has 
the customers chuckling over his 
‘troubles’ with a bicycle that con- 
tinually falls apart. 

In long black dresses, the Wynn 
gals then score with some modern- 
istie terping. During this number, 
Lorence Nystrom, winner of a Merle 
Potter radio talent contest, warbles 
through the mike. She's somewhat 
of a looker, but 
singer. 

Olive White, musician and singing 
comedienne, gets her pop. over 
nicely. She plays mandolin, violin 
and clarinet. 

Fox makes the utmost of his songs, 
delivering each with showmanship. 
His gags are none too obvious and 
come fast, grabbing plenty of laughs. 
He and Miss Brent, whose charm is 
as apparent across the footlights as 
on the screen, engage in amusing 
banter. It's a first-rate act and tops 
the show for plaudits 


For the finale Hilliard and the 
Wynn damsels engage in a lively 


swing number in which the m.c. has 
no apparent trouble in keeping up 
with the routine, Biz light at open- 
ing matinee. Rees. 


Broadway, Charlotte 


Charlotte. Oct. 5. 


Ezra Buzzington. Cedric Weehunt, | 
Sally Deagiius, Campbell Sisters; 
‘Mister Wong in Chinatown’ 
(Mono). 


Obviously emploving its name be- 
cause of with the Lum 
and Abner radio team, “The Pine 
Ridge Follies’ sells a hillbilly show 
at the boxoffice and hands the cus- 
tomers, willing to brave the yokel 
a well-rounded 43- 
minute show. The ‘billy 
headliner, through whom the unit 
justifies its name, is Cedric Weehunt, 
former Lum and Abner fire chief, 
who does a walk-on. Outside of 
Sally Deagins. Oklahoma cow-girl 
who yvodels acceptably, there is noth- 
ing in the show to suggest the rustic, 
save the barn backdrop. 

Kzva Buzzington emcees the show 
nicely and fronts the 12-piece band, 
which delivers well with a _ neat 
arrangement of pop numbers. The 
Campbell Sisters contribute two nice 
dance routines that are well re- 
ceived. 

Unit had a bad day at the box 
affice on show caught. Competition 
icorm local football game and fact it 


connection 


consequences, 
variety 


has shawn here twice previously cut | with some average hooting, a mili- 
itary tap routine, making way for 


itteudanee. Just. 


Arrangements 


to stage-unit proportions, | 


no great guns as 8 | 


| ROXY, N. Y. 
| 


Trojans 
Paul 


The 
(24), 


Donahue & Uno, 


Gae_ Foster Girls Ash 


House Orch: ‘Eternally Yours’ (UA), 


reviewed in Variery, Oct. 4. 
Management this week is leaning 

heavily on the picture for boxoifice 

draught. There are only seven peo- 


ple in the four acts, plus the Gae 
| Foster girls and Paul Ash's house 
‘orch, Consequently, the setup lacks 


/much variety. 

| Georgie Tapps, tapster, the biggest 
‘eclicko on this bill. Introduced by 
la slinky, modernistic ‘shadows in the 


dark’ ensemble number by the Fos- | 


| ter girls, he does some fanciful terps. 
Then a straight tap, a Latinesque 
tango with the familiar ballet whirl 
and for an encore, a conception of 
the vaude stepper of 14 years ago. 
| Solid returns all the way. 

‘Red’ Donahue and Uno present 


A. Robins, Georgie Tapps, ‘Red’ 


IEWS 


| Red Lane, bird-whistler and animal 


imitator, who’s on much too long for | 


what little he has to offer. 


First act even approaching a click | 


is the Skateomaniacs, boy and girl, 
in some lightning stuff on rollers. It’s 
a good flash. At this point, Max 
‘Adkins’ house orch, playing from 
stage, takes over for a hot job on 
‘The St. Louis Blues,’ with Adkins 
soloing first on sax and then clarinet. 
Bob and Betty Bradford turn up 
next with a brisk, good-looking tap 
session, preceding Helen Moran, who 
has a fair operatic voice. 

Harry Robinson, who tells audi- 
ence he’s 76 and an old railroader, 
kicks in with a bit of novelty in his 
| old-fashioned buck-and-wing, always 
good audience stuff, and then George 
| Bell (New Acts) comes on for one 
'sock turn of the afternoon. 


{talented kid who does tricks with 


|double-lipping and 


violin, 
stunt 


trumpets and a 
fiddling 


with a bit of dancing, and making ail 
‘of it look good and hard, too, from 


their familiar mule-kicking turn, 
ithe audience going strong for the, 
jclowning. Differs little the 


{way the act has been done for vears; 
}still has an Irish cop and Negro 
trving to tame the animal and get 
to move. 

A. Robins, billed as the ‘comedian 
| with a thousand ideas,” is strictly a 
' pantomime. Quick-change artist 
| still is grabbing infectious chuckles 
; with the countless musical instru- 


out front. Rigoletto 3 close and 
their finish brings the gang back for 
a flag-waving finale in which the 


, backdrop goes up to reveal a lighted 


Statute of Liberty, which fades into a 


'big image of Uncle Sam. 


;ments, gadgets and fruit he drags out | 


from hidden recesses of his coat. 
Bills opens with The Trojans, three 
tumblers who have been drawing at- 
tention recently in the east. Somer- 
saults and half-spins make up their 
brief efforts. One lad does a slow- 


motion trick that deserves further 
development. 

Newsreel on the grid games 
segues into a colorful setting of 


foster girls acting as football cheer- 
leaders. Only simple drills are used 
though the number should have 
amounted to move. Here it gives the 
| orchestra a chance to play college 
| tunes and bear down on the brass. 


| 


| Finale is a Tyrolean costumed af- | 


fair, having something to do with a- 
ij run, when that team’s Berger threw 


‘ 


| boy and girl saving ‘good morning,’ 
| with the ‘Beer Barrel Polka’ sung in 
iwhen the Foster chorines come out 
'for a wooden shoe routine. Mighty 
unoriginal even though the 
tapping is slick. Foster ensembles 
seem ordinary because theyre so 
much like ones done recently. Stage 
show runs 45 minutes. 

Biz near capacity at Fridav’s (6) 
second show. Wear. 
— 
| 


| STANLEY, PITT 


| 


Pittsburgh, Oct. 6. 

Major Bowes’ Fifth Anniversary 
| Revue, with Dave Barry, 5 Barbecue 
| Ranchers, Mildred Maye, Burns Sis- 
'ters (3), Red Lane, Skateomaniacs 
| (2), Bob & Betty Bradford, Helen 
Moran, Harry Robinson, George Bell, 
| Rigoletto 3, Max Adlcins orch (16); 
|‘Espionage Agent (WB). 
| The Major Bowes amateur formula 
| is beginning to wear a trifle thin, not 
!only in entertainment but at b.o. as 
|well. This is about the 18th to play 
jhere since tyro units first started 
|coming around and the enthusiasms 


and interest have diminished sharply. | 


Bowes shows used to be the signal 


for SRO at this house; opening 
crowd today (Thursday) was way 
| off. 


| There’s too much sameness to the 
Bowes stuff. Not that the hopefuls 


|still aren’t ambitious and, in some 
eases, fairly talented, too, but it’s 
|getting so that an audience knows 


jexactly what to expect every minute. 
| There will always be the fellow who 
|imitates Ned Sparks and President 
| Roosevelt. the roller-skating demons, 
the little ladv with the operatic 
voice, the run-of-mine tap dancers, 
either a 12-year-old or a 75-year-old 
| (this time it’s the latter, doing an 
| old-fashioned buck and wing). 
Some of the major’s birthday re- 
vue is pretty good. Some of it’s ter- 
ribly ordinary and a lot of it is aw- 
fully bad. Talent, of course, should 
always be encouraged, but there are 
|times here when the general feeling 
is that encouragement ought to be- 
gin—and frequently stay--at home. 


| Since the novelty’s worn off the last | 


| couple of seasons, it might not be a 
bad idea for Bowes to confine 
jtours to the minor spots; certainly 
one like this, in a deluxe key, is an 
imposition. 

For one thing. it’s much too long. 
Anyway, show should clip a couple 
of acts. M.c. is Dave Barry, a Bowes 
veteran, who also doubles as the in- 
evitable imitator, going through 
Fred Allen, Lonel Barrymore, Wal- 
lace Beery, Ned Sparks, Donald 
Duck, Hitler, Mussolini and Presi- 
dent Roosevelt, few of which are 
readily recognizable vocally. 

Unit starts with Five Barbecue 
Ranchers in some bucolic and rather 
indifferent harmonica playing. moves 
to husky Mildred Maye with some 
Kate Smithish warbling and then 
stops at Barry. These three are sup- 
posed to represent the cream of the 
Bowes 1936-37-38 crop, with the re- 


| 


i|swinging opera, has been here be- 
\fore. Burns Sisters (3) follow Barry 


nison | 
| Keller's 


Birthday motif composed of a drop 
with tive huge candles lettered with 
the vears the major has been in the 
unit business. 
there won't be many more candles, 

Cohen, 


EMBASSY, N. Y. 
(NEWSREELS) 
Something different baseball 
coverage of the World Series was 
promised, but it proves a= dud. 
Paramount presents what is billed as 
an ‘eye analysis’ of the first game’s 
highlights, but without any commen- 


tator explanation, merely some mu- 
sic dubbed in. So unusual a contest 


Wednesday, 


He's a | 


| Visiting a fan in latter’s home 
= * | wnds up with his magic. 
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STATE-LAKE, CHI 


Chicago, Oct. 7. 
! Chester 


Morris, Gasca Bros. (3), 
| Marion Ryger, Hanlon & 
Golden Pair, Pritchard & Lord, 


| Mirth & Mack; ‘Coast Guard’ (Col), 


| Seven acts current are a typical 
|lineup here, and contains sufficently 
‘pleasing variety and entertainmens 
for the tariff afternoons or 40e, 
nights. 

| Chester Morrs is back in town to 
‘headline, being without any change 
‘in his act. The way he goes over 
here suggests there’s no need for a 
ichange. Act is in two parts: first, a 
monolog depicting Morris 


He 
Personable 


comedy 


/and easy on the stage, Morris regis- 


| 
| 
| 
| score clearly 


ters solidly. 
The Gasca Bros (3) open and 
with their all-around 


acrobatics. They do a flock of tricks 


|on globes, on their heads and with 


| iron-jaw. 


working 
With shows like these, | 


| 


might be made exciting the 
screen. Par’s idea was to let the 
game’s action speak for itself. 

When Cincinnati scored the first | 


to second instead ot third base, al- 
lowing the tying run to come across 
the plate, when Derringer passed 
Di Maggio after Goodman dropped 
fly, which accounted 
three bases—all this should have 
been explained. Except those who 
saw the game ar followed the radio 
account, if not the dailies’ stories, 
would find the picture little more 


for | 


than that of an ordinary ball game. | 


In comparison there are Lew Lehr's 
contributions to several 
all his material helping. 

Program covers a wide range. 
There are two cattle clips, one show- 
ing a huge herd of longhorns and an- 


| other flocks of sheep in migration. 


| dent 


his 


'maining talent hailed as newcomers. | 
At least one turn. colored Rigoletto 3, 


Nearly one-third of the program is 
relative to the war. Not as stirring 
as some of the recent releases from 


ing. Paramount's ‘Behind the War 
Front’ details activities of the French 
army tanks and the method of drop- 
ping bombs from planes. Some of 
the big guns are seen in action and 
there are several shots of Holland 
getting prepared to guard its fron- 
tier. 
similar lines, 


Fox clips. | 
| understood 
| Abbott's productions for the 


| 


las 


| 
| 


ito 
'snail’s pace. 


the war zone but generally interest- | terms of the minimum 


Marion Ryger is a radio 
singer who doesn’t belong, Works 


amateurishly, singing three songs 
quaveringly. 
Hanlon and Clark are a_ hard- 


comedy couple and warm 
up the audience after a while. Girt 
is particularly adept and needs only 
the right material to prove a genuine 
value personality. At least she has 
original material. 

Golden Pair are an adagia hand- 

hand couple who work at a 

Make a good-lookin 
picture and contribute some 
adagio tricks and holds, with the 
girl as the occasional understandev. 
Pritchard and Lord score with their 
ballroom numbers, particularly ef- 
fective being the girl's toe-work, 
which rates as a novelty in ballroom 
acts. 

Tap dancing and comedy imper- 
sonations form the bulk of the Mirth 
and Mack turn, two young men who 
make a good appearance and handle 
the hoofology capably. On the 
comedy they are over best with theic 
rapid-fire work as Durante, Groucho 
and Harpo Marx. 

Business strong supper show Fvri- 
day. (6). Gold. 


Backing Legit 


Continued from page 3 


erate under the existing minimuna 
basic agreement. 
For instance, Warners are 


to be backing 


already 
George 
season, 
Sidney 


well as the forthcoming 


| Kingsley production of his own ‘The 


Outward Room.” In each instance, 
the deals are said to be under the 
basie agree. 
ment, rather than under the pvtos- 
pective alternative plan. 


On the other hand, at least one 


/ studio is reported to be opposed ta 


Belgium's activities are along | 


War scenes are followed by the | 


‘Peace Front,’ with closeups of Sen- 
ator La Follette, who opposes lifting 


the embargo on war materials, and | 


Al Smith, who agrees with the Presi- | 
should | 
lning to continue the so-called ‘boy- 


that the neutrality act 
be changed. A Fox shot has Secre- 
tary of State Hull advising travelers 
about European trips. 

Universal's clips range from scenes 
of Cardinal Mundelein ceremonies to 
| ‘Stranger Than Fiction.” From the 


games are teamed with 
burgh-Washington 
Arkansas contests. 
atory comment. Pigskin shots seem 
more sectional in appeal. Off the 
Coast of Chile is revealed as a new 


and Mississinpi- 
Each has explan- 


fisherman’s paradise in a Pathe clip. | 


Principal human interest reel shows 
the children of Paris being evacu- 
ated. Ibee. 


‘Siegfried Line’ 


Continued from page 1 


til it did there would be no decision. 
Decca added the proviso that if the 
number became a hit it might then 
change its viewpoint and record it. 


Skidmore is a subsidiary of Sha- | 
4 | based partially on fact. 


piro, Bernstein & Co. and the Amer- 
ican and Canadian rights to the tune 


| had been obtained from the Peter | 
Al- | 


| Maurice Musie Co., of London, 
| though realizing that the song would 
| be taboo in American radio, the pub- 
|lisher stated Monday (9) that there 
‘had been much hesitation about put- 


the terms of the proposed new plan. 
It has been fighting against adoption 
of the terms during the various con- 
ferences and is understood to have 
indicated it will refuse to back any 
plays under either the existing 
minimum agreement, or the alterna- 
tive plan. However, that its the 
only company believed to be plan- 


cott’ of Broadway. 


Metro May B.R. ‘Escape’ 


same source the Notre Dame-Purdue | 
Southern California-Oregon football | 
U's Pitts- | 


| serialized 


| producer, is 


Vance,’ 


| 
| 
| 


| 
| 


As Play Ahead of Pic 


Metro is leading other companies 
in negotiations for purchase of 
screen rights to ‘Escape,’ novel first 
in Satevepost. 

Screen play will probably be pre- 


| ceded by presentation on the stage, 


possibly with Metro financing under 
the new Dramatists’ Guild agree- 
ment. Owen Davis, author and 
also said to be inter- 
ested in staging the play and is 
said to be attempting to arrange a 
deal which would give him 40% of 
the screen rights. 

‘Escape’ was written by ‘Ethel 
a pseudonym for a_ well- 
known author who has relatives ia 
Germany who, it is feared, might 
be harmed because of the anti-Nazi 
angle of the story. It is a novel 


Preminger to Direct 
WB’s ‘Woman Broww 
Otto L. Preminger was tentatively 


set last night (Tuesday) as director 
of ‘The Woman Brown,” which Wat- 


_ting it on the domestic market but; ners will produce in association with 


that heavy requests from Canadian! Margaret Hewes. 


WB bought the 


| music jobbers and the publicity that | screen rights for Bette Davis, at hev 


‘the tune has been getting 
| United States press has 
change of viewpoint. 
|eeived over the past weekend from 
/London tell of the song selling 60,- 
000 copies a week, 

‘Siegfried Line’ was written by 
| Jimmy Phillips and Michael Carr, 
; while Peter Maurice’s real name is 
Peter Koch de Gooreynd, 
Belgian royal birth. 


Cables re- 


{ 
| 


in the| request, after she saw its strawhat 
caused a tryout this summer. 


Selection of a femme lead is now 
holding up rehearsals. Helen Claire 
is desired for the part, it is under- 
stood, but is under contract te tour 
with ‘Kiss the Boys Goodbye.’ It is 
almost certain that arrangements 
can be made to release her, howeve2t, 


He’s of and she'll be slotted into the ‘Broww 


role, 


| 
= 


October 11, 1939 


LEGITIMATE 


VARIETY 


Big-3 Brokers and Indies Submit 


New Ticket Plans; League to Study — CLIP P 


Equity s S Report Before Answering: 


Broadway brokers have made two. 


proposals to the managers in the 
matter of theatre ticket control 
which would probably make the 
code obsolete. One came from the 
‘vig three’ agencies—McBride’s, Ty- 
son and Leblang’s—the other from 
the Associated Theatre Ticket 
Agencies. Although one plan is 
said to be cold already, no answer 
will be formally until 
League of New York Theatres and 
Equity thresh out expected changes 
in the code’s regulations. 

Two sessions were held last week 
between the three major brokers, 
whose spokesman, Harry Kaufman. 
‘Tyson agency), proposed that all} 
tickets, except those sold direct at 
the boxoffice, be allotted them. 
Plan came as a complete surprise. 
Were such a deal okayed, it would 
mean that all other agencies would 
receive no allotments whatsoever | 
from theatres and would virtually | 
force them out of business. 
the other two agency representatives 
listened, they did not seem enthus- 
jastic over the idea. 


Stated late last week that the idea | 


had been withdrawn, it being added 


that Lee Shubert had objected and | 
of 


expressed himself in favor 
present agency setup. At first, when 
the proposal became known, infer- 
ence was that it came from the 
Shubert outfit and would therefore 
be definitely opposed by a number 
of other showmen. 

Indies’ Plan 

ATTA, the organization of so- 
called independent brokers, pro- 
posed that the managers make a 
block allotment to the association, 
which would then distribute’ the 
tickets among themselves. Such a 
plan would in effect establish a 
modified central ticket office, but 
showmen see in the idea a move 

(Continued on 60) 


AIR PROGRAMS 
DELAY SHOWS 


Curiains for two Broadway shows | 
aie now held back one night weekly | 


because leading players are broad- 


casting at the regular starting time. | 
Opening of ‘Streets of Paris’ Broad- | 


hurst, is delayed on Fridays because 
of Abbott and Costello's radio stint 
with Kate Smith-Grapenuts pro- 
gram. Starting last Saturday (7), 
Milton Berle, making his straight | 
ehow debut in ‘See My Lawyer,’ Bilt- 
more, started with the Quaker Oats 
#agbuster broadcast, an evening pro- 
gram which lasts until 9 o'clock. 

Berle is on stage when the curtain 
rises for ‘Lawyer,’ but the perform- 
ance started last Saturday at 9:05. 
Abbott and Costello broadcast from 
the CBS theatre siudio on 45th street, 
which is adjacent to the legit house, 
while Berle has to rush over from 
NEC’s Radio chy studios. 


Elections 


Annual membership meetings and 
elections of the Authors League of 
America and affiliates, the 
Deamatists Guild, Radio Writers 
Guild and Authors Guild, will take 
place the first week in November. 


Each organization will elect a presi- | 
Besides the | 


dent and other officers. 


members of their own councils, the 


three Guilds will also pick repre- | 


sentatives to serve on the League | 


council. 


Dramatists Guild nominating com- | 


mittee met yesterday (Tuesday) to/| 
select its slate and the other groups 
are naming their slates this week. 
In addition, the New York, Chicago 
and Coast regionals of the Radio 
Writers are to name their regional! 


vice-presidents end councils. 


the | 


| 


Fast Talk 


| Shortest session yet held by 
Equity’s council was recorded 
last week when the meeting was 
adjourned after 33 minutes. 
There was little on the agenda 
to consider and only one or two 
proposals made. 

The ticket code was made a 
special order of business for this 
week’s meeting and Equity’s re- 
port on the ticket situation will 
probably go to the managers 
thereafter. 


LEAGUE REFUSES 
DEMANDS 


union is 


While | 


The costume designers’ 


| ist with every legit show, 
| date has met with no success, 


| week, when the 


Last | 


the answer was an emphatic 


and feel that it would only mean | 
adding another person to the pay- 
roll. 


do not call for out of the ordinary | 


well able to designate the type of 
clothes, whether they be overalls 
or dinner coats. Producers, too, 
usually select the evening gowns re- 
quired, 
selection to the actresses in the cast. 
| Union, however, aims to place a 


| 
or two weeks. 


| the pay would be $75 per week and 
| $50 for ‘Grade B.’ First classifica- 
| tion is for a drawing room comedy, 
' while the second would apply to an 
| ‘industrial drama.’ 


‘KISS BOYS’ SETS NEW 
LEADS FOR ROAD TOUR 


‘Kiss The Boys Good- 
bye’ opens on the road in Boston 
Monday (16). It will be 
legit appearance for Miss Cameron, 
who, when appearing with Al Tra- 


| Venuta part, 


i divorce following. 
‘Kiss’ cast otherwise is 
made up of players who were in the 


the original lead, is to appear in ‘The 
Woman Brown’, a serious play. 

| OO. E. Wee and Frank Coy have 
'pought an interest in the ‘Kiss’ tour. 
| with the former acting as company 
manager. Harry Kline, of the Brock 


Pemberton office, is in advance. 


will continue to present ‘Kiss’, 
is expected to play some week siands 


England and Pennsylvania. 


way before going out. 
a repeat date in New York, de- 
pendent on theatre conditions, later 
in the fall. 


Ruth Gordon East 


| Hollywood, Oct. 10. 

| Ruth Gordon returned to New 

York after finishing in ‘Abe Lincoln 

lin Illinois’ at RKO. 
She'll go into a 

George Oppenheimer 


sicge play bv 


| Pemberton, who produced the play, | 
*, which | 


and probably one-nighters in New, 
edy was slated to relight on Broad- | d'recior 
lt may play | 


| 
| 


| 
| 
| 
| 


attempting to spot a so-called styl- | $1,000 
but io | topping the pace of the Plymouth 


idea went before | | vance 


‘the League of New York Theatres, ‘Lincoln’ to be a capacity attraction. 
no. | Management 


Managers can see no reason for em- | prices will attract untapped audi- 
ploying a designer for straight plays | ences 


Preponderance of straight shows | Opera Co., 


dressing and producers say they are | 


though sometimes leave the | 


| designer with each company for one | 
For ‘Grade A’ shows. | 


the first | 


han, had ‘Lady’ prefixed to her 
name, Team split two years ago, | 


GRS. MAY UPSET UPSWING 


TILT WILL 


Legit’s B.O. Upbeat Might 
Bait Some Producers to 
Raise Ticket Prices—‘Lin- 
coln’, at $1, and San Carlo, 
at $2, Prove Highly Suc- 
cessful — Tapping New 
Type Patronage 


$1 TOP ROAD PLAN 


With Broadway off to a flying 
| boxoffice start, observers are specu- 
lating over the chance of managers 
|disturbing the ticket scales, It is 
believed that if there is a tilt in 
| prices the edge will be taken off 


lthe upward attendance trend that 
|is expected to extend through the 
| fall. 

| There are clear 
;pop scales draw a new class of 
|patronage to the legit field. The 
experiment of moving ‘Abe Lincoln 
in Illinois’ from the Plymouth to 
‘the larger Adelphi and reducing the 
scale from $3.30 to $1.10 appears to 
be successful. First week in the 
‘latter spot the gross was $9,000, or 
under capacity, the takings 


indications that 


$2.000. Saturday night show 
sold out several days in ad- 
and even agencies. predict 


| was 


figures the lowered 
from the neighborhoods in 
the metropolitan district. 

Another attraction which attracted 
/unusual attendance is San Carlo 
which concluded an 1l- 
| day date at the Center with a gross 
of $42,000. That is considerably over 


the total for a similar engagement 
in the spot last season. The scale 


used was $2, there being no tax for 
| grand opera. 
the road. 
Center is to have ‘Swingin’ The 
Dream’, mixed cast musical version 
(Continued on page 60) 


Lou Costello Doesn't 
Forget His Church; 
Elaborate Benefit Set 


Elaborate to rebuild the 
church in Paterson, N. J., in which 
he was christened and to which his 

| family belongs, will be staged by 


With Yukona ‘Cameron playing the |), Costello (Abbott and Costello) 
lead and Elizabeth Love in the Benay | ,,, Sunday (15). 


He has rented the 
town’s 8,000-seat armory for the eve- 


ning, tickets at $5. Among talent 
set are Olsen and Johnson, most of 


the cast of ‘Streets of Paris,’ in 
which A.&C. are currently appear- 
ing, Kate Smith, on whose radio 


show the comics work, and several 


| name band leaders. 


mostly | 
St. Anthonvy’s. 
original cast, plus one or two from | 
the Chicago company, Helen Claire, | 


Church which will be 
demned and 
building on 
promised to pay 


Costello has 
of his own 


its own. 
out 


|} pocket most of what additional coin 
will be needed after the proceeds of | 


| 
| 
| 
} 


the benefit are counted. 


Frank Harris’ Widow To 
Examine Gilbert Miller | 


Same prices apply on | 


rebuilt is | 
It was recently con- | 
unable to finance re- | 


Bway s B.0. Hype 


Shuberts’ 


Shubert booking office is re- 
ported to have jammed iiself 
over the booking of Buddy De 
Sylva’s ‘Dubarry Was a Lady’. 
Author-producer is said to have 
a contract calling for either the 
Shubert or the Imperial, but 
Shuberts will hardly be in a po- 


Jam 


sition to deliver either by the 
time ‘Dubarry’ is ready. 
Bookers figured ‘Philadeiphia 


Story’ will be ready to tour, but 
tickets are on sale well into De- 
cember, while “Too Many Girls’ 
Opens at the Imperial Wednes- 
day (18). 


KICKBACK 
CHARGES 


Theatrical Managers, Agenis and 
Treasurers union are slated to inves- 
tigate allegations that certain man- 
agers are attempting to evade the 
salary scale established for company 
managers and press agents in the 
basic minimum agreement with pro- 
ducers. It was suspected in some 
quarters that some showmen paying 
the scale had devised a method 
whereby there was a partial kick- 
back, but no known cases have been 
detected among the League of New 
York Theatres membership. 

At least one younger producer, 
who is returning to the legit field 
after being away for 
with attempting 
back. When a TMATer 
p.a. job, showman asked how much | 
| of the $150 would be returned, Ap- 
| plicant replied that nothing would | 
be kicked back, whereupon the pro- 
| ducer said he had tentatively en- 
| gaged an agent who agreed to split 
the salary 50-50. Showman in gues- 
| tion is not a member of the League 


the kick- | 
sought the | 


the attractions to come. 
between flops and hits surveyed over 
la long succession of sezsons is 


some time, is ! 


May Wind Up 


In House Shortage, Especially 
For Musicals; Lighting 35 Spots 


Although there are but a baker's 
dozen of shows, including a revival 
, or two on Broadway, as the 1938-40 
| Season crowds mid-October, it is pre- 
| dicted in show circles that there will 
be 35 theatres lighted during the 
| winter period, That would indicate 
|a house shortage is in sight. a con- 
| dition that has threatened but never 
| eventuated since the boom seasons 

of the late 20’s. 
| The surge theatreward during the 
| past five weeks furnishes the basis 
| for the expected rise in production, 
rather than the impetus which 
would accompany the bank-rolling 
of legit by Hollywood. Whether 
, there will be more shows than houses 
| is mainly theoretical, because that 
principally depends on the quality of 
The ratio 


|against the forecast, because the 
_failures have always been prepon- 
‘derant. Yet the few new shows 
which have arrived have attracted 
attendance of sufficient volume to 
, indicate that presentations, which 
would not have made the grade in 
other seasons, will likely have @ 
much better chance now. 


The grosses speak for themselves 
and the demand for tickets is amaz- 
| ing even to ticket brokers. Leading 
| many have been disposing ot us 


Several have installed nde 
ld ditional telephone extensions #nd 
| added more clerks, both in the 
| ag gency offices and at the hoeiel 
stands. When there was a steady ip- 
turn during September ticket circles 
| were still skeptical, but seem con- 
| fident now that a prosperous season 
is on, 
Problem for Musicals 

While there may be some doubt 
over a house shortage for straight 
shows, the spotting of the on-coming 

(Continued on page 62) 


TAX PROBE MAY 
MODIFY RULES 


| and will probably use a non-member | 


of TMAT, but the latter's scale goes | 


for all legit shows where iis people 
are engaged. 


Question of whether TMAT or the | 


| Stagehands shall have jurisdiction 
over the treasurers, which group 
withdrew and secured a_ charter 
from the International Alliance of 


Stage Employees, was not settled ai 
the American Federation of Labor 


day (10). Gustav A. 
torney for TMAT, returned from the 
convention, leaving Joseph Gross- 
man, union's business agent, on the 
| ground. Indicated that the 
| may be referred to a committee. If 


iso, a decision by the executive coun- 
cil would not be made until Janu- 
| ary. 

Treasurers had their initial meet- 
|ing with the managers this 
with the idea of securing 42 basic 
|eontract. Three-year pact for the 


press agents, house and company 


managers does not include ithe box- | 
| office men. 


Examination before trial of Gilbert | | Charlot’: S$ ‘eins With 


in New York, as an officer, 
and managing agent of| 
Productions, Inc. is set for 
in N. Y. federal court by 
stipulation between attorneys for | 
Nellie ‘Mrs. Frank) Harris, the} 
plaintiff, and Miller. Other defend- 
ants include Heron, Norman mae-| 
snall, Leslie Stokes, 


Miller, 


Heron 
Oct. 19 


Sewell Siokes | 
and Random House, Ine. 


Mrs. Harris claims infringement of | 
her husband's book, ‘Oscar Wilde, | 
His Life and Contessions,’ 


Wilde.’ 


' schek in the production of 


Robitschek On Coast 


Oct. 16. 

Andre Charlot joined Kurj Robit- 
‘Hit and 
| Run,’ a revue which opens the new 
Montmartre theatre in Hollywood, 
a repair job on the old Barn, Oct. 
25. 

Charlot formerly produced yevues 
in New York and Europe.  Robit- 
schek tried straight vaude on Broad- 


in the play ; way last winter, but it wus # foail- 


ure. 


convention in Cincinnati up to Tues- | 
Gerber, ai-| 


matter | 


week, | 
| ments in the pass tax classification, 


As the result of the ruling made 
_by the Department of Interna} Rev- 
, €nue in connection with passes which 
are illicitly sold, the confusing regu- 
lations concerning free ducats were 
| also disclosed. Expected that Wash- 
ington will be asked to modify the 
rules, which are not uniform tor 
legit attractions. 

Present regulations are that passes 
for straight plays do not call for tax, 
nor for any show with a sustained 
story, which would include musical 
| comedies. Inequality of the ruling 
may be seen by the fact that persons 
given courtesies for a show like 
‘Yokel Boy’ would not require tax, 
but for revues such as ‘Streets of 
Paris’ or ‘Hellzapoppin’, the levy 
would apply. It is believed that the 
intent of the regulation was to in- 
clude vaudeville and other amuse- 
| since only the legit was 
starting with the NRA period. 

Passes which are sold call for the 
‘collection of 10% on the full value 
of the ticket. Same rule applies to 
| tickets sold at cut rates, although it 
has been often the subject of com- 
plaint to the federal authorities on 
the grounds that such levies sare 
double the percentage provided for 
in the law. Tickets sold at reduced 
prices at the box office also call for 
the regulation 10% on the established 
price. 

Since the pass matter arose re- 
cently federal men have been check- 
ing up at all theatres. Certain cour- 
tesies extended by the larger fiim 
theatres were scrutinized because no 
tax was collected. Former ruje has 
; been invoked and all such admis- 
| sions, save for newspaper critics, 
ynust be accompanied by tax. 


song 


| | 
| 
TMAT TO PROBE 
i 
| 
| 


VARIETY 
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Wednesday, October 11, 1939 


* e 
Inside Stuff—Legit 

The climb in attendance to ‘Yokel Boy’, Majestic. New York, has upset 
Broadway tradition. Almost invariably a musical show either clicks from 
the start, or doesn’t, while there are plenty of instances where straight 
plays develop into hits after mediocre beginnings. The Lew Brown at- 
traction had to live down notices that were on the so-so side at best and 
‘Yokel’ ran into the summer’s long heat wave right at the start. 

Opening gross is now reported to have been slightly over $9,000, though 
quoted somewhat higher. Improvement after the first weeks has been 
steady, with the cheaper upstairs tickets being disposed of easily. For 
quite some time the house was top heavy for most performances, but 
recently virtual capacity has been registered. some evenings seeing 
standees. Last week’s gross was credited with being close to the $30,000 
mark, 

Popularity of ‘Yokel’, ‘Streets of Paris’, next door at the Broadhurst, 
and ‘The Philadelphia Story’, in the adjoining Shubert, makes 44th street 
the most lively in the theatre district. Previously 45th street was known 
as the topper for legit theatres since 42nd street passed out. It may regain 
that standing when the new shows arrive. 


New Helen Hayes show, ‘Ladies and Gentlemen.’ will reach Broadway 
in two acts instead of three. Decision was made last week in Pittsburgh, 
where it was done in shortened number of stanzas. In Philadelphia, play 
had the conventional three acts, with two intermissions, but sponsors | 
discovered action was speeded considerably with the telescoping. New last 
act ending also went in during Pittsburgh enzagement. Ben Hecht, one | 
of the authors, has returned to the Coast, leaving his collaborator, Charlie 
MacArthur, who is also directing piece with assistance of Lewis Allen, to 
look after last-minute revisions. 

Harry Essex, for many years company manager of Miss Hayes’ shows, | 
pulled a surprise on his Pittsburgh friends last week when he came to 
town arm-in-arm with his bride of only a fortnight. Mrs. Essex is former | 
Augusta Roeland, who played Lady Jane in the touring ‘Victoria Regina’ 
last season. In addition to company managing the Hayes’ shows, Essex is 
also an old friend of Miss Hayes’, having gone to school with her in Wash- 
ington. His wife plans to continue her stage career. 


Robert E. Sherwood will donate his royalties from ‘Abe Lincoln in Tlli- 
nois’ to Canadian war relief, probably the Red Cross, for the week (Nov. 
13) the show plays Toronto. Author-manager of the Playwrights was in 
the Canadian Black Watch during the latter part of the last world war, 
having left Harvard in 1917 to join the outfit. 

It is the second time for Sherwood to turn over his royalties similarly. 
When his ‘The Queen’s Husband’ played several Canadian stands in 1932 
his end went to unemployed or disabled veterans. estimated amount being 
$5,000. That tour was handled by actor-managers Barry Jones and Maurice 
Colbourne, who are opening with ‘Charles the King,’ at the Royal Alexan- 
dra, Toronto, Monday (16). 


Alfred Lunt and Lynn Fontanne, who are on tour in ‘The Taming of 
The Shrew’, will celebrate their 15th year as a legit stage team Friday 
(13) at the Pabst, Milwaukee, where the show opens Thursday. ‘Shrew’ 
started the season at Washington last week and was the first attraction 
at the new theatre in Madison, Wis., which had its premiere Monday (9). 

Charles Washburn, who joined the Lunts as press agent last season, is 
again in advance. Present trip is also a goodwill tour for the International 
Casino, N. Y., of which he is also publicist, and he planted several stories 
about the night spot in mid-western papers. In his absence, Florence 
Roman is sitting in at the Casino. 


Edgar MacGregor, former legit stager who has been in Hollywood for 
some time, is back for a Broadway assignment for the first time in several 
years. He will put on ‘Dubarry Was a Lady’ for Buddy De Sylva. Not} 
certain whether he will take on other staging jobs in New York there- 
after, having several tentative commitments in the Coast studios. How- 
ever, his presence adds to the number of legiters who are back from 
Hollywood. 

His son, Edgar MacGregor, Jr., is in the navy, where he has rapidly 
advanced, specializing on submarines. He is executive officer on the 
Salmon, a U. S. sub. 


By Monday (16) all four attractions of the Legitimate Theatre Corp. will 
have started on tour, principally playing one-nighters. Three shows are 
currently operating, with Eva Le Gallienne in Ibsen rep, getting under 
way at the Adams, Newark, next week. Charles Munster is back and 
Wallace Munro ahead of the show. 

Hal Olver is handling ‘Golden Boy,’ Harry McWilliams being agent; 
T. F. Gannon is company manager of ‘On Borrowed Time,’ with George 
Garette, agenting; Charles Strakosch is manager of ‘What a Life’ and 
Sam Friedman is agent. 


Recent item detailing the indicated suicide by gas of the veteran actor 
Robert Lowe, at his Staten Island home, included mention of a younger 
player by the same name, who was erroneously reported deceased. Report 
concerning young Robert Lowe came from the Actors Fund, where it was 
explained that a mistake had been made in examining the records, it | 
being discerned that Lowe was confused with Robert Long, who died | 
last vear. 

Robert Lowe, the younger, appeared in a number of shows credited 
to the elder man. 


J. J. Shubert scurried to Cleveland last week accompanied by Auriol 
Iuee, who staged ‘Tonight We Dance’, with the idea of fixing up the play. 
Piece, which was called ‘You Can’t Eat Goldfish’ when ‘tried out in the 
summer theatres, is reported in need of considerable revision before it 
will be ready for Broadway. 

Ruth Chatterton is starred in the play, as in the summer showings. 
Known that Shubert ‘went to town’ in producing it, with no stinting on | 
the outlay, and that he agreed to all suggestions made by the star. 


Old Albany LOOKING FOR CAGNEY 


ger’s ‘Roaring 20's’ 
Hollywood, Oct. 10. 
Brock Pemberton is dickering 
Harmanus Bleecker Hall, once 8 | with Warners for the stage rights to 
leading tryout house, reopened Sun- | Mart: Hellinger’s ‘The Roaring 'Twen- 
day (8) with a double feature, sec- | ties.” He just finished that film for 
ond-run policy, and occasional road | 
shows. First of latter will be Ed- 
ward Everett Horton in ‘Springtime 
for Henry,’ Oct, 24-25, 
‘Springtime for Henry’ will be the | 
first stage play seen locally since last 
fall, when a stock with guest stars 
was tried at the Hall. Plays and 
principals came here from Maple- 
wood, N. J., Frank McCoy at first 
being interested in the venture. It 
aid not click, nor did the Sunday 
name-band setup used during same 
period. 


Plan is to produce the show on 
Broadway with James Cagney in the 
lead, provided the star has no late 
winter assignments in Hollywood. 


MAYLON’S COMEBACK 
Tacoma, Oct. 3. 
Will Maylon, old-timer in show 
business and who has resided here 
for some time, gets back in the rep- 
ertoire field with presentation of 
‘The Bad Man’ at local auditorium. 


Osear Perrin, veteran Albany Maylon will tour the company, hit- 
manager, has charge of the Hall for ting the school auditoriums and 


Boy Grows Older 


Ezra Stone, who at 20 is 
Broadway's youngest director, 
recently took to smoking a pipe 
in the hope it would add a few 


CELEBRATE 50TH ANNI 
OF TREASURERS CLUB 


The 50th anniversary of the Treas- 


years to his appearance. Last urers Club of America was signal- 
week, Michel Mok, in an in- ized by a gathering in the organiza- 
terview with Stone, who staged tion’s rather recently established 
‘See My Lawyer’ for George new quarters in the New Yorker 


theatre building, New York, Friday 
(6). Major Edward Jerome Rice, 
sole living charter member, was the 
honor guest and was presented with 
a gold banded cane. 

| Club, whose members are boxoffice 
|men mostly in legit theatres, opera 
houses and concert halls, is strictly 
a beneficial society, without union 
affiliations, With the primary pur- 


One-Act Theatre, With 
Radio Sponsor, Dated -| pose of aiding members in illness and 
distress and to assist dependents 
For Broadway In upon demise, 27 


the club at a meeting held at the 
Metropolitan Opera House, N. Y. 
Oct. 6, 1889. To build up a fund, 
benefit performances have been an- 


Abbott, remarked that the pipe 
made him look even younger. 
Now the kid's to be seen sit- 
ting in the boxoffice of the Bilt- 
more, N. Y., puffing a cigar. 


One-act theatre presentations are 
again slated for Broadway, two 
such ventures being projected, with | nual events, first of which was held 
Wendell Phillips Dodge dating the — theatre at 
first to start during the last week} Current active membership is now 
in November, house not definite.' 200. During iis existence the club 
Dodge’s one-acter show is to -be has had but seven presidents, Allen 

. J. Schnebbe, the present incumbent, 
made in connection with a national ‘having had the post for the past 
advertiser, who will also sponsor a three years. His predecessor, Harry 
broadcast of the show once weekly B. Nelmes, who was prez for a num- 
over a network broadcast. 'ber of terms, is the club’s treas- 

The Dodge shows will have an _ urer, 
m.c. or conferencier, who is to be in- | 


Pitt Playhouse Season 


60% of the scripts are of foreign 
Pittsburgh, Oct. 10. 


authorship, the bills to be made up 
of comedy, dramatic and musical 
plays. He claims to have 100 one- 

Pittsburgh Playhouse will launch 

its season Oct. 24 with Milton Laz- 

arus-Rufus King’s mystery farce, ‘I 


acters which he picked up over a 
Want a Policeman,’ which was orig- 


period of years. 
inally scheduled for early spring. 


Casts are to include some name 
players and it is expected that Holly- 

Play was moved up when Brock 
Pemberton held up rights to ‘Kiss 


wood will supply personal appear- 

ances. Some of the Grand Guignol 

thrillers, which were first seen over 
the Boys Goodbye,’ after Barrett 
Clark, of French company, had re- 
leased them prematurely. Pember- 


here at the Princess (now Labor 
Stage) about 15 years ago, are card- 
ed for revival. 

, ton plans to bring the Claire Boothe 
comedy here himself, Pittsburgh 
having been one of key spots neither 

touring company visited last year. 

Another item slated by Playhouse 
is an original revue by Charles 
Gaynor. Gaynor’s coming on to 
supervise production, which will 
premiere Jan. 23. Fred Burleigh is 
back at Playhouse again for his 
third term as director of the com- 
munity theatre. 


Mrs. Montague Glass 
Sues for ‘Potash’ Coin 


Suit of Caroline P. Glass against 
John W. Rumsey and the American 
Play Co., for $3,054, is revealed in 


N. Y. supreme court by a request to| 
examine the defendants before trial. 
Suit was filed Sept. 14, 1938, and! 
claims unpaid principal on the sale | 
of rights to ‘Potash and Perlmutter’ : 
in Europe. The plaintiff, widow of No Temporary Injunc. 


author Montague Glass, was to re-| " 
Over ‘Shubert Follies’ 


ceive 90%, and asserts the amount | 
due is over and above the 10% com-; Supreme Court justice Charles B. 
| MacLaughlin has denied Jacob J. and 


mission to American play. 

A general denial to all charges has [ee Shubert a temporary injunction 
been made. in their suit against Samin Holding 
|Corp., operators of the Brooklyn 
Shubert Follies theatre, and ordered 
trial for Oct. 17. 

Suit claims illegal use of the name 
‘Shubert Follies,” the first part of 
which the plaintiffs claim to own 
exclusively, and the ‘Follies’ part as 
having been acquired in conjunction 


Current Road Shows 


(Week of Oct. 8) 


‘Desert Song’—Curran, San Fran- 


cisco. 
‘Golden Boy’ (Eric Linden )—Lyric' with Billie Burke Ziegfield. 
Richmond (13-14). | An injunction and damages are 


‘I Married an Angel’ (Denis King) sought. 
—Masonie Auditorium, Rochester, 
N. Y. (9-10); Strand, Ithaca, N. Y. 


(11); Erlanger, Buffalo (12-14). | Engagements 


‘Ladies and Gentlemen’ (Helen | 


‘Margin for Error’ (Bert Lytell)— 
McCarter, Princeton (14) 

Maurice Evans (repertory) — 
Ford’s, Baltimore. 

‘My Dear Children’ (John Barry- 
more )—‘Selwyn, Chicago. 

‘No Time for Comedy’ (Katharine 


| nel Wilde, ‘Pastoral.’ 

| Louis Hightower, Burton Pierce, 
| Helen Donivan, Eleanor’ Eberle, 
Ethel Lynn, Walter Long, Jack Sey- 
mour, Rudy Miller, Vera Ellen, June 
Allyson, Claire Harvey, Miriam 
Franklyn, Frank Egan, Wese Tilton, 


Cornell)—Wilbur, Boston. | William Collins, ‘Very Warm for 
| May.’ 
‘On Borrowed Tim — Ad 
Dean Jagger, McKay Morris, 


Newark, N. J. 
‘Outward Bound’ (Laurette Tay- 
lor, Florence Reed)—Locust, Phila- 


Nancy Sheridan, Ann Dere, Priscilla 
Newton, William B. Mack, Victor 
Esker, John Griggs, ‘Farm of Three 


delphia., E 
we choes’ (complete cast). 
San Carlo Opera — Auditorium, | Jean Adair, John Alexander, Tom 
Chicago. Chalmers, Russell Collins, Lillian 
‘The Man Who Came to Dinner’— | Foster, Enid Markey, Kate McComb, 
Colonial, Boston. Anne Sutherland, Herbert Yost, 


‘Morning's at Seven’ (complete cast). 


‘The Time of Your Life’ (Eddie 
Dowling )—Plymouth, Boston. 
‘Tobacco Road’ — American, St. Elizabeth Inglis’ Encore 


Elizabeth Inglis, English actress 
who played in the London produc- 
tion of ‘Gaslight,’ will do the same 
part in John Wildberg’s presentation 
of the play in this country. 

Show will open out of town about 
the middle of November, arriving in 
New York for Christmas holiday 


Louis. 

‘Tonight We Dance’ (Ruth Chat- 
terton)—Harris, Chicago. 

‘Too Many Girls’—Shubert, 
ton. 


‘What_a Life’ (Jackie Coogan)— 
Wilson, Detroit. 


Bos- 


Fabian circuit. | theatres in the Pacific northwest. 


‘White Steed’—Nixon, Pittsburgh. ' week. 


oe” Merivale)—National, | oo McCormick, ‘Margin for | 
Lunt-Fontanne (repertory)—Wis- |  Rajph Theodore, Harold Johnsrud. 
consin U., Madison (9-11); Pabst, Charles Ellis, Ruth March, Alfred | 
Milwaukee (12-14). Etcheverry, ‘Key Largo.’ 
‘Mamba’s Daughters’ (Ethel Johnny Barnes, Harold Cromer, | 
Waters)—Grand Opera House, Chi- | Florenz Ames, Kay Sutton, ‘DuBarry | 
cago. | Was a Lady.’ 


Wallace Acton, Charles Lang, Cor- | 


FAY TEMPLETON 
SUCCUMBS 


Fay Templeton, stage favorite of 
another generation, died last Tues- 
day (3) at the home of Belle Adams, 
her cousin, in San Francisco at the 
age of 74. Literally born on the 
stage, her parents having been John 
Templeton and Alice Vane, she be- 
longed to the Broadway era that 
knew Lillian Russell, Pete Daly, 
David Warfield and Weber and 
Fields. 

Long before Miss Templeton wags 
seen in New York, she trouped the 
country. One of her greatest suc- 
cesses was as ‘Buttercup’ in ‘Pina- 


' fore’, score being finely suited to 
her throaty contralto. She was mar- 
ried three times, retiring and re- 
turning to the stage probably move 
times than any other actress. One 
of the events that brought her back 
to the boards was a revival of ‘Pina- 
fore’ on a large scale at the Hippo- 
drome. 


Miss Templeton’s last professional 
appearance was with ‘Roberta’ in 
1933-34, playing the part mostly 
while seated for she had grown ex- 
cessively heavy. She had been liv- 
ing in Pttsburgh where her last 
husband, William E. Patterson, died. 
There was trouble over the will and 
bequests and, with no money left, 
the ‘Roberta’ engagement was a 
windfall. Soon after this show 
closed, she was without funds and 
against her will entered the Actors 
Fund home at Englewood, N. J. Last 
year, afflicted with arthritis, she 
joined Mrs. Adams on the Coast. 

Her appearance in the Weber and 
Fields music hall revues at the turn 
of the century was a highlight of her 
career and there she became known 
|; aS a mimic and travesty artist. She 
popularized two of the most popular 
songs of other years, ‘Rosy You Are 
My Posy’ and ‘Mary is a Grand Old 
Name’. That number was in ‘45 
Minutes From Broadway’, written 
for her by George M. Cohan, who 
was then 26, at the behest of the laie 
A. L. Erlanger. 

She was first wed at the age of 15 
to Billy West of the minstrel team 
of Primrose and West. There was a 
divorce three years later. Her 
second mate was Howell Osborn, 
known as ‘king of the dudes’, with 
whom she lived in London during 
| one of her periods of retirement, but 
|she emerged there to appear in 
| ‘Monte Cristo, Jr... Miss Templeton 
made several vaudeville appear- 
| ances, but most of her stage appear- 


ances were in the legit. 


| 
| 


| 
CO-OP ‘DEVIL’ WILL 
REOPEN TO PARTIES 


| 
| ‘Speak of the Devil’, which played 
| at the Nora Bayes, New York, Fri- 
day (6) and Saturday evenings, will 
reopen there for an indefinite run 
Saturday (14) Theatre pare 
ties will be the backbone of the coe 
operative enterprise, it having vire 


night. 


tually guaranteed Equity that its 
| ticket-selling organization can keep 
it alive for a short run, at least. 


However, at the present time only a 
of tickets have 
one 


number 
been for the 


David Dorman, who booked parties 
for the Federal Theatre, is handling 
the sales. 

‘Devil’, a new version of Goethe’s 
‘Faust’, was slated for the Bayes for 
the two nights last week after diffi- 
culties over terms with the Ritz and 
the Barbizon-Plaza, into both of 
which it had been scheduled. 


Reviews were almost uniformly 
pans except in Brooklyn, from where 
most of the theatre parties are com- 
ing. Considerable cutting has been 
done preparatory to the reopening. 

Producing company, called Every- 
man Theatre, is new to New York. 
It is headed by Wilva Davis, of Mil- 
waukee, former player, and Robert 
Breen, also of Milwaukee, who di- 
rects and takes the Mephistopheles 
role. Equity made an exception in 
waiving its salary bond rule for the 
cooperative group, whose members 
are guaranteed $40 a week minimum 
and a share in the profits, if any. 

Each cast member received $24.30 
on Saturday evening, fulfilling 
Equity scale for five rehearsals and 
two performances. 


sufficient 


sold night. 


| 
| | 
| 
| 
| 
| | | 
| | 
| | 
its | | | 
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‘Girls’ Tuneful 176 in Perky Boston, Shows in Rehearsal 
Dinner’ Big 166, Cornell $15,500 


Boston, Oct. 10. 

Season is hitting its stride this 
week with opening last night (Mon- 
day) of “The Time of Your Life,’ by 
William Saroyan, and starring Eddie 
Dowling and Julie Haydon. “The 
Man Who Came to Dinner,’ original- 
ly booked for two weeks, is a smash 
hit, so Sam Harris is holding it here 
another frame for final finishing 
touches to the revised third act. 
Show has moved from the Plymouth 
to the Colonial, a larger house, where 
it will have a chance of topping the 
business of the opening fortnight. 

‘Too Many Girls,’ the Rodgers-Hart 
musical, accorded good press on 
every phase but the book, gathered 
momentum during last week and 
stood ‘em up Saturday night (7), 
with two football games in town. 
Show has improved already with the 
pook alterations, and the wise guys 
label it at least a money-making hit, 
if not a marathoner, 

Katharine Cornell drew her usual 
following here in ‘No Time for Com- 
edy,’ but the play itself is not getting 
exciting comment. Alan Gray Holmes 
inaugurates a legit stock company at 


the Copley Thursday night (12) with 
piece, 


‘Night Must Fall.’ the opening 
starrine Erford Gage. 
Estimates for Last Week 

‘Too Many Girls,’ Shubert (1st 
week) (1,590; $3.30). Climbing into 
the hit class. with opening week’s 
take being $17,000. Rodgers and Hart | 
music and Bob Alton’s dance rou- | 
tines reaping enthusiastic follow-up | 
press comment and word-of-mouth. 
One more week. 

‘The Man Who Came to Dinner,’ 
Plymouth (2d week) (1.480; $2.75). 
A smasheroo from the opening gun. 
Deuce stanza very big $16,000. Mov es | 
to Colonial this week for final frame. 

‘Ne Time for Comedy” Wilbur (1st. 
week) $3.30). 


nell successes here. Around $15,500 
for initial week. one more stanza. 


LUNTS S. R. 0. $23, 000 


IN WASHINGTON OPENER 


Oct. 10. 


Alfred Luni-Lynn Fontanne reper- 
tory, highly ballyhooed season's 
opening here and record American 
Theatre Society subscriptions com- 
bined to hang out the s.r.o. sign! 
every performance of ‘Taming of 
Shrew’ at the National, Capital's 
only legiter. 

Pre-Broadway showing of ‘Ladies 
snd Gentlemen,’ 
returning to her hometown, is in this 
week and, without ATS cut rate 
tickets to hold take down, advance 
sales indicate even higher gross than 
‘Shrew.’ 

Next five weeks are booked solid- 
ly, with three more pre-Broadway 
showings and two post-Broadway 
roadshows. Clare Boothe’s new one, 
‘Margin for Error,’ is due Oct, 16; 
Max Gordon's production of new 
Kern-Hammerstein musical, ‘Very 
Warm for May,’ Oct. 23; roadshow 
edition of ‘Leave It to Me,’ with 
Sophie Tucker, William Gaxton and 
Victor Moore, Oct. 30: road company, 
headed by Laurette Taylor and Flor- 
ence Reed, in ‘Outward Bound,’ Nov. 
6. and Ethel Barrymore's new ve- 
hicle, ‘Farm of Three Echoes,’ Nov. 
13. Last two are second and third 
ATS bookings. 

Estimate for Last Week 

‘Taming ef the Shrew,’ National 
41.688: $3.30 tops). Approximately 
$23,000 was close to possible maxi- 
mum. 


‘Widow’ $6, 000, ‘Maritza’ 
3G L.A., ‘Mikado’ Back 


Los Angeles, Oct. 10. 

Matt Allen brought ‘Mikado—in 
Swing’ back to the El Capitan 
Thursday night (5) after the all- 
Negro musical had previously played 
sIx healthy weeks at the Hollywood 
blvd. legit house. Cast is unchanged. 
and dancing chorus same, but sing- 
ing chorus has been switched, a big 
improvement, 


Southern California Music Project | 


(WPA) production of ‘The Merry 
Widow’ continues Hollywood 
Playhouse, with second week show- 
Ing slight buildup. 
for two more. stanzas. ‘Countess 
Maritzs’ continues at Wilshire-Ebell | 
Where it opened Oct. 2. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Mikado—in Swing,’ FE] Capitan. 
Holly wood (Ist week) (1,560; $1.65). 
unning in extra show Saturday 
night (7). repent lured close to $4,000 
on first three devs. healthy. 

‘The Merry Widew,’ Hollywood 
Playhouse «2d week) (1.130: $1.10). 


Showed slicht improvement on sec- | 


sround $6.000. 

hire-Ebell 
Veryv pood 

stanza = sale in- 


ond weck fo 
‘Countess 

(Ist week) (1.994: $1.65 

$3.000 


dicates profitable second week. 


Packing this | 
small house, but not scoring the big | 
grosses of previous Katharine Cor- | 


with Helen Hayes | 


Operetta is in! 


STEED’ PAYS $9,600 
IN BALTO HANDICAP 


Baltimore, Oct. 10 
First show of the newly-sold Thea- 
tre Guild subscription season of six 
plays, ‘The White Sieed,’ 
did very well last week. Strong mail 
order and steady advance interest 


in ‘Hamlet,’ currently at same house. 


of the subscription series. Pre- 
Broadway Bonfils and Somnes pro- 
duction of ‘Pastoral,’ by Victor Wolf- 
son replaces. The Lunts now being 
promised for New Year's week. Rest 
of lineup has Edward Everett Hor- 
ton in ‘Springtime for Henry,’ due 


at Ford's. | 


also augur well for Maurice Evans): 


Switch in bookings eliminated the | 
Lunis in ‘The Taming of the Shrew.’ | 
due Oct. 23 at Ford's, as the second | 


|for a half week beginning Oct. 19, | 


|also at Ford's. 


and preem of Clar-| 


Day's ‘Life With Father’ at the. 


| Maryland, Oct. 30 
Estimate For Last Week 


‘The White Steed,’ Ford’s (1,980; 
| $2. 75).—With Guild subscription aid- 
jing to tune of $4,300, steady interest, 
‘especially for upper floors, plus 
favorable press, combined to build | 
| up nice $9,600. 


EVANS- HAMLET 
ROBUST 22456 
IN PHILLY 


Philadelphia, Oct. 10. 

Maurice 

abridged ‘Hamlet’ into the Forrest 
last week and turned in a robust 
| $22, 500, which for a Shakespearian | 
| tragedyv-revival is something to write 
home about. Fact that the Philadel- | 


phia Forum took the house Mon- 
day (2) and Tuesday (3) nights held 
| down week's figures te some degree; 
otherwise, it would almost certainly | 
have hit $25,000. 

The Forrest is dark this week, to 
| reopen Monday (16) with ‘Leave It 
to Me.’ The Locust Street theatre 
lighted last night (Monday) with the 
‘Outward Bound’ revival, first of the 
American Theatre Society subscrip- 
tion offerings this season, Engage- 
ment is for customary two weeks, 
and then the Locust seems certain 
to go dark again for a fortnight 
with the next show, ‘Kiss the Boys 
Goodbye.’ not set until Nov. 6 

Estimate for Last Week 

‘Hamiet,’ Forrest (2.000; $2.85). 
‘One week only. Came up with a 
robust $22,500. 


Press Waltzes ‘Dance,’ 


But Det. Biz Jive $13,000 


Detroit, Oct. 10. 

Despite lukewarm press reception, 
‘Tonight We Dance’ did well last 
week at the Cass b.o., principally on 
Ruth Chatterton’s name. Two mati- 
nees were s.r.0. 

The Wilson, town’s other legit spot 
relighted last night (Monday ) with 
‘What a Life’ at $1.75 top. Cass is 
dark currently but relights Oct. 16 
with ‘White Steed.’ 

Estimate for Last Week 

rage) We Dance,’ Cass (1.500: 

75). Good $13.000 on Ruth Chat- 
eo name: press reviews only 
lukewarm with play still having sev- 
eral rough spots. 


‘Skylark’ Wings to 
Hefty 9G in Buffalo 


Buffalo, Oct. 10. 
| Buffalonians gave Gertrude Law- 
rence and or a rousing wel- 
come for three days (5-7) last week. 
Opening the ee eit season here. 
Estimate for Last Week 
| ‘Skvlark,” Erlanger (1.600; $2.75) 
Gross was nearly $9,000, fine. 


Mary Nugent’ s Play 


San Diego, Oct. 10. 

Arthur J. Beckhard will give ‘The 
Male Animal.’ toplining Mary Astor 
and Elliott Nugent, a whirl at the 
Savov Oct. 16-17. 
| Three-acter. by James Thurber and 
' Nugent. will be footlighted at $1.65, 
with Ivan Simpson, Emery Parnell 
iand Robert Scott in cast. 


‘Life 
Serlin. 

‘Mornings at Seven’—Dwight 
Deere Wiman. 


With Father’—Oscar 


‘Tower of Light’—Group The- 
atre. 
*Pastoral’—Bonfils and Somnes. 


*Sea Dogs’—Clarence Tavlor. 

‘Kiss the Boys Goodbye’ (road) 
—Brock Pemberton. 

‘DuBarry Was a Lady’—B. G. 
De Sylva. 

‘Key Largo’—Playwrights. 


‘The Possessed’ — Chekhov 
Theatre. 

‘Summer Night’—Louis E. 
Gensler, 

‘Nice Gein’’ — Laurence 
Schwab. 

‘Very Warm fer May’—Max 
Gordon. 

‘Margin fer Errer’—Aldrich 
and Myers. 


‘Farm of Three Echoes’—Hop- 
kins, Payne-Jennings. 

‘Leave It ta Me’ ‘(road )—Vin- 
ton Freedley. 


‘Desert’, ‘Cavalcade’ 
CK $13,600 in Frisco; 
‘Fontes’ Up to $12,000 


San Francisco, Oct. 10. 
Increased tempo at the b.o. on 
| Rosting of the closing notice for 
‘Desert Song’ at the Curran has 
| prompted management of the Rom- 


| berg operetta company to hold the 


Evans brought his un- | 


| 
| 


| planned. 


revival for a fourth and final week. 
‘Cavalcade of the Golden West’ and 
Clifford C. Fischer's ‘Folies Bergere,’ 


More Bway Highs: 


Yokel’ 306, ‘Scandals’ $26,500, 


Paris’ 286, 


HAYES-LADIES’ $28,000. 
IN SIZZLING PITTSBURGH 


Pittsburgh, Oct. 10. 

Legit trade got red-hot last week, 
'as it always does when Helen Hayes 
comes around, and star’s new ve- 
|hicle, ‘Ladies and Gentlemen,’ 
knocked down sizzling $28,000 at the 
Nixon. Opened just fair, but by | 
Wednesday afternoon had reached 
| capacity and played to SRO for re- 
| mainder of stretch. 

‘White Steed’ is in currently to 
launch American Theatre Society 
subscription season, 

Estimate for Last Week 


‘Ladies and Gentlemen,’ Nixon 
(1,200; $3.30). Helen Hayes is the 
lure and the main cog in attracting 
swell $28,000. Under grosses for her 
two visits in ‘Victoria Regina,’ but 
not by much. Figure’s just within 
$4,000 of absolute capacity and 
Hecht-MacArthur piece didn’t hit 
that only because cheaper seats 
failed to go as expecved. 


146 


lat the Golden Gate expo, will fold | 


multaneously with the shuttering of 


| the expo Oct. 29. Fair had been set 


to quit Dec. 2. 
Estimates for Last Week 
REVIVAL 


‘Desert Song,’ Curran (3d week) | 
j Inclement weather, | 
which kept thousands away from the | 


(1,770; $1.65). 


Fair. helped operetta to $13,000, 
highly satisfactory. Holding an ex- 
tra week, it leaves here Sunday (15) 
for a run in Los Angeles. Next show 
into the Curran is ‘Moulin Rouge,’ 
which opens Oct. 20. 
TREASURE ISLAND 

‘Cavaleade of Golden West,’ Caval- 
| cade (33d week) (7.000: $1.10). Rain 
knocked off the Fair last week, but 
‘Cavalcade’ managed to get substan- 
tial $13,000. The last-minute rush is 
on to see ‘Cavalcade’ following pub- | 
lication of stories that Fair is closing 
month earlier originally 


‘Folies Bergere,.’ California Audi- 
'torium (9th week) (3.300; T5c). 
| Pretty close to $12.000 last week. 
quite an improvement over previous | 
stanza. 


Ce. to B.R. Vaude 


Continued from page 1 


units. Also figures on eight to 10 


weeks of touring legit shows and a_ 


10-week stock season. For the lat- 
ter, the C. of C. wants Freeman to 
book guest names. 

According to the C. of C.’s plan, 


the house will have a flexible ticket | 


scale, depending on the attraction. 
ranging as high as $2. Shows will 
have to be around two hours in 
length. 

Freeman okayed the idea, but first 
asked the C. of C. to guarantee sal- 
aries through responsible Portland 
businessmen. That's been ironed 
out now, 

Indpls. C. C.’s Legit Hype 
Indianapolis, Oct. 10. 

The Chamber of Commerce has 
organized a Theater-Goers Commit- 
tee of 1385 members to boost attend- 


include representa- 
luncheon and 


lish Members 
tives of service, 
women’s clubs, schools, colleges and 
other groups and organizations of 
the citv. Their purpose is to foster 
interest in the legit fare locally to 
the extent that Indianapolis will get 
more of the plays produced in New 
York. 

First step in the campaign is a 
schedule of plays booked for fall 
showing at Enelish, accompanied by 
a letter, meiled out to 5,000 persons, 
with the theatre paying printing and 
mailing cost. Movement hes been 
given a lot of space in all three 
dailies, and may be effective enough 
to help pay off the nut on heaviest 
leoit schedule in years at ‘the Eng- 
lish. 


‘Angel’ 216, Toranto 


 feronto, Oct: 1 
Despite slow advance sale. ‘I ian 
ried en Angel’ zoomed to $21,000 as 
smash opener of the Royal Alex- 
an‘ra’s new seeson. 
Scaled et $3 top, 1.566-seater was 
jammed for the eight performances. 


LEADS CHl 
UPBEAT 


Chicago, Oct. 10. 
Legit season is rapidly increasing 


| its pace. Current week sees three of | 


| the available four downtown houses | 


| lighted. ‘Tonight We Dance’ came in | 
| from Detroit to relight the Harris 


;}and got away well last night (Mon- 

day). 
Last *‘Mamba’s 

Daughters’ drew fine press comment. 


week’s 
cri was a b.o. wallop. 


opener, 


Third item in the Loop is ‘My Dear 
Children,’ which lifted a bit from the 
previous week, the John Barrymore 
show indicating no signs of quitting 
| this town yet. 


| Hopes are dimmed for the possible | 


return of stock at the Civic theatre. 
J. Charles Gilbert tried it for a cou- 
ple of months this summer but found 
difficulty in lining up both legit 
names and solid shows. 


Opera for the coming season. 
Estimates for Last Week 

‘Mamba’s Daughters,” Grand (ist 
week) (1,400; $2.75). Got away ex- 
cellently on svlendid advance cam- 
paign and followed un with solid 
press reports. Took $13,800 for the 
| opener. 

‘My Dear Children,’ Selwyn (21st 
week) (1,000: $2.75). 
gion convention out of town, 
lifted somewhat to $11,000. 


‘ROAD’ DANDY $13,000 
IN OTH ST. LOUIS VISIT 


St. Louis, Oct. 10. 


‘Tobacco Road’ opened the local 
legit season at the American, Oct. 1, 


show 


, doing such swell biz that the orig- | 
ance for legit offerings at the Eng- 


inally booked one-week stand was 
|extended to another It’s the fifth 
time ‘Road’ has played this burg; it 
will have nine weeks when the cur- 
rent engagement ends Saturday (14) 
Estimate for Last Week 

‘Tobacco Road,” American (Ist 
week ) (1,707; $1.50) Collected 
£13.000, swell. Management did gobs 
of advertising. — tz radio in- 
terviews with princinals over KMOX 
was also a biz builde e 


‘Time of Life’ $2,000 
In New Haven Preem 


New Haven, Oct. 10. 

One-performance break-in of the 
new Theatre Guild play, ‘The Time 
of Your Life,’ drew almost capacity 
biz Saturday night (7). Trace was 
aided by crowd in for Yale-Colum- 
bia game in the Yale Bow]. 

Next booking is ‘No Time for 
|Comedy, Oct. 16-17, followed by 
preem of ‘Nice Goin’’ (20-21). House 
hes also set preem of ‘DuBarry Was 
a Lady’ for Nov. 9. 

Estimate for Last Week 

‘Time of Your Life,’ Shubert (1.- 
600: $2.20). Nice advance, plus ar- 
rival of flock of out-of-towners 
added up to £2,000 on single show: 
exceptionally good at this scale. 


Gilbert's de- | 
| voting much of his time to the Civic | 


With the Le- | 


|} (R-1.107: $3.30). 


Story Tops $23,000 


Increasingly excellent trade was 
| recorded on Broadway last week, and 
‘again there were new high grosses 
| scored by several shows on the lim- 
| ited list. Indian summer set in, but 
that did not impair attendance Mon- 
day (9). Flocks of visitors to con- 
| ventions are patronizing boxoffices 
, and agencies. They also flocked to 
the World’s Fair, which drew an- 
|other huge weekend crowd. 

There is little doubt that the 
World Series helped business last 
| week, but the fans had left town by 
Friday (6), and Saturday night saw 
'standees in some of the larger- 
Capacity theatres. Still, showmen 
somewhat skeptical. 
| ‘Yokel Boy’ was declared to have 
climbed into the $30,000 division, 
making it a contender to ‘Hellzapop- 
pin,’ which got $33,000 by virtue of 
two $4.40-top nights. ‘Scandals’ 
turned in a highly profitable $26,500, 
while ‘Streets of Paris’ went past 
$28.000, the capacity level. 

‘Philadelphia Story’ topped $23.- 
000, a new high for that play. When 
the show topped $22,000 that was ca- 
pacity, but some subscription tickets 
held down the count. ‘Little Foxes,’ 
which has been perking, got more 
than $16,000, and as there had been 
ticket reductions in various portions 
of the house, that figure approxi- 
mated capacity. 

Indicated that the trend theatre- 
ward helped the two new shows, 
‘Straw Hat Revue,’ at the Ambassa- 
| dor, which was credited with $14,000, 
jand ‘See My Lawyer,’ Biltmore, 
| $12, 000. Both are rated moderately 
| okay, though neither is expected to 
“reach big money. With agencies 
, sold out of their allotments for the 
| leaders, they pushed the tickets for 
the new brace. ‘Abe Lincoln,’ which 
|} moved trom the Plymouth to the 
| Adelphi and cut to $1.10 top, did 
| very well in the new spot. 
| Only one incomer this week ‘Sky- 
lark,’ Morosco, save for a revival of 
| ‘Three Sisters,’ Longacre, but next 
week will see three out-of-town high 
grossers arriving: ‘The Man Who 
| Came to Dinner,’ Music Box, ‘Ladies 
| and Gentlemen,’ Beck, and ‘Too 
| Many Girls,’ Imperial. 

There are 13 new shows in re- 
| hearsal. Including those trying out, 
| the legit list should more than dou- 
ble the number by December. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Abe Lincoln in Iineis,’ Adelphi 
(52d week) (D-1,434; $1.10). Experi- 
ment of moving holdover into larger 
house and cutting prices appears to 


be quite successful; $9,000; increase 
of $2,000. 

| ‘Hellzapoppin,” Winter Garden 
| (56th week) (R-1,671; $3.30). Went 


into bigger money with $4.40 top on 
| two nights last week; $33,000. 
‘Scandals,’ Alvin (7th week) (R- 
1,357; $4.40). Quoted somewhat over 
actuul pace, but doing very well and 
last week’s takings around $26,500. 
‘See My Lawyer,’ Biltmore (3d 
week) (C-991: $3.30). New Jaugh 
show indicated in for okay engage- 
ment: first full week around $12,000, 
plenty for straight one-setter. 
‘Skylark,’ Morosco (lst week) (C- 
961; $3.30). Opens tonight (Wednes- 
| day); presented by John Golden; 
written by Samson Raphaelson, with 
| Gertrude Lawrence starred; well re- 
garded out of town. 
| ‘Straw Hat Revue,’ ‘Ambassador 
(3d week) (R-1,156; $3.50). Some- 
thing from the sticks with a chance 
to turn in fairly good stay; first full 
week around $14,000. 
‘Streets of Paris,’ Broadhurst (17th 
| week) (R-1,116: $4.40). Selling out 
prs ite and further indicated as long 


stave laugh revue rated over 
$2.00 

‘The Little Foxes.’ National (35th 
week) (D-1.163; $3.30). Got best 


gross since last spring, takings top- 
ping £16.000; close to capacity with 
revised scale though same top. 

‘The Philadelphia Story,’ Shubert 
(29th week) (C-1,367: $3.30). Quoted 
over $23,000. its best since last 

‘Tobacco Read,’ 
week) (D-1.107: $1.65) Is ap- 
proachine record of ‘Abie’s Irish 
Rose’ and should establish new run 
mark: £5,000 estimated ‘ast week. 

‘Yokel Boy,’ Majestic (15th week) 
Climb of Lew 
Brown musical has been steady and 
management claims takings over 
“30.000; standees Saturday night ¢7). 

Added 

‘Three Sisters,” Longacre. Surry 
Plavers. who did well with version 
of Chekhov drama during the sum- 
mer, in revival under man- 
agement of Dwicht Deere Wiman; 
opens Saturday (14). 

‘Pins vnd Needles,’ Windsor (97th 
week) (R-961: $1.65). Business con- 
tinues pnrefitebly: rated over $6.500. 

‘They Knew What They Wanted,’ 
Empire. W:s listed for two weeks 
but mov a bit longer; moderate 
hucine for revivel: house will get 
‘Life Vith Fother.’ Nov. 8. 


Forrest (305th 


of the Devil,’ Bayes. Co- 
onerrtive chow opened lest 
weel-: press: no prrfwrm-nees 
thie thoush relicht Stu 


| 
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Plays Out of Town 


The Time of Your Life 


New Haven, Oct. 7. 


, Wesley, colored ivory-pounder who 
| doubles as dishwasher; an Arab with 
ino visible means of support; Willie, 


conditions of the country, he insfsts 
letting the old writer make a full 
while the young fiance of 
holds the con- 
at bay with a 
speech is vir- 


on 
oration, 
his eldest daughter 
trol room engineers 
gun. Not until the 


tually completed are storm troopers 


in riddle 
This end takes 


allowed to burst 
Matthias with lead. his. 
a whale of a lot of believing. 


Coast ‘Mikado’ Folds 


Seattle, Oct. 10. 
at Metropolitan, | 


‘Swing Mikado’, 
closed here, dates on swing 
being nixed. Paul Posz, 


will take the 71 people back to San | log, 


| 
| B’way Review 
| 


— 


eat’ SPEAK OF THE DEVIL 


producer, | 


New version of Goethe's ‘Faugt,’ in pro« 
epilog and three acts, edited by !), 
Justus Schifferes, 


Comaeee Senten i Skee acts ae Sete? who spends his time playing the ‘Goliath’ has considerable good Francisco, where he will augment | and Henry Cody; presented by the Every - 
Nheatre Guild in ascocation with: Eadie 2arble slot machine. Transients in- | | and some excellent charac | the talent with 15 more, to go into | man Theatre: staged by Robert Breen 
2 ( ssochi 0 AL GLat@ | . 
clude Dudley, a youngster who | music, Leonard de Paur; lighting, Feder: a: 
hints he’s in love, and Elsie the ters. There are sever parallels In | rehearsal for Gertrude Stein's the Nora Bayes, N. Y., Oct. 6, 30; 
| girl he thinks he loves. There’s also | the characters. Bob, the Nazi offi- | Saints in 4 Acts.’ This will open in | top. 
music, Lehman Engel; special musical Kit Carson. a W. C. Fields character | cial. has more than a touch of); Frisco in a fortnight and then head | Straub 
humbers, Keginald Beane; at the Shuberi, used to fight Indians. Goebbels; Matthias himself may well | through the northwest with the all-! Gaprie) 
Joe, obviously from better environ- | be Thomas Mann, also father of colored cast. Arthur Hofte 
Charles De Sheim ment, hobnobs with this motley artistic family One factor in ‘Swing Mikado’ clos- | 
crowd, setting them up to drinks in | ing was ruling from Canada, since | John Morny 
Curt conwas | return for their companionship. | by name. war was declared, prohibiting more | Mephistopheles. 
Martin | Tom wants to marry Kitty but has The New Theatre’s cast ranges than $100 each person going out of | es Arthur Hofte 
Wesley Reginald Hewne no income, so Joe arranges that by | from good to pretty terrible. Hugh Show grossed $7,800 here | F 
getting him a job driving a truck. |Graham, formerly of the Neighbor- Gres Warriner 
lipuseley Stevens, sr. There’s a vice squader named Blick | hood Playhouse, is quite effective as | OF Me week, Charles Lows 
Mary Dorothy Francis , Who's trying to clean the prosties out | Dr. Matthias. Waters. | Priest ++ Matty Caine 
rer rere William Bendix of the section. When he goes to work 
John on Kitty in an attempt to pin some- Bi 3 B k | Emperor Semack 
Nick's “Micheiette Rurani thing on her, the Indian fighter Car- THE GAG STAYS IN ig- rorers Kendrick Wilson 
Baller. Randolph Wade son steps in on her behalf and Blick 
Margaret Mullen beats him up Tom comes into the Los Angeles Oct 3 ontinue rom page Cou: 
F ar amr C 'e place and finds Blick giving Kitty a Comedy in three acts (three scenes) by ‘ a 
rough going-over. He wants to kill | Milton Gropper; presented and directed by which could lead to resales and the 
Society Gentleman.......Charles Henderson | Blick but Joe rushes Tom and Kitty | Ben Bard at Ben Bard Playhouse, 1. Av collection of more than the 75 cent} New version of Goethe's ‘Faust,’ 
Willie... Will, Lee from the joint and then takes a shot Dawn Owen, Na- | Premium limit. combined with some of his later 
aed go EG ets cebecbibaie sis at Blick himself. Gun is unloaded | talie Ross, Gene Sharkey, Richard Reardon, How ; b for bulk al- | Work and a dash of Marlowe, is dull 
Peter Leed: owever, in exchange for bulk a 
and Blick leaves, unaware that Joe | Ralph Sande, Earl Jason, Wallie Reid, John | t and plodding as presented by the 
aie had attempted to kill him, but out- | Carewe, Robert Hesgen, Michael Trent, otments, the Indie agencies promise Everyman Theatre. It’s interesting in 
Last season William Saroyan had | ci4. “Garson is waiting and salts | Monta Marshall, Steve Roberts, Earl Rich- to police themselves and attempt to/ 4 sort of experimental way, but no 
critics and playgoers up a tree with | away with bullets, Cur- Wh eliminate gypping. They contend} shakes in Broadway company, an- 
o Gent wey, My Beerts in the High- tain finds the group going back to | ford. |” that if given the chance they could] other of the noble, but futile, tries 


lands,’ 
but also registered wonderment as to 
just what it was all about. This sea- 
son he will probably repeat the 
procedure with his second work, as 


unorthodox an opus as has hit this | 


town in some time. A crowded house 
of local culturals, Broadwayites and 
just plain theatregoers left 
preem refusing to commit them- 


selves as to.their reactions to the |! 


play. They had seen a production | 
replete with so many unusual angles 
that it was tough to arrive at any 
snap decision as to play’s merits. 
One thing was definitely apparent. 


which drew praises generally | 


the | 


| their drinking and gabbing as though 
nothing had ever happened. 
Eddie Dowling, playing the lead as 
the wealthy loafer, did so with a 
| keen understanding of the role, but 
| had his audience on the ragged edge 
by dropping his voice too low at 
vital moments during the preem. 
|Condition was said to be due to over- 
|} work in handling final stages of 
| rehearsal, Dowling should be in good 
| form once the show is set. Although 
| Robert Lewis is program-credited 
with staging, he stepped out of the 
| picture two days before the opening 


Milton Gropper’s attempt to make 


comic and his army of stooges falls 
far short of its objective. The 
premise is there, and meaty too, but 
someone more familiar with the 
inner workings of the air tribe than 


, Gropper will have to work it out if 


it is to make the big time. As con- 
stituted on its breakin with an ama- 
teur cast, it lacks the very essential 
on which it is supposed to be founded 
—gags. There's not one that kicks 


theatre out of a fatheaded radio | : 
‘they do not get enough tickets under 


match the big three in the volume 
of ticket sales and that they now 
sell 30% of the total. Indies say 


the present system, but that is the 
complaint of all agencies when ap- 
plied to the hits. The excellent 
business that attends the season’s 
start has pressured the demand in 
the agencies, and there may be no 
let-down until new successes come 
in. 


Despite the code, the managers 


which have become legend at the 
Nora Bayes in recent years. 


Script is principally a translation 
of the ‘Urfaust’ (Original Faust’). 
This was written by Goethe in about 
1775, when he was only 24 years old. 
Realizing its shortcomings as he be- 
came more able and mature, he re- 
wrote the manuscript, substituting 


| 


for it the ‘Faust’ on which hic repu- 
tation for genius is largely based. 
‘Urfaust’—the Everyman presenta- 
| tion of it—is not so much a play but 
a series of episodes from which the 
later work germinated. It is, accord- 


han a titter. 
and Dowling took over. up more t ,individually have always demanded | jing to the editors, ‘written in the 
however. This first Guild offering of | | In femme lead, Miss Haydon failed Some gagster who has worked with | the right to allot tickets to agencies | | vulgar vernacular, in a cavalier 


the new season will create much dis- 
cussion, both from critical and lay 
quarters, 
doubt being a favorable one. It’s the 
type of play that registers deepest | 


with the final vote no} 


, to impress as the prostie early in the 
|play, but succeeding scenes 
carried her into an ethereal realm, 

| definitely up her alley, she came into 


comics could cook up frothy stage 
fare from this. A kind of ‘Front 
Page’ of radio. The material is there 
and the episodes are abundant. 


of their own choosing. Many tickets 
may be turned over to certain 
agencies for sale and some may not | 
receive any at all. 


| 
| 


spirit, is interspersed with raucous, 
bawdy and slapstick comedy, and 
oes not carry the ponderous philoso- 
phy which is the main interest in 


3 ! Des’ | her own. Role requires considerable | Gropper’s unfamiliarity with those | Goethe’ s final manuscript — com- 
pete audience long after the final | | building to make full use of Miss gl F gpserecinne tenn Mangels gi Doubtful if the ATTA proposal) pleted in his 80th year.’ 
Even in its present preparatory Haydon’s talents. aistinet disadvantage. play will be favored because of that, Unfortunately, the editorial de- 


state, play mingles depth, comedy, 
originality, tragedy and characteriza- 


tion in a monner that bids well for | 


its chances. Staged with little r 


narily, minor roles, such as the one 


| Good performances are recorded 
by Edward Andrews, Martin Ritt, 
Reginald Beane, Charles De Sheim, 
Curt Conway, Houseley Stevens, Sr., 


just doesn’t ring true. 
Comedy starts out rowdy enough 
| but slows to a walk in the second act 


who goes over is John Carewe, who 


the managers aim to get the widest 
possible distribution. 
Equity will probably 


turn over 


the code, which Equity favors being 


scription is overly-enthusiastic. It is 
partly true; the play is ‘written in 
the vulgar vernacular’ and is ‘bawdy.’ 
| That is perhaps why Goethe had the 


ese William Bendix, Len Doyle, and |when the domestic troubles of the | the report of its survey of the ticket ; ispense wi 

t re tes g sens spense t and 
| Grover Burgess. Bits are well done | ego-intlated top Crossleyite are | situation under the code this week. 

injected into the picture with ap- dragged out. The lines are stilted |The report, made by Alfred Hard-| creat artist's wasteb: sket. 
: , | Michelette urani, 1 Lee an and the cast gives them another | jing, covers 66 pages of script and|~ 
parently no links. Yet they all seem | ytargaret M INg, COV pas Since the ‘ponderous philosophy 

to jibe in the final checkup. Ordi- | |physically, Boris Aronson hav an shove, but downward. Only player | includes suggestions to tighten up| of Goethe's later years is missing, in 


caught the spirit of the dive with a 


its place is a less-crystalized mode of 


of Nick's Ma, are treated with stand- setting Bone extended for another season, de-| thinking that makes seeing the play 
oments on stage. Une Of the play s . : , -e.| average audience, It’s too often a 
extended from Sept. to Nov. 1 re-| averag > its 
punchiest lengthy scenes, a dramatic | TO EVERY GOLIATH tl If th le is to go through | Strain to keep up with the metaphor 
sketch with supporting players cently. € code is to & 6" | and allegory 
philosophizing, harmonica - playing, | Philadelphia, Oct. 8. Viddi h Pl another season, the basic agreement Director Robert Breen handles the 
hoofing, etc., is accomplished minus | Prama in three acts by Paul Horgan; 1adais ay not to change policy by Equity Mevhisto role himself rather 
the presence of the two leading , by Milton Remorf; settings, Herbert would be automatically extended f 
haracters | Sutcliffe Jones; presented by the New The- f imil eriod, After ligesting | unique y, varying trom pleasing LO 
c atre of Philadelphia at their clubhouse rad ar perio aiges John Morn;’s Faust is 
BS SUCH. BSS MINCE Signin | Oct. 7, “39. the Equity report e league wi 
cance, construction of the play being , Pr. David Matthias..........Hugh Graham CHAVER NACHMAN. ith th ia nuit semaine played stolidly, but capably. while 
more’ concerned with character | Lieut. Baron Manfred.......Stanley Slevin meet with the actors code committee, | Betty Caine, as Gretchen (Margue- 
: : | Trina Matthias.......... Carolynne Maurel (‘Comrade Nathan’) after which answer to brokers pro-/ rita in the operatic version), is too 
studies of an assorted group that ‘Mousie’ Matthias.....seeeeee- Ruth Deacon Drama in two acts (18 scenes) by TI, J. posal will be in order. |ethereal even for the essence of 
haunts a low-class San Francisco ! Nicholas Matthias. ....cee... Marvin Lipsitz Singer, adapted from his novel, ‘East of | goodness she portrays. Other mem- 
drink-entertainment joint. At the Anora Wohl | Eden’; presented aud staged by Jacob Ben- | bers of the cast give as 0d in- 
play’s opening, nobody knows just we Marc Weiss | Ami: features Ben-Ami, Celia Adler, Lud- | bers cas s gooc 
who Joe. the wealthy loafer, is: wig Satz; settings, Samuel Leve; music, as can be expected in 
’ Nadler | Joseph R shinsky; at the Downtown Nae B O U S 
where he gets the money he spreads | 0000000000. Frederick Morris | tional, N. ¥., Sept. 30, $2.20 top. pswing uch a work. 
around so gencrously. or why he Carmen Costy Production is of the black back- 
way it Is at final curtain. | Dr. Lenner, Ted Klugman | dramatized by the author from his} ‘ ’ . 
he has been instrumental in im- ——- novel, ‘East of Eden,’ preems a new | spots the lighting. Latter is by Feder, 
proving conditions for other char- Paul Horgan, author of the Harper | Yiddish legit company headed by P “4 ; } fe | who hadieo commendatio: with similar 
acters in the play. | prize-winning novel, ‘Fault of An- | Jacob Ben-Ami, last year with Mau-|Stengh of the pop opera's showing,| work for the Federal Theatre. 
At the tag end of last season, | gels,’ assumes the role of dramatist |rice Schwartz.’ With Ben-Ami as|Scale for ‘Dream’ will probably be | Throughout the play there is chant- 
‘Clean Beds’ unfolded a somewhat | in ‘To Every Goliatt.,’ but it seems | stager, producer and featured player r, | $1.65 top. Show with Benny Good- | ing. offstage in all but one scene, yA 
similar setup of lower stratum char- extremely doubtful that he’ll be!in the name role, ‘Chaver,’ a leftist} man starred is being produced by a chorus of male voices. 
acters in like surroundings, but picking up any stray awards with | yarn, is an auspicious debut for the| Erik Charrel. Pointed out that the| the chants are by Leonard de rio 
whereas roles in ‘Beds’ were strictly | this. | downtown group. size of the house permits the lower | director of the Hall-Johnson choir, 
a filth jolt, Saroyan has written his| Given a commendable production | Singer's ‘Yoshe Kolb’ and ‘Broth- | who also conducts them. Herb 


ahaeaniies in solely from an interest- 
ing people angle. 


Author has batted out some first- | 


| by the New Theatre, one of Philly's 
most ambitious little theatre groups, 
which announces itself as sponsoring 


ers Ashkenazi,’ dramatized by Mau- 
rice Schwartz in recent seasons for 
|his Yiddish Art group, have been 


seale, capacity exceeding 3,400. Re- 
cently, when ‘The American Way’ 
dropped the top from $3.30 to $2.20, 


son at that scale, Sam H. Harris and 


rate dialog, going in heavy for plays with ‘social bite,’ ‘To Every |meatier mediums for dramatization, | 4ttendance jumped towards capacity | y 
Le, r me ns I¢ zation, John F. Wharton, and also the 
philosophy from such widely Goliath’ is another diatribe against | but with Ben-Ami’s brisk staging,|and the engagement ended to stand-/ natists Guild. that 


characters as a waterfront conv 
a harmonica-playing Arab. He has 


Naziism. eminently sincere and un- 
| doubtedly reasonably authentic in its 


‘Chaver’ takes on a greater signifi- 
cance than indicated by the script. 


ing room. 
While most houses in the theatre 


!150 towns can be booked, not taking 


in stands west of the Mississippi, 


created a telling word picture of an | presentation of facts. but it not 339 : 
a onl It traces the sufferings of a poor “apac 

assortment whose counterparts | runs over very fz Me ane and | which might entail too heavy tran- 
; : : | r very familiar ground, but | Polish family; there’s Mattes, the may not be able to operate the , 

he is said to have encountered per- | achieves its final and important dra- | father. a hapless old man unable to | a : | sportation costs. New plan may be 
1] local ] I I j}average production at similar scales, | ; 

y in focal color hunting. | matic punch through a piece of en- | properly provide for his children; th of val $2 submitted to the American National 

entral character of the theme is | tirely impossible and even ridiculous | Sheindel, the d: 1ughter, who, due to | "here is talk of using a $2.79 top for | Theatre, which was chartered by 


Joe (Dowling), a mysterious loafer 
who spends hours at a time in Nick’s 


place eating jelly beans and drinking | 


champagne ‘to keep him from stay- 


ing sober long enough to get busy | 


and do something useful in the 
world.’ Joe has acquired an admirer, 


theatrical hoke. 

The story concerns the distin- 
guished literary notable, Dr. David 
Matthias. upon whose _ peaceful 
household (presumably in Berlin, 
although neither name of city nor 
country is specifically used) the 


| her ruthless stepmot! 1er, leaves to be- 
| come a servant, sul bsequently return- 
|ing to her home atfer having a child | 
‘by. a soldier, and Nachman, a head- 
| strong youth, 
learning to ultimately adopt the com- 
munist ideology 


who quits his chassidic | 


| 


some of the 
In the making is a proposal to send 
shows on the road at $1.10 top next | 
season. Idea is said to have the nod 
of the Columbia Concerts 


incoming attractions. | 


Corp., | 


which has been specializing in one- | 


congress several years ago but has 
never eventuated. 


Foreign Coin 


Tom, who runs errands for him and | wrat} ; : ne | re appearance recitals and which would | 
ath of the storm-troopers is visit- When he flees Poland. a fugitive 
Kitty | ed in the earlier days of the Nazis’ | from the police because of his radical | the booking. 
ox Acne rng riesquer now street | rice to power. theories, he learns in the Soviet that New Field for One-Niters |mittances the last week in Septem- 
walking the neighborhood. Others) “A series of unfortunate circum- | the Utopia he had visioned there for +43 : ib A simil t was received 
who inhabit Nick’s joint are Harry, | stances involve Dr Matthias, who, | the worker was decidedly not as he Legitimate Theatre Corp. is open- | der. ee cee eee 


would-be comic with ambitions: 


Mgt.: LOU CLAYTON 


not a Jew himself, remains loyal to 
a noted Jewish surgeon and also has 
‘the audacity to resist the troopers 
when thev trv to remove a guest 
from the Matthias home. To make 
_matters worse, his schoolboy son 
snatches copies of his father’s books 
from a Nazi street bonfire and defies | 
the mob. For that, the boy is ar- 
rested, and Dr. Matthi.3 makes his 
, initial contact with the chief assist- 
, ant of the Chancellor. The swastika 
has yet to sain real importance, and. 
althouch distinetly hostile, the Nazi 
official promises to return tle 16- 
vear-old boy. He does—after the 
bov has been rendered blind. 


, Matthias get a few impassioned re- 


marks over the air, tipping off the 


listening world to the insufferable 


had thought. He is arrested, sus- 
|}pected of being a reactionary when 
he comes to the defense of a fellow 
worker, and banished from the So- 
viet, a man without a country. 
Singer has been incoherent in knit- 
| ting his early scenes as the back- 
ground for his drama. Much of the 
| dialog during the first scenes is su- 
perfluous, while some of his charac- 
ters show a need for coherence, too. 
However, the play 
second part with the first entrance of 
|Ben-Ami. Thereafter he’s on stage 
for practically the rest of the play. 
He contributes a simple, straight- 
| forward characterization, while Lud- 


| lently. 
| Setting gs are simple and Inexpen- 
i sive, 


picks up in the} 
That plan did not get much further 


ing up a new field of one-niters and 
the idea evidently appeals to other 
showmen. LTC is working along 
concert-booking lines, with local 
organizations buying their attrac- 
tions outright for local showings. 
American Theatre Council had made 
pretensions to revive the road this 
season, sending out field men to ar- 
range for subscriptions, a variation 
of guaranteeing visiting attractions. 


than the talking stage and it re- 
mained for LTC to prove that the 
road can be booked. 


Playwrights Co., which has ‘Lincoln’, 
Max Gordon, who fared very well 
with ‘The Women’ on tour last sea- 


| 
| 


‘last week by another major com- 


pany. 

Early heavy losses from the nor- 
mal revenue received from England 
have been materially reduced sub- 
sequently. Staggered operation of 
theatres in London’s West End also 
is viewed as encouraging. 

Foreign departments in N. Y. al- 
ready are readjusting operations t» 
meet the emergency. Skeleton stails 
are being used in belligerent nations. 
Many majors also are picking the 
product they ship abroad. 


Business in European neutral 


4 Among those said to be interested! countries has been disturbed 
Not, satisfied gh in the new $1 top road plan are the | slightly. Biggest decline in revenue 


of this category is noted in Belgium 
where some 800,000 men have been 
called to the colors. 


| 

| 

| 

| 
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Ed Sullivan Stays West 


Ed Sullivan will continue as 
Hollywood columnist for the New 
York Daily News for the next six 
months at least, and quite likely 
for the ensuing year. That's the de- 
cision of Harvey Deuell, paper’s 
managing editor, and puts to rest 
reports that Sullivan would switch 
back to the Broadway beat, with 
either John Chapman or Danton 
Walker replacing him in Hollywod. 

Sullivan is said to have grown 
nostalgic for N. Y. on his recent 
trip east, and to have asked to be 
permitted to remain. He returned to 
the Coast as skedded, however. 
Whether Sullivan goes back to 
Broadway in six months or a year 
will be decided in due time as reg- 
ular course of policy, according to 
Deuell. 

Curiously enough, when Sullivan 
did the News’ Broadway column, 
and Sidney Skolsky was in Holly- 
wood for the same paper, Sullivan 
was eager for the film colony spot. 
When the paper's management asked 
the two to switch, Sullivan was ad- 
amant on going to the Coast, al- 
though Skolsky insisted on staying. 
Sullivan did go to Hollywood, and 
Skolsky quit the paper rather: than 
return to Broadway. 


Britain’s Paper Control 
There is no shortage of paper in 


Sitting Out the Host 


Baseball writers, including 
out-of-towners, congregated in 
Leone’s restaurant in midtown 
New York after the first world’s 
series game, As the evening 
wore on, more joined the party 
and Gene Leone worried how to 
get ’em out, as it is not a late 
spot. He asked the writers to 
please go home, but round after 
round of drinks were ordered. 

When the four o’clock closing 
time arrived, they asked for the 
check, but Leone said he was 
too tired to count it up. Es- 
timated that the tab was $100, 
charged off to goodwill. 


elephant after the manner of Han- 
nibal. 


His first book was ‘The Royal Road 
to Romance,’ and that title guided 
him in his subsequent efforts. He 
authored about a half dozen books, 
and their heavily underlined roman- 
tic angles and the bizarre adventures 
of their creator made him one of the 
best bets of the lecturing scribblers. 


War Causes Publication Switch 
Considerable slowing-up of Euro- 


pean book-publishing activities be- 
| cause of the war will result in many 
| books by foreign scribblers appear- 


Great Britain presently, but a Paper | ing in the U. S. before they preem 
Control board has been set up and | jn their native lands. American pub- 
in due course all consumers will be! jishers who have the U. S. rights 
rationed. This will affect show busi- | to books by Europeans do not in- 


ness in a number of ways, but an im- | tend to change publication dates, | 


mediate result may be seen in the | while European book publishers are 
limitation of the space available in | marking Peat 
all newspapers for advertising and : — 
Feviews of shows since, eaegorically,| reason why U. pubycation 
si the lesse ‘ 
their publication in the countries of 
| their origin is to enable American 
pages to | Publishers to get a line on the books’ 
ibilities. It doesn’t always hold 
about half the normal number. Two- [tpg 
thirds of the news columns are oc- |peats in another. But a book's per- 


cupied by war news, so that the | formance in the land in which it 
space left for lesser subjects, which 


inc atricé ily otices 
include theatrical and_ film notices, |of what it can do anywhere. 
is very restricted. Similarly, pe- 


riodicals and magazines with enter-| Percentage of books by —- 
tainment features are reduced in| S¢ribblers contracted for by U. S. 
size | publishers in advance of their na- 


programs, ete. One important bill- | Situation is tough on unknown 
poster printer here, who supplied, European writers who hope for their 
many touring shows, was compelled | books to register in their own land 
to close immediately after the dec- | So that it will be taken over by a 
Jaration of war, owing io the shut-|U. S. publisher. If they can't get 
down of theatres throughout the | Publication in their native countries, 
country. | they have little or no hope of 
American publication. 


Berger's N. ¥. Column for Times 
The New York Times inaugurat- Claims Retard Judge Deal 
ing on Monday ‘9) a column on N. ¥.| Claims of various individuals to 
by Mever Berger. New pillar was/rights to the title of the defunct 
foretold some months ago when | Judge magazine are holding up final 
Berger did a daily stint 
N. Y. World's Fair. Praiseworthy | periodical. Mag, of which Harry 
comment decided the paper to let} Newman was the last publisher, 
Berger do a column on the general halted publication a few months 
N. Y. picture. It’s called ‘About! ago, 
New York.’ Not a new task for | 
Berger, he having 
and interpreted the N. Y. scene for | of actual worth remaining. 
the Times in the past. the periodical is of 


Creditors are in no hurry for final 


undetermined 


| originates will generally give an idea | 


' tive publication is small, and almost | 


on the | disposition of assets of the bankrupt | 


commented | settlement, as there’s said to be Jittle | 
Title of | 


|N. ¥. Fair’s P. A. | 


Continued from page 8 


For Aussie Censors 


VARIETY'S correspondent enclosed 
| the following memo for the benefit 
to take exception to your editorial... of the Australian censorship authori- 
in which you state that the publicity ; ties in his mail news: 
campaign conducted by Perley Boone This is a weekly newsletter to 
up to Aug. 1 ‘was as complete and| VARIETY, trade newspaper, New 
efficient as could have been desired’| York City, N. Y..U.S. A. I have 
and ‘did not seek the suppression of | been the local representative of 
unfavorable news.’ | Variety for the past 20 years, 
‘The exact Opposite was the fact. and my job is to provide a cov- 
| Not only was it usually impossible erage of the Australian picture, 
|to get a responsible statement of the| Vade-revue, legitimate and ra- 


| Fair’s official position on unfavor-| 10 fields. Variety has corre- 
lable news, but the working press| ‘SPondents in every 
repeatedly faced with a stone; “ity of the English-speaking 

P world. It is important that this 


' wall in trying to develop stories of 
la friendly nature. The publicity de- 
| partment appeared to work on the 
| theory that all news coming out of 


| the Fair was its exclusive product. 


‘At the start, for instance, it re- 
fused to cooperate with the news- 
|papers on feature stories on the! 
ground the Fair was too important 
to both with personality and feature | 
| material. Frequently, reporters seek- 
‘ing information on special stories | N. Y. Post's Columnists 
were turned down by Mr. Boone | With recent addition of Sidney 
with the explanation their stories ' Skolsky, and decision to retain regu- 
| were not important. Fair Officials | larly W. L. White, N. Y. Evening 
and employees, other than Grover | Post now carries more columnists 
| Whalen, were strictly forbidden to|than perhaps any other paper in the 
talk with the press so that it was country. Daily's present publisher, 
| even impossible to get innocuous | George Backer, making even more of 
_police data from the Fair police de- | the personality journalism than the 
| partment. previous owner, J. David Stern. It’s 
‘This lack of cooperation reached reported that the Post will take on 
‘a high point when an early rewrite | still another columnist, Heywood 
on an afternoon New York! Broun, when latter's five-year con- 
paper was instructed to work up a} tract with Scripps-Howard expires 
spot story for the first edition which | at the end of the year. 
; would have been a — to the Fair. Numerous columns give the Post 
Since there was no other arrange-| personality coverage on _ almost 
ment for getting Fair information! every subject, including the small- 
outside of working hours, he called | town angle. W. L. White, who's the 
Mr. Boone at home. Mr. Boone com- /son of William Allen White, was in- 
plained that he had not yet had his vited to contrib as a filler-inner dur- 
| breakfast, told him no news was| ing F.P.A.’s vacation. F.P.A. is back, 
|available until after the Fair press | but White’s column, after being in 
office opened, and hung up on the _and out, now stays. 
rewrite man. | Besides Skolsky, who's covering 
‘Surely you are aware of the com- | Hollywood; White and F.P.A., Post 
plaints which editors, both in New has Ludwig Lore on foreign affairs, 


newsletter is received as quickly 
as possible for publication, and 
for this reason the Australia- 
England air route has been used 
for some considerable time. I 
declare that matter contained in 
this news letter is purely a cov- 
erage of the fields mentioned 
above. 


York and out, had been registering | Jay Franklin on Washington, Dor- | 


for months after the Fair started, othy Dunbar Bromley, femmes; Neal 
over its inept press relations. | O'Hara, oddities and humor; Leon- 

‘All of us realize that Mr. Boone | ard Lyons, Broadway; Dixie Tighe, 
worked under a tremendous handi-/society and cafes; and Samuel 
cap—a Fair management which felt | Grafton and Ernest L. Meyer, gen- 
so confident of financial success that | eral. That's besides a large number 
from the first as a matter of policy | of departmental writers. One of the 
it tried to avoid submitting to regu- | Post's regular columnists, Cal Tinney, 
lar news coverage. And many of us| is out, having signed with a syndi- 
were personally fond of Mr. Boone | cate for a new weekly feature. 

| 


during our association and still are. oa 
| ‘In as much as your editorial im- 
plies the concealment and_ inefli- 
i ciency began after Aug. 1, we think 
it only just to state these condi- | Gov. Charles A. Sprague, of Oregon, 
tions have improved immeasurably | he having acquired Sheldon F. Sack- 
under Leo Casey, the present di- ett’s stock in the paper. With the sale 
rector of press relations.’ 
Fair publicity absorbed another quits as editor and general manager. 
blow when Edward Bernays, public; Gov. Sprague officially becomes 
relations counsel, resigned the no- | publisher of the paper, but will not | 
| pay job he accepted just a few weeks | take active charge until stepping out | 
ago as publicity counselor for 1940) from the governorship. New editor | 
because of ‘Fair politics.’ to succeed Sackett hasn't yet been 
In the latest E. & P., Boone, in a named. 
by-lined story, castigated the Fair 
management for the stranglehold put | 


Oregon Guv a Publisher 


The Salem (Ore.) Statesman is 
now wholly owned by the family of 


Speidel Newspapers Extend 


With its features on bridge, stamp- 
collecting and the like, The Times 


gradually is getting away from the! 


austerity which once stamped it as 


the ‘banker's paper.’ It has still to} 


use comic strips, however. 


L.A. Dailies Merge 

Two Manchester Boddy papers in 
Los Angeles, the Daily News and 
Evening News, become a single all- 
day paper in everything but in name 
as a result of the consolidation of 
the editorial departments of both. 
Action follows the previous consoli- 
dation of all other departments. 

With features to run in both pa- 
pers, the Boddy papers have dropped 


value, but since it’s about the only 
thing left of the mag that may fetch 
something, those with claims on it 
are holding on. 


Canada Bans New Masses 


Canada, cracking down on leftist 
activities since entering the war, has 


'banned the American mag, New 
| Canadian circulation of New 


Masses reported by mag to be around 
2.500. Periodical claims to have en- 
joyed a distinct boost in ¢ rculation 
above the border’ since Canada 
joined the conflict abroad. 


on him as regards ducats. ‘Stait- 
isticians, bookkeepers and treasury 
tabulators should be muzzled in the 
counting room, and their hands kept 
off press passes,’ he writes. 

Boone reveals that at first the 
board of directors was against any 
courtesies for the press. He had to 
batter this down with a 15-page re- 
port on the history of press passes. 
Finally, tO get around a clause 
in the Fair bonds, press was classi- 
fied as Fair employees. 

Next difficulty was 
ury department’s ruling 
courtesies to wives and children of 


the Treas- | 


against | 


The Speidel Newspapers, publish- | 
ers of two papers in Chillicothe, O., | 
extending its activities to Nevada | 
with the purchase of the Reno Eve- 
ning Gazette, biggest paper in the 


NEW PERIODICALS 


The Man, digest for males. is be- 
ing sponsored by the Farrell Pube 
lishing Corp. Editor is Hiram Koch 
Smith, Jr. 

Air Adventures io be issued 
shortly by the Ziff-Davis Publishing 
Co, as a companion mag to the same 
firm’s Amazing Stories and Fantastie 
Adventures. 

The Ghost, ‘super-detect ve’ siory 
mag, and Thrilling Footbal! S:ories 
are new links in the Thrilling Group 
chain of periodicals. Leo Margulies 
editing. 


CHATTER 

John Steinbeck in N. Y. 

Pierre van Paassen back in N. Y, 
after four months abroad. 

Mags Country Life and Horse & 
Horseman, have combined, 

John Erskine sold his novel, ‘Diane 
de Poiters,’ to Edwin Knopf. 

Mark Van Doren harvesting the 
apples on his Connecticut farm. 

Lewis V. Cummings has signed to 
do a book for Houghton Mifflin. 

Day Edgar, the Satevepost scrib- 
bler, wed Helen Seeley Saturday (7). 
| Oliver La Farge marrving again. 
Bride-to-be is Consuelo Otille Nunez 
de Baca, 

Edward Ware 
Newsweek’s 
marry soon, 


Ellen Bissner off for the southern 
tobacco fields for background data 
for a new novel. 


Maurine Wnh:pple has left Yaddo, 
with half of her projected novel on 
Mormon life completed. 

*°Gorham Munson again to lecture 
on professional scribbling at the New 
School for Social Research. 

Leland Stowe, war correspondent 
for the Chicago Daily News, will do 
/a book on his experiences for Knopf. 

Robert S. Dumper, of the Life 
mag staff, a newlywed. New Mrs. 
| Dumper is the former Terry Turner. 

Robert Washington working on a 
| history of Negro entertainers in the 


Barrett, one of 
associate editors, to 


| U. S. from the time of the Civil War 
to the present. 


Norman Marsh, creator of comic 
strip, ‘Dann Dunn,’ conferring with 
| RKO studio officials relative to a 
' series of films. 


Edna Lee Booker back from 
Shanghai, and has delivered the 
manuscript of her new book, ‘News 
Is My Job,’ to Macmillan. 


Financial difficulties of Tempo 
Magazine Publishing Co. have been 
Straightened out, and firm's mag, 
Dance, has resumed publication. 

Connecticut branch of the Ameri- 
can Pen Women celebrate’ the 
| group’s 14th anni Oct. 20, with Pearl 


‘of his interest in the daily, Sackett |Gentry Haemer, prez of the branch, 


in charge, 

Ray Sprigle, feature writer for 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette, withdrew 
his candidacy for county commis- 
sionership on GOP ticket at request 
of daily’s execs, 

Estate of ‘more than $50,000° was 
left by Floyd Gibbons, according to 
the will of the war correspondent 
and radio commentator filed in N. Y. 
Surrogates’ Court. 

Charles Halliwell Duell, who quit 
recently as v.p. of Morrow to become 
a book publisher on his own in 
N. Y., has taken Samue}! Sloan and 


state. Negotiations for the sale cOM- | Charles A. Pearce into the under- 
pleted Saturday (30). | taking, 

Previous owners of the Reno Eve-| Convention committee of the Na- 
ning Gazette were Graham and tional Editorial Association, which 
Leigh Sanford. Two Speidel papers | met in N. Y. last week, decided upon 
in Chillicothe are the Gazette and | June 17-21 for the organization's an- 
News- Advertiser. jnual conclave, at the Hotel Roose- 
| velt, N. Y. 

Dorothy Norman, who publishes 
'and edits the book-size mag, Twice- 
a-Year, turns book publisher in No- 


Henry Waller’s Cafe Job 


Henry Waller, former amusement 


Dailies Map Price Boosts 
Although newsprint prices con- 
tinue to be steady, newspaper pub- 
lishers see rises inevitable and are 
taking steps to act accordingly. At 
least one important daily is antici- 
will| pating the price boost by upping its 
Baltimore Sun 


a good part of their editorial staffs. | 
Among those to go is Wilbur Ward, | 
managing editor of the Daily News. 
Lee Payne, who held the same post 
on the Evening News, will act in 
that capacity for both papers. 

Estimated that the papers 
Save around $1,500 a week as a re-j| sales price at once. 
sult of the consolidation. 


day (2) from 2 to 3c. Home delivery 
prices were unaffected, however. 
‘Constantly advancing production 
costs’ is given by the Baltimore 
clared Richard Halliburton legally paper as the reason for its sales 
dead, marking the finishing touch to! price advance. Both morning and 
the career of the scribbler-adven- | evening editions affected. 
turer. Action was requested by | 
trustees of his estate. Halliburton is | tke 
believed to have died on a Chinese Yiddish Language Mag 
junk lost in the Pacific when he at-| First international mag on the 
tempted passage from Hongkong to! theatre, in Yiddish, is being gotten 
San Francisco early this year with out by the Theatre Publishing Co., 
Several college students. | headed by Bernard Gold. Preten- 
Only 39 at the time of his death, tious periodical to appear monthly. 
Halliburton had performed many’ Samuel Semon is editing. 
glamorous feats. He climbed some of | Same publishers also have in prep- 
the world’s tallest mountains, swam!aration an English-language mag 
the Hellespont and _ the Panama | covering Jewish art and drama, to 
Canal and crossed the Alps on an/ be called Dramatic Arts. 


Halliburton Legally Dead 
Court order in Memphis has de- 


raised its street sale price on Mon-| 


nail out editor for defunct Chicago Herald 
newsmen; then refu al to mail | vember with ‘Love Possessed Juana.’ 
passes and, finally, when this was , 4nd Examiner, becomes p.a. for Chez ‘ 
| pas: and, y, a first play by Angna Enters, the 
overcome, the mailing was suddenly dancer.mime 

ce ctaff in | dancer-mime. 
cut short by the Treasury secretly " gned to join CBS press staff in 


cutting the print order for pass N. Y. 


books from 10,000 to 3,000. 

Dual press pass staffs at the Fair | 
entrance, one man from the press Frank J. Price, 79, credited with 
department and one from the Treas- | having been the firsi of the Broad- 
ury, caused such delay, Boone said,,; way columnists, died Friday (6) in | 
that he ordered his man, in case of Oceanport, N. J. While a member of | 
difficulty, to pay 75c admission for the staff of the N. Y. Morning Tele- | 
visiting firemen out of his own. graph toward the close of the cen-| 
pocket. tury, he did a column entitled ‘The 

Following the bad press through- Town in Review,’ which he signed 
out the country that all this created, ‘Old Broadway.’ He was on the 
Boone declares things were just be- | staffs of the St. Louis Republic and 
ginning to smooth out when radio the Globe-Democrat, and managing 
comics took up the Fair’s high prices editor of the Washington Times, be- 
as subjects for gags and put another fore coming to N. Y. as a member 
crimp in the b.o. 'of the N. Y. Times staff. 

In a P. S. Boone writes: ‘Press joined the N. Y. Morning Telegraph, 
pass rules have now been relaxed, and was its city editor from 1914 
free beer is being served in the to 1924. 
press lounge, jitterbugs have free-. Mrs. Edith Brownell Vickers, 67, 


| 


LITERATI OBITS 


dom of the Fair—and the Treasury former newspaperwoman, died Sat- 
pays the bills.’ urdzy (7) in Grand View, N. Y. Had 
| He also advocates ‘salting of free served as woman’s editor of the N.Y. 
publicity with a fair amount of paid Sun, old N.Y. Press and of the Chris- 
advertising’ in the nation’s press. 


tian Science Monitor. 


Allen Davis, political editor of the 
Philadelphia Evening Bulletin, has 
been appointed publicity director for 
the Pennsylvania State Republican 
Committee at a reported salary of 
$10,000 a year. 

Allen Rivkin, scenarist and play- 
wright, has returned from a vaca- 
tion in Vermont to work on a new 
book on the lumber dynasty of the 
Weyerhauser family. It will be pub- 
lished by Knopf. 

Last whodunit by the late S. S, 
Van Dine (Willard Huntington 
Wright) to be pubbed by Scripner 
this week under the title of ‘The 
Winter Murder Case.’ Volume will 


Later | include Van Dine’s ‘Twenty Rules for 


| Writing Detective Stories.’ 

| Edward Downes, son of Olin 
Downes, music critic of the New 
| York Times, has been appointed 
music editor and critic of the Bos- 
ton Evening Transcript, succeeding 
| Moses Smith, who resigned early last 
summer to take a position with Co- 
jJumbia Record Corp: ------ 


| 
| | 
| | 
| | | 
| | | 
| 
| 
| 
| | 
| | 
| 
| 
| 
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CHATTER 


Wednesday, October 11, 1939 


here next year to do a pic dealing 
with the life of Dame Nellie Melba 
for Cinesound. 

John Brownlee giving some con- 
,certs in Sydney for Williamson-Tait. 
Luna Park, Sydney, reopening for 


Broadway 


Sid Mercer's daughter, Frances, in 
*Very Warm for May.’ | 
Arthur Levy back with ‘Abe Lin- summer season, 
coln in Illinois’ when tour starts. — Nick Lucas, besides Tivoli vaude | 
Brock Pemberton back at office dates, is also doing a special air, 
after being abed with heavy cold. | session for the Australian Broadcast- 
Paul Malvern, Monogram  pro-| ing Commission in Melbourne. 
ducer, to Mexico City for vacation. | ‘Under Your Hat’ is going along 


Agencies got as high as $15 per 
ticket for first series game in New Tait with Marjorie Gordon and Ed- 
| win Styles in the principal roles. 


York. 

Charles K. Freeman, the stage ai- | Pic industry ready to assist Gov- | 
rector, is back after three months in ernment during the war. Expected | 

‘(Pac * pic execs, will be formed shortly to | 

Somnes. A little bambina — to oe — 
. ici, head of Salici’s Puppets, 

Jack Dempsey back after extended Of Salici, : 
poomparative visit with his mother in Wellington, N. Z. Troupe = eo 
in Denver /main there for a time prior to re- | 
vin inia Peine first personal con bay Salicl came here 

irginis ~' for Sir Ben Fuller. 
Sir Victor Wilson, former chief of 
‘the Motion Picture Producers Assn., 

Ward Morehouse's nt’ d now acting in an advisory capacity, 
book, ‘45 Minutes Past Eight, du is the new chairman of National 

ou ayton control of Smith’s Weekly. 
after what is hoped is final skin-| wij) Mahoney has cancelled his 
English dates. wil take a short va- 
ictor For cation to rea arrier eef, 
attorney, arrived from Coast for con- Queensland, and then return to play 
fabs with staff here. bist panto Mel- 

John Wenger, the theatre artist,’ bourne. ahoney has just com- 
displaying his recent water colors pleted ‘Come Up Smiling’ for Cine- 
at Grand Central Galleries. sound, 

W. J. Roth, 10 years manager for 
Western Electric in the 
in town for an extensive vacation. 

Jules Girdon, Warner h.o. execu- | B way B. 0. Hypo 
tive, convalescing home after being | 
discharged from Manhattan General 
hosp. musicals is already recognized to be 

Joseph Tierney, manager of the a serious problem. There are not 
American Bar, Times Square hotel, enough theatres that can accommo- 
— charge of the cafe at the qate the number of musicals either 
Soern. in preparation or announced. One 

Testimonial dinner being given by! reason is the excellent trade drawn 
the Warner club to by the current flock. Bookers antici- 
erat (3 4 P . y pated that some would be ready for 

Anton Brody xormer salesman for | exiting by early fall, but attendance 
Dufaycolor, filed voluntary bank- | at nearly all has been steadily rising. 
ruptcy listing assets of $150 and lia- | There is talk of reclaiming former 


bilities of $51,565. legit houses that have been devoted 


Jane Hall in New York after | 
scramming Hollywood upon comple- | to other types of shows, several 
tion of writing job on new Deanna, being on the fringe of the theatre 


Continued from page 57 


'of season of new St. Louis School of 


Durbin film for Universal. 

David Lewis, managing director 
for Metro in Argentina, arrived in 
New York from Buenos Aires last 
week for home office huddles. 

Jerry Fairbanks, with Robert Car- 
lisle, producer of Paramount shorts, 
in New York conferring with Lou 
Diamond. East about a week. 

Sam Burgher, Metro’s homeoffice 
rep in the foreign field, is planning 
to shove off for Latin America short- 


district. Mentioned in that category 
/are the New Yorker, last used by 
WPA, the Broadway (formerly B. S. 
Moss), which once had legit and 
vaudeville and is now used for 
foreign film, and the New Amster- 


dam, a grind filmer on 42nd street. 
When the present operator acquired 
the one time ace musical house, it 


ly on a periodical inspection trip. 

Bill Dozier, of Berg & Allenberg | 
agency, in from the Coast today | 
(Wednesday) to confer with Curtis 
Brown and other New York reps. 

J. Walter Thompson has resigned | 
the Hal Roach Productions account. 
Agency became the studio’s coun- | 
sel on advertising about a year ago. | 

Arthur M, Loew, v.p. n charge of | 
foregn affairs for Metro, celebrated | 
hs 42d birthday Thursday (5). 
Friends in his department tossed him | 
a luncheon. 

The Groucho Marxes and Irving 
Brechers were scheduled to go to | 
South America on vacation but} 
scared off by the war. So they spent | 
it in New York mostly. 

Three ‘kings of 
Goodman, Artie Shaw and Glenn 
Miller—figured in the festivities at- 
tendant to Goodman's opening at the 
Waldorf last Wednesday (4). 

John Hoysradt appears late in ‘The 
Man Who Came to Dinner,’ legit; 
hence he’!l be able to double into the 
dinner as well as supper show at the 
Rainbow Room when he opens there 
Oct. 18. 

Jean Rodney, wife of a broker, 
backing Erik Charell’s ‘hot’ version 
of ‘Midsummer Night’s Dream,’ de- 
cided on ‘Swingin’ the Dream’ as the 
title. 
Center. 

Julian T. Abeles, copyright coun- 
sel for 20th-Fox, to the Coast to- 
morrow (Thursday) to handle Darryl 
Zanuck’s examination before trial in 
the Robert Sherwood suit over ‘Abe 
Lincoln.’ 

It cost Mare Lachmann $319 in 


dues, etc., to join TMAT before he | 


could handle the new B. G. DeSylva 
musical, ‘Dubarry,’ due to the fact 
he'd been out of legit p.a.ing and in 
Hollywood for several years. 

The Cinema Lodge of B'nai B'rith 
organization will receive its charter 
Nov. 3 at a meeting attended by film 
men. A. W. Schwalberg, in charge 
of exchange operations for Warners, 
president of the organization. 


Australia 


By Eric Gorrick 


Continental pix fading in Sydney 
and Melbourne. 

Sir Ben Fuller has been granted a 
license to show pix at his Majestic, 
Newtown. 


‘England Prepared,’ retitled ‘The 


Warning,’ is meeting with b.o. suc- 
cess for Greater Union. 

Tivoli Theatres do not expect any 
ease in flow of U. S. artists to these 
shores because of war difficulties. 

Marjorie Lawrence may ‘return 


swing’—Benny | 


It opens late Nov. at the | 


was Stated that the spot would be 
available for shows, if and when an 
acceptable rental proposal was made. 


Reclamation of 42nd street for 
legit show usage is, however, a long 
shot, save perhaps the use of the 
Amsterdam. The maze of neons, hy- 
brid shops and_ stock burlesque 
houses that dot the block west of 
Broadway to Eighth avenue seems 
too much of a problem to realty men 
willing to consider legit bookings. 
The once famous theatre street is 
generally regarded as_ impossible 
now for such useage and showmen 
prefer to believe that if there is to 
be a permanent upturn in stage 
| shows, theatres will spring up in the 
Sixth avenue zone. The razing of 
the elevated road and the nearing 
completion of the new subway, 
makes that thoroughfare appear to 
be most promising for development 
purposes in the metropolis. 


May Move ‘Scandals’ 


Understood that George White is 
considering moving his ‘Scandals’ 
from the Alvin, N. Y., around the 
corner to Warners Hollywood and | 
lowering the revue’s ticket scale to | 
$3.30. If this switch is made, it would 
solve the problem of housing one of 
the musicals slated this fall but not 
| yet given a definite booking. War- 
ners house has about 100 more seats 
than the Alvin. 


Figured that the Alvin manage- 
ment would not be averse, as ane 
| other musical might ensure a longer 
period of occupancy, although the 
White show is a comparatively re- 
cent entrant. ‘Scandals’ is one of 
two attractions with a $4.40 top, the 
other being ‘Streets of Paris.’ Latter 
Started with a $3.30 scale, but upped 
the prices on the strength of favor- 
able notices. Generally believed in 
show circles that the $4.40 level is 
too high for an extended engage- 
ment and credit the success of 
‘Hellzapoppin’ to the $3 top. 

Indications are that the WB house 
will be tenanted regardless of the 
‘Scandals’ proposal. House is 
equipped with two entrances, one on 
Broadway and the other on 5lst 
street. It has changed policy a num- 
ber of times and when last used for 
legit it was called the 5lst street, 
with the boxoffice and entrance on 
that side. When devoted to pictures, 
the main stem entrance and the 


Paris 


Leon Bremont, 87, actor, is dead. 

Dick Rochemont off to London on 

iz. 

Henri Garat and bride hurt in auto, 
accident. 

Sacha Guitry has renounced Hol- 
lywood trip temporarily. 

Kodak-Pathe factory requisitioned | 


duction. 

Jean Benoit-Levy, who produced 
‘Maternelle,’ called off tour to U. S. 
to lecture on French educational 
films. 

Opera Comique singers giving 
radio broadcasts until government! 
decides to open their theatre again. 

Entertainment sections of newspa- 
pers have completely disappeared. 
Only reduced cinema lists showing. 

Recent issue of the N. Y. Herald 

Tribune, Paris edition, under ‘Per- 
sons Sought’ column, listed Jimmy 
Stewart’s name. 
Irvin Marks has been obliged to 
get out of the George V hotel, which | 
has been requisitioned by Air Minis- | 
try. Marks’ new headquarters is 
Plaza Athenee. 


St. Louis 


By Sam X. Hurst 


Dick Stabile orch current at Chase 
Club, west end nitery. 

Fanchon & Marco revived ‘Hell's 
Angels’ for its St. Louis theatre. 


Jimmy Brown, shortstop of the 
Cardinals, wed to Sarah Godley. 
Club Continental, downtown 
nitery, reopened for 1939-40 season. 
Barney Rosenthal, of Republic 
Pictures, host at Variety Club party. 
The Brooklyn Club, casino nitery 
on the east side, reopened after six 
weeks of darkness. 

Gordon Carter directing ‘The Fire- 
brand,’ first presentation of 1939-40 
season at Little Theatre, opening 
Oct. 25. 

‘Alien Corn’ waS@irst presentation 


the Theatre, under direction of Har- 
old Bassage. 

Vincent Lopez orch, featuring 
Penny Parker, opened season at Club | 
Caprice, Coronado hotel, swank spot | 
in the west end. 

Simon Barer, Russian pianist, will, 
be first guest artist of season of St. | 
Louis Symph Nov. 17-18 when 60th | 
season gets under way. 

Mrs. Leicester Faust heading a 
group of 400 women three-day sale 
of season ducats for 60th season of 
St. Louis Symph Society. 

Mrs. Charles E. Hermann chosen 
prez of St. Louis Grand Opera 
Guild, an auxiliary of the St. Louis 
Grand Opera Assn., which opens 
fall season Oct. 14 with ‘Aida.’ 
Wednesday Club is sponsoring an 
original one-act play contest, open to 
all writers within a 50-mile radius of | 
St. Louis. Two will be produced if 
they merit the o.k. of the contest 
judges, 

Mrs. Samuel Scott, New York} 
drama and music authority, engaged 
by the St. Louis Opera Guild to de- 
liver talks during the next four 
weeks on the five productions to be 
presented by the St. Louis Grand 
Opera Assn., starting with ‘Aida’ 
Saturday (14). 


Baltimore 


By Howard A. Burman 


Sam Lampe planning new intimate 
type bistro. 

Mac Weinberg editing local Va- 
riety Club’s monthly Barker. 

Leonard ‘Chum’ McLaughlin mull- 
ing lecture course for the Audi- 
torium. 

Henry L. Mencken at work on 
autobiography slated for early pub- 
lication. 

Lew Schecter handling publicity 
for the Times, town’s first attempt at 
a newsreeler. 

Rita Swan taking over Norman 
Clark’s News-Post dramatic desk 
during his vacation. 

Henry Hickman, on leave of ab- 
sence from WFBR, to Florida to re- 
aupe from recent serious auto acci- 

ent. 


Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 


C. J. Lattas’ daughter, Peggy, and 
Bill Deibold will be married Oct. 28. 

Bassist Emil Brenkus and dancer 
Louise Carroll are now Mr. and Mrs. 

Jimmy Roosevelt coming on for 
Variety Club’s annual banquet last 
of month. 

Bob Polond has joined Shep Fields’ 
sax section, and Ray Tucci ditto with 
Al Donahue. 

Tom Connors, son of M-G’s eastern 
sales chief, a new student at the local 
M-G exchange, 

Polly Rowles slated to do Noel 
Coward’s ‘Private Lives’ at Play- 
house this season. 

John Johns directing Catholic The- 
atre Guild’s opening production. 
‘Glorious Morning.’ 


original name was used. 


Society band leader Ray Abrams 


the Knight.’ 


in town and plans to look around 
with a view to sticking here. 

Laurence Coulter, trumpet player 
from Carnegie Tech, has joined Ralph 
Allen's band at the New Penn. 

Neal Weibel, one-time Post-Ga- 
zetter music critic, in New York cov- 
ering concerts for The Music News. 

Harry Kalmine, Dinty Moore, Tony 
Stern and C. J. Latta, all of WB 


office, back from Canadian fishing | 
| 


trip. 


Joe Feldman and Charlie Kurtz- 


okay in Melbourne for Williamson-| by the government for celluloid pro-|man will accompany local crix to De- 


troit next week for world premiere 
of Par’s ‘Disputed Passage.’ 

Billy Yates’ band back to Grey 
Wolf Tavern in Sharon following 
brief suspension of that spot's li- 
cense on gambling charges. 

Jerry Goff and Pat Harrington 
had themselves a time of it here last 
week, when Pat came to town in 
Helen Hayes show. They’re old 52d 
street cronies. 


Title Changing 


Errol Flynn in ‘The Knight and the 
Lady’ was just a trifle backward, 
so tag gave way to ‘The Lady and 
Next someon? informed 
the Freres Warner that Essex wasn't 
a knight at all, but rather an earl, 
and there was a scramble to ditch 
that tag in favor of another. Stu- 
dio’s better minds were summoned 
into a huddle, and after hundreds of 
possible substitutes were brought 
forward, it was decided to go back 
to the start—‘The Private Lives of 
Elizapeth and Essex.’ 


Universal blurbers added many 
gray hairs during filming of John 
M. Stahl’s ‘When Tomorrow Comes.’ 
When U purchased James M. Cain's 
novel, ‘Modern Cinderella,’ in ad- 
vance of publication, the praisers 
immediately went to work, for re- 
sultant picture was to carry a heavy 
production allotment. Assault on 
dailies and mags was intensified the 
minute shooting was signaled. Next 
the advertising forces were cut loose 
to do their stuff in behalf of ‘Modern 
Cinderella.” Then one day there ap- 
peared on the desk of each employe 
a slip of paper announcing the stu- 


| dio would pay $50 to the person sug- 


gesting a new title for the Stahl un- 
dertaking. This brought a change to 
‘Give Us This Night,’ which stuck 
for seven days, when it was shunted 
to the discard for ‘When Tomorrow 
Comes’ within two weeks of the 
Coast premiere. More than 80% of 
the exploitation on ‘Tomorrow’ car- 
ried the original title. 
All Play Tag Game 

All companies play at ‘Tag, tag, 
who's got a new tag.’ Every major 
and indie continues at the practice, 
expensive though it is. 

Marx Bros.’ new Metro starrer 
saw daylight in script form as ‘A 
Day at the Circus.’ With shooting 
completed, it was decided to make 
it Marx Bros. in a ‘Day at the Cir- 
cus.” Now this has been shortened 


' to ‘At the Circus.’ 


Paramount started on ‘Portrait in 
Diamonds,’ with George Brent and 
Isa Miranda co-starred, then flopped 
over to ‘Diamonds Are Dangerous,’ 
which still is considered only a ten- 
tative name. Same lot’s ‘Fury of the 
North’ was re-tagged ‘White Fury’ a 
few hours after production was be- 
gun, and before a week had elapsed, 
it was ‘Untamed.’ Before it was 
given its sneak preview, it was being 
hailed as ‘Fury of the North’ once 
more, but now, still waiting release, 
it is back to ‘Untamed.’ 


20th-Fox soon will release a 
Jane Withers-Ritz Bros. co-starrer 
that debuted on sound stages as ‘The 
Roughneck,’ became ‘Tin Hats’ for 
half a month, then went to ‘We're in 
the Army Now’ for 24 hours, next 
was heard of as ‘Frenchy’ and mo- 
mentarily carries ‘Pack Up Your 


Troubles.’ 
Republic put a yarn in work, 
under the tag, ‘Headline News,’ 


while RKO was putting the finishing 
touches on a script called, ‘Headline 
Maker.’ There was too much simi- 
larity, RKO officials argued, so, 
when Rep refused to adopt another 
tag for its feature, RKO’s ‘Headline 
Maker’ became ‘Sued for Libel.’ 
Meanwhile, Rep’s ‘Headline’ gave 
way to ‘Sabotage.’ but too late for 
RKO. 

Warners spent thousands of dol- 
lars exploiting ‘Gantry the Creat’ 
after acquiring the story, and bring- 
ing the famed blind horse to Holly- 
wood. With reels long since out of 
cutting rooms, Burbank folks last 
week renamed it ‘Pride of the Blue 
Grass.’ 

That company heads are not en- 
tirely blind to the situation is re- 
vealed by talk at Paramount in 
favor of a ‘title czar.’ Home office 
has already okayed the idea of se- 
lecting a person not only to develop 
title ideas, but whose word would 
be final on the subject: 


| 


Hollywood 


Jimmy Ritz to New York. 

Paul Malvern back from Mexico. 

Marlene Dietrich laid up with flu. 

Sol Wurtzel taking N. Y. vacation, 
Disney returned from Hono- 
ulu. 

Leland Hayward to Washington 


Isa Miranda leaves for Italy in two 
weeks. 

Kenneth Thomson to Hawaii on 
vacash. 

M. M. Musselman to hospital for 
surgery. 

Tom Pettey to Texas on two-week 
vacation. 

The Ralph Wheelwrights adopted 
baby girl. 

Mack Gordon back to work after 
operation. 

Cecil B. DeMille laid up with 
laryngitis. 

Julien Mitchell in from London to 
act at RKO. 

New_ Arrowhead Springs resort 
opens Dec. 15. 


Gary Cooper back from three- 
month vacash. 
Walter Seltzer joined Warners 


publicity staff. 

George Hurrell back from Ha- 
waiian vacash, 

William LeBaron back from home- 
office huddles. 

Charles Laughton under treatment 
for infected ear. 

Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt visit- 
ing her son, James. 

Raymond Massey to New York to 
resume stage work, 

Barbara Stanwvyck’'s wrist lace- 
rated by broken glass. 

Baburao Patel in from India to 
gander picture-making. 

Ralph Byrd on three-month per- 
sonal tour of the south. 

Bert Wheeler operating the Lone 
Palm Hotel, Palm Springs. 

Lioyd Lorraine Tilbury changed 
his name to David Le Claire. 

Bobby Breen called off his fall and 
winter personal tour for school. 

Edwin Carewe suffered a heart at- 
tack, the second in three months. 

Father Edward J. Flanagan in from 
Boys Town, Neb., for story confabs. 

Irving Cummings celebrated his 
30th anniversary in motion pictures, 

Don Cameron shifted from Eng- 
land to Metro’s Culver City reader 
staff. 

James Roosevelt to Cleveland to 
attend funeral of his father-in-law, 
Dr. Harvey Cushing, the brain sur- 
geon. 


Chicago 


Sam Cole out of the hospital. 

Sam Levy in the hospital for ob- 
servation. 

Dana Bastiana, cowgirl 
joins KFEQ, St. Joseph, Mo. 

Don Gordoni signatured as warbler 
with the Phil Levant orchestra. 

Sid Strotz spieling on radio adver- 
tising before the Chicago Ad Club. 

Lou Breese’s orchestra will fol- 
low Abe Lyman at the Chez Paree. 

Duffin and Draper into the Royale 


canary, 


Frolics nitery, which reopens this 
| weekend. 

Will Harris again producing the 
Service Club show, which plays 


Auditorium Nov. 4. 

The Henry Markbreits (he’s the 
Times amusement ad head) now 
have sister for their son. 

For first times in years no down- 
town theatre considering booking 
baseball names for post-season ap- 
pearances. 

Frank Demeter is new Raleigh 
hotel chieftain. Hostelry is set for a 
refurbishing and a new cocktail 
lounge to be opened by Max Wald- 
man, oldtime showman. 

Dr. Max Thorek of the American 
(theatrical) hospital has been made 
commander of the Order of St. Alex- 
ander of Sofia (Bulgaria) for his 
contributions to medicine. 


Minneapolis 


By Les Rees 


Harry Sherman in from New York. 

Name of the Time theatre, loop 
first-run, changed to the Esquire. 

Local drama season opens Oct. 18 
with Lunt and Fontanne in ‘Taming 
of Shrew.’ 

Bill Elson toastmaster at St. Paul 
booth operators’ union anniversary 
celebration. 

H. B. Johnson, Universal branch 
manager, recovered from flu, to Chi- 
cago for sales meeting. 

St. Paul Civic Opera company to 


offer ‘Barber of Seville,’ ‘Merry 
Wives of Windsor’ and ‘Bartered 
Bride.’ 


Edmund Lowe and other name acts 
being booked into the Minnesota 
theatre under increased stage show 
budget. 

Minnesota Amuse. Co. (Paramount) 
house managers and other employees 
wore old-fashioned costumes during 
city’s century celebration week. 

M-G had dinner party to celebrate 
branch’s victory in ‘Summer Cham- 
pionship’ sales drive, landing first 
place in district and second for entire 
country. 

Twin City Variety club held first 
fall party with Hollywood guests of 
honor, including Richard Carlson, J. 
Carrol Naish, Chester Morris, June 
Lang, Olympe Bradna, Susan Hay- 
ward and Patricia Morison, here for 
city’s centennial ‘celebration. 
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More U. S. Showfolk Abroad 
New York. 
Editor, VARIETY: 

Supplementing my letter, cap- 
tioned ‘Some American Show Peo- 
ple Still Abroad,’ permit me to add 
the names of various other Ameri- 
cans, formerly well-known on the 
stage, who have been making their 
homes abroad for years past. 

I referred to Maxine Elliott, a 
popular star on Broadway and on 
the road over a generation ago, who 
now maintains a luxurious home on 
the Riviera. Her sister, Gertrude 
Flliott, was never so prominent in 
this country, but after appearing 
here in ‘Nathan Hale,’ starring her 
sister Maxine, and her then brother- 
in-law, the late Nat C. Goodwin, 
Gertrude went to England and mar- 
ried Forbes-Robertson, who later 
became Sir Johnston Forbes-Robert- 
son. The Forbes-Robertsons con- 
tinued acting for many years and 
after his death she remained on the 


stage and toured farflung British 
Dominions. ‘Elliott?’ was a stave- 


name as Maxine and Gertrude were | 


daughters of Mr. and Mrs. Thomas 
Dermot of Rockland, Maine, their 
mother having been Adelaide Hall. 


Diana Forbes-Robertson married 
Vincent Sheean the writer; Joan 
married James Hamilton, and Maxine 
Forbes-Robertson (all having done 
their bit in the theatre) was di- 
voreed from Viscount Ratendone and 
married Frederick George Miles. 

A friend and neighbor of Maxine 
Elliott on the Riviera is Mrs. Jan 
Boissevain. They have lived there 
for many years, though Boissevain, a 
member of a Dutch-American fam- 


ily, formerly lived in New York, his | 


brother, Eugene I. Boissevain mar- 
rving Edna Millay, the  poetess. 
Mrs, Jan was known on the Ameri- 
can stage as Charlotte Ives, though 
she had been of several Danziger 
sisters of Roxbury, Mass. She was 
in stock in Philadelphia and toured 
Australia. She made an early silent 
movie with John Barrymore and one 
of her last appearances on Broad- 
way was with the late Leo Ditrich- 
stein, when she replaced Jane Grey 
in ‘The Marquis de Priola.’ At one 
time it was believed she would be- 
come the second wife of Edward F. 
Hutton, but he married a rich di- 
vorcee instead, Mrs. Marjorie Post 
Close, heiress to Postum and Post- 
Toasties millions. Later this heiress 
civorced him, both remarrying other 
persons. Charlotte Ives has a niece 
Betty Hilborn, who was in _ the 
chorus many years ago of a Broad- 
way show, ‘Tumble Inn.’ Betty mar- 
ried Arthur Worth, formerly of New 
York, and now has a grown-up 
daughter who is a grand-niece of 
Mrs. Jan Boissevain. 

One of the best known of all the 
American actresses who married a 
titled Englishman is Adele Astaire, 
sister of Fred Astaire. New York- 
ers well remember applauding this 
brother and sister dance-team_ in 
vaudeville and later in musical com- 
edies. Starting in Omaha, Nebraska. 
Fred gained fame and fortune in 
Hollywood and Adele has won social 
prestige in Britain. She married 
Lord Charles Cavendish, son of the 


ninth Duke of Devonshire and 
brother of the present, the 10th 
Duke. Adele Astaire is now a sis- 


ter-in-law of Lady Rachel Stuart, 
Lady Anne Hunloke, Lady Blanche 
Cobbold and Lady Maude Baillie. 
She is now an ‘aunt’ of the Marquess 
of Hartington, heir to the Dukedom 
of Devonshire. Yet at Lissmore 
Castle, her magnificent residence in 
Ireland, the former Adele Astaire 
not only entertains people of title. 
Her intimate friends include show 
people, such as Tillie Losch, the 
Cancer. 

Jessica Brown gained favor danc- 
ing in Broadway musical shows be- 
fore she went abroad. Daughter of 
Mrs, A. W. Starke of Buffalo, she 
divorced Cyril Reinhard, who later 
married twice. Jessica Brown, after 
dancing in London, married the Ear! 
of Northesk and became a Countess. 
However, she divorced the Earl and 
married Vivian Cornelius, an Eng- 
lishman, whose mother, Mrs. Percy 
Cornelius had been May Emery of 
New York. The Vivian Corneliuses 
have lived in England for years. The 
Earl of Northesk next married Betty 
Viasto. 

Years ago the young and pretty 
Keene Twins were well-known in 
Broadway musical shows but retired 
when they married. One almost 


said “began to marry!” For one of 
them, Elizabeth, married and di- 
vorced Eliot Holt and married Robin 
Reed. Mr. and Mrs. Reed made their 
home in England but she recently 
returned to her native land in the 
expectation of living here—alone, 


divorced Jean Dary, a French- 


Margaret, the other twin, married 
man, but is now happily wed to an 
Englishman, Anthony Lyon Clark, 
and, when last heard of, still in- 
tended to remain in England. 
Harold Seton. 


We're Both Sorry 
Philadelphia, 
Editor, Variety: 

I would like to have gotten $7,500 
from Lincoln Music Co;, but the real 
figure was $1,500. Do you think I 
can collect the difference? See what 


you can do about making me poor | 


again, and the name is spelled. 
Frank Campano. 
(In a story on the sale of the Lin- 
coln Musie Co, last week Campano 
was cited as having received $7,500 
in the sale of his catalog several 
years ago to Joe Davis. This Cam- 
pano catalog later served as the nu- 
cleus of the Lincoln firm.) 


Mrs, Corse Payton’s Comeback 
Orrtanna, Pa. 
Editor, Variety: 
Corse Pavyton'’s widow, Henriette 
Browne, now retired in Brooklyn, is 


about to return to her public which | 


hasn't forgotten her. 
the ether. Again probably in her 
well known characterization of Ma 
Sanders in ‘Over the Hills to the 
Poorhouse.’ 

The play will most likely germi- 
nate into a serial. So Ma Sanders’ 
family troubles will be aired for the 
world. She'll get the bum’s rush out 
of her own home, of course. Then 
she'll trek to the poorhouse. But 
when she'll ever get back is a ques- 
tion that only her sponsor can de- 
cide. The air serials go on and on 
like the brook. And the fans, like 
Tiny Tim, are ever asking for more, 

Father Will Whalen. 


Probably via 


Invitation to the Dance 

New York. 
VARIETY: 
letter from Fred Allen you 
printed last week is phoney. Mr. 
Allen is a prolific letter writer, as 
you will doubtless see when the next 
British White Paper comes out, but 
he didn't write that one. 


Editor, 
That 


In the first place VARIETY will print | 
And Fred Allen | 


only signed letters. 
never gets as far as actually signing 
his name. True, at the end of his 
letter there is what appears to be 
the scale drawing 


his name, but after a few Spencerian 
flourishes he tires and gives up. I 
have extracted the cork from a bot- 
tle of musty old claret with one of 
these so-called signatures. 

Allen is strictly a bull-pen per- 
former when it comes to doing his 
autograph; a few trial windups with 
a little pencil and he’s back on the 
bench like Dizzy Dean. What tires 
is the fatty under-side of his fore- 
arm, it being the part of his arm 
with which he rubs the bean sprouts 


off his vest after eating chop suey at | 


Chin’'s—or wherever it is he gets 
that One Long Pan dialect. 

My reason for doubting 
this letter’s authenticity is the fact 
that Allen doesn't 
letters in his correspondence, such as 
appeared when you set it up into 
tvpe. His sentences start with a 
small letter and all the words 
therein, including months of the 
year, capitals of states and even the 


second 


for a bedspring, | 
but that isn’t a signature at all. What 
always happens is he starts to sign | 


use any Capital | 


Dr. Rosenbach will bear me out. I 
think that now we have a right to 
demand an authentic word or two 
from Mr. Allen. To start the new 
radio year oft right, let him fire a 


= I've been duped, and I think 


/Salvo at the inter-office memo in 
agency practice, the buzzer, the 


‘meeting.’ Let us actually hear from 
Mr. Allen—though not in sarcastic 
answer to anything I may have said 
above, and which I might be called 
upon to answer in return. The un- 
dersigned is 
this season. 


having writer trouble 
Ray Harvey. 


FAY TEMPLETON 

Fay Templeton, 74, former musical 
and dramatic star, died in San Fran- 
cisco Oct. 3. 

Details in legit section. 

GEORGE GAUL 

George Gaul, 54, a native Phila- 
delphian who pursued a 30-year 
career on the stage and more re- 
cently had performed on the radio, 
died of a heart ailment in Phila- 
delphia Oct. 6. 

Trained for the ministry by his 
parents, Gaul quit for the stage, first 
appearing at the Criterion, N. Y., 
{in 1909, as Toupet in ‘The Richest 
Girl.’ He later played in ‘Kismet,’ 
‘Seventh Heaven’ and ‘The Brothers 
Karamazov.’ 

A member of Charles D. Coburn’s 
company, he toured with Otis Skin- 
ner, Billie Burke, and appeared in 
many Theatre Guild productions. 
Rather inactive the last few years, 
one of his last parts was in ‘The Per- 
|fect Marriage,’ produced at the 
| Bijou, N. Y., in 1932. 


BORIS SCHUKIN 

Boris Schukin, 45, Russian actor, 
whose characterization of Lenin in 
the film, ‘Lenin in October,’ brought 
him much commendation and. fame, 
died of a heart attack in Moscow 
Saturday (7). 

A mainstay of the Soviet screen, 
Schukin appeared in scores of Rus- 
sian films. When ‘Lenin in October’ 
was released in the VU. S. in April, 
1938, it was hailed by various critics 


that time. 
that without Schukin’s sterling per- 
formance as Lenin the production 
would have been mediocre. He was 
holder of the title, ‘People’s Artist 
of the U.. 8, 


EDWARD F. MAERTZ 
Edward F. Maertz, 56, pioneer 
| Milwaukee exhibitor, died in that 
|city Oct. 2. During his 26 years in 
the theatre business, he operated the 
|Comftort and Zenith theatres there, 
jand at the time of his death was 
'president of the Independent The- 


latres’ Protective Association of Wis- | 


/consin and Upper Michigan. 
Survived by widow, two 
ters and a son. 
CARROLL F. 
Carroll F. Martin, 


MARTIN 
51, trombone 


| : A | 
|player, was killed near Racine, Wis., 


Oct. 2, when the auto in which he 
and three others were riding crashed 
into another car. 

Martin. a former Isham _ Jones 


| trombonist, had also been with the 
Chicago Symph and the NBC staff 
j|band in Chicago. 


Charles W. 


|est member of Local AFM, died at 
|his home in Pittsburgh last week 
|after an illness of several months. 


name of a sponsor, begin with a 
small letter. He never uses the up- 
per case. In other words he doesn’t 
shift: he stays in low all the time. | 


The reason for this in my opinion is 
that the quote sign (’) is upper case 
typewriter and it probably 
him 
demanding that he ac- 
knowledge the source of his 
rial, that he just prefers to 
the shift kev altogether. 

In the third place the letter has 
nothing in it about his astigmatism, 
the Sixth Avenue ‘boardwalk,’ the 
edifying subject of Drooling—or any 
of his many other standby refer- 
ences without which no piece of 
Alleniana is genuine. 

Finally it would 


on his 
leers so at 
his scripts, 


ignore 


seem from the 


body of his letter that he was wor-| 


ried about his Crossley for the com- 
ing season. And say, who ever 
heard of Fred Allen—carefree old 


Fred Allen—worrying about any-, 


thing? 
Now that ad of his in the radio 
section—that’s another thing. That 
is genuine Allen, One can tell, be- 
cause Jack Benny has an ad on the 


page just previous, and 


same prograin you know it’s the real 
Allen—-a page behind Benny, 


As an ardent Fred. Allen fan I con- j bringing upped grosses in many se¢-i' tonio. ’ 


while he’s writing | 


mate- | 


if you've) 
ever heard the two of them on the| 


Comedy Keynote 


Continued from page 1 


| 
'with the home fires, will play up 
| the light entertainment angle. Work 
| of radio artists, however, will not be 
|confined to the studio only as sta- 
| tion officials are already putting 
|}out feelers to organizing them into 


| English-style concert parties. 


With troops converging on Winni- | 


peg from many points in the west 
|} and parts 
| anticipated local film men will try 
to avoid the grim in picture ma- 
| terial and will dig out the laughing 
| gas. (Censors will no doubt act in 
the case of war pictures, they hav- 
ing already nixed ‘Beau Geste,’ ‘All 
Quiet’ and ‘Lest We Forget’ for 
Canada.) 


| However, War Pix Seem 
Be B.O. Right New 


| Despite the comedy cycle plans, 
pictures with war themes are 


as a milestone in the Soviet cinema | 
and easily Russia's finest film up to} 
It was generally agreed | 


daugh- | 


Gaston, 80, veteran | 
Pittsburgh theatre musician and old- | 


of eastern Canada, it is, 


|New York, Oct. 2. 


Annual NY. Rodeo Unveils ‘Glamour 


Girls for Ist Time; B.0. Looks Okay 


| 
‘tions of the country, even reissues 

strong business. | 
| Right now films with a martial back- | 


‘doing surprisingly 
|ground or plot are attracting atten- 
tion at the nation’s boxoffices. 

‘All Quiet on the Western Front’ 
' (reissue), ‘U-Boat ‘Thunder 
| Afloat,’ ‘Submarine Patrol,’ ‘Crime in 
the Maginot Line,’ 
(reissue of March of Time), ‘Bombs 


Over London’ and others have been 
"| attracting extra dates and increased 


business in many spots. 
Pros and Cons on War Reels 

War abroad is a double headache 
to operators of newsreel houses. First 
cause is that the b.o. has revealed it- 
self to be nothing like that antici- 
pated with the outbreak of hostilities. 
Second, ops don’t know whether to 
increase or decrease the number of 
war Clips in their programs. 
ing that there is too 
enouch. 
using all they can get, which is add- 
ing up to between 15 and 20 minutes 
of the usual hour-length show. 


‘Maginot Line’) 


By JACK PULASKI 

The annual rodeo contests, billed 
'as championships for the Madison 
| Square Garden date, had the biggest 
| opening night (4) since the show be- 
}came a fall fixture in New York. On 
| the second night attendance was an- 
‘nounced as 11,000 and it was known 
that the number of comps were held 
down, so that the meet, which con- 
|tinues until Oct. 29, is another in- 
dicated money maker. 


| Frank Moore and Everett E. Col- 


arrangement with the Garden, 


born, who run the outfit through an 
ap- 


/pear to have added more showman- 


|ship to the showings. 


While some natrons are complain- , 
much” war, | 
others are squawking that there isn't cattlemen. 
Meantime, newsreelers are | Sor girls,’ 


Only upturn in biz since declara- | 


tion of the European conflict 


been strictly seasonal. 


first it was thought that the lack of 
good clips from the front was the 
cause of the scarcity of increased in- 
terest, but no better results have 
been noted since the addition of some 
real ‘horror’ scenes more than a 
week ago. 

More of an upturn has been ex- 
perienced out of town than in New 
York, the Washington Trans-Lux 
house doing a pretty fair tilt. Philly 
newsreeler has also taken an 
ward curve, but not so much as that 
in the nation’s capital. 

Flock o’ War Pix 
San Diego, Oct. 10. 

‘Fire Over England’ 
which couldn’t get a first-run book- 
ing in this town, yanked from the 
vaults with war’s outbreak and now 
hailed as revealing the ‘Birth of 
Britain’s Sea Power.’ Town sud- 
denly finds itself with five overseas- 


made spoolers advertised on one 
theatre page — ‘Troopship’ (GB), 
‘Clouds Over Europe’ (Col). ‘Four 
| Feathers’ (Korda), ‘U-Boat 29° (Col) 
and ‘Fire.’ A record. 


All have military themes. 


MARRIAGES 


Muriel Faeder to Maxie Rosen- 
bloom, in Las Vegas, Nev., Oct. 9. 
| Former light heavyweight champ is 
‘presently a film player and nitery 
operator. 

Louise Reubelt to Harry Martin, 
jin Pittsburgh, Oct. 5. He’s with Billy 
| Catizone’s orch. 

Betty Kern to Richard Green, in 
| New York, Oct. 6. Bride is daughier 
of Jerome Kern, he’s brother of or- 
| chestra leader Johnny Green, and an 
| asst. Metro director. 

| Isabelle Weinstein to Leonard Gol- 
| denson, New York, Oct. 10. Groom 
is theatre department executive at 
!Paramount: bride is daughter of 
president of Russek’s store, N. Y, 


Mr. and Mrs. Franklyn 
girl, in Detroit, Sept. 27. 
announcer at WWJ, Detroit. 

Mr. and Mrs. James Bealle, 
in Hollywood, Oct. 4. Father is Coast 
publicity director for J. Walter 
Thompson agency. 
| Mr. and Mrs. Glenn Allvine, 
daughter, New York, Oct. 2. Fathe: 
now retired, formerly with Fox Film 
| Co., RKO and Paramount. 
| 


Ferguson, 
Father is 


| BIRTHS 
| 


son. 


| Mr. and Mrs. Sid Blumenstock, 
| daughter, New York, Oct. 3. Father 
in publicity department of 20th 
Century-Fox. 

|} Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Lobban. 
daughter, in Los Angeles, Oct. 6 


Father is Puramount 
mother is the former Andrea Marsh, 
|radio player. 

Mr. and Mrs. David S. Garber, son, 
in Hollywood, Oct. 5. Father is 


cameraman; 


| Mr. and Mrs. Louis 
‘daughter, in Pittsburgh, Oct. 1. 
Father’s with Lawrence Welk orch. 
| Mr. and Mrs. Lou Starr, daughter. 
lin Pittsburgh, Sept. 30. Father's a 
nitery and vaude hoofer. 

Mr. and Mrs. Sam Ross, son. in 
Father is band 


leader. 
Mr. and Mrs. Pete Pringle. son. 
'Los Angeles, Oct. 9. Father is 


KNX, L. A., news bureau editor. 


manager of operations at Universal. | 
Sturchio, ! 


Other 2s | als, but still the s.a. appearance is 


that it has been almost negligible. At, # novelty. 


| sons. 


up- | 


They have as 
one added attraction a group of 
Texas girls attached to well known 
ranches, most of them daughters of 
They are billed as ‘spon- 
also being alluded to as 
the ‘Brenda Fraziers of the South- 
west,’ and ‘riding glamour girls.’ In 
performance they are fair horse- 
women compared to the profession- 


There is a new high school horse 
turn replacing ‘Buck’ of other sea- 
Jeff Reavis works the exhi- 
bition with ‘Danger,’ a shiny black 
animal. Despite his name, the horse 
is a pet. Untying his roped master 
is one of the tricks the intelligent 
animal has learned. 

Some of those Texas towns have 
odd names, one being Canadian, 
from whence comes Sydna Yokley, 
also new to the show. Working 
_alone she gives an exhibition of calf 


‘roping, only girl in the outfit with 


(Korda), | 


girl 


isuch a specialty. Another new face 
is Sally Loomis, acrobatic drum- 
majorette, who clicks at the start of 
the show, leading the band. Miss 
Loomis won the 1938 title as champ 
drum major at Los Angeles. 
More of the femme end is in the 
trick and fancy riding exhibition, 
several western lasses attracting at- 


i'tention on appearance and perform- 


| Mr. and Mrs. George Downs, son, | 


‘in San Antonio, Oct. 4. Father is 
chief announcer for KONO, San An- 


ance. A standout is Myrtle Good- 
rich Compton, daughter of Cy, a 
roper who has a circus reputation. 
She is very blonde, quite animated 
and is another performer from Los 
Angeles. 

In the cowhands competitions the 
steer-wrestling event on the second 
night produced a crack performance 
when Dick Herron, of Carmel, Cal., 
tossed his bull in 8.04 seconds. Red 
Thompson, of Comanche, Okla., com- 
peted in the event, his first contest 
in a year, having been out because 
of an operation, but was out of the 
money. The steer riding contest is, 
as usual, the show’s highlight, for 
going astride 1,500 pound brahmas is 
anything but sissy stuff. Majority of 
riders were tossed and several were 
injured, one being carried off on a 
stretcher. Carl Dossey, of Phoenix, 
Ariz., was kicked in the chest, but 
declined medical aid. He is the 
cowboy used in Camel cigarette ads 
| The clowns are effective in this 
event, Sam Stewart and Jazbo Falk- 
erson being the team with the cape 
and rubber barrel. 

There are 187 contestants listed. 
While most have appeared in pre- 
vious Garden rodeos, 25 are present 
for the first time. Purses announced 
run to worthwhile coin, biggest 
money applying to the saddle bronc 
riding contest, the amount being $9.- 


480. Purse for the calf roping and 
steer wrestling contests each total 
$9,290. 


The other purses: Steer riding, $5.- 
310: cowgirl riding, $3,650; cowboy 
bareback riding, $3,150; wild horse 


race, which supplies plenty of ac- 
tion, $3,500; wild cow milking con- 
test, for which the rules have been 


tightened up, $3,100. 


BING, CUT-RATES DRAW 
RECORD FAIR MOB 


San Francisco, Oct. 10. 

Last-minute rush to see the Fair, 
coupled with personal of Bing Cros- 
by, cut-rate ticket sale sponsored by 
the Safeway Stores and perfect 
weather, resulted in a staggering 
weekend total of 274,359 at the expo. 
Sunday's gate of 187,730 beat pre- 
vious daily high at the Fair by 
around 60.000. 

Attendance at the Fair is expected 
to pick up approximately 15%. fol- 
lowing decision of the expo execs to 
shutter Oct,. 29. 
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: | She’s never careless about 


Cosmetic Skin-she uses Lux Toilet 
Soap—the soap with ACTIVE lather 


HY don’t you use Lux Toilet Soap 

regularly as 9 out of 10 lovely 
screen stars do? This gentle soap has 
ACTIVE lather that cleanses thoroughly, 
removes every bit of stale cosmetics, dust 
and dirt from the skin. It helps guard 
against dullness, tiny blemishes, enlarged 
pores: unattractive Cosmetic Skin. You 
can use cosmetics all you like, but always 
be sure to use Lux Toilet Soap. Make this 
mild white soap your regular bedtime 
complexion care. You'll find it will | 
give your skin protection it needs : 
to help it stay soft and 
smooth—appealing! 


MEN FALL FOR 
SKIN THATS 
SMOOTH — 


ITS FOOLISH TO 
RISK COSMETIC 
SKIN —IT RUINS 
A GIRL'S CHANCES 
OF ROMANCE! 


] SOAP REGULARLY 
AS | DO! 


1 USE COSMETICS 
OF COURSE — BUT 
| ALWAYS 
REMOVE THEM 
THOROUGHLY WITH 
LUX TOILET SOAPS 
ACTIVE LATHER 


LORETTA YOUNG 


IN WALTER WANGER’S 


“ETERNALLY 
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